
01126/98 16: 36 FAl 806 '742 1060 HISTORY TIT 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE 
VIETNAM CONFLICT 

TCUIl Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 

Fa:s:: (806) 742-1066 

FA.X COVER SHEET 

.January 26.1996 

Admiral Ebno R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
Fax: (703) ~18-5795 

James R. Reckner 

ARVN General Vinh lAX 

">u.ml.er of Pages (Including Cover Sheet): 13 

If you have problems reeei\ing this doewnent, call: (806) 742-3744 

,--~-----------,,~-~,~---------,-,,-

Ial 001 01126/98 16: 36 FAl 806 '742 1060 HISTORY TIT 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE 
VIETNAM CONFLICT 

TCUIl Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 

Fa:s:: (806) 742-1066 

FA.X COVER SHEET 

.January 26.1996 

Admiral Ebno R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
Fax: (703) ~18-5795 

James R. Reckner 

ARVN General Vinh lAX 

">u.ml.er of Pages (Including Cover Sheet): 13 

If you have problems reeei\ing this doewnent, call: (806) 742-3744 

,--~-----------,,~-~,~---------,-,,-

Ial 001 



01/26/96 18:37 F_~l 806 742 10ao HISTORY TTl" 

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

January 26, 1996 

Admiral. Ehno R. Zumwall, Jr. 
1000 Wilson Boulevard. Suite 
ArIingtoo, V A 22209 

Dear Admiral; 

Y .. erday I recctved a letter from General Vinh Loo in which be thanked me tOr 
inviting him to pBIlicipate in our symposium(!I) and indicated that he would like [0 .ioin the 
panel discuesion planned for you, Gcnaal Giap and General We!ltmoreland. 

TlruIi far. I bave sent but one letter to General ViM Loe. I broadlv outlined the 
work CJf the Center and very C&'CfuDy avoided irrvilina him to the S)nIposium, becau. ... of 
the romplicatioos that miabt arise should be appear on the agenda. I forward a copy of my 
letter to him oIl1 November 1995 and his letter of January 19. 1996, with 1M encloscd 
comments aoout General Giap_ 

I bc:lWve it l'iould be imprudent fOr us to expand the panel to include General ViM 
Lac for at least two reasons: First, his presence on the panel might dash any Ghance that 
there wiD. be a senior r AVN officer on it. And !il:CIJndly. -although p~tly 
undCtlitlUldabie given the painful South Vielnamese experience~ r am lmCertain ~ethec 
General Vinh Loc could conduct a moaningfu1 discussion wilh General Giap. T draw thi$ 
conclusion mainly from the tenor of his remarluI about General Giapin his letter and the 
enclosed biograpblcal comments, but alao from the deep emotion that he Cltprc!lscd wben 
he spoke at the conference on Mr. McNamara's book in Washington in "'\o"l.'emhet· 

For the above tea.'IOm, I propose to dmy his request as gracefully 48 possible, and 
al the same time to leave open tht'; possibiJil:y that he lllight Ilth:nd the sympoIllum and be in 
the audience, from which position he might raist.o any points he wi~hes to make. 

As this is an issue of considerable sonsitivity, I will await a respon.~ from you 
betbro taldng any action concemins the gern:rat Please let me know wbat you think 1 
should do. 

~T 
. Jame8 R. Reckner " -
-- Director 

I4J 0",0 =-2 __ 

ARCIUVli OF THE VlllTN.\M CON1'tlCT 
T ..... T«I\ Libruy 

L"~ r ..... 79«19-1lOOZ ~) 7.u-3758 
Po>" (1106) 1'l-1920 
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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

November 21, 1995 

General Vinh Loc 
Vietnam War Afumnath SI\ldy Project 
13246 Ca-rvcl Drive 
Houston, TX 77083 

Dear Ucneral: 

It was a great pleasure and honor to :meet you at 1h., recent MeNIIIDAfIl conf(:rcncc 
at the A.rmy & Navy Club. lam taking 1hc h'bcrty at this point to provide you \\'itb. some 
further iDfonnation about us and what we are attempting to duo 

By way of personal introduction, I wil1 say that I am a retired 11111131 o.fficcr of no 
particular achievement while in the semce. athOl' than having ~'Od two toUl'S as a ~emior 
lI(ivtsor to South Vielllilmese river forces. 1 R1:ired in 1978. and now am an aI!IIociatc 
professor of' histoIY specializing in American military histOl')'. 

