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I hope ~our trip tu Yi{'tmull went ... ",It \\'e recel'ed some pres,> coverage of it 
locall.,.. cnpie~ of which I niH fOI""\\'ord, I look fon'.rd to h~arillg about your 'isit "ith 
General Giop and hi'll response to Pre~ident Lawless'~ inntation, 

Concerning Ihe 1996 Vietnam S}'mposiulll, could :vou pl .. a .... ""lid a fill( 
acceptlne our invitation to participate') 1 am requesting fUnding from thll :\"EH, and 
the.,- require letter~ of acceptance from "!>eBeN< in the formal prop ... "at Ali m~ 
tubmission dale is 1 October and the proposal will take a few day, to work Its wa~ 
through the 1000al bureau{,Mh'Y. r I'/'IIUf~t 3 rt'~pnn, .. '" ~oon as conn"nient for you, 
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Wdl;.. .. (]uIJ. W_. I .. d 
If • ..J, U ........ ~ A....,. R...;-t 

&..-
a....t-.., s-J. c.....Ji.. _ 

September 14. 1994 

DeaT DoctOT Reckner: 

Your letter. at August 15 and 18 have baan 
t<'ceived. 

Refax«nce your latter of August lS: n'Q coop~ration 
IJ.nd cootributioll5 to your archives are impr" .... 1va and 
your projected 1996 Symposium ~i1l be timely. Indeed, I 
applaud the participation by General Phil n.vld$on. who 
18 n,lll of the beat infot:lDed milit .. ry officar. on Vietnam. 
1 reSree that I can not be present co participate 1n the 
~roaram. (1 will than ba 82 yaars old.) 

Reference your letter of August 18: I have met Mr. 
Perot only on one occasion, and thUB do nOt believe it 
important that 1 a~company President Lawless ~~.n he 
calls upon him. 

Sincerely. 

James R. Reckner 
Director, Center for the Study 

of th. Vietnam Conflict 
Taxa. Tach Un,varsity 
B"x 1,1013 
Luhhock, t.x .... 79409-101, 
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JUL 26 199, 
CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

Box 41013 I Lubbock, Texas 79409-1013 I (806) 742-3742, 742-3744 I Fax: (806) 742-1060 

July 21, 1994 

Admiral Ehno R. Zwnwalt, Jr. 
1500 Wilson Blvd., Suite 641 
Alexandria, V A 22209 

Dear Admiral Zwnwalt: 

,") ! IJ l .. 

pO.!.- CJ'"", I /:12-C,IC ',,[-"1 ,J 

U~. , 
" , ' .,' ", "-', j {.'({ C,t.:.." l ',' ". .. ; 

The pwpose of this leiter is to request that you issue letters of invitation to the 
various speakers for the proposed Vietnam Roundtable for 1995. Draft leiters are 
enclosed. Most of the people on the list have agreed, infonna1ly, to participate, but we 
need to nail each one down to a very specific commitment. For each of the presenters we 
are willing to offer $500 to assist them with transportation and accommodation. The one 
exception is Colonel Summers, who will only come if his wife is included; therefore, we 
are offering to cover travel and accommodation for both of them. I have also worded his 
letter a bit more forcefully than the others, as I understand he has a record of initially 
agreeing to appear, but then withdrawing at very short notice. As this roundtable revolves 
around his writing, and, essentia1ly is in recognition of his work, the ultimate success of the 
endeavor depends to some extent upon his presence. 

I have added two luncheon speakers to the agenda: Douglas Pike and General 
Nguyen Khanh. I want Doug to speak about recent developments in Vietnam, and will 
leave the slate open for General Khanh to speak on a topic of his choosing. I have not yet 
received any indication from them, or from Lieutenant General Davidson, that they will . 
accept. / w,/1 ,4~,t- mlAT /u'O M-<h'l- ,ME# /(rU'-1 ~ .I"4r~~ -t( ,6,J--
/d-e.r. ~ 

A copy of the Roundtable Agenda as it now stands is attached. 

Very respectfully, 

~ 
James R. Reckner 

encl: Vietnam Roundtable Agenda 
Draft letters of invitation 

VIETNAM CENTER NATIONAL COUNCIL 
Admiral Elmo R Zumwal~ jr" USN (RET), Chairman 

General William C. Westmoreland, Hon. William E. Colby 
Hon. William P. Bundy. Hon. 8ui Diem, Professor Douglas Pike 

An Affirmative .Action Institution 

ARCHIVE OF THE VIETNAM CONFUCf 
Texas Tech Library 

Lubbo~ Texas 79409-OOOZ (806) 742-3758 
Fax: (806) 742-1920 
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D-R-A-F-T 

July 25, 1994 

Colonel Hany Summers 

Dear Colonel Summers: 

The purpose of this letter is to inWe you to attend the joint Anny War Conege -
Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conflict Vietnam Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as an event to 
mad: the twentieth anniversaty of the fall of Saigon, this roundtable, as Dr. Earl II. Tilford 
of the Anny War CoDege has aIm!dy advised you, will focus on a re-examination of your 
watershed woIt, On Strategy, and is intended Iqely as a 1ribute to your wod. 

