
To: E.R. ZUmwalt. Jr. 
AdmIraL lLS. Navy let. 
1500 WDson Blvd. 
AItIngI.m. VA 22209 

FlOITII Ron KIItlwood 

(405)524-2989 (w) 

Dear Mr. Zumwalb 

October 12,1992 

I Just finished rudIng. "My Father, My Son." Irs an excellent book and I found 
thent ant some ouI:siandIng coInddences In my HI\! and your son's. We both went to 
VIetnam In the eady FaD of 1969. We both went In the Navy and both seJYeCI on dYer 
boab near SaJgpn. (1 was stationed In RIVRON 15 on a "Zlppo Boat., We both went 
through agent 0Ii1I1p. We both .eIoped c:anc:er. 

I'm ••• ~ sony to hear about your son. AJIhousb WIltIng. at Urnes, comes 
easy to me. I now lind It YeJY difficult to put something Into WOlds. AlII can say. fro sony. 
I can baJeIy JmasIne what It would be Ib to Joase a son. I have a boy and SIll ages 16 and 
14 and have an Idea of what It would feellb to Joase one of them. 

In 1985. I deveJoped brain cancer. My doctor believes It was 110m my agent orange 
exposure In VIetnam. I have met the quaDtk:adons of the Wasem orange payment pR:lgr.1In" 
and receIYe a check for about $800 a year. 

About a year ago I started WIltIng a book ( It hasn't been published yet) for my 
c:hlk:ben. It stan.d out to be autobJotpphk:aI NICOJd of my I1fe. I soon /NIIZ«I that the 
sedIon on "VIeInam" was moR! InIlen!Stlng so 1 put that chapIer In the front. Because It Is 
sImIJar to "My Father. My Son", I thought you might be Intentsted In reading It. rd be 
honored If you would 

I caD the book. "fear of UvIng.' It Is named this because all of us on our boat ~ 
IMns In the "hell" we went @lOIns through In VIetnam. DyIng didn't seem so bad and IMns 
under d'Iose conditions was somewhat ~. 

Slncently. 
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E. R. WMWALT. JR. 
ADMIJtAL. u. S. NAVY (IlET.) 

October 22, 1992 

Mr. Ron Kirkwood 

Dear Ron: 

I wae deeply touched by your letter of October 12 and 
interested at the close correlation between your experiences 
and that of my so') Blmo. 

Ae you may know, I have been carrying on a running battle with 
the government concerning the need to provide compensation for 
diseases resulting from exposure to Agent Orange. Thanks to 
President Bush and many others we have been able to win 
compensation for four such diseases. If I live we will win 
more such rulings. 

I enclose a report I did for the Veterans Administration in 
that regard. 

I wish you well in completion of your book and your battle 
with brain cancer. 

Again my sincere thanks. 

Sincerely, 

.~$v1~ 
'E. R';Zymwalt, Jr. 

1500 ~lson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

(03) 351-8297 

Enclosure 
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