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DESTROYERS, PACIFIC FLEET 
DESTROYER SqUADRON Tl'VENTY-1WO 

From I 
To : 

15 September 1945. 

Lieutenant E.R. ZUMWALT, U.S. Navy, File No. 165660. 
Commander Task Gr aup SEVE~jTY-T!lREE POHTT 'l'I'I'J, (Col!m\8.nder 
Destr oyer Squadron Tl'VENTY -TIVO). 

Subject I Narrathe of Prize Crew of H.I.J.M.S. ATAXA covering 
trip to SHANGHAI, CHINA and return. 

1. At 0700, 13 September 1945 underway in accordance with 
Commander Task Group 73.2's orders to proceed to SHANGHAI, with Japanese 
controlling all fUnctions of the ship, prise crew guarding against sabotage, 
checlcing and recording navigational data. The U.S.S. YUS 49 was in station 
200 yards astern •. At 0849 passed entranoe buoy abeam to pert and entered 
YANGl"lE RIVER. 

2. All navigational information. r.cord ot courses and speeds 
made good. buoys sighted. incorrect locations of buoys. and location ot 
wrecks, are included in the Navigational LQg which is submitted as a 
separate enclosure. 

3. At 0940 passed the Chinese st.am laUJI.eh standi!1g down the 
river, tlying the AI/lerican ensign, which contained COlllll8Jlder Smith and hiB 
YANGTZE RIVER Pilots. Cl'IIImlIlDicathns could not be establish.d with thil 
launch. 

4,-, Shartly after omtering the HWANGPOO RIVER at IM8, tiro high 
sp.ed Japanese patrcl craft .... re sighted making a l'Ull om tht. Task tl'Ait. 
Atter warning by signal ..... s UlIIheeded, tiro pistel shot. _re fired at tho 
leading oraft, the first one forward ot the bgw and the second one int. the 
b_ to emphasize the order. ths leading craft lay: to and ths sscond craft 
Tssrsd ott • 

. 5. the Chin88s pIlople lining the banks and thronging the river 

' .. 

1». Junks, d8DIonstrat.d by applause. haBdolapping and tooting of whistles, 
th.ir happiness at the return ot the AI/lerican Navy to SHANGHAI. The J8pane •• 
on board the ATAKA gr_ iuolellt and reatleBB over tht. demonatratioa. III&Id.ng 
it neoess&ry to put gtIIl8 in the ribs of csrtain ofticers and to line up all 
ot the ship's o_plement not on watch at their quarters Ullder guard. '!hi. 
move qui.ted the cr_. pleased the Chinese throngs. and caused considerable 
10s8 of face on ths part et the Jap&lle.e when this ship later tied up at a 
Japanese controlled deck. 
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SUbject I 

15 Se ptember 194,6. 

Narrative of Prize Cr~ of H.I.J.U.S. A~\KA covering 
trip to SHANGF~I, CHINA and return 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

6. • Since no voice or visual communications could be established with 
anyone but the Japanese, and in as much as there were no docks cleared except 
for the OI1e at the Japanese Naval Headquarters, it was decided to tie the vessels 
of this Task Unit up there. The second reason for this decision was that f!~el 
and water for the ATAKA were Obtainable there. Upo_ tying up, the Commanding 
Officer of the H.I.J.M.S. ATAKA prize cr~, with three armed enlisted men, 
entered Japanese Imperial Naval Headquarters and ordered that a car be furnished 
for transportation to American Naval Headquarters. The Japaneae complied. 

7. The two CO!lllllAl1ding Officers of this Task Unit, under armed guard, 
proceeded in tho Japaaese automobile to the Headquarters of Commander U.S. Naval 
Group, CHINA. After conference with the latter '8 Flag Seoretary, this group 
preceeded te Park Hotel in downtown SHANGHAI for a conference with the Chief of 
Staff, who took them to the private residenoe of Rear Admiral )(ilea to report. 

8. Rear Admiral Mile.' orderl were to keep this Talk Unit uader 
hea-.y guard ot fifty __ supplied by the land based Naval fercea, throughwt 
the night, to oontinue the policy ot deuyag the captured cr_ all contact with 

, their Headquarters. At midBight, Rear Admiral Miles came In blard t.r a 
inspection ot thl seourity ot the ship. At 0200 14, September 194,6, Japaaesl 
auxiliariea came alOlllgside to supply tifty tlU ot fuel ad tweaty tOl18 of 
tresh water. These vessels were thoroughly searched ad several 8111&11 arlllll 
and daggers wIre removed. 

9. At 0800 14, September 194,5, ships ot this Task Uait glt underway 
and shifted to the !IYX dock whioh was to have been ocoupied that morning by 
Amerioan Foro".. Upen arri .... l there it was discovered that the U.S. Na-.y was not 
m c8lltrol ud the Japanese treops were atill 0_ the deok. Japanese .. the dlok 
were disarmed and plaoed uader guard. A search was made ot all buildings 
adjacent to the dock. All Chinese were herded trom the area. During this 
evolution it became neoenary to requiaition the service. ot a Japanlse car 
whioh had brought a Japanesl Naval Offioer to the dIck. His chaufteur dr_ 
a pistol and had to be torcibly dis~ed. 

