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THE VIETNAM CENTER 

Memorandum 

21 September 1999 

To: Chancellor John T. Montford 

From:James R. Reckne~ ~~M 

SubJ: Proposal to Secretary of the Navy Danzig 

Attached please find a draft of a letter to Secretary of the Navy Danzig. in 
which I propose that the US Navy arrange a port Visit In VIetnam to dellver the 
books and medical eqUipment we are currently collecting. 

I feel quite comfortable asking the Secretary to do thiS. and Admiral 
Zumwalt is very strongly supportive. However. as I am Involving two 
Ambassadors and the Secretary of the Navy. I wanted to gain your approval 
before actually sen~lng~.::--... _-.- . . 

,/....L- -+0\6 ~~{\11 '1uU LJLr( ooT olld 
hJ- cltc~ud to 90 WVQ cl lJltht!\J ufftr, 

end; 

VIETNAM CENTEIL NATIONAl (:OUNCIL 
Admlr'lJ Elmo I It.U'DW2iIt,Jt, Cbatfm.an 

Gatetal WWian\ C WtRmort:Wtd, Hon Bui Ditrn 
Hon,WlIlIan P Bundy.Prokasrn" OoUSlu Pl:kt 

Colonel RPse' H C Donkm,M H 

THE YJI3TNAMAIlCHfVf 
TrxuTc:ch VlUft'rsllf 

L_,T .... '9409-lilil (806) 712-9010 
Fu., (806) 742.0+96 • E-Mail uvndhlu tdt,l 
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THE 

22 September 1999 

The Hon. Rlchw J. Danzlg 
Secretary of the Navy 
1000 Navy Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20350-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary; 

THE VIETNAM CENTER PAGE 82 

VIETNAM CENTER 

I deeply regret that your heavy COmmltments made It Impossible for you to meet With 
your AdviSOry Subeommlttee on Naval History on 16 September, as 1 had much looked foJWw 
to the opportunity to meet you. Indeed. I had Wished to propoR a p"!lect for your 
conSideration. For the past ten years, w1th the active guidance and asalstance of Admlral Elmo 
R. Zumwalt, Jr,. USN (Ret), I have directed The Vietnam Center at Texas fieh University. (I am 
a retired naval officer.) 

In recent years The Vietnam Center has sought acUve en&ageIDent With the Vletname,.., 
authorlUe •• and particularly has sought opportunlUes to Improve educational opportunities for 
Vletn"""''''' students and alllO to Improve pubbc health In Vietnam. Last month. the 
Chancellor of Texas Tech University and I traveled to Vldnam and vlslted the major 
universities In Hanoi, Hue, Ho Chi Minh City and Can Tho. The one request In common from 
all of those unlvel'llities walle that we provide textbooks. and other books approprta.te for 
university study. 

We Intend to dispatch an Initial sblpment to these unlvel'llitles Within the next few 
weeks: however. we antICipate that by the end of this year we will have gathered an add1tional 
20.000" volumes. and also some medical eqUipment which we would very much bke to gblp to 
Vietnam. D1.scusslng this Issue, VIce AdmJral Emmett H. "lldd, USN IRet) recollected that In the 
1960s and 1970. the Navy had in place a pracuce wbereby deploying ships embarked such 
materials for subsequent delivery at planned foreign ports of call. 

The purpooe of this leUer Is to propose that you consider arrangtng a port visit for" 
deploying US Navy ship to call In the Sodallst Republic of Vietnam, and while there. to deliver 
a cargo of textbook:! for univet'$lUes and medical equipment for u'"" pr1ncJpalJy In teaching 
VIetnamese doctors. The Vietnam Center at Texas Tech University Will carefully Inventory and 
package all materlals and deliver them to any port In the ContJnental United States. All that 
would be reqUired IS that the US Navy ship deliver them to any Vietnamese port. 

It has now been a quarter-century since the end of the war In VIetnam. I most firmly 
belleve It Is time for us to take so",, po$lUvc action to move along the road to establishment of 
a more normal relatlonshlp between our two countnes. I discussed this project WIth 
Vietnamese Ambassador Le Van Bang on 15 Septemher 1999. Adclltlonally.1 have cIIscussed 
thiS at length With AdmJral Zumwalt. who has agreed to act as The Vietnam Center's POint of 
contact In Washington for tbl" project. 

VtrrNAM CENTER NATIONt\l. COUNCJL 
Admitll Elmo It, Z\OO.wlt,Jr • Out.'man 

Gcnu.l William C WC1'tmo((;Wl<t 1i0fJ Ow Diem 
H(to WtUwn P B~, Profcuot DousJa& Plke 

CuloM:l ROSU H C. I)onlon. M Ii 

TIfEV1E'TNAM AACHM 
Tens ~cb \;n~rty 

l.vbboc1c;,Tnu i9ii09-10t1 (806) 742·9010 
Fas {906} 742-0496 • E-M.ailUvo.a8ttu cdu 
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I envision this as a "wIn·win- project. A successful port call after 80 long an absence 
from Vietnam WIll. I believe. be a major step along the road to recondlie.lIon between OUf two 
countrtes. Additionally. the delivery of II SlgnlflclIflt cargo which Is 90 clearly humanltaI1an In 
nature will help to set 1\ positive tone for the ViSit. On the other side. Vietnamese universities 
WIll receive books and eqUipment which WIll help them provide a better education to the young 
people of Vietnam, 

We at TexM Tech University WID be pleased to work out the detalls of the 'hlpment of 
materials, and. Indeed. would be WIlling to have leadership on the pler In Vietnam upon the 
ship's arrival, should you agree to thlll most worthwhile project. 

Very respectfullY. 

James R'Reckner. Ph,D, 
Director 

enel: 

ltC; Ambassador Le Van Bang 
Ambassador Pete Peterson 
Admiral Elmo R Zumwalt. Jr. USN {Ret} 
Texas Tech Untverstty Chancellor John T, Montford 
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