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WAR DIARY
oF
U.S.5. ROBINSON

USS ROBINSON placed in commission in Seattle, Washington,

Underway IAW ComTaskFor 14,5 secret movement order, enroute
to San Diego, Calif,, to report to COTCPac for shakedown,

Arrived San Diego., Moored,
Commenced operations and training at sea,

Proceeded to San Diego for emergency repairs to port and star-
board main throitle valves and one main lube oil pump,

for period 3/1/44-3/31/4k4 missing,

Undergoing post-shakedown availability at Puget Sound Navy
Yard, Bremerton, Washington.

Underway for San Francisco,
Arrived San Francisco, Moored.
Underway for Pearl Harbor,

Picked up echo ranging contact and dropped eleven depth charges,
Result: One large dead fish,

Arrived pPearl Harbor. Moored,

Underway to conduct sub search for contact previously made by
USS NORMAN SCOTT,

Returned to Pearl Harber,

b/24/bh-k/29/4k Underway conducting various training exercises and as

L/30/ 44
5/29/ bk

6/8/ ks
Q{%l/##
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6/22/ s

part of Task Unit 19.1.4 (UsS YARNELL and ROBINSON),
serving as anti-sub screen and plane guard for UsSS WASP,

Returned to Pearl Harbor,

Underway in company with Task Unit 52,12,1, acting as outer
anti-submarine screen, '

Arrived Eniwetok, M, I, for refueling and provisions,

Departed Eniwetok, M. I.; screening for Task Group 51,18 west
of Saipan, (Task Group 51.18 Subsequently redesignated 52,15,)

Departed Task Groug 52,15 in com ang with USS MCNAIR, ELLIOTT and
BELLATRIX to join Task Unit 51.18.1 + enroute to Eniwetok,

UsSs Moukyitlg (eTg)
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Arrived Eniwetok. Anchored,

Departed Eniwetok in company with USS GRANT and DEED:E as screen f
for Task Unit 57.18.5 enroute to Saipan. 5 tnr; i@y ferw)

Arrived Saipan and reported to Commander Task Unit 52,12 for
duty. Commenced anti-sub patrol northwest of Saipan.

Several alr attacks occurring over Saipan. One plane taken under
fire by this vessel with negative results,

Launched motor whale boats to rescue f£roops from north reef of
Tanapag Harbor, TIrrops had been cut off from their own support
during a Japanese attack which over ran their positions, Few

had survived the attack and many wounded remained on the beach,
Enemy air activity over Saipan continues, . it gyie
Conducting anti-sub patrol northwest of Maniagassa Island.

About 4 miles from Maniagassa Island observed approximately

150 bodies of Japanese iroops in various stages of decomposition,
vt .‘:r‘.a!_\rf-?,f: :j;q,j_,xp‘,-.pi [fa T2 IRURp n.lru,fj

Provided illumination fire over Narpi Point, w5 v 'vv ca, o
Proceeded to transport area to effect emergency repairs, An-
Chored, Underway to return to anti-sub patrol duty., vs £t
EB ~af 0T o, Mettoean b, bECARE L Bk

Disembarked CO and gunnery officers for inspection of results
of naval gunfire on Saipan targets, Inspection revealed naval
gunfire had been very e?fective._;i LTV ICRPAP

- i T(J rw.r

Commenced harassing fire mission on Tinian. Concluded fire and
returned to anti-sub patrol duties, -~ ;. .oy i gal

L FRF ST !
Made underwater sound contact, Expended 10 depth charges on
whatkwas believed to be a false sound contact,.;; s—...
VLW P

Proceeded to Saipan anchorage to effect emergency engine repairs,

L 3] Tmat

Underway conducting anti-sub patrol, ' ‘.- camv, .. ,.
Delivered call fire on Tinian. Supported minesweeping ops in

Asiga Bay. Returned to anti-sub patrOl.uﬂﬁfvwﬁi}dﬁiquuyw:ﬁ!ﬂb

Proceeded to transport area at Tanapag Harbor for mail piCk-up.‘
Continued problems in recejving mail is effecting morale, . . a.-*

Screening for Task Unit 51.18.7 enroute for Eniwetok,:.. ila. .«
Arrived Eniwetok i’ 'sv v

Departed Eniwetok enroute for Guadalcanal, Crossed equator and
held appropriate ceremonies,

Altered destination to Noumea, New Caledonia,

Arrived at Noumea to undergo routine overhaul,

Cluer



8/22/kk

gegarted Noumea, New Caledonia enroute to Espiritu santo, New
e

rides,

8/23/bk  Arrived at Bspiritu Santo,. New Hebrides and reported to Com-
mander Task Unit 32,19.1 for duty.