In order to defray the expense of your participation, the Center for the Study of the 
Vietnam Conflict will reimburse you for travel and accommodalions for you and your wife 
to travel to Lubbock and to participate in the roundtable. 

We anticipate 1hat yours will be the first presentation of the meeting. We have 
tentatively entitled that presentation "Colonel Hany Summers on the Summers Thesis,· 
but, of course, will alter that topic to meet your wishes. Being focused as it is upon your 
wot:k, the success of the proposed Vietnam Roundtable depends to a considerable extent 
upon your active participation. Therefore, the roundtable planners are most anxious to 
receive a finn cOImnitment from you for this event. 

You may wish to communicate directly with the Director of the Center fur the 
Study of the Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech University. He is n:sponsible for all 
roundtable arrangements at this point. He is: 

Dr. James R. Reckner 
Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conflict 
Texas Tech University 
Box 41013 
Lubbock, TIC 79409-1013 
Phone: (806) 792-3441; Fax: (806) 792-1060 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably received, I remain, 

V ery sincerely, 

D-R-A-F-T 

July 25, 1994 

Colonel Hany Summers 

Dear Colonel Summers: 

The purpose of this letter is to inWe you to attend the joint Anny War Conege -
Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conflict Vietnam Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as an event to 
mad: the twentieth anniversaty of the fall of Saigon, this roundtable, as Dr. Earl II. Tilford 
of the Anny War CoDege has aIm!dy advised you, will focus on a re-examination of your 
watershed woIt, On Strategy, and is intended Iqely as a 1ribute to your wod. 

In order to defray the expense of your participation, the Center for the Study of the 
Vietnam Conflict will reimburse you for travel and accommodalions for you and your wife 
to travel to Lubbock and to participate in the roundtable. 

We anticipate 1hat yours will be the first presentation of the meeting. We have 
tentatively entitled that presentation "Colonel Hany Summers on the Summers Thesis,· 
but, of course, will alter that topic to meet your wishes. Being focused as it is upon your 
wot:k, the success of the proposed Vietnam Roundtable depends to a considerable extent 
upon your active participation. Therefore, the roundtable planners are most anxious to 
receive a finn cOImnitment from you for this event. 

You may wish to communicate directly with the Director of the Center fur the 
Study of the Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech University. He is n:sponsible for all 
roundtable arrangements at this point. He is: 

Dr. James R. Reckner 
Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conflict 
Texas Tech University 
Box 41013 
Lubbock, TIC 79409-1013 
Phone: (806) 792-3441; Fax: (806) 792-1060 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably received, I remain, 

V ery sincerely, 



July 25, 1994 

Dr. LaIty E. Cable 
Department of History 
University of North Carolina 
601 South College Road 
Wilmington, NC 28403 

Dear Professor Cable: 

D-R-A-F-T 

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend !he joint Anny War College -
Center for the Study of the Vielnam Conflict Vielnam Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as anewntto 
1l1.1Ik the twentieth anniversary of the faD of Saigon, this roundtable, as Dr. Earl H. Tilford 
of the Army War CoUege has already adWed you, will focus on a re-examination ofHany 
Summen;' thesis, as outlined in his work, On Strategy. 

We anticipate that your presentalion will immediately foUow Colonel Summen;'. 
We have tentalively entilled your presentalion, "The Summen; Thesis in Strategic Context, • 
but, of course, will alter it to suit your requirements. 

In order to defray the expense of your panicipation, the Center for the Study of the 
Vietnam Conflict will provide an honOlaJimn of $500.00. 

You may wish to communicate directly wi!h the Director of the Center for the 
Study of the Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech University. He is responsible for all 
roundtable arrangements at this point He is: 

Dr. James R. Reckner 
Center for the Study of the Vielnam Conflict 
Box 41013 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 
Phone: (806) 792-3441; Fax: (806) 742-1060. 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably received, I remain 

Vet)' sincerely, 

July 25, 1994 

Dr. LaIty E. Cable 
Department of History 
University of North Carolina 
601 South College Road 
Wilmington, NC 28403 

Dear Professor Cable: 

D-R-A-F-T 

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend !he joint Anny War College -
Center for the Study of the Vielnam Conflict Vielnam Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as anewntto 
1l1.1Ik the twentieth anniversary of the faD of Saigon, this roundtable, as Dr. Earl H. Tilford 
of the Army War CoUege has already adWed you, will focus on a re-examination ofHany 
Summen;' thesis, as outlined in his work, On Strategy. 

