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Date: 

1"0: 

From: 

Subject: 

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE 
VIETNAM CONFLICT 

Teu!! Tech liniversity 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 

Fax: (806) 742-1060 

FAX COVER SHEET 

14 :\ilal"ch 1996 

Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jl .. 
Fax: (703) 528-5795 

James R. Reckner 

Vietnam Symposium Arrangements 

'lumber of Pages (Including Cover Sheet): :; 

If you ha,,'e problems receiving this docwllt"nt, call: (806) -; .. t:l-37""" 

Dear Pnst:il1a: 

Attached please l'ind some correspondence t0T the Admiral's 
cO!1siclero.tion. At Canligny last week he asked me tv draft a fax to General 
Giap for him. It is attached. ,\3 [ remember, he 5ent the last one '\'IS the 
American Embassv in Hanoi. 

Also. at the Cantigny llleeting. the Admiral promi~ed to call President 
Ford to get s.:.me solid respollse to Ius lllvitation tor the Pre<;ldellt to "peak At 

the svmposiulll. Would vou please remind him l1fthat? 

(J!~~~' 
James R Reckner ____ 
-----~­~---
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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

14 \-{arch 1996 

Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
1 ()()O Wilson Boulevard. Suite 
-\rIington. VA 22209 

Dcar Admiral: 

It Wall a greal pleasure to me<:t with you lit Canliiny, and Ir.\ mare II dcligh1ful 
dinner tvith you and Tnn. The conference was mosl informative for me and also 
constructive for the Cenillf. 

Yi .. lmull Arcbivf' 

"'-'bile there, Dr. Lmv Dennan of the Uruvenity of Califomih at DI\\,15 offered the 
C::nler aU of hi, ,\,jdrnam-ra1attd papers He was a i:ot\sultant for CDS du:ring 
W"stmoreland v. CBS, and has .l complete sel of papers relating to th~ ':3l>e, i.ncluding 
.orne White House tapes. the total ~on\ent~ of whi .. h have not yet heen fclca!cd. He i;; also 
.)ffering liS ;;~\pie~ of all Yictnam-l'elatell d.ncument~ f,.()m the Truman it\d Eisenhol>cr 
presidential libraries and thou~ands of doDars of copies fioln the LI3J Library. All of th( 
documents in this very large ~oUe;lion <If'" computer catalogued and cross-r;;:tercnccd. 

,\s "" continue 10 gather ~,)lIection5 fi'om the four corn~n; of the nation. 1 am 
much impressed With how very widely dispersed Villtnam r~ords actually are. As ~'" 
gather more of these, m.1Ie.rials lIndt'r a single roof; Itteir col1e.:.rive value t() re~eal'Chers. I 
helie'\<'e. will incr~~ exponentiJlUy . .'IS we are at th .. "arne tirfle ,implifving lor all fumte 
l'esear.::her!; the l)fOCdS~ of merely locating th", n:levanl collecrio.l\s, 

I am delighted thLlt you will hlve an oppOliunity 10 luue Ih .. new ar~hive hooding 
during yow' April vis.ir. AmOllil. (ltiler things. the new.: building will have a magnifiC¢trt 
researcher reading room. It is two stories high. I'>ilh calh",drw windoVi.'S that will provide a 
degree of natural lighting rar" [or l1I'ohives. It will be Lll'\;\scarcher's dream c·ome true. 

\'ietnamese Delegation. 

I am pleased to report that we have tinalh nailed down $15,00010 cover the 
e:<.:penses o)f a party of five "ietruunese 10 travel from Hanoi 10 Lubbock fol' the 
s)/l11pru;ium. The Uloney comes from a local philanthropist, lv1f'. W. R. "dub" Rll$hing. At 
the ground breaking t'or Ih¢ Iniernilliuruil Cullund C<.:nl~r cighreen months .ago, MI'. 
Hushing said thar he thought what we I1I'C doing 'I'Iith the \'iemam Cenler i. what mak~" the 
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VIETNAM CliNTER NA '!'I()XAL crno'NCll 
M",ir& Elmo It Zu""" .. lt, Jr .• USN (Rlln, a..,"""" 

C-~ral William C, Westmoreland, Han. WilliAm E Co)\:)-.v 
Holt WIUi.m t> !lundy. HM. !lui 0; ..... i'M1e""", Oougl •• P;k. 

ARCHlVi. OF THIi VT&TNJL\( CONFLICT 
T .. a, T.a Ubl'M)/ 

An J*.JlrrmallfJ(f At/rem Ir.ShhdWI"l 

Lubbocl<. T ...... 7940'1.0002 (B<l6) '42-3758 
Fa." (806) 742-1920 
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Adrninll EJllli) R. Zumwalt, JI'. 

dilIerelJtle between a college and ~ U1uversity. He has n<m reinforced that ass.:rtion with 
generou; :financial support. [~nclose for your con~ideration a lel1er lhllruj.ne MI', Ruslung. 

In,,itatron to General (iiap 

Attached al~o f11ea~e find a draft fax f~'r ) <Jta c(ltlsidl!:ration for lran:;mi.s~1011 to 
(J,,'Illiral Giap. 

