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i){*ar Admifal:

‘Thank vou for agreeing to approach Secretary McNamara on our
behalf. Attached is a rough draft of a letter for »our consideration.

Very respectfully,

James R Rcc km r
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Dear Mr. Secretary:

The purpose of this lerter is to call vour atlention te the Center tor the Stady of the
Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech Umversity and its ongoing program o} Vietnam
Conterences. I hunve chaired the Advisory Board for this Center since its inception in 1989,
and have maintamed close contact with it as #t has grown in the last five vears.

Directed by ; hcer: an associate professor of lustory at Texas
Tech, the Center has embarked upon a program of conferences which are designed
specrhcally 1o encourage scholars and participants in the war to ask all of the hard
questions and seek the truth, however difficult those truths mmght scem.

Most recentlv the Center, with the U.S. Army War College. cohosied a Vietnam
Roundtable that reexamaned Hany Summors’ thesis and 1 believe. began an imporant new
dialogue about how the war was conducted. You would be most impressed with a paper
preseuted by a formor PRC naval ofhicer who is now an academi. in the United States.
Using recently released Chinese materials. he outlined in great detail the Chinese reaction
10 the sntial Amencan involvement in South Vietnam, reporting Chuncse troop strength in
North Viemam reached a peak of 170,000 in the lale 1960s. And he confirmed the
validity of Amencan concerns over the possibihty of direct Chinese intervention as m
Korca had we taken more durect action against North Viemam. ¢ important were the
papers presented at this roundtable, that Douglas Pike has volunteered to write the
introdugction for the soon-to-he-published proceedings

kot the past vear the Cenier has been planning a major Vietnam svmposiumn for 18-
20 Aprl 1996 .’:.mor;g the speahers already zomminted 10 participatc are Dr Walt Rostow.

Ambassador Wiham Colby, Ambassador Buz Diem. Douglas Pike andé‘ty@la AndT

have hand-dehvered an invitation to General Vo Nguven Giap to aﬂand} T firmly believe
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thal il his health holds out and full diplomatic recognition is extended 1o Vietam. he will
agree to participare

The conterence planners have aircady hined up many of the leading Amernican
historians of the war. A Russian academic from the Academny of Scicmces in Moscow 15
comrmutied o present a paper on the Soviet contribution to the North Viemamese effort. A
special panel will examsine Laos. And Dr. Hoyt Purvis, Director of the Fulbright
International Program., is seckmg Victnamese scholars to attend and participaie in the
conference.

I am awarc thal vou have publiclv indicated your desire to usc some of the royalties
trom your book, /n Retrospect. 0 host a conference on Vietnum, Might T suggest that the
Center tor the Study of the Vietnam Conflicts forthcoming conference, entitled, Aifter the
Cold Bar: Reassessing Vietmam, might he the ideal vehicle for your support? In Texas
Tech Umversity we have an already establiched and smoothly functioning conference
organizaton specifically dedicated to examining all aspects of Vietnam, It has already won
the respect of the academic cormmunily through its earlier efforts. Therefore. T would hike
to invite you to support this conterence and to Lake an active role in the proceedings. either
by j10ting the panei alrcady compmised of Dr. Rostow, Ambassador Colby and
Ambassador Bui Diem. or by offering a separate presentation should you so desire

By supporting the Vietnam Center and Archive at Texas 1zch you wili nol only
meet your own goals of sponsoring a Vietnam Conference, but also vou will be providing
an important hoost to an organization that has worked for over five vears without otficial
tunding to prescrve the record of the American sxpernience and at the same time to
=ncourage the younger generanon of Amencans 10 exarmne that record and draw from i
convlusions important for America’s tuture. There can be no more important goal for

those of us who were in so many ways touched by the Victnam expenence
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12 April 1995

Dr. James R. Reckner

Director, Center for the Study
of the Vietnam Conflict

Texae Tech Univergity

Lubbock, TX 79409-1013

Dear Jim:

This letter krings to you my undisguised complimants on
the stamp of excellence that marked the Texas Tech/US Army War
College 1995 Vietnam Roundtable., I consider myaself privileged
to have been invited to participate, and I welcome this cppor-
tunity to szay that I benefitted richly from the presaeantations
and discussian.

No undartaking of this kind can succeed without strong
leaderahip -- leadership characterized by vision. organization-
al ability, sound planning, thoroughgoling preparation, careful
coordination and effective implementation. In the realm of or-
ganization, B key requircment resides in selection of those to
be entrusted with responsibility for presentations. On all of
these counts, I consider your leadership to have meagurad up
to the highest standards. More than that, you have my salute
for it.

Apropos yocur request for a finalized copy of my presenta-~
tion, T have yat to redo the paper I ravised while in Lubbock,
but I intend to do 80 as soon as possible. The copy You desire
will be mailed promptly whan available.

Every goed wish, Jim, and thank you hoth for having enabled
me to participate in the Roundtable and for the courtesies you
extended to me.

