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HISTORY TTl' 

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF Tm 
VIETNAM CONFLICT 

Texas Tech l'nin-rllity 
Lubbock, TX 794ft9. t on 

Fax: (806) 741·1060 

FA,X COVER SHEET 

April 24, 199~ 

Admiral It:bno R. Zuml't'aJt, Jr, 
Fax: (70J) !li28-579S 

James R. R("("imer 

ApPI"oach to SeeretlU",) \Ic\amara 

-"umber of Page!> (Including ("nn-r Sheet): 1 
Uyou hit""" problelJlJl rec('hin~ this document, eaU: (~06) 7-11.37-1-1 

J)("ar Admiral: 

I hank you fot agreein~ to approach Secrctar~ .\!c'\'anuu'a on our 
behalf. Attached is a rough draft of a letter for ~ (lur c()w;idC'ration . 

• Jam,,!; R. Rc{'kner 

I ~ ~ <"<f;lk.i,. 11i~ ;f;GZM 17 /ilh;r Ad i.Ia An.; WAte 

e~~ 'J MTJj~ np 11 Ali' ~<-e£, /.t#td~~ P>t.. 

~ ~ ~ ~7 ·~~.t«dAU''1';' ~4( CU-r-
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D-R-A-F-T 

l.Jear :\1r, Secretai}': 

Th.: purpose of tins letter is to~aIl your attention to tht Center far the S,mdy of the 

Vic:trunn ConOict at Tcxa.< Te.:h Crriwmly and its ongoing program of Vietnam 

Conrerellco;, I lllr"~ ;;haired the Advisory Board tor this Center since its inception in 1981), 

and have mamtalOed clO$(I contact ,vith it as it has iD'own in thc last fiv<: Ve.lI'S, 

lJi:recred by f f i I ~ H, ... r ~an ~illte professor Of'lw>lory at Tex ..... 

Tech, Ihe Denter has embarked upon a program of ~ooferenc;;s "hi~h are designed 

specl1\cally to t:ncotrr8ie scholll.rs and participants in th, wat: to ask all of the hard 

questions and seek the truth, however difficult thost' trutru. nught SI:ItIlt . 

. Most r:cently th. ('cnta, \\11h the L',S. Army Wat Coll;;;g!;, ~()ht'Slw a Vietnam 

Roundtllbk that reexarr.med Hany Summ;.n' thesis and. I heliM'e. lxgan an important new 

dhJogue about how 111e "'at: ""-3.'> I;ondu~ted. YflU wouI.! be =1 in\pressod wm. • paper 

presented by a fonn,;," PRe naval officer who is now an ac.ademi~ in !he t:nitt'd States. 

L$Wg r\lc~ntI) r"l~iIlic:d Chinese materlal~, he ow\in<;<i in loIfCaf detail rh: Chille~" reaction 

tl) the nn1Ul Ammc;an involvement in !,;outh \'ietnam. reportlna Clun~se troop strength in 

:\ort:h VIetnam reache.:! l peak of 1"'(;.000 in Ih~ lal~ 19605. And he confirmed th~ 

validity of '\11l¢n~1Ir1 (oU\;ems O\':;r the po~ihihty ot direct Clune", intervention a> in 

Kon:a had we taken more direct a..;tion ~Sl ~orrh Vi"tnMn, S" important WOre the 

p"pel'$ prt:$ented at this roundtable, that Douglas Pike h .... volunteered to >;\nre the 

introduction for the SOol1-to-t.e.putoll,hed proct'~dings 

~ Of the past vear thl:' C"nl~ has been lllanning ol major Vietnam wmpo;iurn for 1 S· 

.'0 April 1996 Among the speaker:; alrcady ~ommin~d I<' parlicipAte are Dr Wah RO<sto'l>\, 

Ambassador Wilham Colby, Ambassador Bui 1)iem. Douglas Pi1.:e .mdfn1~Jl And'T 
, L . 

have hand-deliv~'T~d :m invitation !O G<'\lcrul Vo ;-:MWCIl c.nap to "ll.nd I finnI" beli!lf\'" e-, \' 
i 

~.~~ 

rW}~{...tj 

Wv.iJ (.{) J ~ 
'iyJJ/'J/~ 
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thai if his health holds out and full diplumatic recognitIOn is c:l.1.cnded to Vietnam, he t\ill 

agree to panicipare 

The conlimmce planners have already lined up many of (htl leading Americllrl 

i:W;lorians of the war. A KuSidan academic from the. \cadem) of S"kncc$ in Moscow is 

comnutted to present 1I paper on the Soviet contribution to the ~Qrth VJemamese effort 1\ 

special panel will examine Laos. .'\lId Dr Hoyt l'urvis, Dir«otOf of the Fulbright 

