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Foreword 

The end of the Cold War has created many opportunities for greater 
openness and communication between former adversaries. Previously, 
occasional bilateral exchanges and visits involving military historians and 
archivists of the Western and Eastern blocs had occurred, but no interna­
tional gathering to discuss mutual problems had ever taken place. The con­
ference in Washington in March 1994 that brought together over 140 rep­
resentatives from 17 countries thus marks an important milestone. 

Histories of the Cold War have too often been )'Iritten from narrow 
nationalist viewpoints. The French philosopher Pascal observed, however, 
that truth is "not displayed by standing at one extremity, but rather by 
touching both ends at once and filling in all the space between." In the 
spirit of Pascal's wisdom, the conference organizers imd spo.nsors sought 
to begin a more meaningful search for the historical truth by building a 
more solid foundation at both ends or the former Ea,st-West political and 
multi-national rivalry through a greater understanding of one another's 
military archives and historical programs. 

In the United States, the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy provid- I 

ed strong encouragement for this effort, while the Legacy Resource I 
Management Program provided the funds for its organization and publica- I 

tion of Its proceedings. The Legacy Program, currently administered by j 
the Deputy Under Secreta of Derense Ii" Environmenlal S~'Curity, was 
create in 991 to enhance the management of Department of Derense 
(DoD) natural and cultural resoun:es. One significant aspect of the pro­
gmm is the physical and literary hislury of the Cold :War, hence the great 
interest of its program managers in this international meeting. 

At the conference participants from 12 nations nOt only presented and 
discussed their formal papers, but also considered ways to maintain the spirit 
of cooperation through future joint programs. Possibilities included micro­
filming records and inventories, preparing joint documentary publications, 
exchanging research scholars, and holding other international conferences 
on Cold War themes. Consideration also began on the future establishment 
of a regular mechanism for coordinating such exchanges of information. 

As a follow-up to the conference, the U.S. Department of Defense set 
up a Cold War Historical Committee composed of representatives from the 

iii 

, Historical Office of the Secretary of [)elcnsc. the Joint Ilistory Ulllce. anu 
, each of the military service histnry IIn"ices, The cnl1unitlcc secks In rrn­

mote the ex.change of inli,rmaliull l"IJIICCrnil"lJ.!. ('"It I War his.lurical lIl'livi· 
ties among DoD histurical offices, inll'rllaliunal lIIilil;uy hislory ami 
archives institutions. and I)lher cnnccrncLl gnyt'rulIWlllal ami priv:llc urHil­
nizations. The u.s. Army ('enter ur Military llistury serves as Ihe execu­
tive agent for the commith .. 'C. 

So far the committee has undertaken two specific prnjccls. Wilh 
Legacy Program funds, it provided short-term grants to 15 international 
scholars to conduct research in the United States during the fall of 1994 on 
various subjects related to Cold War military history. Participants included 
scholars from Austria, Canada, the Czech Republic. France. Germany, 
Hungary, Poland, Romania, and the United Kingdom. In addition. the 
committee began publication and circulation of a semiannual newsletter, 

'Cold War History Newsletter, the first issue of which appeared in January 
1995. 

It is my hope that the conference has established a foundation for the 
future shurinlt or inrormation regarding militury aspects of the Cold War. 
All. il1lll·C(l will hcndil frnm a prnl'l'SS Ihal prumulcs l!rculcr npcnnc!o\.!o\. 
11I111111V. 1IIIIi.nlN. 
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