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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

Box 410131 Lubbock, T.xiS m09·10U 1 (806)741-37.:, 742-37.j.j 1 Fax: (~) 742-1060 

December 20, 1995 

Admir:ll Elmo R. ZLUnwa!t, Jr. 
1000 Wilson Boulevard. Sllil~ 
ArlingtOl1, V A 1220'1 

Dear Admiral: 

I received a fa'\: fron1 Douglas Pike yesterdlly saying that Lt. Gen. Duong has asked 
u.~ tlJ "send him an invitation and he would sec (meaning get a Politburo ol(lIY)." I 
therefore ~nc1osc a draft letter of invitation, which I respeclfully r"(l11e~T that you ~elid him 
da air mail. (We don't have .l fax number tor him.) 

Our good friend and ~upporter, Congressm~n Lan,,' Combe~t, who fepfe~cnts 
Lubbock and currcndy is Chainnnn of the Hou~e InTelligence Conunitlee, h:\s been VCIY 

8CtiV,", in nur hehalf of late. \\' e have r!:ctnt./:y \carucd thpt he apparently has con"IDced thl: 
CIA 10 relea~" approximately 1 :5,O()() Viemam-era documents 10 QUT Archive. A 
preliminary survey of the li~t of documents suggests that this might amount 10 3S mUl,h as 
300,000 p3.8e~ of informlltion. :-,rr. Combest is now pressurinG the Srnithsoninn to $CC 

what they might be able to part with. 

Onlhc advice ()f m.e of our Ad\isory Board membet-s .... ilb connections inside the 
Perot family, we haw reduced our reque~t to Perol to $5,000.000. We art' lold that Ihat i~ 
exactly the ,UllOunt the Perots arc expecting us to ask tor. further, apparently we hav\I 
"tremendous credihility" with the Perols as a nsuh of lhe ~ational CO\lI1cil membership 
and al~o public reporting of out project which hM appeared in the D,711as A10rnmg ...... I$'f:~. 
W" aI'e advised that tllls first .financial request might be the beginning of a continuirtg 
financial relali()l1~hip with the Pemts. We .... iU have our proposal 10 the Perms by IS 
January, and, of course, a copy to you and General Westmoreland. 

::v!erry Chri'lma~ 10 YOIl and "1r~. 7.umwalt. 

_IJ...'"W·~[l:?"i ... tLLOI.t: __ _ --____ _ .£!L.____ ~~ ___ .~_--

V1ETNAMC£N'T1!It NATIONAL COUNCIL 
Adml.al time It ZumwaJ~ jf., USN IRETI, OI.irm&fl 

Gen.,.1 Willi"", C. w .. trno,tlOJld, Hon. wnulIII\ E. Colby 
Hon. WIUI ... P. Bundy, Hon. 8uJ Diom. Prof •• to. Dwp&I I'ikr 

An A.f!imlllbw Acti.aft /1!JtUktiol'f 

AltCHIVi Of lHE VlnNAM CONlUCT 
T .... Te<:h Ubrary 

Lubbock. T._ 7'''09-0002 (1106) 74N758 
Fa><, f*Oli) '42-I~O 
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D-R-A-F-T 

Iieu(/.!nant General Le Van Duong 
Deputy Director 
~ational Detensl:: College 
Socialist R~puhl.iu oiVie! Nam 
!'Jghia Del town 
Tu Li~'fl1 District 
Ha Noi, Socialist R~public of Vietnam 

DcaI' General Duong: 

I tlike: this opporrunity to cordially in,~l" you 10 attend the Vietnam S~mposium, 

"AfTer the Cold War: Reasses!/ing 'Vietnam," which is scheduled to be held at the Center 

forthc Study of the Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech University iu Lubbock, Texas, 17· 

20 Ap.;] 1996. 

The program for the symposium includes m.any of lhe prominent Americllll 

dcci~ion mAkcrs of the war and senior military officers, along v.ith a 'll.ide range of 

American and foreign acadclnicR IOtudying Vietnam. During my Sept¢lnl\er, 1994, \ isit to 

Hanoi I had the pleasure of inviting (lenllral Vo XgLIJ'en Giap to ~l!~nd the ~ympos;um. I 

would be equally plc.ssed should you also be able to attend. Our goal ill to begin a 

constructive dialogue, particularly bet'\veen Amerioan and Vielname5t:O military office!', and 

academics studying I\illitary hi~tory. The Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conilict at 

Texas Tech, for which I have served as Chairman of the Advisory Board since the Center's 

r.r.ception in 1989, "'ill, of course, cover all. t:.xpanses related to your travel and 

accommodation~ while attending the symposium. 