IntematiOtllll Pmgmm, is seckmg \,i~llIamese scholars to attend and vw1idpau: in the 

I am aware thai you have publicly mdJcated youI' d<;siI": lu us~ sume of the royalne... 

tro~ your book, In RlitrosflCl'/' 10 host a conference on Vietllll,\'n. :.vllgbt I 5ugaest that the 

C ~nt"r for the Study of the Vielllam Conflict's forthc<:!lning coult:rence, entitled. Aftilr thlll 

Cold War: ReasStssil'l.g J'Jt!nam, mighl be the ideal v...,hide for ~uUf support? In T CXllJI 

T eel! LIUVI:,nil), W~ have an already eAtahli~hed and smoothly functiOlUl'l8 .;:onfen:nce 

"rgmi;,!ation specdically dedicated tf> examining aD aspects I,lfVietnam. 11 has.already won 

the fe8pect of the 8"adnni~ wtmnunil) through its earlier effam. Therefore. I would like 

It' invite you to suppan thl~ conference and to take an active role in the proceedings either 

b, )oirung the panel aJrcad\ ~,.,mpnsed of Dr. Rosto", , Ambassador Colb) and 

.>..mba .. ~ador Hui Diem. ;)!" b\' oitering II ~t:parllte presentation she uld vou so desire 

By supporting th" Yietnam Center and tltchive lil Texas Te.:h you will not onlv 

meet YOUf own goals of sponsorin,g a Vietnam Confer~ce, but abo vou "-ill be pro,,~djng 

an important hnost to an organizalion thal has wnrked for over five vcars l'.mout official 

tundillg to preserve the rc.cord of the American experience and althe SalTle ~_,""e !O 

:ncourage Ult YOllIlie.f gell;I"lItion of .'\.1Il~rii,;an~ to (;:"ammt; thai record and draw from it 

(;on~)UJ;ioIll< impuruml fOf .'\rneri:;a',~ turur~. There CM be or> more 1mI'Ol1'.an! go.~! fpf 

!./'lose of US who were in S(l many l'a)"!I touched b;.' the "Viclruun expenence 
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Dr. JameS R. R.c~ner 

Oire~tor. Cantpr for the ~tudy 
ot the Vietnam Conflict 

Texas Tec~ University 
Lubbock. TX 79409-1013 

12 April 1995 

This letter brings to you my undisguised compliments on 
the stamp of excellence that marked the Texas Tech/US Army War 
College 1995 Vietnem ~oundtable. ! consider mys.lf prlvilegeri 
to have been invtte~ to participate, and I welcome this oppor­
tunity to say that I benetitted richly from the pre.entation, 
and discussion. 

No undertaking Of this kind can succeed withoUt strong 
leadership .- leadership characterized by vlsion. organieation­
al ability, sound planning, thoroughgoing preparation, careful 
coordination and affectiv~ implementation. In the realm of Ot­
gani2Ation, a key r~quircment resides in selection of tno.e to 
be entrusted with respon~ibility for prasentation_. On all of 
these counts, I consider your leade~.hip to have measurad up 
to the highest standards. More than that, you have my .alute 
for it. 

Apropos your reque.t for a finaliZed copy of my present a­
tlon, ! have yat to redo the paper I revi •• d while in Lubbock, 
but I intend to do 80 as Soon as possible. The copy you desire 
will be mailed promptly when ~v8ilabl •. 

Every good wish, Jim, and thank you both for having enabled 
ms to participate in the Roundtable and for the courtesies you 
ext~n.jed to 11\0. 

2 Encl" Data pettalninq to 
air travel. 

w. B. ROllllon 
General. USA. Ret. 
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DEPARTMENT OF TtiE ARMY 
UNITt:O sTATes IIFlIv'Y WAR COLLEGE 

CAALISLE BARRACKS PENNSfLVAN,A llV,:j.S,,50 l.~~l 
~~,.~ 

FtE~ ... TO 
." .. TIOI"'IS91 ;' :)r .111 ford 

Or. ,Tllml!le R. RI!lel(J'!fI'r 
:.:enter for the Study 
ot the Vietnam ContLlc~ 
r)(i;'~ 41:>13 
Lubbock, Texas 79409-~013 

r:",ar Jim: 

•• 

The Army War College-Texas ;ecr, V~er:!1a'!l Rou"d::ab:e. "The 
:":;cr,ml'!rA 'rhea; 9: Twenty Years After the Fall of 3aigo:-,, ' exceeded 
my grandest /l!xpect1lt io,",s, Ir.!'! ""x r • .,.: lence ~:e,;.::lt.ed frC,ll ymll' ("u'j 
work and effort _ 1': ill rare th<lt acholars 0:: su'::t'. note as thclBe 
J./no gatr.~red a~, Texas Teen 2.a.s:: week, c:a:1 coin With actual 
participants ir. the events t.o :)btain the kind of intellecr.:\la1 
5yncrgH~s we aC!'Iieved. 