8/24/ 44t Defarted Espiritu Santo enroute to Purvis Bay, Florida Island,
British Solomon Islands, ury . -y o foe i s NF al

Py -

8/26/44  Arrived at Purvis Bay and reported to Commander Task Group

Lu-‘-‘{ 320190

9/6/ s Underway in company with Task Group 32.5 enroute to Palau,
Providing anti-sub screen, i i e i o e

9/12/44  Approaching Peleliu Island, Palau Island Group. Formed screen
for bombardment group. Manned pattile stations for close fire
Support of UDTs.on southwestern beaches of Peleliu. Supported
operations through 9/18/4k4. - pecn . . e T

9/17/44 Commenéed'paffbi'to seaward,

9/19/44-9/30/4h Supported operations on Peleliu and Angaur. . - e

P LN L L. LOLREY PR A RS T - ) S % T N S I

10/1/44% Enroute to Manus, Admiralty Islands. Moored, ° et g en o

10/12/4k Underway to sortie with Task Group 77.2 enroute to Leyte.
Providing anti-sub screen,.. - U
b TR }‘i‘*fe 's.';ﬂ N

10/17/44 Passed through Surigao Strait and commenced bombardment on

o - Dinagat Island, Phillipine Islands.

10/18/44 Supporting minesweeping ops in Leyte Gulf., ... .

10/19/44 USS ROSS struck 2 mines causing extensive damage, Providing
Screen for battleships and cruisers on bombardment missions.

[T B WA . :

10/20/44 Commenced bombardment on eastern beach area of Leyte and on
town of Rizal. Took enemy torpedo bokber under fire with nega-
tive results, Provided illumination fire on Leyte,

10/22/44 Ppatroling off eastern shore of Leyte., Rescued fighter pilot

W who crashed about 1000 yards ahead. x: » - »,cin pu. . ...

10/24/44 Supporting ops on Leyte. Task Group 77.2 now being maneuvered
into position to interceft Japanese Task Force reported to be
Steaming up Surigao Strait south for Leyte Gulf, . :, u.vuncc

10/25/4k4 Contact made with Japanese Task Force and attack on sneny

o . battleline was commenced. US ships organized n 3 attack sections

with USS ROBINSON leading 2d section on attack directed on the
leading heavy ship of the Japaness column. Maneuvered to within
8300 yards and fired 5 torpedoes with one, possibly iwo, hits,
Retired to northwest and proceeded toward prearranged rendesvous

ith 3d atteck tion, J 3 -
Suie of Gemaokjsction, Jolnad remainder of shi€Riafaress, in pur
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Suffered heavy damage. Large group of Japanese survivors sighted
in water but attempts to rescue unsuccessful due to unwillingness
of Japanese to accept assistance, One survivor willingly surrend-
ered, Several Japanese ships obsersed burning were subsequently
Sunk by our cruiser fire, Retired from sSurigao Strait into Leyte
Gulf, Two air attacks with negative results., Task Group ?77.2 re-
mained at battle stations throughout the night in anticipation

of encountering enemy surface and air units which had been in
:ction with Task Group 77.4 off the east coast of Samar during

he dly. WAL Y L e vy ) T

Secured from battle stations, Transferred POW, Took enemy air-
craft under fire with negative results. Operating as a covering
force for friendly shipping in and near Leyte Gulf and denying
enemy entry to Gulf via Surigao Stradt, -+ cmv v, L

Lr o : . . .
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P A P A T A L N - ¥ - A ST
Operating with Task Group 77.1 (USS MISSISSIPPI,“ CALIFORNIA," --
PENNSYLVANIA, NASHVILLE, BQISE, PHOENIX, HMAS SHROPESHIRE, De-
stroyer Squadron 56 less ROSS and GRANT plus additional DDs),
Enemy dive and torpedo bombers mounted determined attack, Sui-
cide attacks made on AMMEN, CLAXTON and ABNER READ, - ABNER -READ
was sunk and three other ships heavily damaged. Presence of US
fighter cover might have prevented such damage.

Conducting anti-sub patrol in Surigao Strait, »55 viured

Relieved of patrol duty and joined Task Group 77.1 to provide
anti-sub screen, ws i/ TR L eSS L AR L son), A THEA

Commenced fire on enemy aircraft, Destroyed one plane, Departed
Leyte Gulf enroute to Manus, Admiralty Islands with Task Group
77.1,

Anchored at Seeadler Harbor, Manus, Admiralty Islands, o5 -rn~te
"""Jff‘i”ﬂ“f_ afp ot l"‘.EiJI {5!__--‘_4‘5;_1,{" " -\Jr""‘,‘f‘i’f - . [ R P}l_-'{)‘l'fw,.?

