
THE VIETNAM CENTER 
Box 41045! Lubbock,Texas 79409,1045/ (806) 742,57,12,742-86631 fax: (806) 742-8664/ E,Mail vietnam. center@ttu,cdu 

Memorandum 

20 September 1999 

To: Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
Vice Admiral Emmett H. Tidd 

/ 

From:James R. Reckner 

8ubj: PBR Forces Veteraus' AIisociatiOD 

One of the topics I intended to raise during our canceled meeting, and 
then later at the dinner at The Tivoli, but which I managed to forget entirely, 
was the PBR Forces Veterans' Association, 

That association, whose members I visited in early July during their 
reunion, are now seeking a Congressional Charter for their organization, I 
counseled them that they had a very hard roe to how to achieve their goal, but 
they are determined. And, as far as I am concerned, they have already earned 
it. 

I am forwarding as an enclosure to this memo a copy of the materials 
their President, Kerry N. Schaefer, has sent me, with a respectful request that 
you consider supporting their request. 

encl: 

VIETNAM CENTER NAnONAl COUNCIL 
Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt,)r., Chairman 

GeneratWilliam C.Westmoreland,Hotl. Bui Diem 
Hon. WiUiam P Bundy, Professor Douglas Pike 

Colonel Roger H.e Donlon, M.H An Affirmative Action institution 
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PIll Ferea Va ...... ~:.ne. 

~ .. .d 
• u1 

The Honorlble John Albcroft 
316 Hart Stnate Oftioe Buildiq 
WufUnatoo, DC 20S 10 

0IIIIt SCIIItOf, 

1St ..... 1_'-' ACIIId 
Vii .. AiIIfe. MO 6301f.tU4 

USA -

------

hm writingyOll on behalfofthePB'- Forocs Vet«an.a AJlOCiltion,.lru:. in hopestbatyou will UIiJI 
u& in obtaiDiDa a CoIl8fUliOllll Chatter' fur our V __ ', orpoizIIlion. We are .. non-profit 
Anoaation made up offonner U.S Navy Swon that Ml'Ved libqllrd R.io;er Pmol 80m (PB'-) 
durin8 the VietnAm ooutlIc:t. 

We were e&tIblilhed in 1998, and COMi&t principll1y offormer Talk Foroe 116 (T. P 116) Sai\on. 
but our mcmberabip I, allO open to membcn oftht U.S. Anny 4S8111 Tl'llllportation Co. and otben 
of the "Brown W&ler Navy" . Mem'btn of this OIiwzation MCk <:OIItinui.na htemity. &l\d biJtOriosl 
IICQII'lIC)' coaoeraina our place in the hilltOf}' of tile Vietn&l\'l war. Plant .xilt to compile &1\ utbolOJY 
ofmember' ~ 1114 refIoctions. 

P~tly. _are ardIivingourhiJtoryu the ViflllamCcttr- Texu Tech UnNersity. Lubbock, TX. 
The dinIctor of the Vietnam Ceattr. Dr. JIIDeI Reckner, allO IICn1Id in Vieuwn wid! Rivei' PIIttoI 
Group S2 1114 is iNtnImenta1 in recordills our IUlory for fUture geaerllions. 

We CO\IJ1lIl'bOll& our memberIhip IIWl)' ulon tIIat diltinguilhed thtmlclves while IeI'Yina aboard 
PBR',. Amonithem are Elliott WlIliuna. Modal ofHonor. Executive Direc:tor. Cecil H. Martin, Navy 
Cro ... Vice Prellident; Capt. Cbett« B. Smith, Navy Croll&; Wamm Westpbal. Navy ero .. U'Id 
countless recipieal. oftlM> Silver Star, Bronze Star and Purple Heart not to mention tho InIIIIY other 
dc<:or&tioDt IIWVdeci in ~ to our COIUIU'Y. 

Our lSIOCiation h.u mtarted the World Wu II OoId Sial' Pro8fU!l. The Gold Stu Program. i.1IIOd 
to honot- the fiImiliel of our ftiend. and IIhipmatea that mumed from the war in a tIq drtped coftln. 
We presently allow one IIlImIber of eadI KrA', f&miIy to become &1\ honol'fJ'Y rne!I1btr of' our 
auoci&tioo. 
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I also bdi_ that it iI_1IIl'Y to comIOt • aprMd of III)'tha an4 UIItrUtha that _ the 
AmeriCUI people to beIitw thIl _ ere dtuaaed out, holllllou, 1Uici4a1 UId trllollMtized ·viotinu· 
of. Vietl'lllm Wer tlllt Ire barely able to fianction. It I. OW' loel to ditpel thote III)Iths md 
unlNthl. 