We b~ our: Vietnam project here at Texas Tech in the summer of 1989, when a 
group of Vic!tnam veterans from the community l1UIt at the ll:Ilivc:rsity to diseUII just WM 
we miaht do. Somo of tile mm suggested establishing a memo.rial. as has Men done in flO 

many cOInmunilies around the nation. HOWCVlr, wc dctcrminld that a more conmucti1Ie 
CQUlSe miabt be to C5tablish an arc:llMl to ptellC1'VC the m;ord of the American cxperi<M1ce 
in Violnam In Ofdot' that future gcnorations might have some key to undenltaru!:ing whal w., 
did there. 

It didn't take US long to discovor that there is a trcmendous amount of matorial om 
there in need of presorvatioo, and, furthor. that there is a mountain of mareriaI available on 
microtilmlmieroform from commercial and o1hor sources. One of our PressU1s netld~ to 
futtber the project was money (as it always is), and so we decided we needed an 
orpnintion to uUe the money to make fuc arelliv;: grow. With this in mind, we 
approached the university's Board ofRc:genm in :-lavembcr 1989, and they UI\lInimou.,1y 
establish«l the Centot for !he Study of the V;etn&m Conflict, ">Vith miMsions to guide and 
assist the growth of the Vietnam Archive, to enco\l1'llge continuing study of all aspects M 
the American Vietnam expencncc, and to teach hiQh. school ulachers how TO teach 
Vietnam. 

AI this point I approached Admiral Zumwillt for assil>tanlll:, and I am pleased to say 
that from the bcvinnini of Ollr work. the Admiral has been o\lr mongest and most 
consistent supporter. In tact, I am quite Ilertain !hat without his eontinuing MSiatance we 
would never have enjoyed the success that we have so far achieved. Admiral Zumwalt 
continues to be chainnan ot our :-Ial;onal COIutcll and chief supporter of our effort 

VlETNAM O!NTE:R NATIONAL COUNCIL 
A4mttal !hno Il Z\ll1lwalL j'" USN (RET), C1Wrm.an 

(' ... 01111 WUIlAm C. W .. l:lrloctIan4, H"", Wi!li.orn £. C"thy 
Hon. WlUlam 1'. Bundy, Han. llui 0;_ Pm...." Doup Pike 

An AflirmAlhlt Action Jnshtutu,rr 
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General Vinh Lac 

Siru:e 1989, Qur arlOhival holdings have grO'l\'n consi.derably, trulst notably with 
acquisition oflhe 1,000,000 plus original docun'lmtS of tho DouaJas Pike conection. VY1lich 
had boon housed at the University of California (Reri<eley). A I!l'''at many of these are 
captl1l'ed VC documelrt1. We aIio have long rum. of ~ SAigon newspapcn., 3$ wen 11$ 

Mum Dan and (pia/1 Doi Nhan Dan. We now ha\-e over lOO smaller colleetl{JI'~ donated 
by Vietnam vcterlmll from all over the 00UI'Ib). Some are specta.::ullu·, such 115 an extensive 
collection reiating to the My Lai incidenl, donated by II. tbnncr U.S Ann}' lAG officenvho 
defimded a number of the cnIi!Itcd mm. Othm; are as s:mAIlas selS of personal lett.m. 
homo, photos, etc. 

Within the last month. we: have accepUld custody of approximately 70 linear fct\1 of 
docwnelllS relating 10 the National Coalition of Vietnam Vcterarul and II smaDer ooIleclion 
donallXl by tho Honorable J. Eldon YalC6, relating to tho founding ortho Vietnam VetI!ranli 
Institute. These will COlIStitutc what I hope will grow inlo It critical mall of reAeRtCh 
matcrialll relating w Vietnam 'lll.\teratl&, which w:ill be of great importance to future 
generationa of resoan;hers secldng to understand our coDective Clqlmence. We haw a 
tentAtM promise of an monsi\'O collection relalini 10 POW/~fIA ~ and MIhin the 
last wed. have !camel! that a foundalion in Dalla, bas granted us nearly 5:52,000 ror 
micro1i1m purehalletl. 