Enclosed you wL:'.l fir.:! ;!>. revi!lea editicr. of my paper along 
wit-h ,..he Wordperfect disc. I t.hir.k the pr~gru.m is WordpcrfecL 
'i 2 J ""PI' This will. sllffl<",e, 

~he Str~tegic Studi .. ~ :n.titute values ~ts close 
r<eL~:-.i.(':,nship with Texas 7 .. ch tTn:'versity. T 1'111\ SU1'e we will be 
working together aga~", 

My regards to all. 

~-:/( 
E<lrl H. J'l'fnr:i, ,T,-., phD. 
Dlrector,f Stud1es 
Strategic StudJes In'''titut~ 

;. , 
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Awel 

M~MORANnIJM THRU 

~ DIRE~;:~ -t~ ~r 
~)J':I''-J'Ty co~£ ~--l 

- 11''' ii-FOR~~~~m~~~~"T------

April 4, 1995 

SUBJECT: Trip Report, SST/Texas T!!!lch "Summers Thesis Conference" 

1. The Strategic St~diee Institute and The Canter for the Study 
of the V:'etni!;r. Conflict at Texas Tech University eo-sponsored a 
conference examining Harry Summ!!!lre's thesis twenty years afeer 
the fall of Saigon. The Conference took place at the Sheraton 
Inn in Lubbock, Texas. March 30-Apt'il 1. 1995. Approximately 100 
scholars, retired military officers, and other off:i.ciala 
attended. Attendees and partiCipants ~nc:uded a form@r head of 
state (G~n. Nguyen Kha~" Premier of the Republic of Vietnam, 
1964-65), Ambassador Bui Diem (South Vietnam's ambassador to the 
United Statea during the Nixon adn',~niet:ration), General William 
Rosson (former Deputy Commander, MACV) , and Professor Douglas 
Pike, perhaps this nation'S leading scholar on the Viet Cong 3nd 
People's ArMy of Vietnam. Colonel Summers had to cancel at the 
last minute because of unanticipated surgery. 

2. Harry Eltunmere wrote hill boole, On Stral:,flgy, while serving at 
the Army War College and the Strategic Studies Institute. Since 
pUblication, the "Summers thesis" i".as he:d II rOr'ltroversial but 
important place in V~.tnam historiography. It is also important 
in the ~ntellectual h~story of t~e post-Vietnan War American 
mihtary, espeCially the Army. Co..~&.lJu!T'1!-.er~.J~gjl:imtzed 
criticism by serving officers ot the wa the Vietnam ~ar was 
c • . ,~e as par o~ t ~ ~ntellectu! rev~va 0_ t e Army 
t at fost~red iEs physical regeneration, ultimately providing the 
climate fOr leader" Holte GClled,l SuIIlvan to @n-;erge. More 
importantly, intellectual curiosity and i:::.stitutional honesty 
helped reform ene-Arrr~ into the potent force thef served the 
nation so well in the Persian Gulf, and haft prov~ded the 
institutional foundations for Force XX!. B~cauee of K.r1~ 
Sum~ers, we are better ab:e to underatand that war is, before it 
is anything else, tirst and foremost an intellectual endeavor. 

3. A total of eight pa~ers and two luncheon addressea were 
given. I have attached copies of three papers and the outline 
tor Prem~er Khanh'. address. I especially draw your attention to 
Protesscr Xaioming Zhang's paper. Dr. Zhang served in the 
People'll Liberation Army, Navy as a AAA ilpecialist and advi sorto 
the PAW during the Viet-naif. Wa:::-. He recent!y earned hioS Ph.D. in 
International Affairs at t!'le University of low» and is pursuing 
Amen.can citizenship. His paper a':>CU'Tlents a far higher degree of 

HISTORY TTl' 

Awel 

M~MORANnIJM THRU 

~ DIRE~;:~ -t~ ~r 
~)J':I''-J'Ty co~£ ~--l 

- 11''' ii-FOR~~~~m~~~~"T------

April 4, 1995 

SUBJECT: Trip Report, SST/Texas T!!!lch "Summers Thesis Conference" 

1. The Strategic St~diee Institute and The Canter for the Study 
of the V:'etni!;r. Conflict at Texas Tech University eo-sponsored a 
conference examining Harry Summ!!!lre's thesis twenty years afeer 
the fall of Saigon. The Conference took place at the Sheraton 
Inn in Lubbock, Texas. March 30-Apt'il 1. 1995. Approximately 100 
scholars, retired military officers, and other off:i.ciala 
attended. Attendees and partiCipants ~nc:uded a form@r head of 
state (G~n. Nguyen Kha~" Premier of the Republic of Vietnam, 
1964-65), Ambassador Bui Diem (South Vietnam's ambassador to the 
United Statea during the Nixon adn',~niet:ration), General William 
Rosson (former Deputy Commander, MACV) , and Professor Douglas 
Pike, perhaps this nation'S leading scholar on the Viet Cong 3nd 
People's ArMy of Vietnam. Colonel Summers had to cancel at the 
last minute because of unanticipated surgery. 

