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(C)n 1 September 1842, in the year that the
Board of Navy Commissioners was replaced
by the Bureau System, the Burcau of Yards
and Docks was established. It was charged
with responsibility for building and maintain-
ing the Naw’s Shore Establishment. Under
a Navv reorganization move in 1966, the
Bureaus name was changed to the Naval
Facilities Engineering Command.

On 2 March 1867, Congress passed an Act
which provided that the Navy's Civil Engi-
neers should be commissioned by the Presi-
dent, by and with the consent of the Senate.
This legislation signalled the birth of the
Naval Civil Engineer Corps. Prior to that
time. Civil Engineers had been appointed by
the Secretary of the Navy.

On 5 March 1942, the Bureau of Navigation
authorized the designation “Seabees™ and the
now-famous Bee insignia for the Navv Con-
struction Battalion, formed as the “Can Do’
troops to build and fight during the early.
eritical days of World War 1L
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