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TEM~;:~bli 
CENTER FOR THE STIJOY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

June 28. 1994 

Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr, 
1 SOO Wilton Blvd, Suite 641 
Arlington. VA 22209 

Dear Admiral Zumwalt: 

FIX: (703) S21-5795 

11Ianlc you very much f(lf your Icuer of 21 June and yOUl: otti::r to band ddiver 11\ 

invitation to GcD«al Giap. 

r forward a copy of !he COITCspondem;;e I propose to send to P1 '!klDl I..awlaa 
requestWa a lettor inviting General Giap to participate in ow wnfllt1llleC. I Iimitod the l.ner 
to a limpJe invitation; ~hould he a~I, we can Ibtn. wud. QUlIhc dcWIs. Aa you wiD 
hand-defu.·er the propool'd lener. I am particularly anxious for you to reW.."W the draft and 
ro be satisfied v.ith its content befOl"l' J send it fOrward. 

• Concernms the letters d.al.e, would . "u like me 10 haw;1 dated 
at Ihe heginnina of September m order mON .. Io..:ly lu I:orrespond 
with the dater. of your trip? 

I apologize for bothering you wilh these details. I have no o;XJ)C1ience at diplomAC\\ 
and therefore appeal to yuu. I am particularly keen to CI\liure that whatC:"ef message 
President Lawless conveys will be completely appropriate tor the occaaion. We will have 
only this OD.CI opportunity to appmacl\ Geru:ral Giap; the: noe.! 10 • gl..1 it right" ill obvj(J\q. 

Jatne!I R. Reckxwr 

\·IEN.~M t.F.NTEll ADVISORY BOARD 
-\..!wu41 EUhO R. Zwnwall Jr., ('SeN {RE~ 

~l'Ilf1"'l\ln' 
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TfM~Xl?S4i 
CENTER FOR THE STIJDY OF TIlE VIETNAM CONFUCT 

June 28, 1994 

Dr. Robfn W. LalNlca 
Prcsidont 
Te:us Tech lJniwnily 
(AI\4PUS 

n-R-A-F-T 

In a IoettA!I' dated June 21. 1994, Admiral Elmo R. Zumw. lr. 1I'lOIe: 

"I am cum:mly [IIannina 10 be in VioI:n.am from S~I 9-16 for tm purpoee of 
meeting with Vietnamese govemment officiala-primadly 10 discuM ApIIt Onaac; 
but """,ondarily to _illS commercial ~ I haw I'Iq\l(IIIkId 1bc opJlOItulllty to 
visit Mth General Giap. It wuu1d be lNIIpfbI. for 1tK) to _1: a ltIIter l'Iibich I COIIId 
ddivw in penon, pretmbly IIignod by Prcsidonl T.awIesa, inviting 0enIIraI Giap 10 
IIUeInd dI<II 1996 coafantrIce.· 

Th. purpose of this k:tt1Ir it 10 ICtpCICI1Ully teqiWllt that you .. sucll an IIlvitaliIlD, 
a proptlIICd draft of which I hl&w: Iabn the Iiborty to attach, GfmenII Va Nguyen Oiap, a 
former histoJy leacher, Will tile fouu.dc:r of die Nonh VielnlimCSe PoopJe's Army, victor 
OV(.T the FI'IIIlI;b at Dim Bien Pbu in 19S4, apd III.'tru' ;t (If the communiet vidor)' CMIr Ih" 
t Jnited Stales (Ol'CM, Atier the war he mwd as minister of dete- for the notII.'lited 
Viet'llJlnt, His presence at Te:as Tech', 1996 VIOt!Wn sympollium would eicMI'cl1hat 
ml:\Oli'ng to 000 of llilIiooa1l\CW11worthiDeaa. We wiD. find no gno:,ater ~. nor IllO'I't 

credible e:!IIiPlII')', to deliver an iIMIatioo for him to p.arIi¢ipa:Io than the QDO thaI now 
presents ilself. 

Adndral Zwnwah has prO'Jl(l!lCd a panel dillcuaion involYina himself, 0erIcral Oiap, 
and one senior U,S, Army officer. [I am hoping dlat General Wcstm0reJan4 wiD be the 
Il:dnl par1icipant.] A frank panel discussion involvlng tbose three key Jigure8 would add 
c.orWdmlbly 10 the lIisto.rica1 discOI.\I'II.: r .. ding !be war, and would be attmdttd with kllCfl 
intctelIt by thc leading Am.ari~ Vic1Dam bistorian~, Suc.cessfullllTanaemoN of this event 
would put a natiooa1 mart of excellence upon Texas Tech and its Viellulm pr08fartl, 

Very~, 

James R. Reckner 
Director 

\ 'IETNAM A.II.CHM 
Texa.. l",n library 

!ill 003 

\1.£'I':.';.\.'\I CE\in ADVTIiORY IKM.R[) 
Admiral Elmo It Zllm", .. lt.Jr.. l'SK ('RET; 

C!liIinlla" lubbock. 'l~ ~'l409.ooo;l (806)742-3758 
F:lX' (806) 742.1920 
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(Date) 

Ocncral Vo Nguyen , nap 
Ministry of lJ!:lmse 
Hanoi 
Socialist Republic ofYietnam 

Dear General Giap: 

HISTORY TIl' 

D-R-A-}o'-T 

I lake the opportunity afforded b} the visit to Vietnam of Admiral Elmo K, 
Zumwalt, Jr., Chairman of the ~aiional Council of Texas Tech l:ni ... enity·~ C,,-nICf fcor the; 

Study of the Vietnam Contli .. l, Lo inl-ile you In participate in our secnnd niennfal Vietnam 
symposium. to be held in Lubbo.:k, T ex.as, II!-20 April 19%. 

The PI.If'PIJ!$~ of Ibis s..,-ries of ,ymposia, and, indei:d, of the Yietnam Center itself, is 
to prcaerve and objectively analyse all aspect.'l of the conflkr. \'I,'c helievc that your a.::live 
participalion in an academic exchange of 'views and data regarding th{, war wi1I add an 
lJllPOrlllnl c\i:mllnl Ilfbalan;;e c=ntly lacking in our histori.:a1 studies of the war. 4.1 the 
same time. through a positive interadl()fl with ~ome of our Will' .:ra military and civilian 
national leaden, your participation.. I feel, will add significanJl}' Iv the gro~ing American 
scnti.mmt favoring fun rtlstoration of diplomatic rel~r' .. ru; wirt1 the Soci4D~1 Republic of 
\Ietnam. 

I IJIKIl you Lo favorably consider this imfulion 10 R1Cllt v.irh sonle of the American 
war-era leaders. to share with them and many of the leading American \'ietnaln <eholan; 
your unique and nnportanl 8$8¢Ssmcnt of the war, and 10 discover the hospitality of the 
slate 01 TtlXlI!! and 01 Texa.~ Tech liniversity. 

V m' rtlspectfully, 

Robert W, LawJcss 
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