10. At about 1000 the SHANGHAI based U.S. Naval Personnel arrived 
and a cordln of guards was thr8W!l around the entire dook area. Rear .Admiral 
Miles CIUII8 to the dock to inspeot the ship and thl Japa:u.1 or_ whioh wal 
lined up on the dook under guard. Upen c_pleting his inspection. he informed 
the Japanese COIIIII&nding Otficer that the Amerioa. Na-.y was ottioially a"ulIling 
cOlllllBnd at his ship, and that all men were to be removed. The entire cr_ was 
interragated; l1IUIIel cheoked against muster list, and forced to remove perslnal 
belongings trom the vessel. They were aoarcerated DB the second deok ot the 
warehouse o. NYK dook. During this inspeotion a Press Relations Unit and 
several newspaper oorrespondents took pictures and interrogated the pri.e crew. 
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Subject: 

15 September 19~5. 

Narratift of Prize Crew of H.I.J.M.S. ATAKA oovering 
trip to SHANGHAI, CHINA and return. 

--.- -------------------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
A Chinese General; Vice Admiral Blandy with his Staff also inspected the ships 
and dock. 

11. At noon Chinese and Sikh guards relieved the American guard detail 
at the dook. Upon the COMpletion of the inspection of the vessels of this Task 
Unit, Admiral Miles assembled the American orsn te impart the following information, 
that the situation in SHANGHAI was tense with 175,000 armed Japanese and only 
a few thousand Chinese troops and a few-hundred American troops to oppose themJ 
that the presence of the United States Navy in SHANGHAI was an :Important event 
to the Chinese people; that 50% of the crews were to be allowed liberty at 
cne time. that they would c_port themselves in such a manner as to :Impress the 
Chinese people by their oonduot. This liberty was immediately granted from whioh 
all hands except one enlisted rating on the YMS returned in good order and on 
time. During the afternoon the prize crOll' of the ATAKA _s oalled upon to 
furnish three enlisted men and an officer to take part in a. raid on a Japanese 
oontrolled building in the business district, for the purpose of remOving the 
Japanese occupants. '!his was carried out with no undue .treB8 after the typical 
Japanese attempt to procrasttaate and negotiate were dealt. with in language 
they understand. '!he multitudes of Chine .. in the streets orowded for blocks 
arcund the area requiring tiro truck loadll of Chinese soldifl's to olear path. 
for transporSatift. Several liallar raids upon other buildings were observed 
during the day. 

12. During the afternoon an attempt _II made to procure the anchors 
requested for the bamboo poles by sending out an officer and four enlisted men 
en a working party. '!his attempt was unsuccessful. During the evening thil 
Task Unit received verbal erders from Rear Admiral Mil .. to get underway at 
0700 in the morning, proceed to the Destroyer Anchorage, piok up a Flag efficer 
and return to SHANGHAI the following day. At 0700 15 September got underway 
in aocordance with verbal orders previous~ described, proceeded to Destroyer 
Anchorage at mouth of YANGTZE RIVER, recording the same data as described 
previously which is submitted by separate enclosure. At 1300 arrived Destroyer 
Anchorage and reported to Commander Task Group 73.2, mission oompleted. 

13. The following observations are subnitted. '!he military situation 
ia SHANGHAI is tense. there are 300 to ~OO American military personnel, several 
thousand Chinese troeps and 175,000 armed Japanese present in the area.. The 
American military attitude i. geverned by the faot that sovereign CHINA's 
wishes must be respeoted. The JapaneBe- military attitude is that they have 
never been defeated and that they have full privilege. of negotia.tions, 
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15 September 1945. 

Narrative of Prize Creow of H.I.J .Y.S. ATAlL\' covering 
trip to SHANGHAI, CHINA and return. 

---------------------
diplomatic representation and carrying of arms. The Chinese military attitude 
is that of waiting until suffioient numbers of troops are available to enforce 
the Surrender Agreement. The American Naval Forces have taken over several 
buildings for administrative cammands and the dock previously described. A 
signal tower is being erected. Within a short time a smooth functioning 
organization will be set up to handle American Naval traffic in the SHANGHAI area. 
Food seems to be plentiful but poorly distributed. Several bodies were observed 
on the streets, apparent victims of malnutrition. The ilrmy Air Corps has 
possession of the Park Hotel and the good hotels are apparently being taken 
over by the other military organizations. 

14. The following recommendations are submitteds 

<a) That several hundred or a thousand Nanl Personnel be collected 
from the various ships at sea in this vichity f"r transporting 
to SHANGHAI t~ be used in garrison, guard, police, and raiding 
capaoity to relieTII the extremely overworked few nOlI" there. 

(b) That the Japanese UTaI set up be i:Rvestigated to determine the 
practicability of requiring them to supply U.S. Naval vessels 
with fuel oil, coal and other services, until our own erganizatlon 
is perfected. 

(0) That the H.I.J.M.S. AURA be used to protect the river front 
and present a show of force to the BTllrbearing Japanese with 
resul'tallt 1088 ot face attendant with eight of an American 
ensign flying .over a Japanese ensign on a former Japanese vessel 
and a Japanese crew working for American masters. 