We would welcome your "isit, tou, to discuss a proposal 10 host a meeting 

exclusively bem"cen Amctican and Vietnamese military historians and senior officers at 

Texas Tech t:niver<ity in 1997. The Vietnam Center is prepared to fund lravd and 

accommodations tOr approximately si" Victruunese military historians and .erlioT military 

office!'" to meet I'.'ith a similar number of American military historian9 and senior officers in 

whllt we arc calling a "Vietnam '\·orkshop." 0\11' idea is that We might agree in advance to 
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discuss on" particular campaign or period oftbc war. Md Then Vietnarne~e lind Amcricans 

would present papcro Oil specific aspects of the crunp.ugn as understood from their points 

of view. Aller each side pre~el\ts 1'0J111a1 papers. there would be .a period of infonnul 

discuSIIion amI .,.,>change: af ideas. 

This proposal ¢Ilia},! tho acth-e support of the Chief of~fi1itary History for the 

t:'. S. Anny. Drigadii;.T CknCHn Jolm Mountcastle. \Ve believe it olfers an cxecll¢IlT 

opportunity lo b"l'.in II COILSlluctive lind ~ooperative di3loguc between VietnamOl!e and 

American lnilitary historians and officers, and wi1l cOlltribute to the normalization ot" 

relations belwcl:n our two IIations. 

I would be v~ry pit:ascu to leanl OfYOUf respOllse to our in"ltation to attend the 

1996 symposium and also your vjt;W$ about OUf proposed "Vietnaln Workshop" for 19!n. 
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E. R. ZUMWALT, JR. 
ADMIRAL, u, S. NAVY (RET.) 

December 29, 1995 

Lieutenant General Le Van Duong 
Deputy Director 
National Defense College 
Socialist Republic of vietnam 
Nghia Do Twon 
Tu Liem District 
Hanoi 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam 

Dear General Duong: 

I 
',; 

-, . ' 

I take this opportunity to cordially invite you to attend the 
vietnam Symposium, "After the Cold War: Reassessing Vietnam,» which 
is scheduled to be held at the Center for the study of the Vietnam 
Conflict at Texas Tech University in Lubbock, Texas, 17-20 April 
1996. 

The program for the symposium includes many of the prominent 
America decision makers of the war and senior military officers, 
along with a wide range of American and foreign academics studying 
Vietnam. During my September 1994 visit to Hanoi, I had the 
pleasure of inviting General vo Nguyen Giap to attend tile 
sympos~um. I would be equally pleased should you also be able to 
attend. Our goal is to begin a constructive dialogue, particularly 
between American and vietnamese military officers and academics 
studying military history. The Center for the Study of the Vietnam 
Conflict at Texas Tech, for which I have served as Chairman of the 
Advisory board since the center I s inception in 1989, will, of 
course, cover all expenses related to your travel and 
accommodations while attending the symposium. 

We would welcome your visit, too, to discuss a proposal to host a 
meeting exclusively between American and vietnamese military 
historians and senior officers at Texas Tech University in 1997. 
The Vietnam Center is prepared to fund travel and accommodations 
for approximately six vietnamese military historians and senior 
military officers to meet with a similar number of American 
military historians and senior officers in what we are calling a 
"Vietnam Workshop." Our idea is that we might agree in advance to 
discuss one particular campaign or period of the war and then 
vietnamese and Americans would present papers on specific aspects 
of tile campaign as understood from their points of view. After 
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Lieutenant General Le Van Duong 
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each side presents formal papers, there would be a period of 
informal discussion and exchange of ideas. 

This proposal enjoys the active support of the Chief of Military 
History for the U.S. Army, Brigadier General John Mountcastle. We 
believe it offers an excellent opportunity to begin a constructive 
and cooperative dialogue between vietnamese and American military 
historians and officers and will contribute to the normalization of 
relations between our two nations. 

I would be very pleased to learn of your response to our invitation 
to attend the 1996 symposium and also your views about our proposed 
"vietnam Workshop" for 1997. 

Sincerely, 

/tf9 
E. • Zumwalt, Jr. 
Admi aI, USN (Ret.) 

1000 Wilson Boulevard, suite 3105 
Arlington, VA 22209-3901 

Tel: (703) 527-5380 
Fax: (703) 528-5795 

bcc: James R. Reckner, Ph.D. 

Jim, 

Please deliver this copy in person to back up the original we sent 
via mail. 

Dad 
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