AI present. our nli::rofihn holdinas are relatively lin'li.ted. though we have spent 
nearly S3O,OOll in that area already. We now POSSell8 the historical records of MACV, rhe 
national securitY files of the Kennedv and Jobntun adminjsU'ationl, f"tICllI'dti lIfthc l7.S. . . 
Ann)' in Vietnam, historical files ofNavForV. SEAl. Team unir hiatories, and recordJ 
relating to the media and public opinion. With tho new grant we will purchase nOOro1i1m 
copies of approx.irnately 40,000 monographs em Indochina, the t>riginals of which are 
housed in the Eeh()l~ C.olleclion ot' Cornell University. We also will acquire tho records of' 
the t,:.S. :\<farinc: C0tp5 in Vietnam and about $8,000 of Stale Departmcmt cOIlfi&:ntil!l 
cOlTC&pOndcnc;e relating to Indochin.a. 

'I 'he remarkable thina is that we need an addilional S2oo.ooo just to oompletc the 
microtilm rOll::arch collections ~ At the SlI.1'QC lime, the Llbr&lY j~ beginning an effort to 
collljC! a complete hard-copy sci of everythjng that hal; be(,.n published relatins to Vietnam, 
to be held in the arcbi~ (as 0JlP0S'd to the general shclvOll of the hbraly, where they are 
iUbjccl to damage and lots at the hand!! of students), We have allocated $10,000 to begin 
Lhis project thi~ year, and have an additional S16,000 set aside for II.cquisitiona during this 
fiscal year. 

Paralleling thi~ l!Cquisilion ptOj!:I1IltI, tho university currently is building an S8.8 
rrullion at'Chive bllilding. Originally planned to house the univmity's OA·wll.si'iC Soutbwe~t 
CoDcction, plant have bcc:n drawn specificaUy to accommodate the VielDllm Archive, . 
which has becon\c the universitY'1i most rapidly grnwing coBcction. Privately, I believe the 
Vietnam collection will ovelWhclm the Southwest collection in the years ahead, but I am 
not adve.rtising that, as the: "powers-that-be" here in west Texas hold the Southwest 

:2 
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General Vinh Lac 

oo.l1ection in high esteem. I witt let tho I'C'IIIiutioll of wbal. is actu.ally happenina dawn on 
them slowly. 

_~ __ Ia!005 

Ano1hcr of our missions is the c:II.COUn&C.'IIIlent of study and ~ into ali aspects 
of Ihe American Vietnam exp,,'timce. Carrying out thi8 mission lw involved .. number of 
mcasures. Texas Tech now ofi'ers undergraduate and graduate counes on the Victmml 
war. 'l'hcsc classes arc comist<llltly O'Vl:f'!Il.IbsCli'bed. We simply cannot meet the student 
demand. In fact, in ord« to dilIcolJl'lt8C thc casual students, \\'t.< haw t'CSOhedllled an 
Vietnam courses to 8:00 a.m., And they arc 8tiIl oVC1'llubscribed. Our youup gmmWOII 
truly wmtls to learn about Vic\llam; t\ml.'rican univcrsitiejl have been slow to a£fer them 
Ihe opportunity. (1 ~1l!Ipccl lhal migbt hn>e somrtbing 10 do with what today's senior 
profeason were doing during the 1960s.) 

One /'e!iult of these cow:scs is 1hai we now have a WI)' active pduate program in 
Vtctnam siUdU!s. There arc currently ten students working toward either theses or 
diliscrtation& in , .. i!rlO1J$ aspects of Ammca in Viemam. And M of this seme&ter, the 
university has hired 1\ I_Ufo-track Vietnam RpCeialisI (Vimnam as i\&ian history) wbn is 
th:l.tlnt in Vietllall1Ole, and who can provide the IIlUdents with .. depth. of knowledge of 
Vi~ history thII't is icneralJy lacking in Vietnam war C01.ll:ll.eS. 