Hon. Pett" Prterson 

I have leamed confidrntia~' that the '''rule Hou.e is pl..l.nning to annoWlc\' touay 
1h..1. the Pr~'SidcIlt has selected the Ron. Pete PerMson as the firs!' t.:. S. Ambassador to the 
Sociali~t Republic of Vie In am. A.~ he has alrt:adJ conuuittcd to attending our ~'1npollium 
to report on the PO\V,1\.n.'I. situation. I have also extende,t.llln in,itatinn t"'r him to s\XIal at 
the Friday lunchliOIl ,,11 his mission to Victnlln\. lfhe agrlleS, this will displace: Doug Pike. 
but I feel certain Doug will gracefully step asid~. I inl,;nd 1.0 invite Doug to introduce 111'. 
Pc tCf800 , 

The thought CtY)""'~ my mind that 11.11'. PI'!l'fHm'S scl.:ctiol1 is a most remarkable 
chait.c. I don't belie,,'\: ther¢ has been any ca.~e in our history where an individual who 
spent y~a!'!! in II country'~ prisons wa~ cvl.:r subsequently selected to b~ ~ccreditted to Ihat 
nation. 

Finill.v. AdmiraL permit me t.o sa,.. that every'one atlhe Vietnam Center loob 
forward to visiting "'ith you and JI,·f.IK Zumwalt -- and. of CO!lr!Je, Jim -- next month. 

Di,,,ctor 

""el: Dratt fax to General Giap 
Draft letter to Mr. \V,B. "dub" Rushing 
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Admiral Elmo R Zumwalt, Jr. 

D-R-A-F-T 

Dear General; 

Ali the date [or our Yi~lnaln SymposiUln. After rhe ('old War: ;f:/e<twissing 

Vi!1lintll'll. is rapidly approaching and the need arise~ t!'l I1lak., fill!!1 al1'angemenrs, I II.'OIIM 

hkc 1:0 consull with you on,e again about the possihility nf ynur attemdauce. 

Doubtless you already Imow that J .ieutejjatlt ('yenera.! Ph"m Hong Son has 

accepl!;;d an invitation to participate as have two other Vietnamese c,fficials And we have 

recently issulld an invitation to Lieutenant General !'han l.uong True. On rhe iwcncan 

side. wc wUl have General William B. RO'lson. Lieuttmant General John R Cushman. Vice 

.".dmi.tal Emm~U Tidd and a number of (Jther flag and gellerlll offi<:<'r.. '" wdl as 

a.wadllmics from Singapore. Japan, Au!ltra1ia.. "Jew Zealand, C/U1lIt\I'. Russia. and the Cnted 

Siaies. .".lso present"i\iU be our Amha.~,adoj'-de."ignate to the SC'Giaful Republic of 

\'!i:lnarn, the IIonorable Pete Peter!;on, and we are hopcf'Ullhlll Pre.khmt Gerald Ford will 

allwd. Won't you Join us for ",,'hat prmnise~ to he a most implJrlllnl and constructive 

mt;~ling? 

Ver,v Respectfully, 

3 
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.\dminll Elmo n, Zumwmt, ,11'. 

Mr, \\" B. "dub" .Rushing 
9707 Ellst '''fountain View Road, 
but l.lcH 
S~onsd3Je Airzona 85258 

De.ar \:Ir, j{tL~hing: 

D-R-A-F·T 

0.'. lAmes R;;,,).ncl', the Director of the C~nter tor the Study of the Yidnalll 

Con1li,,1 at Texas Tech t:nivCIsltv, ha~ a<his~d me ofyo\ll' wond.ertul ~enerosil~ in 

pro'iding $15,000 to bring II party of Victnll.tnest: ufficials 10 L uhbocl; to partkipate ;n th~ 

torthcoming Vietnam sympusium, A.jtt?r the Coj,-/ War: R~a$sessmg Vietnam, 

I have today corresponded with General "0 ~<guyen Giap, the founaer of lh,' 

North Vietnamese Army and long-time ).1lnil;te.! of Defense fur ll!~ So;;uwst Repuhhc of 

Vietnam. [0 again Ul'gC him to join his ~olleaguo$ in II/welu,!!: tn Lubb<)~k for the 

r helieve (hi,; Vietnam s)'ltlposiurn will be one of tho: m<)l;llmportant .;onferen~es 

abllut the ""ar condu;;tcd anywho:re in th~ world in rec;mt y~ars. It IS a great cr;;dlt tn 

I uhho~k and Texas Te~b that it should be ~()nd~tea in your gJ;:.at CIty, And it i~ tIl<! 

g~I'''''OUS supporl ufthe cifuns of Lubbock, .md particularly )'r-u, that h~'l made moh an 

international meeUng possible, 

T look forward to the opportunity of visitinlJ, with you dlll'lng the s~ mposillnl 

"\11\"" . 

1 :Vtt. Rushine ~pells his nickname "dub" ,\iih a 10\"'01 Cill>e "a" ().lust be a We;;t 
T .;xas thine,. ) 

... Allhough the address i, 1Il An7.ona. he is :1 T .ubbock residel't The A,ri7ona addfe~s 
IS his winter hom;;, 

4 

I4l 005 
03,'14196 OQ:~9 FA! 806 7J2 1060 HISTORY TTl' 

.\dminll Elmo n, Zumwmt, ,11'. 

Mr, \\" B. "dub" .Rushing 
9707 Ellst '''fountain View Road, 
but l.lcH 
S~onsd3Je Airzona 85258 

De.ar \:Ir, j{tL~hing: 
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