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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

Jun" 26, 1995 

Admiral ElmQ R, ZlmlWalt, Jr. 
1000 Wi1son BM, Suite 3105 
Arl:ington, VA 22209-3901 

Dtt.ar Admiral: 

I have jusL returned from a 'W1'Y interesting week of dillCWisions with the visiting 
Vielllamelle detesation. 1 wi1l Bend a copy of my full report via mail, but wanted 
parliculady to call to your attention the discussions 1 had regardins the poI:Isibk:: visit IJf 
Gcnl.;nq Giap. 

Vietnam_ Dialogue 

The Viemameso delegation wu already aware of the 10ttcr lhat you had dclivl,lrcd 
during your visit to Rmoi last Scptemlx:1'. Vu Xuan Hone, thl!! Socn:lary Ganeral of the 
Vit;I.n.am-i,;SA Society, indiclll.cd lbat the Gencral'~ participation is still bcins discll8SCd 
within the Vietnam Veterans Organi7.Alion. 

In the political.:ommission's discussions. which I co-chai1'cd with Ambas&ador 
l\guyen Quang Tao, one of the Vietnamese delcgaws raised objections to Vietnamese 
participation in the 1996 canfcrenc.: btlcause Mr, Colby and Bui Diem will be tl:!.ca'e. I 
Ilrgued strongly, and was Sllpputl~d by other Ameri.;;an members of the commission, that if 
the Villtnamese wish 10 enter into mwningful dialOgUc, they must be prqw:ed to interacL 
with those whosll views they don't sltarl:; thlll they must be able to deal with opposing 
views. I be1iEllll!! this view WIIS understood by thOllIll pre/ltJll; however, I suspect that 
parti;;ular WDCIlm is part of the ongoing di8cU&Sion about VoI:!:lcther General Giap should 
attend. ]:-;cve1'tbdess, the political commission's tinal repent includt:d a re;;ommendatinn 

~002 

thai: the SRV take 30 aClilll;J role in a wide range of acadcmlic conferences; ~ ~"lt'''''!!J 
~D&;Id -- /"f'# ~""'Y""''''-' 

Toward the end of the week, AmbasSlldor Tao 3Sked me 10 also invite ("",eral 
Tran Van Tra and General Iran Van Duong. General Duona is the oummthead ofthc 
VIetnamese Veterans Organization. He said the invitations would be useful if it turns out 
that <k'ncral Giap is busv at the tim;;: of the comrence. Of CO\lJ'ljC, whelher he might be 
"busy' as a rcl~uIt of PoIDica\ cons:iderations rather than actual calendar commitments 
remain. to he seen. 

VTETNA.\f CENTER NA noNAL COtlNClL 
Admltal E1mo R. Zumwalr.lr., USN (RET). ClWmIan 

C.,.,.,.a1 William C. Westmoroiand. Han. W.Wam 1i. Colby 
Hon, Wllli.Tn P. Bundy, Hon, BIll Oiem, ProM""" Douglas Pu.. 

A. Aflir'rlJltiw Act.,. [",_lion 
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