11.l1I.1i~ 10111 rewident oflhe Oreal State ofMitaouri and terved 4 ye&r. with the United Sutes 
N .. vy, J allO ICIn'ed .. lOW' in VIetIIIIIn in cIefenIe of OW' ooullUy, 

I have never1ililed to vOUl in III e1eetion, be it in penon or by abteotec ballot. I pllD to continue 
my 100"10 votin(J reeord in thi. tp"fl&t state, U I feel it lIlY duty to be hoard at the voting bol(, 

yOW' JpOIlIOI'Jhlp or .. COI1$jI1INionaI CIIartc!r fur PBll Forces Vetlnn. APodation, Inc, would 
1M greatly appreeiwted, 

IIJNlt now uk. fer your IUppOrt in adlievi.rla t'hiJ g~ of II C~ Chart« for our 
Aaaoclatlon and the metlthIt fought 10 preserve our hedom that _ aIloow es¥oY, 

I look forward to • favOl'lble reply, 

Kerry N, Scheefer, Pmidem 
PSR Forca VI!teI'anJ APoeiItion, Inc 

Copy of piopoeed legitIation 
BriefhiltOl)' ofPBR.', 

, 
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A BILL 

To recoanize UM orpniwiOll kDowa .. the PBIt Fore. V~ AMMlad .. , lIleot"pOnWlt. 
Be It ~ed by the Senate lItId How. oCR",. u.,.JIiva ofUM thIited StIda of A.Jnerioa in 
c~ ..... 1 !llJecl, 

SECTION 1. CHARTER. 

The PBR FOI'Uf v ........ AIIodatlOll.laeorpo .... ed. 0fJIIIIted lItId iac«pontod 
W'III« tbIIlawa of the State ofMlIlOllri.. it IHnby rooognized u tuc:b aDd it gtIIlted. FederII 
cNlrter. 

SEC. 2. CORPORATE POWERS, 

The PBR roms Vetenu AIIoc:iadoa, IDc:orperated, (n:ftlued 10 in thi. Act II the 
• oorporatioa ') .un have only tho .. powen gnnted to it.chrouafl ita byIa .... aDd artidet of 
incorpoJ&tion flled in the Stet. in wbldllt i. itIcotporued lItId 1Ubjec:t to the Ia .... of IUd! Stale. 

SEC. 3, PURPOSES OF CORPORATJON. 

(1). The principles underlyins tho ClOI'pOmion ere patriotic ilIesi- to the United S1ateII 
of Amerii:a, Iidelity to itl COllltitution and law. the MCUrity of avO Iib«ty. and the penT\IIleIICt of 
free inJtitutloa.s. 

(2). The c:\orporaDoa advocatet hi.oneal acwracy OUOCCIuUt8 1he River Patrol Force'. 
part in the ViCitnaln Will'; to pliler imponant 1114 ~ historieal rteordJ and to pmerve 
thote RICOfda. Pretervina thole noonb will diJclole the truth IDd diapeI mytI!a for future 
1Ii~ that would wm. the hiItory oCthe Vieltllm Wit. 

(l).To dlcIriah the ~et oftlw vltillat dtIedJ in _ oftbe River Patrol Force lItId 
pl'QmQto F~ lII'IOl1Iit"IMDIben. 

(4). To protect, uphold,lI1d ~ the di&nitY and honor oftbe River Patrol Foree at. 
lima aad on III 0C<:II1iocu. 

(5). To IIdvt.rlQe the beet interut& oCmemben of the Anned Fon:ee of the United Statet of 
Amaica. 

(6). To acne our ClOIIIItry in peaoe as we did In lIN. 

