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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

l!ru< 41013! Lubbocl<. r"", ~\J.l013! (iOOj 7.3-3742. 74l-l7~ I ~a" (806) 7 .... 1090 

') 1\'\Av 1996 

'\dmiral Elmo R. Zumwalt. Jr. 
1000 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 3105 
Arlington, V A 22209-3901 

Fa,,; (7m) 528-579:5 

Dear Admlral. 

Thank you fur your tciephone call yesterday from Dallas. I was pleased to 'earn 
thaT you and :vb'S. Zumwall had returned ...afely from your cruise. 

Ambassador Colby. i\11 of US Mre I><<;;re slUruled and !04ddened b) the events 
sml"Ounding )Vl:r. Colby'~ death. The Center ~iD be !:ending some formal correspondence 
to .Mrs. Colby \\;thln the next few days. We have a board mc..:;ting schNuled for this 
o.itemoon, and VJil1 addrcS$ that issue then. hI the meanlime. I haVe ~1.inen ~ small artide 
for the Lubbpck Ayalanche-JOU1nal \lihich, I un told, \Ii,n be CUll on Saturday, though 
somewhat moditied :trom :my original by their need 10 reduce it by 400 words. (I always 
was too long-winded~ ) 

I have searched thtough my mes and have found twO letten; from ;\.f1. Colby 
relating 10 the donation of his IIUllerial~ tl! Texas Tech. 1 take this opportunity to fOl"'Q;'al'd 
(hem 10 you, [n one he tll.presscs his "gratitude !hat they MIl. receive a hospitable home," 
that they will be in "good and safe hands." bt the other he expresses pleasure that they will i', 
be here in "friendly hands," Pel'hap!> 1h .. 'IS\; are themes that v.ill apP'-'l.1 to :Mrs. ColbY. I, ' 
unfanunately, have never tnt't her. 

The 1997 Conference. I deeply regret thar you were unable 10 tour the new 
buddings while you were here. We Ian II ma.jor lour of both th~ archive and rhc 
hlternationa1 Cultural Center on Saturday afternoon, and e\e.l'yon..: was quite impl'es,ed. 
During the tour of the llrehi VI:. Doug Pike offered us 10.000 volume, on Vietnam. ,-\nd 
,ie<"n"ee Herri:nJ.llells me all of the a.:ademic.s left "green with envy." 

will It IN at all possible for you to .. isit ~ith us during the 1 997 meeting? If so. I 
am I'latming \0 open the conference on the Thursday night (17 .o\pril) with a reception and II 
tour of the new archive budding, md p06l>ibly formal OptIUng cl:I'Im1onies for the Vietnam 
Archive. TIle remainder of the conference ..... m he conducted in the International C\Jltural 
Center, and llwre. too. we VI;11 have som& sort of small ceremony 10 officially open the 
Vietnam Center. 

The theme of the 1997 conference will be. "Tellchmg Vietnam," I would like to 
hesin with a Dmnber of nallonal figures answering the same question for the lIudienee, 
from their partil<ular perspccli\'c: "'"hat should we teach the younger g¢neration about II 
Vietnant"" Who we would invite has not yet been settled. I am t'binking about yourselL 

VIETNAM C'ENTlII\ NA nONAL COUNCn. 
Adm!r.l £Imo It. Zumwalt Ir" USN (RET), Chal""an 

C_ WIlllAm C. W.otI!IOrelaM. Hon.. WIlliorn E Colb~ 
Hon. WilliAm p, ll""dy. liOn. BI>I Di __ .. "', Douglas Pike 

I\n Affirmatl'Vl! .Amon IrrstitvtioJ1 

Alt.CKlVI 01' THi vtn'NAM CONFLICT 
T .... Te<h lJbraty 

Lubb<>d<. T_s ~-OOOl ($06) 74~·l758 p.,., {106J74:l-19lO 
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one of the South Vietnamese ptimc minister!!, possibly Nguyen Can Ky this time, someone ( 
from North Vietnam (or ..:ven Colonel 8ui Tin), and possibly Daniel EI1sberg 10 give the 
oppOSItIon point of\ iew, and maybe Neil Sheehan. Do you have any ~uggestions for this 
part of the agenda') 

Beyond this particular portion of the .agenda, I am looldng to the education 
specilllists at a number of institutions to give me advice about how to design the remainder 
of the program. One thing is certain: there v.ill be no shortbge of p¢ople wishing 10 speak, 
as 1 haNe '\'ec",ived a number of proposal~ already, o:vcn lboU@h I haven't yel requested any. 

