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By GEOFFREY WALKER

Saturday we commemorate, or Lty to
forget, the fall of Saigon to the North Viet-
namese invaders eight years ago.

Of the traumatic events that led up to
that collapse, only one point, even now, is
the subject of universal agreement: that
the whole enterprise ended in the abject
and unmitigated defeat, not only of South
vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, but also of
all the political and military objectives of
the United States and its allies.

Like many conventionally accepted
propositions, this view is wrong. The Viet-
nam struggle was to a considerable extent
successful in ils maln objectives. The
grievous allied losses were therefore a sac-
rifice, not & waste. Veterans of that con-
flict, especially the combal veterans, who
Jost no major battle, should be honored for
achieving what they did, with a ruthless
aggressor in front of them and a disloyal
inteltigentsia to the rear.

Vietnam strongly parallels the War of
Spanish Succession of 1701 to 1713, in which
Britain, Austgia, Holland and Prussia
joined in a grand alliance to prevent Louis
X1V of France from placing his grandson
Philip on the throne of Spain, to succeed
the Spanish king who was dying chlldless.
Spain was then perceived as @ powerful
country, and had a vast and opulent em-
plre. 1f it had failen under the tyranny of
Louis X1V, the future prospects for free-
dom and the rule of law ln continental Eu-
rope and in Britain (and therefore in North

lands as weil) would have been much dim-
mer.

With the Duke of Marlborough and
Prince Eugene of Savoy turning in a suc-
cession of victories, the war was popular

with the British people for the first eight

America and the other English-speaking

years. But after Marlborough was replaced
for domestic political reasons, the tide be-
gan o turn against the alliance. In 1712 the
British commanders were ordered not to
take part in any further battles. Sensibie

-people started to look toward peace. But

the peace which Britain signed was a hu-
miliating one. Behind the backs of its al-
lies, Britain gave up the whole point at is-
sue and allowed Louis to leave his grand-
son on the Spanish throne.

Englishmen of the time felt that a mili-
tarily successful war had ended in betrayal
and defeat. But as Walter Bagehot argued
a century and a half later, these feelings
were mistaken. For there are occasions, he
wrote, when a war itsell does Its own
work." To concede the issue .1 i713 when
France and its king were weakened by the
conflict was very different from conceding
it in 1700, when they were both at the peak
of their power and aggressiveness.

In the same way, history may judge
that the time purchased by the struggle in

‘South Vietnam was ultimately more impor-

tant than its outcome. From the outset, al-
lied opposition to North Vietnam had two
openly stated objectives: first, (o save
South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia from
invasfon and, second, to give the other de-
veloping countries of Southeast Asia time
to build up their economies and societles in
order to make them better able to resist
communist military expansion when it
later turned its attention back to them. The
“national liberation fronts' established by
the communists in these countries had
made long-term communist intentions
quité clear.

This second objective was the more im-
portant, since in terms of population, re-
sources and strategic - location, other
threatened countries in the area—Indone-
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sia, Malaysia, Thalland, Singapore, the
Philippines and perhaps Taiwan and South
Korea —far outweighed the three embattled
states of Indochina. '

The allies succeeded in this second ob-
Jecuve, These countries are now among
the most economicatly successful and polit-
fcally stable, and the most iiberal, in the
Third Worid. Subject to certain reserva-
tions about the Philippines, they are today
incomparably tougher nuts to crack than
they would have been in the early 1960s
had Hanoi (and its Soviet and Chinese
backers) enjoyed a speedy victory over the
South. And in the intervening years the
Chinese-Soviet riff became so deep that the
two great dictalorships were no longer
able to collaborate in backing wars of ‘'na-
tional liberation' —even to the point where
China would occasionally support Western
interests for the sake of offsetting Soviet
Influence, -

A particularly crucial pass during those
years came when the communists sought
to overthrow the Indonesian government in
September 1965, The fact that the U.S. and
its allies were resisting the communists in
Vietnam strengthened the determination of
Indonesla’s soldiers to stand united behind
their commanders, rather than throw in
their lot with the supposedly invincible
communists, as many of them might other-
wise have done. The attempted coup was
decisively defeated.

Had even that single issue gune the
other way, the long-term consequences for
Southeast Asia, the Paclfic and the world
would have been inestimably greater than

Mr. Walker is a visiting scholar from
Australia at Stanford University's Hoover
Institution.

rf &‘Ak‘c&qu-f' ('.gp

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

, Published since 1388 by

DOW JONES & COMPANY, INC.
Editorial and Corporate Headquarters:
32 Cortlandi Street, New York, N.Y. 10007,
Telepbone (213) 285-5000

WARREN H PHILLIPS
Chairman and Chatf Execubar

RAY SHAW
Preuden
FETER R KANN
View Premdent/Asonate Pabisker

FREDERICK TAYLOR ROBERT L BARTLEY

Executir Eduor Kduor
:\mcgdir KENNETH L. BURENGA

¥,
ARD T AGAN ot Prosudeat/Curculabon

Viee Presiont/Marketmg
LEK HEFFNER
Yiew Prasuden!/ Adusrtising

DONALD A MACDONALD GRORGE W FLYNN

Vier Chasrman Senar Vice Prevdant
EDWARD R CONY WILLIAM L DUNN

Vi Premdens/News Viee Presdent/General Manager
W GILBERT FAULK JR BETTY A DUVAL

View Prosutent /Logal Vice Premdear/

FREDERICK G. HARRIS Staff Dessiopment

Ve Premdent / Finoncy JAMES H. OTTAWAY JR
STERLING K SODERLIND  Vice Premdes

Community Newspapers

Vat Premdent/Plannng

SUBSCRIPTION AND ADDRESE CHANGES should by snt 10 The
Wall Strest Journal 200 Burnwti Rowd, Chaspes. Mam. 01071, pemyg
oid aod ww addrem For aubmvipoon rates sw Pege 2