2. Harry Eltunmere wrote hill boole, On Stral:,flgy, while serving at 
the Army War College and the Strategic Studies Institute. Since 
pUblication, the "Summers thesis" i".as he:d II rOr'ltroversial but 
important place in V~.tnam historiography. It is also important 
in the ~ntellectual h~story of t~e post-Vietnan War American 
mihtary, espeCially the Army. Co..~&.lJu!T'1!-.er~.J~gjl:imtzed 
criticism by serving officers ot the wa the Vietnam ~ar was 
c • . ,~e as par o~ t ~ ~ntellectu! rev~va 0_ t e Army 
t at fost~red iEs physical regeneration, ultimately providing the 
climate fOr leader" Holte GClled,l SuIIlvan to @n-;erge. More 
importantly, intellectual curiosity and i:::.stitutional honesty 
helped reform ene-Arrr~ into the potent force thef served the 
nation so well in the Persian Gulf, and haft prov~ded the 
institutional foundations for Force XX!. B~cauee of K.r1~ 
Sum~ers, we are better ab:e to underatand that war is, before it 
is anything else, tirst and foremost an intellectual endeavor. 

3. A total of eight pa~ers and two luncheon addressea were 
given. I have attached copies of three papers and the outline 
tor Prem~er Khanh'. address. I especially draw your attention to 
Protesscr Xaioming Zhang's paper. Dr. Zhang served in the 
People'll Liberation Army, Navy as a AAA ilpecialist and advi sorto 
the PAW during the Viet-naif. Wa:::-. He recent!y earned hioS Ph.D. in 
International Affairs at t!'le University of low» and is pursuing 
Amen.can citizenship. His paper a':>CU'Tlents a far higher degree of 
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PRe invol vt'!ment in Nc·rtt. Vietnam than wao previously known. My 
paper, "On Wirming am:! Losing, A Post Neo-Revillionist 
I?erspt!!ct:i v e," C'oncl:.lded ::'!1e confere:::.ce. Prof@,j!!l'!or James Reckner 
of Texas 'l'f!i!ch w111 edit an IInthology to be published by Texas 
Tech Um. versit.y Pre:;s. 

4. We crought tog~ther the very best echolara in th@. field for 
this program. Texas ~ech has undertaken a major effort to become 
the center for the study of the Vietnam conflict and for 
Indochl.nese history generally. William Colby and Admiral Elmo 
Zumwalt are notable amcng those who have already consigned their 
prol:essional papers to the archive at the Cen~er for the Study of 
the Viet:nam War. Next month General Westmoreland will be asking 
H. R::lSlSl Perot for $5 million ::'0 establish an H. HO!'!s Perot Chair 
at. d-.e Ctjn\.e.r. Fumling iu ';.>\;;'",>0111 uf $8 million haa alr ... ady been 
obtai"",,; for the Center. 

~. ':'he Center resulted tH;rn tl-.e ef forts of Dr. Jar-... s Reckner. 
He ~as hi red at Tech as al. ass~st ant pl'ofeseor in 1988. Reckner. 
a Vi __ tnarr. veteran, is a re:ired Navy commander with a Ph.D. in 
nllv.!tl history from tho.; Universit.y of Aukland. The r::enter hal 
resulted largely through his ir.novat iva anQ iIT'l'Iginative efforts. 
uro~nd was broken fer the new Center last year. When cO~Flet~d 
it wil..L he:..se t.he Douglas pike c;:' 11 ect ion, currl!ntly being 
';;rilneferred :l·om Berkel",>, ::0 Texas Tech. The Army Wa.r COl l~ge / 
should. endeavor rc work c:ose::'y with Texas "tech in rhO'? coming v 
yea~$. _he un:versity has the klnd of innova~ive A~irit we are 
tryitl\g to capture 10 the Poatth Jitl.li Wat Co!.Iege ano !n Force 
x x ~ . ------- -----

~~.~(~:i 
Director of Researc.h 
Strategic Studies Tnstitute 

AttaChments: Conference Program 
l'apersjtalk outlin@ (4) 
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