Our symposium MId conl:erencc program. ill another facet of the mi~sion. 10 
encourage new resca.rat. We are now in the late mage$ ofpbnniJ18 for our 1996 Vietnam 
sympMium, which will begin on the evening of Wednesday 17 April 1996 and will tUn 

tIJrouBh to the evening of Saturday 20 Am:il. Doubtless you have fl:Cllived a copy of nUt' 
September rurws1ctter which pro"idctla rough ootIino of lhat sympos.ium. Siru;, StptCmM 
the program luis grown remarkably. Wc now have 79 p.apcrs lIChcduIed fOr presentation, 
in addition to five individual speakers and two celebrity panelli. I will enclose a Ctlpy ofth .. 
agenda as it now st.tIIlds. 

The principal decisions concerning the Center and its functions llfIj made by a 
Vietnam Center AdvisOl) Board. which is compriRcd of Vietnam veterans ttom the 
community. Raniing in fanner rank from privale to lieutenant pneraI, the board members 
haw a couple at things 1n common: they have been reasonably successful in life, and they 
arc dedicated. to the program. In faet, many 01'11141 current board members were present 
tor OIlI .Gmt di&cUll&iolU in the sumntl.T of 1~89. and haven't missed a board meeting since 
then. The Cl.lfl'cnt pre&idcnt of th~ board is Briladiel' Gl:.n\,m A. R. Brownfield, 1 is A 
(Rtrt}. The licutClllllllll"Jlcral is BcrnhMd T. r-finemeyer. a fonner surgeon general of the 
. .!I.moy. 

We also lulw II 1Wlnber of'l.-ery &.'1ive supporters who don't I.ive in Lubbock, but 
neverlhcl!:55, I.\SC their fnnner tni1itm:y conoections ttl f I.Irther the OAWIc. A iood ClWIlpl= is 
Col.oncl Joe Potter, USAF (Rtrt), who Iiw:s in Coloradn SpringJI and has done marvel1n)l.\l 
work for lotS. ThrOUQh his connections he ha.~ ~ 10 get us copies nf an afthe Air 
Force POW dcbriefings. And be has greatly facilitated our purchase ofthc .;)Jr Force's 
CHECO reports. (We cll1.Tcntly have an ord« with the l,;SAF for ali 209 mthe reports that 
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General Vinh Lac 

have been dect.ailied. About:lifly rcma.in to be dcclas.sified and we have standina orders 
for t1lO8O \lltiu:maver !hey are cleared.) 

We continue major funding effom. Money, of course, is the limitina factor in out 
grl)w\h and de,\1:1opment, and a\so in the sccpo of the programs thal we can offer. 
Additjonaity, we ~ managed, thanb to help from wts in the community with po1itical 
conncx:tiDns. to get a speciallille item in the stall: bu. for this biennium. It has provided 
the fund. necessary for the 1996 Vietnam sympMium all well as mont;y 10 hire a fun lime 
vietnam arohi\'ist and a fl'WTIber (If mhar things. 

Our goal at this point is quite simple: we want the Center for 1he Study of the 
Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech to becomll the promiero archive and study center for all 
aspe...'1S of the • .t.rncrican Vielnam. experienee. We are woll alq the way to Ilchi~ thaI 
lIoal. and we inrend to co~ (!WIhing until we IICbi.eve it. And I know Admiral Zumwalt 
will oon'lirtu. to support us in that effort. 

For those of us who have been in'VOI:vcd, it bali been In'!IrlendousIy rewarding. We 
arc cloing something totally positiw; about our Vietnam cxperienl.lll. In the prooeu, we are 
creating a Vietnam memorial that \lltiJ1 be alive and vibrant 10Di after all of us who served 
!here MIl have paued trom the !OCetle. 

I will take the liberty. General. of placina your name an our mailing list for future 
broclwn:I and ncwliettet5 I'elating to out project. [would be interelted, too, to diSCUM any 
ways the Vietnam Center at Texas Tech might interoet with VNWASP. 

v cry respectfully, 

Jamc& R. Rec~ 
Director 

cncl: Newspaper oftPrints 
Revil!ed Symposium Agenda 
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VNWASA' 
Vietnam War Aftermath Study Project 

=~=-=== VoII:c (713) 293·96S6 Fax (409) 76S-7943 

81- o/t;.f .2!... -. "'" J18lt ~. ' ""~_ cW_ ~ 77(!SJf 

Dr. J.mes R. RecknIr. DirIctur 
Center flll'the Study of the V'1ItmIm Conflict 

Tex. T achnielll UBi_If 
Box 41013 

Lubbock. Tax. 77409·1038 

Dear Dr Reckner: 

January 19. 1!'196 

'l'hIIlk you fur your lntenlst in VNW ASP and your kind inviUtlon to the Symposium, After tht Cold 
War: Re{l$$tlJ$tflg Jtiemam. We at VNWASP are delighted with the agenda of tile Sympolium. 

