E. R. ZUMWALT, JR.

ADMIRAL, U S. NAVY (RET)

July 19, 1995

General Fred Weyand
2121 Ala Wai Boulevard
PH-1

Honolulu, HI 96815

Dear General:

The purpose of this letter is to acquaint you with the Center for
the Sstudy of the Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech University, which
I have sponsored and supported since its inception in November
1989. I enclose with this letter some background papers which will
provide you considerable detail concerning the Center, its related
Archive, and their activities.

We are now in the advanced stages of planning our second triennial
Vietnam symposium, which is scheduled for 18-20 April 1996 in
Lubbock, Texas. The theme of the symposium is particularly
relevant in light of recent movements toward normalization of
relations with Vietnam: After the Cold War: Reassessing Vietnam.
The planning agenda for that symposium is attached. You will note
that the scheduled speakers include the leading academics in the
field as well as many of the actual participants, including William
Colby, Walt Rostow, and Bui Diem. Lieutenant Generals Dave R.
Palmer and Harold G. Moore have also been invited. I think that
you will agree with me that the program is excellent.

During my visit to Hanoi last September, I invited General Vo
Nguyen Giap to attend the symposium and to participate with me in
a discussion of the war. Last month the Director of the Center, a
retired naval officer and former senior advisor to South Vietnamese
Riverine units, participated in discussions with a Vietnamese
delegation visiting the United States. The general tenor of that
delegation's attitude toward General Giap's possible visit has left
us with the impression that either he or General Tran Van Tra or
possibly Tran Van Duong (the head of their national veterans
organization) will attend.

I would now like to invite you to participate in the symposium with
me, to present the opening address of the conference on Thursday



General Fred Weyand
July 19, 1995
Page Two

night, 17 April 1996, and to participate in the panel discussion
with whichever senior PAVN general actually appears.

Should you agree to participate, the Center for the Study of the
Vietnam Conflict will defray all expenses that you incur.

Sincerely,

C:égﬁyéXZa%naaaXQ
E. R. fumwalt, Jr.

Admiral, USN (Ret.)

1000 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 3105
Arlington, VA 22209-3901

Tel: (703) 527-5380
Fax: (703) 528-5795

Enclosure: Vietnam Symposium Agenda
Miscellaneous Background Materials
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