~7). To extend III poIIIlIIe relief to needy m«nbers of the corporation. their widows, IIld 

(8). To ttlmulate palrioti_ lAw mind. of our youth by ~ the study ofw 
patriotic history of our Natioll. To foIt ... Ind ptrperuate AlMrlcuiam. 
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(9). The corporldort g committed to COliectiq the 8dvcrM ~ ofVJeIIIIII1 
V_nUll aDd e;..niI!.I our -at- to m,..1Ijn1 the pride ill telfthllt VMcMm Vtt«UIJ to riJhdY 
deIefve. 

SEC. <t. SERVICE OF PROCEss. 

With rwpec;t to ..me. of prooea. the cotpoRtian IhIII eompfy with the laWl of the State 
In wIridl it iI iDoolpOClted aDd thote StatoJ ill whidI k carrieII 011 its aetMtiet In ~ of ill 
corponlte /lW'POM. 

SEC. 5. MEMBERSHIP. 

B\it!lJility for mcmbenhip ill the QOI'POr&tion aocl the riahtJ aDd priviIops of 1'IICInb«a IIWl 
be .. provided in the bykwl of the corporuioo, 

SEC. 6. BOARD OF DIRECTORS; COMPOSITION; RESPONSIBILITIES. 

The compoaition aDd the mpon.ibilities of the boIrd of diroeto,. of the corporation IhIIt 
be u pvvid.ed in the uUcIot of incorporation of the lXlfpORIion aDd ill COIIformjty willi the IaWi 
of the State in which it is incofpoI at.Id. 

SEC. 7. OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION. 

The omc,n of the IlOI"pOntiOD aDd the elt<:don of IIUdI otIieerf IbIII be .. provided in the 
artidcs of~ of the corporatiOllIlld ill oont'onaIty with the law. of the Swe in wbicb 
it il iaeorporcecI. 

SEC. 8. RESTRICTIONS, 

(a) USB OF INCOME AND ASSETS- No PItt of the income or UMtt of the corporation 
JhaIl inure to IllY member, otiCfl'. or di.rtctor ofm. oorpondon or be dillributed to IllY aucb 
penon ctusiaaI the life ofthia charter. NothI.aa in thia IIIIbMCtion IIbd be c:.tlIIMIed to PJ'C!WIIl the 
P4yment ofr.uoubl, compensation to the omcer. of the corporation or f1!imbur1emmt for 
actu&l ........ ary ~ in InIOWIU approved by the bovd of direotorl, 

(0) LOANS· The corporation sbaIlllOt make IllY lou to lilY officer. ~or. or employee 
of the COlpOtItiou. 

(~) POLmCAL ACTIVITY· The corporation, lIlY officer, or Illy director of the 
corporltion, aoting ulll<:b oftlcer or direaor, IbaIlllOt coutrl'bute to,lUppOI1, or o(herwise 
particiJ)4te in any poLiIjcalllctivity or in III!'}' /IWIIICIr I.tUlmpt to inB_ Jesislation 

(d) ISSUANCE OF STOCK AND PAYMENT OF OIV1DENl>S- The eorpotlLion .11811 
have no power to i_ lIlY u..r.. of nock nor '0 ded.ve or P4Yany dividend" 
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(0) CLAIMS OF fEDERAL APPAOVAL- The ~01'l'1Wl not claim c:oI\8I'ouiODlll 
lIppfovll or Federal Oovwmneat IUthority for lIllY of itt 1Cti~ ... 

SEC. 9. LIABILITY. 

The corporation ahall be IiIbIe fOr the a.ctJ of It. ofllcer1l11d egmu wben accillll within the 
IOOpt of their 1I1/.1bority. 

SEC. 10. MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION OF BOOKS AND 
RECORDS. 

(.) BOOKS AND RECORDS OF ACCOUNT- The corporation ahall keep comet and 
complete books II1II r.oord, of ac:<:ount IIId IbaIl keep mimlt .. of 1liiY pr~iD8 of lhe 
corporation involvillll any or It, ftlIIIIIben, tho bovd of dircoc:tort, or any QOII1I1\ittee havills 
wthorify IIOder tho bovd of dirwton. 

(b) NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MEMBBRS- The corporation shall keep at it. 
principII office a rocord of the lIUDeIand addreue. of all members havins the right to vote in 1liiY 
proceedins of tho corporation. 

(c) IUOHT TO INSPECT BOOKS AND RECORDS- All bqoks and _d. of tho 
corporation ntay be inlpected by MY member havina tho riaht to vote, or by &!Iy .gent or attomey 
or tudllll«Ilber, for any proper PWPOIle, at any AIUOnable time. 

