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THE VIETNAM CENTER 

December 9, 1998 

Admiral Elmo R, Zumwalt, Jr. 
1000 Wilton Blvd" Sulle 310S 
Arlington, VA 22209-3901 

Dear Admiral: 

We are going forward with our planning for the 1999 s}'lllposiwn, and before 1 circulated 
an early draft of paper proposals for the symposium in which I have listed you u participatin& I 
wanted to run it PUt you for your approval 

In es_, I have listed you to chair/participate in the panel difICUssion with PA VN 
Lieutenant General Nguyen Din Doc, should that officer he able 10 participate in the s}'lllPOsium, 
I have not yet Ipproacbed any senior Army officer to join you in the panel, and so seeIc your input 
on that. I have in mind to invite General William B. Rosson, who is a very thoughtful and 
inligbtful penon, and who, I am certain would do an excellent job. He a/so baa kept in touch 
with the Vietnam Center over several years and has provided me with some excellent advice on 
various ma!tertl. 

Altematively, if you consider having two four-stars more-Of-less confi'onting a thr_star, 
we might 00IlIIid« inviting _like Lieutenant General Dave R, Palmer. Genera/ Palmer', 
connection with General Westmoreland, who also should be present at the s}'IIIPOSium, might be 
an added inducanenl for him 10 participate. In this scenario, we would then have two Army 
officenl of equal rank 10 difICUss the issue, wilh you chairing and also putting in your own 
interpretation. 

t have not invited any senior ARVN officers to participate in the panel. To do so, I am 
cerWn, would ensure that 0eneraJ Uoe would lind il impossible to take part. If any AR VN 
general officers appar ··and I !Illspect some wiD-- we can permit them to speak from the 
audience In that manner, they wiD be able to express themselves without undermining the 
principal goal, which is to begin a dialog between American and PA VN military officers, 

Resardins the rat of the pBpenlisting, I have tentalively included your son lim in the 
second Cambodian panel, hoping he would speak about the 1998 elections which he observed. I 
e-mailed him about this just befbre he left for Vietnam, but got no response. Hopeiblly be will 1 . 

feel comfortable with this. Galeral Mataxis is arranging the panel, though SO far I have put two 
of the three speakers there. 

vt1!TNAM CfNTElt NAnof'.-.L COUI'ICIL 
Allnd".' Elmo. Zumwalt,)r. USN (KET). Chairman 

Gencn'WlIIa.m C 9IcRmotelan\l 
lion Wdll"", P, Bundy, HOf';. Bul Diem. '",lcuor DoUfl'n Plk~ 

Au A/ftmUllJ'Vtt lIeikm 1,.1ttllllltm 

11\. VlIITl'IAM AIICHMl 
Tena TC<'h Unl~ty _k.r"" .. _1041._)7009010 
, .. , (lIOO)74l.0496 

£.-M.II ...... llb,1«uclU 
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We have sipcd the contract for the vitit of the MovilI8 V1i!IND1I WID. ~ we ~ 
not let liP the fWI apnda fur tbil, 1 anticipate that we wiD have the formal ope!lIII8 UUIIIIOIlHl'f fur 
the Wall viIit on W~, 14 April 1999 11 1700. As you havellreldy aped to be the . 
keynote !JIMIId1ll' at1hi1 event, I reapectfuIly request that you arranae your trlvellChecIu1e to IITMJ 

in Lubbock eady cnoosb for thil eveot. 

While <lisen"'"g travel II ren,ernentl, wheIIWt you were here, you_eel ~. to ~ 
you that you WIIItOd to Idly in Lubbock tbroup Sllurd&y 17 April.. in ~ t? plll't1Clpl1~ ~ 
eveninI at entertainment 11 the V·I Ilancb. outside of town. [This note pnllClpIlIy fur PrlIlCillI, 1 

1IIIpeI:t.] 

