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Dear Admiral: 

Enclosed for your information is a preliminary proposal I today 
submitted to Brigadier General John Mountoastie. the head of the Center for 
Military History, for a small conference to be held during hllCill year 1997 
(any time after 1 September 1996, but preferably in Apri11997). We think 
it would yield must interesting results; however. we must await some 
response from General Mountcastle before talcing it any further. 

Very respectfully, 

.~ 
James R. Reckner 
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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

Jun¢ 29, 1995 

Brigadier General John Mountcastle, USA 
Center for MilitaI:y History 
1099 141h 31. 
Wa&h:ingt.nn, DC 20005-3442 

Dear General MounlCastle: 

Fax: (202) 761.5390 

TIl(; purpOllC of lhis leUill' ill 10 provide a bit of background informatirm CI'rilCenrill!! 
the Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conflict at Texa& Te~h University, and to make a 
preliminary proposal for cobOlltlng a small conference. 

The Center for the Study of Ihc Vietnam Conflict at 'J'exa& Tech University was 
l:sl.abli5hed by the Board of Regents ofTeJ!lI$ Tech Univcnity in November 1999, to 
encow:agc Ihc study of all aspeclll of Ihe Vietnam War, and to assist the growth of the 
Archive of the Vietnam Conflict at T_ 'I 'ech, which had been I\$tablished in the 
preceding month. The Center is guided locally by a group of Vietnam veterans in tht.'l 
community. the most senior members of which are J leutenant Genm'al Bemhard T. 
l\.fittemeyer, eSA (Ret} and Major Gem:ral Dudley Faver, L"SAF (Ret), The remainder of 
the board are successful busin"'SIImC%l in the community. To assist us at the nationalleve~ 
tbc ~bidt.l1l of the university invited Admiral Zumwalt. ('teneral We~tmol'e1a!ld, :\.fl'. 
Colby, Mr. Bundy, former South VitrtnamC!!le Ambassador Bui Diem and Vietnam 
historian Douglas Pike to fonn a national council I am the Center's director, and am a 
l'I:U:red :naval officer who served two tOW'll of duty with tho riverine forces in Vietrutm. I 
am now a tenured assoc.iate profellllO'1' ot' history at T tool8 Tech University teaching courses 
in military1naval history. 

The Center host=<!. its first major symposium in April 1993, and settled upon a. 
program ot'triCtt11ial symposia as our principal conference effort. The next such 
symposium, scheduled for 18-20 Apri.11996,is entitled After the Cold War: Reasfffssing 
Vllgrnam. Already committed speakers include Admirnl Zumwalt, Mr. Colby, Dr, Rmrtaw, 
Ambassador Diom. and many of the leadina: historians in the field. An early planning 
program for the ~')'mpOBium :is altacru.:(\, On 31 March· I April of this year we cohalled 
~ith the Amty War College'~ SSl a Vietnam Roundtable entitled On Winl/ln!? and LOSing: 
Ths SUlIlnlerS Thesis and the Vietnam War. The proceedings of that roundtable are beine. 
published by Texas 1.'ech l:nivcrsity, 

Last week I participated in discussions with the SRV delegation cun'etltly visiting: 
the United Slates (they were sched.uled to be briefed at the Pentagon on Tuesday of this 
week), In the course of me meetings we had considerable discussion about the Center's 
invitation. hand-delivered to ('n.'T1 .. Tal Giap by Admiral Zumwalt last September, fOT the 
general to plll1icipaic in our 1996 symposium. Apparently no final dt.'lCi~ion has been made 

141 002 

VlETNAM CENTBlI. NATIONAL COUNOL 
AdmltaJ Elmo II. Zllmwal~ Jr .. USN (RET), Chairman 
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about tlte general's pa.rticipation; however. Ambassador N8U)'CIl Quang Tao, the head of 
the V\etI\atnl'l!le delegaticm, Apecffically reqllellted thaI I extend an invitation 10 Gc:rn:rals 
Tran Van Tra and Tran Van DuQll&. The fClmler commanded the Ho Chi Minh Campaign 
in 1975; the latter c;ummtly heads the nauonal veterans orpnization in Vietnam. 

The VietnamC6e deleption. which also inol.uded two aolive duty P A VN officers 
representing the FA \IN general staff (a colonel and a lieutenant colonel), also indicated an 
active interest to IIC11d a delegation of miliCMy historians 10 !he 1996 symposium. Although 
we have already oOlllIIlitted nearly $40,000 for the 1996 symposium, we lutdu't budgeted 
for a Vietnamese deleptioo.. We are currenliy working on independent funding for that 
and we are hopeful that the Vietn.tlnJ.clie will arrive and will participate. 

This Vic:tnamoso interest in participating. haIi led me to the idea that it might be 
polilSible 10 h(llli n much mudler xmeUn; excl~lsive1y between u.s. and Vietnamese militaIy 
historians or military histori.a.ns and II limited number of flaglgeneraI officerll at a future 
date under the auspices of a non&OVemmental oraanizalion Sl.ICh 8$ OWll. Fur fiJcal y __ 
1997 ~ 1 Septmtber 199(i). the C.enterhas about $10,000 already allocated for II 
Vietnam conference. That amount, however, would be irlsufficient to host a delega:&ion 
from Vietnam, sponsor military historians fronl within the United Statc~. and publWl IlK; 
p!'OCICedilIIP. Therefore. my idea ia to iDquire whether some other organization (ie., 
Center for Military History. Anny War College, or some other oppropriste organization) 
might wish to collaborate to conduct mch a conference. 

The format of the conference, of COutllC. could be mutually agreed upon. I would 
S'l.JUC8t that PC1i1aps the conference foclIII narrowly upon ontl particular aspect of the war: 
J;IC1'Iurps Ilw 1'lIt O.ifmlive. or the 1972 Easter Campaign. Having settled upon the topic, 
we could then apprOACh the appropriate historians and/or officers to comprille the 
American delegation. I would 5U11i\1SI, too, dIallhe confereIlOO be held v.itb. a minimum of 
publicity, unli.kc the 1996 symposium which will be attended by a ccmlliderable media 
coverap. Vcmue for the proposed conference would be the Intcnwional CultlJ.l'al Center 
at Texas Tech Univcnity, Which ill scheduled for completion in March 1993. and which 
will offer the most modem meeting facilities. 

Well., that is the outIiru: of roy proposal. I am sending illo you initially, without 
prior coordination with Admiral ZUmwalt However, I will fax a copy of it to him today. 
Of course, 1 haVlm.'t the slighulst intemion of approaching the VlctnamC&C on this topic 
unk:ss the concepl i_ lI<.:CtIPled in jeneral and a decision ill made to proceed. 

~.- ...'aacs R: Jt:emrer 
Director 

encl: 1996 Vietnam Symposium Planning Program 
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