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.\dmiral limo R. Lumwalt, Jr. 
1000 Willi on Boult;vard. S uilt: 
Arlington, VA 22209 

I)~ar Admiral.' 

I want to take just 8 moment or Iwo of HUti' time. to update vou on development~ 
1:.:i.aI<:U 10 Iht: Vielrulm symposium. 

As you already know, I have imil<.;d :t.~ior General Tnn Iiai Phung and al.!.o the 
fighter pilot, Lt. Col. LO;) Thanh Chon. I was unable 10 get a fa:" through to Colo"el C:hM, 
so Jim very gra"iousiy pro'\.ided me with the fa", number ot'lI..Jr. Phl! Van "Jguycn ,,111, .. 
Helgian Consulate in Saigon. He has now hand-delivered the invitation. He has a.1so 
r<:<.;ommended inviting an individual who covered the war for the media from the other 
side. Mr. Tran ConI! T an. After di.cussing this 1:\1th the \ocal11(I\isol") board, I am fa-dng 
the m~1tatlOn to him today. 

I received a Imgthy tel=l'hone ~an from General """<:stmmeland yeslerdav in ,,·hich 
he declmed agam our m\lltatlOI1 to attend the symposium. 

(Pleast kt'ep this confidential,) In the discussion, the general went on 1>1 some 
~()n'<idcrablc length about Lieutenant Colonel Lewis Sorley, who i$ scheduled t" pre~ent a 
paper at the luncheon "", ... ~ioT\ em Raturday, 20 April. Th", e"~<mc~ of the general's 
comments related to the tact that he is convinced that Sorkr is engaged in II personal 
vendetta against him. 

1lW! conclusion was drav.n from a letter that Soriey "'Tote to Lieulmant General 
Phillip Da\lidson (who died just a tev.· weeks ago from cancer). Genera) Westmoreland 
\i.siled with )"frs. Da\-idson t,) offe!' hi, "",,,d,,Jences. llnd whi1~ there '\-In. David>on 
showed the general this letter, which, he said. in e~sence accused General Westmoreland of 
being involved in a clique to influence the cowse of the war a~st the natIOnal inUTQ.t. 

The general then menliClnt,J that Sorley had served on his staff and f"tired from 
there, not having been promoted. tIe is I.onccmo:d that that miiht bl' the uo.derl,:vi.ng cause 
(If the animosity. The gener .. ! al,o commented ab(>ul LTC Sorley's father (also a lieutenant 
;.olonel) and hi~ grandtarhl:'T \',·bo had r,l on~ ?.'lnt heen tho eldest IMng \'!.·cst Point 
gra,lualc. 

Concernmg S(')rlev'~ pap<:r I l'Iillli,ten ",irh !i:\l"cal inlet",!, and if I am provided a 
;;apI,', I have agreed to send a pholowpv to the genera.1. Of course. I indi,all.ld to the 
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vll!TNAM CENTER NATIONAL COl.':-OCIL ARCHIVE 01' mE VlliTNAM CONFUCT 
Admiral Elmo II ZIImWIlt Jr., 1.'5:-\ (REn. Cn,,,,,.,, 

GintrAl: William C. Westmoreland, Hen. WilllL'T: £. Colby 
He". William P. 8undy. Hon. llW O1em. Prole"", Doui\l" l'II«r 

Ar: A>+-;'-'fl.H;t'i! Actum butiJutlrm 

T .... Tech UbIa!")' 
l.uObock, T ... , ?9409.(lOOl (806) ?4a.3?58 
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Admiral Elmo R. ZumwalL. Jr. 

general that in a conf=nce ot'this type 1 ~ou1d take no steps to preVilnL him from speakiIlg, 
but J pointed out that whatever he might say. he (Soder) win have to live ... ith the 
irnpressi<m. it might cn,au: amonglSt his peers. General WI:I!Lmol;;:lImd 18 convinced that it 
Mil he terribly biased againsL him. I guess we will h.ave to wait and see. 

My manner of approach to this entire issue is mat I am advising} OU confidentially, 
and then I will say nothing at all publicly. 

At any ralE, I conclude that ('Ttlneral Westmoreland simply does nut WIsh to race the 
possible aggravation of attending !he S) mposiurn, which doubtle~~ llI-ili have more than 001;\ 
indh1dWil who "ill adopt a position antagonistic to him. I ,,"ell undmtnnd this position . 
... lter all, General Westmoreland ha.~ faced more tllan his fair share of anUlgoni$lTl in the 
}'earl! since the war. 

In further diSL'US\ion., the Bf:neral did agree tn rome to Lubbock .ilL somi.' ()ihl.T tune, 
probably in Lh .. FaJ1. I know overyone connected with the Vietnam Center and Archive 
would be delighted to host a visit from him. It is possible we could organize such /I low­
keyed visit that would pr.:srnl no 8Iltagoni~t!.. and ptJrhaps organize for him (.Q cui thl: 
n'bbon officially opening the Archive in thl; new building, or possibly opening the offices of 
the ecnlet'. He would have the ClppOttu.ni.ty, Loa, to visit with Genet'als BrOVtlulli:ld auld 
Mittemeyer, both of whom are old acquainraxtces. 

Attire for Symposium BftJlquet. We have indiGated in our latest newlettcr that 
attire for the &ympo&ium banquet will be eilh\lr black W::lmiJIl:ary dinner dress uniform or 

" .~ business .~uiti&ervice dress. Htigadier General Ted Mata:'Ii;, has written to inquh1f: whether 
, you intend to wear miniature rru;dals, 01' what. 1 told him I would check "ith you. 

All else seems to be on track for the symposium, sir. Vice Admiral and Mrs. TIM 
are Mriving on the Sunday befl.>t't: tho; ~ympO!iIlJJ:l\. and uuknown tl) thaUl, we have already 
programmed them into a nlception and dinner on Monday nighL and a dinner at a local 
country club Tucsd"v night. I "ill get a letter to them in !h~ next day or Iwo. 

I am sending bv surface mail a bundle of our lalest newsletter so that )lOll might 
have a fe'W copies to circulate, should you encounter anyone who yOll think might be 
interested. 

- -1Ji1ret:1:m--------)iJectoi 
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