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saturday we commemorate. or try to 
lorget. tile 1~1l of saigoo to the NOT1h Viet· 
namese mvaders. eight years ago. 

O! tile traumatic events that led up to 
tIlat collapse. only one point. even now. is 
the subject 01 universal agreement: tIlat 
the whole enterprise ended In the abj",,1 
and unmitigated deleat. not only 01 Soutll 
Vietnam. Laos and Cambodia. hot also 01 
all tile political and military objectives 01 
Ihe Umled States and its allies. 

Uke many convenUonally accepted 
propositions, tIlis view is wrong. The Viel· 
nam struggle was 10 a considerable extent 
successlul in its maln objectives. The 
grievous allied losses were therelore a sac· 
riftce, not a waste. Veterans 01 that con· 
llict, especially the combat veterans, who 
losl no major bailie, should be hooored lor 
achieving whal tbey did, wlth a ruthless 
aggressor In lronl 01 them and a disloyal 
Intelligentsia to the rear. 

Vietnam strongly parallels tile War of 
Spanish Succession 01 1701 to 1113. in which 
Brilaln, Auslga, Holland and Prussia 
joined In a grand alliance 10 prevent !J:>uis 
XIV 01 France from placing his grandson 
Phllip on the throne 01 Spain, 10 sueceed 
tile Spanish k:ing wOO .... dying childless, 
Spain was the. perceived as a powerful 
counlry, and had a vast and opUlenl em· 
plre. 1111 had fallen under the tyranny 01 
l.Du1s XIV. the future prtJ5llfCts for tre\'. 
dom and the rule 01 law In conUnenlal Eu· 

, rope and in Brttain land !herelOT" tn North 
, America and the otller English'speaI<lng' 

lands as we\ll would bave been mueh dim· 
mer. 

WltIl the Duke of Marlborougll and 
Prince Eugene of Savoy turning In a sue· 
~on of vlclories, !he war was popular 
With tile British people Inr the firs1 eight 

years. But after Marlborough was replaced sia, Malaysia, Thailand. Singapore, the 
lor domestic political reasons, the tide be· Philippines and perhaps Taiwan and South 
gan 10 tum against the alliance. In 1712 the Korea-Iar outweighed the tIlree embattled 
British commanders were ordered not to stales 01 Indochina. . 
lake part In any further battles. SenSible The ailies succeeded in tills second ab-

. people staT1ed 10 look loward peace. Bul jectlve. These countries are now among 
the peace which Britain signed was a hu· the most economically successful and polil' 
mll!ating one. BehInd the hacks 01 Us al· Ically stable, and the mosl liberal. in tile 
lies, Britaln gave up the wbole point at Is· Third World. Subject 10 certain reserva· 
sue and allowed !.nuis to leave his grand· lions aboul Ihe Philippines, they are today 
son on the Spanish throne. Incomparably tougher nuts 10 crack than 

Englishmen 01 the time felt Ihat a mlli· they would have been in Ihe early 1960s 
tarily successful war had ended in betrayal had Hanoi land its Soviet and Chinese 
and defeat. But as Waller Bageho! argued backers) enjoyed a speedy viCIOry over the 
a century .nd a half later, these feelings South. And In the intervening years Ihe 
were mistaken. For there are occasions. he Chinese-Soviel rifl became so deep that the 
wrote, "when a war itself does lis own two greal dictatorships were no longer 
work." To concede the issue .11 t713 when able 10 collaborate in backing wars of "na' 
France and ilS king were weakened by Ihe tionalliberation"-even to Ihe point where 
eonnict was very different from concedmg China would occasionally support Western 
it in 1700, when they were both at the peak interests for the sake 01 oftsetting Soviet 
of lht'lir power and aggrf"sslvf"ness. Influence. '" 

In the same way, history may Judge A particularly crucial pass durtng those 
that the time purchased by the struggle In years came when the communists sough! 

. South Vietnam was ultimately more Impor· to overthrow Ihe Indonesian gavemmen! In 
tant than lIS outcome. From the outset, al' September 196,. The lact that Ih. U.S. and 
lied oppositlon to North Vietnam had two lis allies were resisting the communists in 
openly staled objectives: Hrst, to save"", Vietnam strengthened the determination 01 
South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia from 11' Indonesla's soldiers to stand united behind 
Invasion and, second, to give the other de- their commanders, ralher than throw In 
veloping eountrtes of Southeast Asia time thelt lot wlth the supposedly invincible 
to buUd up their ecOl)omies and societies In communists, as many 01 them might othet· 
order to mue them better able tn resist wise have done. The attempted coup was 
communist military expansion when It decisively defeated. 
later turned Its attention b;ick to them. The Had even that single Issue gone the 
"national liberation fronts" established by other way, tile long·term consequences for 
the communists In tIlese counlri05 had Southeast Asia, the Pacllic and the world 
made long·term communist Intentions would have been Inestimably grealOr Ihan 
quit" clear. . tIlose 01 Ihe tragic event eight years ago. 

This second objective was the mOT" 1m· 
portant, since In terms 01 population, re­
sources and strategic' location, other 
threatened countries In Ihe area-Indo .. ,. 

Mr. Walker is a vi>iti"l1 scfwlnr {Tom 
AlIJtrnlid at SIn/iford lhIlV<'TSiI~·. Hoo,,,,r 
1 •• t/lItU .... 
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