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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

23 July 1995 

Admiral Elmo R. ZumwaJ:t, Jr. 
lOOn Wilson Blvd., Suite 3105 
Arlington, VA 22209-3901 

Dear Admiral: 

1996 VietnAln Sym pt'isillm 

Fax: (703) 528·5795 
J 

Within the last few days I have authorizc;d Dr. Jane Hamilton-Merritt to imite 
Major r.-ene-ral Vang Pao and Colonel Ly TOll Pao, the fonner Hmong mililar:y lead~ 10 
atlend the symposium and for General Vang Pao to speak at the Thursday luncheon. 

Or. Hntllilton-Me1'fitt ha~ aIm ~'1l£&c:st",d that we might invite Presid<lnt Thieu and 
Air !'vlarslW Nguyen Cao Ky_ ''''bile I lui've absolutely no objection to inviting either or 
both of them. I am concerned that if we iro.ite too many fonner senior South ViettlBlllesc 
l"lfficials, the chances of General Giap or General Tran Van Tnt aclUlIlly participating might 
be significantly reduced. Although I made it a point at Denver thllt the ffimoi Vi"tnamljSe 

fi!J002 

must be prepared to confront opposing viewpointll, I don't want to appear as though we are/, /,vb 
linine up the entiTe tlmner South Vielnarru::se government 10 confront them. I would very I 
much appreciate your views on this. 

1997 Vietnam Workshop 

The Chief Historiiln at the Centor for :vfiIjtaT)' History ha,~ recommended to General 
Mountcastle that thl:')' get on board for the proposed workshop. If they do decide to go 
along Mth U~, then wc !hould h~ the entire program outlined and ready to present to the 
Vietnamese when titeyarrive here nen Aplil. U~uaJly, it ~eems 10 me, the Vietnamese 
amve at a meeting with their agenda IIl1 ironed out and agreed 10, and then confront the 
Americans, who generally lack an agreed position_ (That ccrtain1y was the case in Denver 
in June). This timll. I would very much like us to be the ones with evel'\1hing fully ~taffed 
and organized. It's ju.~t much more prnfeMional that way, 

Thwelopmellu at th~ "enter 

There havc been oome heartening developmenLs V'.~thin the last week or so 
indicating that an increasing number of people within the university or~anization are 
beginning to more actively support the Vielnam program, 

VIETNAM CENTER NATIONAL COUNCIL 
Admiral Elmo 'R.. 2um\lolalt, Jr., t:SN {R.t.T}z Chal'l'T't'lA" ,,..,_>1 William C. Westmoreland. Han. WI:J!.un E. Colby 

Hon. Willi"m P. Bundy. Hon. Bui Diem, 'Proiessol' t'Jousl.u, Pike 
An AffintlfJ.U1J8 ActiON i"~tjjwtlOtl 

ARCHIVE OF iHl! VJETNA.\f CONFLICT 
T .... Tech Ul",.ry 

Lubbodc T .... ' 794{)9.j)O\n (80<;) 7~l758 
FlU" (806)142.:920 
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HISTORY TTl: 

The Director of Special CoUections announced that the Ubrmy plans to aUocatc an 
additional SlO,OOO from IhciI rc:;our~ 10 begin acquirinl!. ~ sct of published worb on 
Vietnam (separate from the library's holdings available for student check-out) for 
preservation 8lI part of the Archive. 

The Office of Development has determined that they would like to find Jl major 
corporate sp01lS0r for the symposium. Although we already have a tidy sum set aside for 
the symposium. if !hey can raise !he money through a sponsor. !hen !he money we have 
already allocated can be shifted to acquisition.q for the Archive. 

A senior faculty member advises me !hat President Lawless now speaks boastingl:y 
about the Vietnam Center whenever he speaks publicly oJ't'-campus about university 
programs. This ilS pllrticularly 1lP1il)ing, as it signific~ our growing institutional $h'ength 
~ithin!he university. We are top priority for new funding in the university; that in itself is 
a remarkable achievement given the total laCK of priority tor Vietnam studies virtually 
cvcrywh~Te else in the tJnited Slates. 

James R. Reckner -
Director 
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