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n:JCAS TEO! 1lNMRS11T IIEAIllI smJ'ICl!S CENTER 
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(806)MHCI2 
FAX (806) 74U050 

Januat;Y 27. 1999 

Cong!' lSsman Larry Combest 
U.S. Il ouse of Representatives 
Rm. 11126, U)ngwOr1h House Office Building 
Wasbiat:IOn, D.C. 20515 

Dear (ongressman Combest: 

I want to bring 10 your attention our etrons al Texas Tecl! University to inplemenl a 
prograln of "countenneasures to chemical and biological (CB) emergencies" t'lrough The 
Instittr:e of Environmental and Human Health, a joint venture of Texas Tedl University 
and th.' Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. This initiative comes forward at 
the re<iuest of Admiral Elmo Zumwalt, Jr., who is II. member of the Speci;; I Oversight 
Board ::or the Department of Defense investigations of Gulf War cbemical am biological 
incidellt'i. We made a fonnal briefing to Admiral Zumwalt on January 25, I ;,199, and he 
strongly encouraged us 10 contact you aboul implementing a program at Texas Tech 
Univel iity to address chemical and biological emergencies. 

Larry, 'Ie plan to include "Chemical and Biological Emergencies" as one ofl . 'lUIS Tech's 
federal initiatives for which we will seek eannarked funds during this C("'lgressional 
sessior. Our discussions with Admiral Zumwalt lead us to believe this can b ,:, achieved, 
and thl' Admiral has pledged his full support and cooperation to assist us, V,! certainly 
will n. ed youI' commitment and agreement with these etrol1s, and seek yOOl advice on 
how I<J proceed this year. We strongly believe that this project is important 10 national 
securiti .md that Texas Tech can make a significant contribution to its success 

Texas f<,ch has developed a working infrastructure for on-site interdisciplinv,I'Y research 
and tra 'Ding and countermeasures to address CB agents and countermeasure" Goals of 
our pr.: ,gram will bc to improve: 

I , Detection of CB agents 
2. UndelStanding of basic biological mechanisms 
3. [mplementation of physical and medical countermeasures for ILSe on a 

p:~gionallnational scale 
4, Realtime and rapid time modeling (epidemiological, toxicological, anti physical) 

IiiJ002 
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5. Education and training with on-site High Performance Computing capability with 
a Virtual Reality Center 

Our 0', cr.all goal will be to integrate environmental and human health is:.IJes in the 
identil" cation and resolution of any perceived or actual CB threat. The strerl dhs of our 
prograo'o at Texas Tech University arc many, including: 

I. Centmlized geographic location, regionally and nationally 
2. Year round operational capability at Reese Center with permanent bl'ildings for 

on and off-site education, training, and response capability 
3. State-of-the-art facilities for toxicological research at The Iii )tiMe of 

Envinlnmental and Human Health 
4. Integrated university system, including medical and law school 
5. Strong tract record of interdisciplinary work with universities, !?,:·vemment. 

military, and community groups 
6. rexas Department of Health and community support 
7. Secure facility 
8. Room for development and expansion 
9. State-of-the-art communication capability for medical and training outreach 
10. An on-site Supercomputer, interfaced with a Virtual Reality Center, w'lich can be 

satellite linked to the Department of Defense and the Pentagon 
II. A.ccountability in research with experience in quality control and GLP :,udies. 
12. Nationally recognized research faculty at The Instinue for Environc'jental and 

Human Health. 

This It tter follows up an earlier visit to you by Admiral Zumwalt and Wlil fonnally 
annour ;0 to you our priority in establishing this project as a major federal ill itiative for 
Texas ','ech University. We will provide you with a formal project proposal, ,rleluding a 
FY 201)0 budget, in the very near future. Please let me know if you have i.l1y further 
questill·lS. 

cc: Dr. Ikmald Haragan 
Dr. David Schmidly 
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt. Jr. 
Dr. Ronald Kendall 
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