We anticipate that your presentalion will immediately foUow Colonel Summen;'. 
We have tentalively entilled your presentalion, "The Summen; Thesis in Strategic Context, • 
but, of course, will alter it to suit your requirements. 

In order to defray the expense of your panicipation, the Center for the Study of the 
Vietnam Conflict will provide an honOlaJimn of $500.00. 

You may wish to communicate directly wi!h the Director of the Center for the 
Study of the Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech University. He is responsible for all 
roundtable arrangements at this point He is: 

Dr. James R. Reckner 
Center for the Study of the Vielnam Conflict 
Box 41013 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 
Phone: (806) 792-3441; Fax: (806) 742-1060. 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably received, I remain 

Vet)' sincerely, 



D-R-A-F-T 

July 25, 1994 

Dr. George Herring 
Department of History 
University of Kentucky 
Lexington, KY 40506-0027 

Dear Professor Herring: 

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend the joint Almy War CoUege -
Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conllict Vietnam Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as an event to 
mark the twentieth anniversa1y of the faD of Saigon, this roundtable, as Dr. Earl H. Tilford 
of the Army War CoUege has already advised you, will focus on a re-examination of Hany 
Sununers' thesis, as outlined in his work, On Strategy. 

We have tentatively entitled yoW" presentation, "The Vietnam War in Strategic 
Context: A Western Perspective,· but, of course, will alter it to suit yoW" requirements. 

In order to defray the expense of yOW" participation, the Center for the Study of the 
Vietnam Conflict will provide an honorarium of $500.00. 

You may wish to communicate directly with the Director of the Center for the 
Study of the Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech University. He is responstble for all 
roundtable arrangements at this point. He is: 

Dr. James R. Reckner 
Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conflict 
Box 41013 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 
Phone: (806) 792-3441; Fax: (806) 742-1060. 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably received, I remain 

Very sincerely, 

D-R-A-F-T 

July 25, 1994 

Dr. George Herring 
Department of History 
University of Kentucky 
Lexington, KY 40506-0027 

Dear Professor Herring: 

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend the joint Almy War CoUege -
Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conllict Vietnam Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as an event to 
mark the twentieth anniversa1y of the faD of Saigon, this roundtable, as Dr. Earl H. Tilford 
of the Army War CoUege has already advised you, will focus on a re-examination of Hany 
Sununers' thesis, as outlined in his work, On Strategy. 

We have tentatively entitled yoW" presentation, "The Vietnam War in Strategic 
Context: A Western Perspective,· but, of course, will alter it to suit yoW" requirements. 

In order to defray the expense of yOW" participation, the Center for the Study of the 
Vietnam Conflict will provide an honorarium of $500.00. 

You may wish to communicate directly with the Director of the Center for the 
Study of the Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech University. He is responstble for all 
roundtable arrangements at this point. He is: 

Dr. James R. Reckner 
Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conflict 
Box 41013 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 
Phone: (806) 792-3441; Fax: (806) 742-1060. 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably received, I remain 

Very sincerely, 



D-R-A-F-T 

July 25, 1994 

Dr. Marc J. Gilbert 
Department of History 
North Georgia College 
Dahlonega, GA 30597 

Dear Professor Gilbert: 

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend the joint Army War College -
Center for the Study of the Vie1nam Conflict Vie1nam Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as an event to 
mark the twentieth anniversary of the fall of Saigon, this rOlmdtable, as Dr. Earl H. Tilford 
of the Anny War College has already advised you, will focus on a re-examination ofHany 
Summers' thesis, as outlined in his work, On Strategy. 

We have tentatively entitled your presentation, "The Summers Thesis and the 
Academic Left, • but, of course, will alter it to suit your requirements. 

In order to defray the expense of your participation, the Center for the Study of the 
Vie1nam Conflict will provide an honorarium of $500.00. 

You may wish to communicate directly with the Director of the Center for the 
Study of the Vie1nam Conflict at Texas Tech University. He is responsible for all 
roundtable arrangements at this point. He is: 

Dr. James R Reckner 
Center for the Study of the Vie1nam Conflict 
Box 41013 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 
Phone: (806) 792-3441; Fax: (806) 742-1060. 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably received, I remain 

v cry sincerely, 

D-R-A-F-T 

July 25, 1994 

Dr. Marc J. Gilbert 
Department of History 
North Georgia College 
Dahlonega, GA 30597 

Dear Professor Gilbert: 

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend the joint Army War College -
Center for the Study of the Vie1nam Conflict Vie1nam Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as an event to 
mark the twentieth anniversary of the fall of Saigon, this rOlmdtable, as Dr. Earl H. Tilford 
of the Anny War College has already advised you, will focus on a re-examination ofHany 
Summers' thesis, as outlined in his work, On Strategy. 

We have tentatively entitled your presentation, "The Summers Thesis and the 
Academic Left, • but, of course, will alter it to suit your requirements. 