My latest information collOeming Genenl westmordand COIIHIf from one ofm. former 
aideI, Colonel PIIII MiIc:I. CoIooeI MiIc:I reports that both the CimInIot MR. W~ II'e 

eommitted to donI.tin8 hi. ~ to T ClW Tech Uni~ty. [I have COI'IIIiIll~ . 
em:pbasimd that while we l1l1I intereIled in receiving this mat~ we Call ~ IIlCMIPt It it'they l1l1I 
happy to dolllltll it. 1 do not WIIIl, in any way, to COIlYe)' anything lID I I I IDly m our effbrts to 
IIlqIIiR the I\III.eIiIIII. 1 UIIdentand hm other IOlIfCCS that there have beelllIOIIIt: UI1ICfUIIIIIoua 
elJ'orti to pi.o poI .. 1i-.m of them.] 

Since typiDa thialetter yesterday, I have received a call hm Colonel Donloo, eayina that 
MR. W~ says ...... beeD waiting for me to arrive in CIIIrlaton to inventory tile 
GencnI'. materialalUld prepare them for lhippins to Lubboekl As CoIoIIel MiJea reponed that 
the General'. ddat lIOII, "'Rip" waa to vilit wiIb hi, parents ~ tile CbriItmaa bralklUld nMew 
the IIIIItns befure they would be ready for lhipnteftt. I am now eufIiciently confiI!Ied about what 
is deeier'ed that I will be writin8 dinIcIly to her to uk what she IClUally wi .. done. 

FurtIter,IOCOf'ding to Colonel Donlon. Mrs. WesllnorellUld IItiJI h.u our sympoJium 
penciIecI into the QeoenI'. apoda IUII1, health pennittifl8, they wi! be bere., travelina with the 
DoniOlll. R.eapectiDa Kilsy's wisha, we wiD not amnge any situation in which tile Gerwn.I wiD 
be llIquired to speak fi:mnaIIy; ho __ ,) hope to have either the 0enerIl or Kitsy IIIIIOIIlIee the 
donatioo of their malerials, pref'erabIy at the fund-raiDng dinner on the evening of April 14 at 
wIlidI Chancellor Montfurd will unveil p1am fur the new buildiDfJ • 

AU _ comiDuetI we.II here, though I IIeCIm to be working at III --inereuint! pace, jua 
to I1IIiIhin my CUI'I'eIIl potIitjon. [Doubdas youlalow that I'eeIbw 011 • &r I!lfIIller IICIIle &om 
IIIlII)' otthe high poaitiOllS you oceupied over the yean.] Chancellor Montford ia in New Yorlc 
today. oriaiMJIy JII8iminI to IIIMt with Bill Simon; however, the VtOe CJwwiIIor fur lUnd I'IiIlins 
~ me late yesterday to report that the visit had been canuIItId at the lut minute by Mr 
SIIIIOD, who had to be out of town, IUId thus the meeIiI!a wiD have to be teICheduIed. 
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December 09, 1998 

Third Triennial Vietnam Symposium (15-17 April 1999) 
Paper Propaull 

(LitoC Does Not Reflect SeqllellCe of P ....... tioo) 

Diffcrigg Perceptions of the War 
Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt, It 
PAVN UeuIeW1t General Nguyen Dinh Uoc 
US Anr!y CJcnerIl Officer m 

Arcbiyea 
Puell 
Swift, II!III'Inine. &ad others. National Archives Staff Panel on Vielnam Project at N~ 

1. Brief Hiltory oCthe Vidnam Project at the National ArdIivea 
2. BriefDeecJiption orlbe National Archives' Holdings 
3. Some UnuUII or Undau.ed ~ 
4. How Do ReIeIrdIen Communicate witb the National ArclUves 

PaDel2 

PAGE 04 

Dr. Artbur 1. Dommen, George Muon Univenity, "Searching for Vietnlm Hillory Throush the 
US National Archives." 

