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TEXASTECH

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT

Box 4529 / Tubbeck, Tevas 79409-1013 / (806) 742-3742 742-3744 / Pax: (806) 742-106D

1
ot June 28. 1994
Admiral Fimo R. Zumwalt Jr. Fax: (703) 528-5795
1500 Wilson Bhd | Suite 641
Arlington. VA 22209
Dear Admiral Zumwalt:

Thank you very much for your letter of 21 June and your offer to hand debiver an
invitation to General Giap.

I forward a copy of the correspondence 1 propose 10 send 1o President Lawless
requesting a letter inviting General Giap to participate in our conference. I bmited the letter
to a simple mvitation; should he accept, we can then work out the details. As you will
- hand-deliver the proposed lenier, 1 am particularly anxious for you 10 review the draft and
1o be satisfied with its content before I send it forward.

* Does the letter say everything you think it should?

* Does it say too much?

* Conceming the letter's date, would . wu like me to have it dated
at the hegimming of September in order more closcly o correspond
with the dates of your trp?

I apologize for bothering vou with these details, 1 have no cxperience at diplomacy,
and therefore appeal to vou. Iam particularly keen to cnsure that whatever message
Prusident Lawless conveys will be completcly appropriate tor the occasion. We will have
only this one opportunity to approach General Giap: the noed 10 “get 1t nght” is obvious.

VIETNAM CENTER ADVISORY BOARD VIETNAM ARCHIVE
4 Dreral Eliio R Zumwalt, Jo, USN (RET Taxas Tech Labrs
Chatrman : Lubbock, Texes 79409-0002 (806) 742-3758

Fax {806} 7421920

An Affirmative Achaon ingtitution
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TEXAS TECH
CNTIVE ' Y
CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT

Box 4529 Lubback, Tlxas 79409 1013 £ (R05) T42-4742, 742 3714

N-R-A-F-T
June 28, 1994

Dr. Robert W. Lawiess
Prestdent

Texas Tech Lniversity
CAMPUS

Dear Dr Lavdoss:
In a letter dated June 21, 1994, Admiral Fimo R. Zumwalt, Ir | wrote:

" am corrently planning (o be in Vietnam from Scptember 9-16 for the purpose of
mesting with Victnamese government officials--primarily to discuss Agont Orange;
but secondarily 10 discuss commercial relations. ] have requested the opportanity to
visit with General Giap. It would be helpful for me to have a letter which I could
deliver m person, preferably signod by President | awless, inviting General Giap 1o
attend the 1996 conference.”

The purpose of this letter is to respecttully request that you sign such an invitation,
a proposed draft of which I have taken the iberty to attach. (ieneral Vo Nguyen Chap, a
former history teacher, was the founder of the Nornth Visinamese People's Army, victor
over the French at Dicn Bien Phu in 1954, and arch:' ct of the communist victory over the
United States forces. After the war he served as mituster of defense for the reunited
Viemam. His presence at 'I'exas Tech's 1996 Vistmam symposiurn would elevate that
megting to one of national newsworthiness. We will find no greater opportunity, nor more
credible emisuary, to deliver an invitation for him to participate than the one that now
presents fiself.

Admiral Zumwalt has proposcd a panel discussion mvolving lamself, General Giap,
and one seniotr UT.S. Army officer. [I am hoping that General Westmoreland will be the
(hird participant.] A frank panel discussion involving those three key Ggures would add
considerably 10 the historical discourse regarding the war, and would be attended with keen
interest by the leading American Vietnam histonians. Successiul arrangement of this cvent
would put a national mark of excellence upon Texas Tech and its Vietmmm program.

Very respectfully,

James R. Reckner
Direclor

VIEITNAM CENTER ADVISORY BOARD VIETNAM ARCHIVE
Adniiral Elmo R Znmwaly, i, USK (RET ! Texas lech Library

@& oo3

Chainizas ' Lubbock, Texas 79409.0002 (806) 742-3758

Fax' {806) 742-1920
An Affirmiatine Action Institution
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D-R-A-F-T

(Date)

Ueneral Vo Nguven « nap
Mimstry of Delense

Hanoi

Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Dear (General Giap:

1 iake the opportunity afforded by the visit to Vietnam of Admiral Kimo R.
Zumwalt Jr., Chairman of the National Council of Texas Tech University's Center for the
Study of the Vietmam Confhict, (o invile you Lo partcipate in our second miennial Vietham
symposium. to be held in Lubbock. Texas, 18-20 April 1996,

The purpuss of Lhis series of svmposia, and, indeed, of the Vietnam Center itself, is
to preserve and objectively anatyse all aspects of the conflict. We healieve that your active
participaiion in an academic 2xchange of views and data regarding the war will add an
mpartant clement of balance currently lacking in our historical studies of the war. At the
same time, through a positive interachon with Some of our war era military and civilian
national leaders, your participation, I teel, will add significantly to the growing American
seitiment favoring [ull restoration of diplomatic rela” ns with the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam.

I urge you lo favorably consider this invitation to meet with sonie of the American
war-cra leaders. 10 share with them and many of the leading American Vietnam scholars

vour umque and important assessment of the war, and to discover the hospitality of the
stale ol Texas and of Texas Tech University.

Very respectfully,

Robent W. Lawlcss