Sincerely,

22,8, Ao ——

2 Enclg: Data pertaining to W. B. Rosszon
alr travel. General, USA, Ret.
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DEPARTMENT QF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES ARMY WAR COLLEGE
CARLISLE BARRACKS PENNSYLVANIA 17475-5550

REAM Y TO
aTeNmon oS S Sy, lilford

Dy, Jamas R. Reckner
Center for the Study

of the Vietnam Contiicr
Lo 41213

L.ukbbock, Texas 79409-1013

Dagr Jim:

The Army wWar Coliege-Texas Tech Vietnam Roundtab.e, "The
Summera Theaia: Twenty Years After the Fall of 3aigon, " exceeded
my grandest expeactations. Irs excellence restulted frowm your hard
work and effort. It is rare that scholars of suth note as thcose
who gathered a* Texas Tech last week, can “oin with actual
participants irn the events te obtain the kind of intellectua’
synergics we achieved.

Fncloaed vou will find a revisea editiocon of my paper along
wirh the Wordperfect disc. I cthinl the program is Wordpecrfecth
Sz T hope rhis will suffice.

The Straregic Studies Institute values its close
relationship with Texas Tech University. I am sure we wil. be
working together again.

My regards to all.

Sincerely,

S0t
e

Earl H. riifard, ., Ph.D.
Director af sSrtudies
Strategi¢ Stud:ies Institute
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SUBJECT: Trip Report, SSI/Texas Tach "Summers Thesis Confearenca"

1. The Strategic¢ Studies Institute and The Center for the sStudy
of the Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech University coc-sponacred a
conference examining Harry Summers’'s thesls twenty years after
the fall of Saigon. The Conference tock place at tha Sharatoen
inn in bLubbock, Texas, March 30-April 1, 1955. Approximarely 100
scholars, retired military officers, and other ocfficials
attendecd. Attendees and participants included a former head of
state (Gen. Nguyen Khanh, Pramier of the Republic of Vietnam,
1964-65), Ambagsador Bul Diem (South Vietnam’'as ambassador to the
United States during the Nixon administration), General William
Rosson (former Deputy Commander, MACV), and Profegsor Douglas
Pike, perhaps this nation’s leading scholar on the Viet Cong and
People’s Arnmy of Vietnam. Colonel Summers had to cancel at the
last minute becauss of unanticipated surgery.

2. Harry Summere wrote his book, Qn Strategy, while serving at
the Army War College and the Strategic Studies Institute. Since
publication, the "Summers thesig" has held a controversial but
important piace in Vietnam historleography. It ies also important
in the intsllectual history of the post-Vietnar War American
military, aespecially the Army. Colonel Summers leqitimized
criticism by serving officers of the way the Viatnam War was

sle) el 18 Wacg Eart of the Intellectual revival of the Army
that EOsbered i%8 physical régereration, ultimately providing the
climate for TEItevrs—itlke QGemeral~Eullivan to emerge, More

xmportantly. intellectual curiosity and institurional honesty
elpad reform the Army Lintc the potant force that served the
natlon so well in the Persian Gulf, and has provided the
institutional foundations for Force XXI. Because of Harry
Sumrers, we are better able to understand that war is, before it
is anything else, first and fcremcar an intellectual endeavor.

3. A total of eight papers and two luncheon addresses wers
given. 1 have attached copies of three papers and the ocutline
tor Premier Khanh's address. 1 especially draw ycur attention to
Protesacr Xaioming 2Zhang's paper. Dr. Zhang served in the
People’s Liberation Army, Navy as a AAA specialist and advisor to
the PAVN during the Vietnam War. He recently earned his Ph.D. in
Internaticnal Affairs at the University of Iow2 and is pursuing
American citizenship. His paper Zocuments a far higher degrae of
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PRC involvement in North Vietnam than was previously known. My
paper, "On Winning and Losing: A Post Nec-Revigionist
Perspective, " concluded the conference. Profaseor James Reckner
of Texas Tach will edit an antholeogy to be published by Texas
Tech University Press.

4. We brought together the very best scholars in tha field for
this program. Texas Tech has undertaken a major effort to become
the center for the study cf the Vietnam confiict and for
Indochinese history generally. William Colby and Admiral Elmo
Zumwalt are notable amcng those whe have already conaigned their
protessional papers to the archive at the Cenrer for the Study of
the Vietnam War. Next month General Westmorelard will be asking
H. Rosa Perot for 85 million t¢ establish an H. Rosg Perot Chair
at the Center. PFundingin exceyw of $8 million has already been
obrained for the Center,

5, The Center resuited f{icwn the efforts of Dr. James Reckner.

He was hired at Tech as ai assistant professor in 1988. Rackner,
a Vietnam veteran, 13 a retired KNavy commandexr with a Ph.D. in
naval history from the University of Aukland. The Tenter has
resulted largely through his innovative and irvaginative afforte.
Ground was brcken for the new Center last ysar. When completed
it will hcuse the Douglas Sike Collection, currently being

transferred from Berkelsy o Texas Tech. The Army Wa ge u//
shculd endeavor tc werk closely with Texas Tech in the ¢oming
vedrsTThe ON-VETSIty hLas the RKin innovarive Epirlt Wé are

trying—to Ccapture in tne*fcnrthmirmy*ﬁar—uo*Lege and in Force
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EARL H. TILFORD,
Director of Reassarch
Strategic Studiea Inetitute

Attachments: Conference Frogram
bapers/talk outline (4)
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