Douglas Pike. Doug Pike has decided that he would like to shift completely fr()M 
B«keley to Texas Tech. This will requite a small amount of a<.;CQmmodation on our part, 
and I havo II1ad~ formal recl1mmendalions to the interim president, Dr. Donald R. 
Hacaga:n. In essence, 1 have askod Dr. HilfaglUl to provide interim funding for a couple of 
yeilfS for Douglas Pike as ~'\$sociate Direclor of the Vietnam Center at $40,000 per annum 
(plu.; frinl.re benet its) and Mn. Pike for S2S.000 a yeilf as editor of IndlXhina Chronu]qry. 
Additionally, I have requested the following: 

Appointrnenl of Pike as an adjUllOt professor of hilitory 
Provision of office SPllC(; l'IIithin the International Cultural Center 
Appointmenl of~1ts. Pike M editor of the Indnchma Chl'ol'lolDI!Y 
ArI;hival space: to a~commodate the remain.dtr of Pike's Vietnam 

oollection: scwral million more documents 

The tinancial requirements are ve!Y modest. Pike iom't partic.ulady anxioys about 
the money, but then: is a point of personal prldo: llooul worldng with no !l31aty, as he 
cummtly is at Berkcl"y. Indeed., he has indicated that he would probably spend most of 
lhe nloney on the Vietnam program anyway. 

This is a tremendous opportunity fur Texas Tech. and I h;rve stated this most 
elnphatically in II memorandum to President Haragan in which I ~pressed my bumina 
desire for the un.iversity to seize the opportunity. That nlemb has gone forward approved 
by the chair:man of tbe hlitory' depal'lm.ent and the dean of the college of .:1fT$; & sciences. 
and I am optimistic that the president also will approve it. 

H. RU!lS Perot Our proposal to MI' . .Perot i6 once again active. .lim Garrett, who 
is President of Methodist Hospital here in Lubbock, a Vietnam v~l, and a member of the 
Vietnam Center Advisory Board. contaCled Mr. Perot peilionally (he ba.~ some family 
connectiollS) and :vIr. Pen~t has now agreed to review the proposal h.im!lcl:f If he is 
favol'llbly inclined --and I am optimistir; that he I>oill be-- then we milY need to make a trip 
10 Dallas. In view of the importance now of getting all endo'Mlle!lt to support Dotlg Pike r [ , , 
now and a suC<,;(;)ssor for binI in th" years ahead, I belit\ve it would be imPOltant for you to 
help pn;sent our case. 

If we g<::t Ibat far, I hwe already advised the university thlll. I »auld like to ap;noach 
Mr. PerOI for hili o~'I'l papers. Of eoun;e, the: Pcrot papers would have to be hotl.~ed in a 
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presidentiaJ.-1ikc library building. It'!hat huildingjusl happened to have a magnil'icent 
museum of the Vietnam War ("The Perot Museum") on the ground floor, and II wing of 
the upper floor i't:!erved for the Vienwn CCJ1Ier and An.:hive. \Vlth anoth<.T "'ins for hi~ 
papetS, it would be: a tremendous monument to Perot --my line of argument, at any rate. 
And in the end, we would have the facility that the Vietnam project probably will need in 
twenty years' time. The Pl'Ojcct probably would run in the $20 - $25 million ranee, but 
would bo of a scale tlut! might attract him. (I can't beJiIrl'e what scllvl!n(,ling tar money for. 
this projtct is doing to mel!) 