As you well know, the Vietnam War hIlS engendered a rleh literalUte, consi.ting of lIDecdotes, 
stories, stuciies. analyses and seminars ... Havina participated in the recent McNamara book oonfereftce in 
Washington, D.C., \ut November. I believe your event promises to provide " markedly diffilnmt 
perspective. It is of p4tticu1ar ilm:rcst to us in two ways. 

FIrst, it is apparent from ~ aPi4,a.1I1ld pO~ideraJlio thoupt has been put into the conceptualization 
and plan.t!J.n¥ of the event. Noc only Is the c:olleetion of topics comprehensive and exIuu!atIVI!I, each one 
by iblelf promises to bci extrem.ely,,!~¥~ '~lidthoUSht;provoking. Examples oftopica1:blt caught my 
attention include Jolm del Vecellio's seheduli:1ftal~17ie Importance oj Story, Peter R.ollins' TlIUChbfg 
Yletnam willi Film, and sedgWick ToUrlSan1ri leI's Sell 'h~ BOlles. Many of the topics should oontri~1e 
further military. politiclll, academiC. ~llialand IIOOlal insigbt to our understa.nd,iq of the . War. I also 
fllld your sln<:ere attempts to incorporate self-retlective and self-crltical perspectives both refresbiDg and 
beneficial. . . '.' ,.... . . 

The war in Vietnam, like the col.l!ltl:Y itself;' has IonS been misUJlderitood. Generally obsetvers were 
unable to put aside their personal cultllr!!! ~. and pcroeive<l historical evenlll in a more or less 
distorted maDner, ThUll, for want of an .~u4tr: undemanding of Vietnam, Its caltore. people and 
mIlitary. the orediblllty of an eXclusivc'~,AmiJicin" aa;aunt of history is severely 1Undered. I am very 
pleased to see 1flat a few IndochineSe p.rt1cipllitS (for IIXMlple. Bui DitlXl, Nguyen Ba Cq and Vang 
Pao) are scheduled to speak at the syriIposil!lll ••. ,' , 

Secondly. IlO conference has yet been 'suOOessful in getting the participation of a furmer enemy 
high-ranking officer in expressing North Vietnamese viewpoints on important facts of the war, I 
understand that Gen. Vo Nguyen Glap's involvement Is still tentative, but the ptOSpIlOt of his 
participation in the symposluJtl is very exciting indeed. 1 am glad to have produced II brief essay about 
Gi8l), which I furnished to Prof elISOr Cecil B. Currey, Chair of the History Doipartment, Univenity of 
South Florida., during the two years (1991-92) that t worked closed with him prior to th .. publiclll.ion of 
his book - a wcfully researcbe<l biography'of ihe Commander of the North Vietnamese Army, from 
the rime of his youth in Hlle. in particular at the Quae-hoc College in Cllntrll Vietnam. 

My interest in Giap dates as fat back as in 1945. when I witnessed his first appearance as Chi"f of 
Armed Propaganda Units. Afterwards, r saw hi~ rise to Minister of the Interior in the Revolutionary 
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OOVeflllllCnl., thell \0 Chairman of Armed Forces Coun~d in 1946. A~ Commander of the Intlll'Vent'on 
Ta~k F!)n~1! rur the 2nd Division in Tonkin. I closely tollowed his operations in North Vietnam from 
1952 to 1954. After the Geneva Agreement. I held the Army Corps Command of the Central Highlands 
and faced his tentative ambition of cutting across South ViclJlltn, in 1965. 