Steven DeIIay, UC Berkeley, Watching Hanoi: The Cbansing Conditions for FoUowina 
CoDMmporary Developme!ll$ in Viemam" 

Early Vietnam War Battles 
CIWrIC_Bleatator: Colonel Roger Donlon. USA (Ret). M.H. 
T~ Maj. Dave. US Military Academy ''The Battle of Ap Bac, Vietnam, 1963." 
AmIe Blair. Aulltnlilan National University, Battle of Nun Dong, 1960t 
Lopval1. FAld. uc.Santa Bcbara. One of. polllJibie menu of four paper&. to tie in with Dr. 

ADM Blair', propoaod paper on the Battle of Nun 00118. 1964. 
I. ~An Inevitable Wat'I TIle Domestic American and lntcmalional Context. 196ot-65" 
2. 'Window of Opportunity: Lyndon Johnson and Disenpgement &om VJetnIIm, 

November 1964 - Fcbnwy 1965" 
3. "Coercive Diplomacy: The U.S. and the Seaborn Mission to Hanoi, lillie 1964" 
4. '''More fo'Iap': The American Altempt to Get Third Country Auittance in Vietnam." 

Laoa 
PaDell 
ClWr/Co .... eatacor: William Head. WI!In\I!J'-Robins ALC 
Iohn Prados, fndependent Sc:bolar. "Aspects orlhe WII in Lao. 
Earl H. Tilford. US Army War College. "Operation Contmando Hunt: The Air WII apinst the 

Ho Chi Minh Trail'" 
Dr. iun C .. 1e, Air Command &. Staft' College. "Bombing Through the Cloud.: The 

Eltabliahment and Operation of Site 85." 
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Pa.ell: The Secret War in Laos 
Dr, 1_ HamilIOft..Merritt 
Ted Shlildey 
Attlu Dommen? 

TTUITHE VIETNAM eTR PAGE 05 

RicbIrd VeITOIIe, Texu Tech, "The 1962 Gen_ Accord. on Laos and ~ the 'Cold 
W ... lUlctoric'!' 

Cambodia 
Panell: US Military Support for the Lon Nol Governmeat 
Rripdier General (ret) Theo C,Maluis, USA, American Military Ulliveqjty, IitIe not yet 

IVIiIable 
Major General K«I 8owra, USA, title not yet available 
Major GenenI (!'tit) lohn Oeland, USA, title not yet aV1lillhle 

PaMI1: Peace Operado .. ia Ca .. bodi. 
Cumntly beins formed by Brigadier General Mataxis 
Gregory A, OIIlOn, Univenity ofWiIl(lOnJin, Oshko!lb, "PrilIoe Norodom Sihanouk and 

Senator Mike Mansfield: The Nixon Administration's Missed OpportwIity to Avoid the 
Killina Field,," 

1_ G, ZUmwalt, paper on 1998 elections in Cambodia? 

End oftbe War in Vietuam 
lamet Parker, Independent !clIo1 ... '"The Evacuation 110m South Vietnam, 1975," 
Dr, 1_ WdlbanIu. Army Command &. General Staff College, ""I1te Fill of South Vietnam," 

And-War Topics 
The v ..... W.r 011 C.mplll: Other Voices, More DistaD' Drums 
Cb.lrlCo ...... tator: Marc 1, Gilbert, North Georaia College &. State Univcnity 
Paul Lyons. Stockton State University, "'The Sounds of Silence: Silent BoomeB in In Age of 

ProIIIIt," 
Anthony 0, Edmonds, Bill State University, "The Anti-War Movement at Ball State Univenity," 
Marc Juan Oilbcrt, Nonh Gearsia CoDeae &. State Univenity, ''Lode and LoId Revisited: 

Proteet, Memory and the Internet" 
Barblta TUlChler, HoIlKlC Mann ~hool, ''Refiner's Fired: WomUi and the Anti-War Movement 

on Campus," 

The Viet Kieu Elperience 
Jeffrey Brody, California State University. Fullerton, "The Reporter &om little Saigon." 
MajO! Quang X, PhIm. USMCR, Unlillcd paper on iii, personal apcriences. 
Andrew Lam Pacific News Service, Untilled paper on his personal experiences 
HUIfY N~ T_ Tech University, Untitled paper 011 his pcrsonal experiences. 
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