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12 June 1995
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt
1500 Wilson Blvd.
Arlington, VA 22209

Admiral Zumwalt:

This letter is a follow-up to a phone call which I made to your office approximately
six weeks ago. (I must note that your assistant, when I called, was very courteous and
helpful.) The purpose was to ask you several questions regarding your tenure as the Chief
of Naval Operations under President Nixon.

I am presently a retired naval officer who is teaching American History and
International Politics at a local community college. Additionally, I am a doctoral student
at the University of Connecticut. The purpose of my writing is to hopefully open a
dialogue to discuss my favorite president and his policies. Specifically, I have been very
interested in what has become known as the Nixon Doctrine.

I am most interested in what the effect of the Nixon Doctrine was on the planning
process of the military, specifically the United States naval deployment and strategic
posture. It seems to me that this was the time period when we went from a two front war
to a single, possible a “front and a half” posture. How did this affect you as the CNO both
in planning/procurement and in posturing? The Nixon Doctrine has been criticized by
many as being “off the cuff”’, “ambiguous” and of “no particular value”. Was this the
perception of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and did his announcement on Guam in July of 1969
come as a surprise? It would appear to me, especially after having worked on the staff of
COMSUBPAC Strategic Planning, that the military had already been planning the posture
shift and the announcement by the President was the culmination of that shift.

Also, would you be amenable to allow me to continue this correspondence to
accomplish a three fold purpose:

a. to allow me to continue my personal interest in the Nixon presidency

b. to assist me in bringing the clearest and most complete picture of this time

period to my students and finally,

c. to permit me original source material for inclusion in my doctoral work.

Thank you sir, for your time and assistance in my work. 1 salute you today, as I

did when I first entered the military, President Nixon was my first Commander-in-Chief, as
you were my first CNO.

Respectfully,

Gary Donato, LT USN (ret)





