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NEITHRER THE VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTRY (AME. DAQ HUY NGOC)
NOR THE U.S. EMBASSY, HANOI/STATE DEPARTMENT, OPPOSE A GIAP TRIP
TO THE U.S. IN FAQT BOTH THINK IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO THE EFFORT
TO "NORMALIZE" RELATIONS. BUT THE TWO DO NOT WANT IT IN THE
CONTEXT OF ROBERT MACNAMARA AND CURRENT PLANS (A) TO HAVE GIAP
COME TO NEW YORK EARLY NEXT YEAR TC (B) PLAN FOR A LATER
CONFERENCE IN HANOJ AT WHICH WILL GATHER ALL OF TOF MILITARY AND
POLITICAL U,S5. AND VIETNAMESE WAR LEADERS (PRESUMING ANYONE FROM
THE U.S5. SIDE BESIDES MACNAMARA WILL ATTEND).

THE QUESTION 1S WHETHER THINGS HAVE GONE TOO FAR TO STOP
THEM. POSSIBLY NOT. I SHOULD SAY AT THIS MOMENT ALIL REMAINS
CONDITIOHNAL.

I THINK GREAT PRESSURE WILL BE FUT ON BROWN UNIVERSITY AND
THE NEW YORK CROWD IF NOT TO CANCEL AT LEAST TO POSTPONE UNTIL
A¥YTER THE U.S$. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIQONS (THE WHITE HOUSE, I
UNDERSTAND, DOES NOT WANT VIETNAM TO BE BROUGHT UP AGAIN AS PART
OF THE CAMPAIGN, WHICH A CONFERENCE LIKE THIS CERTAINLY Wi ™"
NOY.

WHAT YQU MUST KEEP IN MIND IN DECIDING HOW TO PLAY . - :s
THAT THINGS REMAIN TENTATIVE. YOU SHOULD NOT GIVE UF ON o
THERE I8 THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE NEW YORK TRIP MIGHT FAL.
THROQUGH AND GIAP WOULD STILL BE INTERESTED. THAT WOULD ASSUME
BREAKING OF THE MACNAMARA CONNECTION. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY, MORE
REMOTE, IS THAT GIAP COULD GO BOTH TO NEW YORK AND LUBBOCK WHICH
WASHINGTON PEQPLE WOULD APPROVE (AGAIN IF MACNAMARA IS OUT OF THE
PICTURE).