Interim Presiderlt ])(lDald R. liaral.llUl. President Lawless aocepted the prgidoncy of a 
small religious college in Oldahoma II couple of months ago. and will be leaving I lIhbock 
shortly. In Ihe meantime, he ha$ left tile ;;ampus for all intenl5 and P1ll'pOI!es, and Dr. 
Donald R. Haragan has taken oV\:!!'. Dr. Haragan has boen on me campus for nearly a 
quarter century, the most recent yean as eXQeut:ive viC¢ presili4.'1ll and. provMt. Tn lhat 
position he has been a ~trol1lJ supJ)Olter of I.he Vietnam project. In many respects, he 
th.i.nb more like us thail tnO~1 academics. I am Ikilightod that he i8 interim. president, and I 
am most hopeful that he will gel the position p=ently. 

Dr. Haragan atten<k:d the symprn>ium banquet, but ~cauao of my late arrival I 
didn't lu!ve the opportunity to mlroduce him to you. (1 lot stul;k at the Hl'lliday Inn I1:ying 
to milke transport arrangements whim one of I'IUt cooflered bw.es failed to anivc.) Dr. 
Hatugan was visibly iUlpressed by the caliber of the individuals participating in lite 
s}'lllPOAium., and lold a number of ~ople about it. 

Abom a week laler I attended an ROTC function at I'\I\ili:h he was present. As I 
entere4 the room, he approached me, grabbed me by bolh shoulders, 3nd began expressing 
his enthusiasm about lite Vietnam project, ~hakinl;l me in lieu of punctuation, each shake 
subslituting for an exclamation point. "I !mevv I was right to suwort lite Vietnam project 
right from thtl boginning (shake, shake)[!l], Now we;; have to dl'l <!'I.m'YIhil1lJ possible to 
ensure that tho Vietnam pro.iecl contin~ to grow (shake, shake, shake)[lllj." Well, 
maybe that _n1 a direct quote. {would haw remembered more accmately if I wasn't 
being ~haken 50 much. But I left the comoecsation will! the clear impreliliion that the 
interim I)l'Osident Vety enthusiastically supported the Vietnam project (shake, shake). And 
an I:nthuswtie prC'lidcn! can do quite a lot to make things happen. 

I will keep you advised of d<!'l.'clopment' on aU fronts. I expect to get away for a 
week in the tnOllnlai;n.s of :Sew !l.lexico next W!lek. It will bo the first vaealtion Middy and T 

have had tor several years, and I am much lookin¥ forward tn it. 

encl: Two lettet's from Amba~~ador Colby 
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~8 DENT PLACE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20007 

202·338·5231 

1J1 James R. Reckner 
Department of History 
T@xas Tech University 
Lubbock TX 79409-1013 

Dear Dr. Reckner: 

FAX 202·338-5233 

Octob~r 28. !993 

Thank you ror your F~x tellina of the good news that Doua 
Pike's War collection will be in YOur load and safe hands. It is 
greet for the documents and for your fine continuing work on this 
topic which haR had lots of polemical ttttention but not enough 
scholarly s~udy. 

Colnc1dentally, the UPS has just today hauled away 16 
(liquor) cases of my collection of books, papers and assorted 
.~teriDl on Vietnam, which I had used to write LOST VICTORY. 
They are addressed to the VieLnem Archive at Taxes ~~ch and 
should be there in five d8y~ or so. Please accept them ~ith my 
gratitude that they will receive a hospitable home and hopefully 
be of some value to your continuing efforts. I may find 80me 
more hiding on odd ~hetves around the house end will aelld them 
too, but I did not want further to delay this shipmenL. 

Again, thanks for 8 good visit these many monlhs ago. I 
hope all will go well with ,our continuing efforts. 

Sincerely . .... ~'.) 

(/i( 'Q() 
~am E. 

PS i paId the shipping charges and viII simply deduct th~ as a 
charitable expense on behalE of Texaa& Tech. you wish to make 
a modest estimate of th~ value of the books. I can deduct that 
Loo, bu~ don't g~ to any substanlial effort - i doubt if ~hey are 
of major value. 
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