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Trllg;< MOII"l4i"r: Th. Hmo"" th. A"'tN­
<41IS, II"iI Ih. 5ur.1 WItr1/or lIIor, 1942-1992_ 
By Jane Hamillon-Merrill_ (Bloomington: In­
di.na UniversilY I'reO$, 1993_ DVm. 580 PI'. 
$29m, ISBN 0·253·32731·8_) 

In this importtnt 1I'Otk. Dr_ Jane Hamilton· 
Merritt lraces Ihe support ",ndered 10 the 
United States by the Hmong pc<>ple of Laos 
during the decades-long struggle for the soul 
of Indochina that ~ speciously call the Viel­
II_ War_ The result offoune<n yeanof meric· 
ulous research, Hamilton-Merritt's book push. 
'" back the ... il of official secrecy lbat bas 
surrounded the "secr<t ...... io Laos. Th. pic. 
ture that emerges. one of nploitation, .ban· 

donment, and ultimate betr.yol, sheds ... 
honor upon Ihe United Slat ... For that "'I)' 

Rawn. it is a topic most worthy of public and 
academic IelUliny. 

Now I coUege professor with I Ph.D. in 
Southe .. t As;'n studies. H.mil,on· Merritt 
..... a correspondent in Indochin. in the 1960. 
and.,.. nominated for the PuJit .. r I'ri .. for 
bet war photography. This combinarion of 
pr.ctieal, on· the-ground experience and aca­
demic tr.ining has I'tsulled io I work that 
meelS the highe .. academic standard. yel pas­
.ionately conveys the plighl of the proud 
Hmong people. Dealing with Laos ptescnu 
significant difficulties: United St.te. goveln­
mtnt documentation remains wrapped in 
secrecy. Hamilton·Merrirr compensatcd for 
this by conducting more than one thousand 
interviews "ith p.rticipants: Hmong, Lao, 
former CIA (Centrallntelligencc Agency) and 
State Departmenl officials, .nd • "ide range 
of others. 

The book opens with Ihe Hmong support 
of Ihe French both during Ihe ~dd w.r II 
struggle .gainst Ihe Jap.nese and. lottI, 
• gainst the Vic, Minh. A major portion of the 
work narrates events of Ihe 19601 and eady 
19705. when the Hmong. under the leadership 
ofGtn. Vang Pao and clandestinely supporred 
by the United States, foughl the growing 
North Vietnamese domination of Laos. 
Hamilton·Merritt recounts the .chi .... menu 
of the Hmong .. well as those of a number <i 
colorful American porticipants in the IIRIggIe. 
and Ihc bighlights the d-acriliciog ",Ie 
Hmoo, played in lCICUing downed Americaa 
pilots. 

The .ccounl in 'lngit: Mo"""""r of the farc 
of the Hmong followin, the American aban· 
donment of Indochioa in 19H is !,",browly 
important. HamUlon·Merritt carefully """,. 
ments the efforts of the Communio Lao !'to­
pie's Democratic Republic (IJ'I)R) to eater· 
min.le the Hmong. She documents the 
IfIlematic use of chemical·biologjcal tooins­
"Yell .... Rain'!.. against the Hmong. and the 
Ametican government's offic;'1 inditference to 
the fate of Ill ... loyal friends. Such oIIiciol in· 
difference continues today with Uniled StltCI 
govemmenlacquicsence in the policy offorced 
"'paui.tion of Hmong flOm nw II'dUgce 
camps 10 the Ll'DIl, ",here, uoprote<ted br the 

BookR 

United Nalions, they rice ""rtain torlUre Ind 
dellh. As one (otted repatri.te recorded in 
1991: 

We'llle on Ihe delth road IIOW • • • the 
authorities ,hall fotte u. 10 .., to Laos 
IOmOltOW. • • • We will die lOOn. So you 
mUst remember us. We were born io the 
w,ong world and' II the wrong time .•.• 
Our lives Ir< over. We sh.1I die when we ar· 
Ii", in Laos ..•• We are lOrry. We cry now. 
Goodbye and &and luck to all of you in 
America. 

Trdgit; Mo""IIIi"r is an Ibsolutely ,ripping, 
haunting, compellin, book. It otfen I Illve 
indKlmenl of A meti .. n policy tmmd the 
Hmongsincel9n.ltshould be ",quired re~. 
ing for anyone seeking to undentand Indochl' 
na, past or present. further, _r1 CIA .nd 
SlIte Department oRidal and government 
policy maker should be re~uired to re.d.lhis 
book; it offe .. a .. ark remlDde. Ihat .. ellhel 
foreign policy expedients oor public 1~'I.~Y 
an .bsol .. this nation of. moral responstblli. 
ty for the well· being of tho .. we cll(Ouraged 
to 6ght Ihe Communists in Indochina . 

Jame. R. IIc<kner 
»,.,r TlCh U";,,mill 
LNflhod, »..,. . 
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