Our acquantaince lSpanS a long period in history. In fact, we met m_ny times before 1947.1 think no 
senior US Army officer "an claim thi$ elq)Clicnce. I ftel strongly about providing an authentic balance to 
General Vo Nguyen Uiap'~ presence: the panel slot designated on yOllf dl11ft agcnda for "a senior army 
officer" to join Admiral Zumwalt and General Oiap on the panel should ~ filled rather by !wo senior 
army officers - one of the ARVN and one US VeJeI'ID of the Vietmull War (Ila1ke the liberty to suUeJt 
G~n. fred Weyand, Theodol'e Malhsxis. or Davison.) 

As Douglas Pike mentioned several years ago, General Giap is quite astute in realizing that no US or 
Wl!l;tem general could curtllil his temptation to present him$llIfas a "Napoleon of A:ilill"'lU'geI' thllll lite. 
As I hav" observed Gen. Giap thIoulbout the Viel.llam War. in panicular in my capacltlell"'~ Ptesident of 
the Nati()!1II1 Defense College, Army Chief or Staff. Chief of the MilitaIy Delegation at the Paris Peace 
Talks. and at presellt II founding member of VNWASl', I believe my presence on the plUlel will, in a 
sense, provide " r<:MOn f.;yr Oen. Giap [0 Ix: mOil; "ulious in making unqualified or pretention. 
statements before 8.1\ AIIIl;;riclUl audience. It will sel'1le Il.~ a "",regll~rd against inaccurate presentation or 
subtle omission of pertincnt facts and details. In the interest of history. it is my hope thnt n thorough and 
well-rounded presentation (If past evcnts - one that is fair and acceptable to all - will emers" from tllC 

discussion. My presence on the: panel will not be an OOC8$ioll for cunfrontation but will be destined for 
fair llIId courteous discussion. 

FutthennuJ'll, despite the passaa,e nFmore than twenty years. we still hope to see Gen. Giap. with his 
fame a!< a rormer commander of the North Vietnamese Army. take a leading rolc in the area of political 
and social reforms, in hope of oooperating effectively with the world community of nations. The 
discussions, therefore, have the potential of (;1I.1llmJing beyond a meaningful historical endeavor and may 
progress as a forw!l for the observance of human rights for the immediate and ncar future in Gen. Giap's 
country. Believing a.~ he did in the ideals of his struggle. General Giap must have strong feelings 
reprding the true well-being of the Vietnamese people. With best wishes for the S~ of your 
symposium and with warm regards, 

Sincerely, 

VmhLac 
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(derived from 1991 correspondenee with Professor Caeil 8, Currey, 

lIistory Department Chair, university of south Florida) 

Firsc and foremost, 1 wish to tell you that my position is not 

only as an Observer of Vo Nguyen Giap, of his activities 

political as well as military, but mainly as an army offioer 

on the side opposing Giap. I watched him with vigilance during 

the crucial years pending a change in taotics of the 1952-54 

Tonkin campaign, durinq 1965-69 in the Highlands, and finally 
as Chief of Military Delegation during 1969-1973 for PariS Peace 

Talks. Alas, I belong to the south that had "lost" the war, 
a dreadtul and widely misunderstood war, towards which the 

American public harbored a one-way hostile opinion, an unfair 
judqment, and ultimatiilly, an attitude leading to a disastrous, 

fatal outcome. 

My remarks are since~e and perhaps painfully honest toward~ 
Ciap, who considers himself the "vanquisher of the Colonialist 

French and the Imperialist American." I find this sense of 

entitlement and self-importance outrageous and my commentaries 

on his role reflect this, Just after D1enbien Phu, our 

Commanding Officers tried to analyze and uncover the real 

personality of Giap, to examine his zealous conduct during the 

war, in almost the S.l/tHll manner that Montgomery ot Alame1n 
reflected upon the 14cgs portrait of the amazing "Desart FoX" 

under his tent in Africa. However, they never touehad upon 

lhs fundamenta.l elements of Giap's mil1tary qenius; they could 

not see beyond Giap's self-endorsement for he was "ruthlslIl'lly 

allIbi tious with a touch of 'van1 ty suggesting t.O interviewer!'! 
from that he should ba considared an Asian Nl!II'oleon," 

Let there be no misunderstanding: I do not deny Giap his 

prominent place during the four decade!'! in Vietnam history 

following Wor}d War t1. Beyond the arrogance and self­

aggrandi2ement, Vo Nguyen Giap--after all--was a devoted 
revolutionary, a forceful opponent of the colonialist regime, 
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an unbridled student in Hue, 4 solid and oolorful teacher or 

hist.ory in .Hanoi, an intluential lieutenant of Ho Chi Minh, 

liJolO 

a loyal and harsh Minister of Interior, a dogmatic and energetic 

member of the Communist Party. and a humble disciple ot Mao'a 
writings. 