(d) APPU~AnON OF STATE LAW- Nothirt&in thi. section ahall beconatrued to 
contravene any appllcablt Slattlaw, 

SEC. 11. ANNUAL REPORT. 

The corporation ahall report 'am lilly to tho Coasr- concernins the tctivitics of tho 
corporation durirli tho prooedin8 6seal y .... Such annu.J tqKlrt IhalI be IUbmitted at the $I.IM 

lime u ia tho tepl>rt of the wdit tor IRlcb fiteal yev. The report IhalI not be printed u a public 
document 

SEC. 12. RESERVATION OF RIGHT TO AMEND OR REPEAL 
CHARTER. 

The right to 1Iher. aawm1, or r.pe&l this Act i. apreIIIy fI!I«VOd to the Congroa, 

SEC. 13. DEFlNlTlON. 

In tbi. Act,. the torm 'State' include. the Dialrict of ColumbiA, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, II1II tho tc:n:itories IIId po __ onl of the Uoited SWal 
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lIppfovll or Federal Oovwmneat IUthority for lIllY of itt 1Cti~ ... 

SEC. 9. LIABILITY. 

The corporation ahall be IiIbIe fOr the a.ctJ of It. ofllcer1l11d egmu wben accillll within the 
IOOpt of their 1I1/.1bority. 

SEC. 10. MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION OF BOOKS AND 
RECORDS. 

(.) BOOKS AND RECORDS OF ACCOUNT- The corporation ahall keep comet and 
complete books II1II r.oord, of ac:<:ount IIId IbaIl keep mimlt .. of 1liiY pr~iD8 of lhe 
corporation involvillll any or It, ftlIIIIIben, tho bovd of dircoc:tort, or any QOII1I1\ittee havills 
wthorify IIOder tho bovd of dirwton. 

(b) NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MEMBBRS- The corporation shall keep at it. 
principII office a rocord of the lIUDeIand addreue. of all members havins the right to vote in 1liiY 
proceedins of tho corporation. 

(c) IUOHT TO INSPECT BOOKS AND RECORDS- All bqoks and _d. of tho 
corporation ntay be inlpected by MY member havina tho riaht to vote, or by &!Iy .gent or attomey 
or tudllll«Ilber, for any proper PWPOIle, at any AIUOnable time. 

(d) APPU~AnON OF STATE LAW- Nothirt&in thi. section ahall beconatrued to 
contravene any appllcablt Slattlaw, 

SEC. 11. ANNUAL REPORT. 

The corporation ahall report 'am lilly to tho Coasr- concernins the tctivitics of tho 
corporation durirli tho prooedin8 6seal y .... Such annu.J tqKlrt IhalI be IUbmitted at the $I.IM 

lime u ia tho tepl>rt of the wdit tor IRlcb fiteal yev. The report IhalI not be printed u a public 
document 

SEC. 12. RESERVATION OF RIGHT TO AMEND OR REPEAL 
CHARTER. 

The right to 1Iher. aawm1, or r.pe&l this Act i. apreIIIy fI!I«VOd to the Congroa, 

SEC. 13. DEFlNlTlON. 

In tbi. Act,. the torm 'State' include. the Dialrict of ColumbiA, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, II1II tho tc:n:itories IIId po __ onl of the Uoited SWal 
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SEC. 14. TAX·EXl:MPTSTATUS. 

Tho corpoc'aIion .nan maintlin ita I1a1UI u an orpnization exempt trom taxation II 
provided in the lnt.mIII ~ Code of 1986 or III1Y ~ JlmiJar provision. 

SEC. 15. TERMINATION. 

PAGE: 07 

Jf the c;orpol'llion fail, to comply with III1Y of the restrictions or provitions of tbis Act the 
charter IP'lIIted by this AI::! IhIdl terminate. 
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Brief History of PBIb 

The kiDd ofw&rfll\ltMt __ wasod IntlMo inland wateno!SoudI Vi«nam wu \tat prtQtlced by the U.S. 
Navy duriJlf the Civil Wu. AI a result mild! of1h. tactics w«e developed by bill and error. SIiIor1 
learned their le'lIOIIl well and became a fonnilSlble fi&htin8 fOIlle that wrmed control of the water wayl 
from tIMo Viet COI1II (VC) and the Nonb Vlelt'IIIIIeM Army (NY A). 