In order to defray the expense of your participation, the Center for the Study of the 
Vie1nam Conflict will provide an honorarium of $500.00. 

You may wish to communicate directly with the Director of the Center for the 
Study of the Vie1nam Conflict at Texas Tech University. He is responsible for all 
roundtable arrangements at this point. He is: 

Dr. James R Reckner 
Center for the Study of the Vie1nam Conflict 
Box 41013 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 
Phone: (806) 792-3441; Fax: (806) 742-1060. 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably received, I remain 

v cry sincerely, 



D-R-A-F-T 

July 25, 1994 

Lieutenant General Philip B. Davidson 

Dear General Davidson: 

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend the joint Anny War College -
Center for the Study of the Vielrulm Conflict Vielrulm Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as an event to 
mark the twentieth anniversaly of the fall of Saigon, this roundtable, as Dr. Reckner has 
already advised you, will focus on a nl-exaroinatiou ofHany Summers' thesis, as outlined 
in his work, On Strategy. 

We have tentalively entitled your presentation, "The Vielrulm War: A General 
Officer's View,' but, of course, will alter it to suit your requirements. 

10 order to defray the expense of your paI1icipation, the Center for the Study of the 
Vielrulm Conflict will provide an honorariwn 0($500.00. 

You may wish to communicate direc11y with the Director of the Center for the 
Study of the Vielrulm ConDict at Texas Tech University. He is responsible for all 
roundtable arrangements at this point. He is: 

Dr. James R. Reckner 
Center for the Study of the Vielrulm ConDict 
Box 41013 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 
Phone: (806) 792-3441; Fax: (806) 742·1060. 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably receiwd, I remain 

V cry sincerely, 

D-R-A-F-T 

July 25, 1994 

Lieutenant General Philip B. Davidson 

Dear General Davidson: 

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend the joint Anny War College -
Center for the Study of the Vielrulm Conflict Vielrulm Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as an event to 
mark the twentieth anniversaly of the fall of Saigon, this roundtable, as Dr. Reckner has 
already advised you, will focus on a nl-exaroinatiou ofHany Summers' thesis, as outlined 
in his work, On Strategy. 

We have tentalively entitled your presentation, "The Vielrulm War: A General 
Officer's View,' but, of course, will alter it to suit your requirements. 

10 order to defray the expense of your paI1icipation, the Center for the Study of the 
Vielrulm Conflict will provide an honorariwn 0($500.00. 

You may wish to communicate direc11y with the Director of the Center for the 
Study of the Vielrulm ConDict at Texas Tech University. He is responsible for all 
roundtable arrangements at this point. He is: 

Dr. James R. Reckner 
Center for the Study of the Vielrulm ConDict 
Box 41013 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 
Phone: (806) 792-3441; Fax: (806) 742·1060. 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably receiwd, I remain 

V cry sincerely, 



July 25, 1994 

Dr. Xiaoming Zhang 
Department of History 
Box 41013 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 

Dear Professor Zhang: 

D-R-A-F-T 

The pwpose of this letter is to invite you to attend the joint Army War College -
Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conflict Vietnam Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as an event to 
mark the twentieth anniversary of the fall of Saigon, this roundtable, as Dr. Reckner baa 
already advised you, will focus on a re-examina1ion ofRmy Sunnners' thesis, as outlined 
in his work, On Strategy. 

We have tentatiwly entitled your presentation, "The Vietnam War in Strategic 
Context: An Asian Perspectiw" but, of course, will alter it to suit your requirements. 

You may wish to conununicate directly with the Director of the Center for the 
Study of the Vietnam Conflict, Dr. James R. Reckner. He is responsib1e for an roundtable 
arrangements at this point. 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably received, I remain 

V cry sincerely, 

July 25, 1994 

Dr. Xiaoming Zhang 
Department of History 
Box 41013 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX 79409-1013 

Dear Professor Zhang: 

D-R-A-F-T 

The pwpose of this letter is to invite you to attend the joint Army War College -
Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conflict Vietnam Roundtable scheduled to take place 
at Texas Tech University, in Lubbock, Texas, 13-14 April 1995. Timed as an event to 
mark the twentieth anniversary of the fall of Saigon, this roundtable, as Dr. Reckner baa 
already advised you, will focus on a re-examina1ion ofRmy Sunnners' thesis, as outlined 
in his work, On Strategy. 

We have tentatiwly entitled your presentation, "The Vietnam War in Strategic 
Context: An Asian Perspectiw" but, of course, will alter it to suit your requirements. 

You may wish to conununicate directly with the Director of the Center for the 
Study of the Vietnam Conflict, Dr. James R. Reckner. He is responsib1e for an roundtable 
arrangements at this point. 

Hoping this invitation will be favorably received, I remain 

V cry sincerely, 