However, not for a 81nqle moment during his 3S years of 

activities--from 1911 to the collapse of Saigon in 1975--did 

Giap truly embody the characteristics of a genuine General aa 

clearly eet forth by the Classical Asian Military school of 
thought: hn Army General must necessarily be Humane (Nhan), 

Cl~ver (Tri) and Brave (Dung). The degree that Giap possessed 

the last Quality of bravery was the extent to which he lacked 

the first and second trait •• 

Giap certainly lacked a sense of humanity. He was a sanguine 
activist who was eager to kill thQ opponents from the 

non-communist parties in the first phase with savage liquidation 

techniques (the record numbers easily reached 10,000), He did 

not hesitate to execute the poor countrymen who were reticent 

to collaborate with 9uerrilleros groups in the second phase. 

How hUfIlana and Jl.J.nd CQuid he have been in order to v10late the 

truce at Tet--the festival and holiday for Family and Ancestors? 

Furthermore, he unabashedly and fanatically refused to re~.jv~ 

the PAVN prisoners of war who had been held tor yl!lars i.n the 

South following the Peace Conference. He flatly denied the 

presence of Hanoi troops south of the Paralelle--the very 

soldiers who' commi ted· thai r alleqiance to his lead,nship. Would 

Napoleon have done the same, disavowed the engagement of French 
fighti.ng divisions in Marengo, in Austerlitz, in Wagram, in 

Spain, or even in Russia? 

With regards to cleverness, Giap also failed to acquire this 

quallty. ai ••• etarian myopia produced a clumsiness that was 
at the root of ne.dless suffering: Giap was u~able to 

materialize the results that neighboring Southeast Asian nations 

01/26;96 16:41 FAX 806·742 1060 HISTORY Tn' 

an unbridled student in Hue, 4 solid and oolorful teacher or 

hist.ory in .Hanoi, an intluential lieutenant of Ho Chi Minh, 

liJolO 

a loyal and harsh Minister of Interior, a dogmatic and energetic 

member of the Communist Party. and a humble disciple ot Mao'a 
writings. 

However, not for a 81nqle moment during his 3S years of 

activities--from 1911 to the collapse of Saigon in 1975--did 

Giap truly embody the characteristics of a genuine General aa 

clearly eet forth by the Classical Asian Military school of 
thought: hn Army General must necessarily be Humane (Nhan), 

Cl~ver (Tri) and Brave (Dung). The degree that Giap possessed 

the last Quality of bravery was the extent to which he lacked 

the first and second trait •• 

Giap certainly lacked a sense of humanity. He was a sanguine 
activist who was eager to kill thQ opponents from the 

non-communist parties in the first phase with savage liquidation 

techniques (the record numbers easily reached 10,000), He did 

not hesitate to execute the poor countrymen who were reticent 

to collaborate with 9uerrilleros groups in the second phase. 

How hUfIlana and Jl.J.nd CQuid he have been in order to v10late the 

truce at Tet--the festival and holiday for Family and Ancestors? 

Furthermore, he unabashedly and fanatically refused to re~.jv~ 

the PAVN prisoners of war who had been held tor yl!lars i.n the 

South following the Peace Conference. He flatly denied the 

presence of Hanoi troops south of the Paralelle--the very 

soldiers who' commi ted· thai r alleqiance to his lead,nship. Would 

Napoleon have done the same, disavowed the engagement of French 
fighti.ng divisions in Marengo, in Austerlitz, in Wagram, in 

Spain, or even in Russia? 