Departed Admiralty Islands enroute to Leyte Gulf with Task Group
77e1e5. trss AIASENNCLE | Bt E

Joined Task Group 77.2. Enroute to Kossol Passage, Palau Island
Group. vss wism viepwin, Deyven, ““terann

Anchored at Kossol Passage, Became part of Task Unit 77.12.1.
Underway enroute to Sulu Sea as supporting group for amphibious
assault on Mindoro, Phillipine Islands, ws wie vigrmaum, AdFampy By
{rireape

Air attack, USS HARADBN hit by suicide dive bomber and retired
to Leyte,

Air attacks continue althe none made on ROBINSON,

Air attacks continue, ROBINSON participates,

Enroute Kossol Passage, Palau Island Group.

Arrived Kossol Passage.
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Departed Kossol Passage enroute to Manus, Admiralty Islands
with Task Group 77.12, v5f v/ 0 . qarp

Arrived Seeadler Harbor, Manus, Admiralty Islands,

Underway enroute to Lingayen Gulf, LuzZon, Phillipine Islands,
with Task Unit 79.11.,1 in the screen of transport group ABLE
of Task Group 79.1. i o eﬂt.r{’ﬂfi.k:‘"; Lt A, H,.,.p_,gs-s“ Boot vVt S vl B

Air attack, Enemy plane shot down by US fighters 1000 yards
astern of ROBINSON, Sighted 1ife raft. Found bodies of two
Japanese pilots,

Air attack, Results negative,

Apgroaching landing areas of Lingayen Gulf, Several attempts
made by enemy aircraft to attack formation but they were suc-
cessfully driven off, Anchored 3 miles from Point Easy, Lingayen
Gulf, Luzon,

Small Japanese boat came along port side and set off explosive
charge under water close aboard., Minor damage, Underway, Took
Japanese boat under fire with negative result, Other amall boat
attacks sunk one LST and seriously damaged USS WARHAWK, Air
attack, Negative results, .:c my rivmipur

Air attack, Negative results, Departed Lingayen Gulf,

Air attack. Japanese dive bomber obaerved diving into USS ZEILIN,
35 REPRLAL A, REN

Entered San Pedro Bay, Leyte,

Depart Leyte Guif enroute to Hellandia, New Giainea in company
with USS COMET,

Entered Humboldt Bay, Hollandiﬁ, New Guinea,

Departed Hollandia enroute to Leyte, i :ige i cpop 7
Arrived San Pedro Bay, Leyte,

Departed Leyte Gulf via Surigao Straits in company with Task
Unmit 78.12,10, Stoed into Lingayen Gulf, Task Unit dissolved,
WEs R obew | Lendmeadyps s G Fai, MO s Bl ooy, SHERRE S FeoTE, LAY A mEADY

Reported to CTU 78.11.12, Enreute to Subic Bay, Luzen, i,

Arrived Subic Bay. Anchored, Underway enroute to Mangarin Bay,
Mindoro, Phillippine Islands.: < cocuwv e

Entered Mangarin Bay., Enroute to San Pedre Bay.
Arrived San Pedro Bay, Underway enroute to Mangarin Bay.imas ;..
e OErst Ter PR PaTTl Ade, vir iR

Arrived HMangarin. Bay,

Underway enroute to Zamboanga, Mindanao, P. I.
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Left formation for station off Caldera Point, Zamboanga Peninsula
and subsequent fire support, s “rvw.. o) Mol F ST

Bombarding Isabela, Basilan Island, P, I.

CDR Ray E, MALPASS reported aboard to relieve CDR, Elonzo B,
GRANTHAM, Jr, as CO, USS ROBINSON, pPatrolling 7 miles west of
santa Cuuz Bank,

Firing on targets in Gumularang Island and Malamaui Island, Con-
tinued anti-sub patrol,

Anchored at Santa Cruz Bank., Change of cemmand occurs,
Underway enroute to San Pedre¢ Bay,

Anchored at San Pedro Bay,., Undergoing repairs by tender,
Enroute to Mangarin Bay, Mindero, P. I.

Arrived Mangarin Bay, usi ntezetee

Underway, Commenced anti-sub patrol. Colers lowered to half-mast
for 30 days in mourning for Pres, Reosevelt. Enroute to Malabang-
Parang-Catabato area, Mindanao, P, I.

Resaggd §wo marines from aircraft, Patrolling Polloc Harbor.
(1119 ST

Enroute Mangarin Bay. us5 4, spuqme

Arriye Mangarin Bay, Depart for Polloc Harbor, 5 ~d ATpy A B IISEASDL L
& LR,

Arrive Polloc Harbor. Depart for Tawi Tawi Bay, Sulu Archipelago,
P, I.

