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TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

LUBBOCK, TX 79409-1013 

FAX COVER SHEET 

FAX: (806) 742-1060 

Date _____ 9_N_o_v_em_b_er __ l_99_3 ________________________ __ 

From ______ Ja_m_,e_s_R_,_R_e_ck_n_e_r ______________________ __ 

Fax: (703) 528-5795 

To Admiral Elmo R, Zumwalt, Jr:, -----------------------------------------
Number of pages transmitted (including 
cover sheet) : ___ F_o_u_r _____________ _ 

Comments: ______________________________ __ 
Priscilla: 

I ho?s this is helpful for the Admiral. I have had no 
~xperience at dratting letters tor others, thougn I am learming. 

Jim 

If you have any problems receiving 
the document(s), or do not receive 
the indicated number of pages, please 
call: (806) 742-3744. 
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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICf 

Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
1500 Wtlson 'Alvei, Suire 641 
Alexandria, Va. 22209 

Dear Admiral: 

I must confess that I hadn't ghten any particular Iho. to what you might say in 
the leUers forwarditl8 Prellident Lawless's letters of invilati<.m tOr the prospectivo mcmlbers 
of the National Council. There are a few important points, though. that 1 think would be 
good to convey: 

* The task we are about is, quite simply, presetW!g the historical record of 
Vietnam for futt:u:e generations, and encouraging younger gcmenltions to 
cxanrine that record in order that they might draw lhtlir own conclusions. 

• The organization we are asking them to join, although relatively young, is 
dynamic. With acquisition of the Pike collection and thc Colby papm. we 
will be wen-eslablished But there i~ so \;-ery 1I1llch more 10 do. 

>I< Thallhe pr'esident of the: uni .... ersity bas agreed to lIulborize tb:ilJ new orgal'uz.a­
tion is indicative of institutional support for our Vietnam project at the high!:st 
level, 

Attached is a rough draft of a letter you. might consider for :'\mbassador Colby and 
Doug Pike. They, I suspect, \1,ill be the "easy sells." When we get a !I!SJlonse from thctn, I 
\1.ill modi;6' President Lllwl",s$'~ letters for him tOr subsequent "m;ruiIS," and then, if you 
wim, wiU rtlwork Ii cover letter for you. 

V cry respectfully. 

. eelmer 

Ii!I 002 

VIETNAM CI!N'I'ER ADVISORY BOARD 
Admiral Elmo R. Zum .... ,tlt, Jr" t;S~ (RET) 

Chairmiln 

VIETS AM ARCHIVE 
T ."". T.eh LilmLl-y 

LUbbock. Texas 7'Mll'J·UOO2 (/106) 742-375~ 
i.X! (806) 74H!iW 
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Professor DougiM Pike 
Director, l'ndochina Archive 
Untvenity of Ca1ifornia 
6701 San Pablo Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94608 

Dear 

HISTORY TIt: 

D-R-A-F-T 

Amba8sador William E. Colby 
1250 Twenty-Fol.l1'1h Street, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037-1124 

I am pleased to forward, with my watm IlUPport. the attached letter :from Dr. 

Robert W. Lawless, President of Texas Tech University, invitina you 10 join the National 

Council fm Texas Tech', Center for the Study ofttle Vietnam Cotlllict. Full details 3l'lll 

containcd in Dr. Lawless's letter and enclosW'C. 

Thc entire Vi.e1Dam Initiative at Texas Teelt University is geared toward p~g 

the historioal record of the American experience in Vietnam and encouraaing yOunger 

generations to examine that record. At present, two doctoral dissertalions and lhrcc 

l1lllSters' theses on Vielrulm.-related topics are in progress at Texas Tech, and Ilwrc i., 

promise of many moIl! such studies in the yearII ahead. This continuing quest Cur 

understAnding of America's Vielllam cxpcrl\l'JlCll can oniy benefit our nation in the yoan 

ahead. 

Although the Vietnam Center at TelW Teeh 11 a young organization. I think you 

will agree with me that it is very dynamic. And, 311 is apparent from Dr. Lawless's letll.T, it 

hill! instutitional support at the Univemry's highest level. The Center !lUCcessful1y hosted its 

first conference on Vietnam in April; II conttrence which received warm praise from many 

of the acadmnic participlll1t:s. Plans are going ti:mvard now for " second confcre.o.ce in 

1996, and it already promises to surpass this year's event. l)eApite the Center's steady 

progress, thore yilt remains very much to do. 
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You haw already indicated your inttmlSl in Ibis project through your gcncrou~ 

dormtiOft of time and effort during tho April conl~t!, and through your donation 

l change to "offer to donate" for Pike] of papcn to the Villtnam Archive at Texas Tech; 

therefore, 1 know you share my interest in seeini this project sl.lCCl.led. rn urging you to 

favorably conllider Dr. Lawless's invitation, I am askini you to lend an active band toward 

elItahlishing the Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conflict 8S a, pos8l'bly thll, premier 

Vietnam research center for future genetations. 
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