No boat came to .ymbolir. the Brown Water NIVY like the II1IIlI &aail~ River Patrol Bolla (pBR.) of 
T uk Fcm:e 1 t 6 (TF. } 16). Code aame<l Game Wuden. The ailon who II!IIIIDed the PBR.. often fought 
pitched battles with the VC and NV A Id ruses ofmere r •. 

When the Navy @cided to I:OOlI11it river petrol forca to the inland water. ofVletnlnl. it fouud itselfin 
~ of a IIlI.IIl (ut J)ltrol Claft. 'The muk wu tho PDll MK I. The boat wu 1 t ft lona and capable of 
speedJ apprOlChing %8 knots. It WlS powered by two OM 220 Honepo_ dietd Clll8inet connected 
by cIiroct drive to I pair ofJacuui wator jet propulIiol\ pump •. the boIt'llllllSlll\ellt conaiated oft twin 
SO Caliber madIine sun mount in the forwl1'lJ sun tub,,, sinal' SO Caliber nw:Jine gun on" IterJI mount, 
III M60 machine gw and a Honeywell MK18 40mIIl pilllld,! lIuftchllr mounted IIl1Iid Ibip. In addition 
eaclI boat wu equipped with varlou. IIIIIIIIl11li&. M-79 ~ t.uocber, SlIot3Uo. IDOrtu. J"IIUIdOt 
andlidUl1I11 ThePBR. wuouUitted with &aytbcon 1900raduunit anc\twQ ANIVllC 46 radio •. The 
PBll drew only two M of watOf while It rett and aboat flint inches of water at fuU speed. After the 
initial run ofMl< 1 PBlls, the MK n wu Imroduced. Slightly larger CId with a lowOf profile, the only 
significant difference wu the boefed lip aluminum gunwales to aid in protectin8 the boat from being 
dllJla8Cd when colllinf,lIonpde IIaIlIPUIllltldjunk •. EvenIWIlIy there would be 250 P81U in Vi«naro. 

The PBR wu manned by a four man crew .l'lOm1IlI) a Srat clu. petty officer as boat oaptain," gunner', 
mate. 111 enginetnan. and a JOIIIWI. E«ch crewman wu crou uainecI in eac:h other'. job ~ one 
bo<:ame unable to c:ariy out hie duties. 0enenJ1y PBR.. operated in rwo boat paVois WIder the eommand 
of a p.ttrol ofticec who rode OM oCthe boau in addition to the oonnal a/ffW. 

The Milon who took 00 the VC in hil own territory and on biJ Jhort rqe tefl1!l,and beld him. bo<:ame 
a fcm:e without precede:noe in the milO!)' of the U. S, Navy. Enormou.l1IIpOlIIibiI.i and denwlda were 
pllced on the PBR uitors, e.peaiaIJy the Bolt Captain. The decisions the PBR. boat captain would make 
were equal to the rwponslbility oftlte Captain or. deJtroycr. 

PBR.. loBPCI up to 70,000 patrol houn in an &verI8e month with the PBRs being In approximately 80 
6rdighu pili' month. At OM time the cauality rate ran It about 6,.,. per month. At that rase 11'1<1 over I 
year. tour, nearly three OIIt or four PBR. &ailon could be expected to be tilled or woul'llkod 

The PBR SUlon became the moll bigbly decorated naval col'l'lOWld of the war with two recipients of 
the Medal of Honor , fuutteeo recipimta of the NIVY Cro .. and I'tIdpientl of \I1ltold numbers of Silver 
Sun. Brotu:e Itart and Purple Hearta. 

Today. m&Il)' old sailol'1lWlU' the Vieuwn ..... ice medal. Oftbele, only a sI11BlI portion ..... eIi in the 
River Patrol Foree. And in I _ Ihete m«l u. a FOuP unto themlelvw. 1beir unitbmts were not 
white nor ..... en b1ulII d<mim, but iunale ratip" And rlthar tIwJ the traditional White hat, th\IY wore the 
diAtinctive hr:ad pili' tha1 only thOle who aerved with tbe River Patrol Force wu permitted to wear 
TheM &ailcx:. proudly wore the Black Beret 
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