With regards to cleverness, Giap also failed to acquire this 

quallty. ai ••• etarian myopia produced a clumsiness that was 
at the root of ne.dless suffering: Giap was u~able to 

materialize the results that neighboring Southeast Asian nations 
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enjoyed, where their people ~id to hay. to endurQ an endless 
war with innumerable, scandalous killlngs and aacrifice!l but 

in~t.ad devoted their resources and energies toward 

nation-buildlng and prosperlty. Sun Tzu, in a chapter of Art 

IaJOll 

of war, said: Supreme excellence per se does not consiet of 
fighting battles and conquering_ Rather, what ia more admirable 

to achieve is th. breaking of enemy resistance without fightin9. 

In the West, the concept of an ldeal general prescribes the 
combinatlon of three "chal:lots of ~ ... r": Leadership, 

Organlzation, and strategy. Douglas Pike, in hls bOOK about 
Giap, rated him as a competent commander, although not a 

"brilliant" one, a good build.r and administrator, and a o;r1fted 
amateur in strategy. 

Having met Glap !lnd known h11!l since 1945, having watched hi.m 

at work at the top of the Northern Army throuqh the different 
phases of the war, I am only truly able to accord him the 
following laurels: 

(1) Giap possessed the ability to attract a young 

generation into wllr for mora than 30 years. It was true 

that Giap built an effective army: however, it was possible 

only with unsa.vory training and pol i,tical indoctrination. 
Furthermore, Glap benefited from the collective efforts 

of other insurgent patriots such as Nguyen Thai Hoc, Phan 

Dinh Phung, and Hoan.; Hoa 'l'ham, all of whom s"t the stage 
for a. hypnotic appeal to nationalism. With their rhetoric 

fo:c tlational lnMpandenc;!S" th ••• men encouraged the people 

to join the army without reserve, to respond to tho sacred 
call to arms for the service of our Fatherland. This urging 
was the dlrect result of th.1r collQotive endeavors and 

rested upon the back of ideology. 

The mobil~zation of people waR a funotion of this--not 
G1ap's personality nor an invitation from him to the people. 

(2) Giap was successful in oonducttn9 guerrilla warfare 
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with logistical support from far behind the front line",. 

But at what price? The guerrilla activists had the monopoly 
on barbaric terrorism and 8&Vaq8 cruelty. They 
infiltrated at night, threatened and forc&d peasant families 
to perform various destructive acts, including murder. 
These tasks ware executed with stealth, yet they were also 
conducted with reluctance tor they went against the grain 
of the people's reliqious and moral convictions. Many 
people did not have optjons, l •• t they were willing to 
face death. 

(3) Finally, Giap broke down the Dienbien Phu r •• istanee 
and manaqed to force the Prench Expeditionary corps's 
collapse. Anyone who advocated the elimination of the 
Dlenbien Phu garrison knew that the camp, because of its 
improper location, did not obstruct the advances of G1ap's 
forces towards Laos. In other words, the entire camp in 
the valley of Nam Hu failed to block anything; inlillead, 
l t, was the !;)roduct of the faul ty vhion and overly 
optimistic imagination of the newcoming General Navarre. 
Additionally, any other PAVN commander would have been 
able to achieve the same result, given the support from 
the two top "voluntary" Chinese Generals Vi Quoe Thanh 
and La QUy Sa. It was their initiatIves and dacisions 
that drove the IJurpri!5ing and revolutionary use of "ield 
and Anti-air Artillery which wer~ well-hidden on the front 
slope ot the surrounding hill mass. 

As for the the debacle of Saigon, victory essentially was 
passed on iii "silver tray" to the North as preS!!Itlre from 
the Anti*War Movement in the U.S. could no longer bQ 

handled with minimal $crut1ny. The Amer~can Congress 
played a 'part, as dJ.d the controvers:ial "virtuoso" Henry 
Kissinger with his coarse duplicity. 

I hope that my efforts help illuminate and contribute to the 
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depiotion and portrayal of General Va Nguyen Giap. Documentation 

and evidence from valuable witnesses can aid in thG proper and 
authentic revelation of his character and capacity as commander, 

Let no reader misread or misinterpret my contribution to this 
hl.stm;';i.cal endeavor regardin .. the "arch enemy" of my country, 

both parts North and South. With judicious consideration, we 

may accord him his rightful merite, even allow him to rest on 
his laurels. But never 8hould w. accept an inaccurate, "larq.~ 
than life" image of this man. 

. . . . . . . . . . 
Vinh Loe (1991) 
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