Anchored Tawi Tawi Bay,
Depart for Muara Batagao, Tarakan, Borneo with USS5 WINOCSKI,

Anchored at Muara Batagao, <« W Dok, BRAVTop
Conducted shore bombardment of Tarakan Island, Anchored at Muara
Batagao,

Underway for sortie with TU .78,1.,96, composed of empty assault

shipping, retiring te Morotai, Netherlands Easat Indles, ver 5.
WAL R Feqme

Anchored at Morotai,

/

Departed Morotai, Netherlands East Indies in company with Task
Group 78.1 enroute to Brunei Bay, British Northwest Borneo to
conduct amphibious &8BRULL. wispr «v imgsy ELwskD) Enas CUANT riLlEA

Entered Brunei Bay and conmenced assault, Provided anti-sub screen,
vic Ll-n.,fo MJ"'t\ - W rge SNelip: 5 LL‘VGWJ_D AAGAIL

Entered Tawi Tawi Anchorago. Departod enroute for Morotai, sachored
VIS P p
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Began rehearsal for amphibious assault against Balikpappan,
Borneo, 225 A e, CEAY

Underway in company with Task Group 78.2 enroute to Balikpappan,
Borneo to conduct an amphibious assault,

Commenced pairolling as anti-submarine screen off Balikpappan,
Borneo, . 7: wudmarn

Two Bg}tish Liaison Teams reported on board for temporary duty.
ugf K

Anchored at Signal Hill, Balikpappan, Borneo and transferred
British Liaison Team to USS NEWMAN and one to USS CHEPACHLT,
Resumed anti-sub patrol. uss TrrpMRg  Snue oy

Rescued sailof vho fell overboard from U3S SAUFLEY, wss /.o,
Ceased patrolling and proceeded to rmndezvous with Task Onit
78.2.71 to act as escort, Escorted to anchorage and returned
to anti-sub patrol.

Departed Balikpapan, Borneo enroute to Morotai, Netherlands
East Indies, uts conivy.:rom

Anchored at Morotal.

Underway with Task Unit 76,13.15 enroute to Leyte Gulf, P. I.
CTU 76.13,15 is Capt. R. H. Smith (ComDesRon B2} 4 5 FAM L, Wi e EX

Anchored at San Pedro Bay, Leyte Gulf, P, I, oif 5<fie? riaiine
Underway enroute to Guiuan, Samar, P. I. Anchored,

Underway with USS PHILIP and SAUFLEY to San Pedro Bay. Anchored.
Underway enroute to Ulithi Group, Caroline Islands in company
with USS CONY, SAUFLEY and PHILIP,

Anchored at Ulithi, Caroline Islands, v# &iumy, ramaes

Underway, Patrolling Phillippine Sea off of Ulithi Atoll,
Relieved by USS MAYO, Anchored at Ulithi, Caroline Islands.

Capt, R. L, Campbell, Jr,, arrived on board and hoisted his
pennant as CombDesRon 22 and ComDesDiv 43,

Underway with USS ADMIRAL BENSON enroute to Leyte Gulf,
Anchored at San Pedro Bay.

Underway enroute to Subic Bay.

Anchored at Subic Bay, 5+ ' v

Underway enroute te Okinawa independently.



9/5/45
9/6/45
9/8/45

9/9/45

9/10/45
9/11/45

2%

£

9/1h4/k5
9/15/45

5/16/45

9/18/45

9/12/45

9/23/45

9/29/45
10/6/45

10/9/45
10/17/45
10/24/45

Anchored at Buckner Bay, Okinawa, Gunto. Departed Philippine
Sea and entered East China Sea,

Steaming in East China Sea enroute to Shanghai, China in company
with Task Group 73.2.

Anchored off entrance to Yangtze Kiang. Underway, proceeding in-
dependently for nightly retirement,

Anchored off Barren Island, Underway. Anchored off lower Yangtze
Kiang,."At 1345, boarding party, consisting of 5 officers and 11l
enlisted men departed in charge of Lieutenant Elmo R. ZUNWALT,

gsg.. to board surrendered JAPANESE landing craft transport #l44."
nderway.

Anchored off Yangtze Kiang.

Anchored, supporting mine sweeping ops off the approaches of
Shanghai, China, Other units of the U.,S, fleet are present as
well as 5 surrendered Japanese vessels, “"At 1533, Lieutenant
Elmo R, JUMWALT, USN and prize crew of the surrendered JAPANESE
landing ship transport #144 returned aboard,*

Underway enreoute to mine sweeping area SE of Saddle Islands, Ar-
rived in vicinity of USS SAUFLEY, Anchored in North Yangtze Kiang,

"The JAPANESE Gunboa® ATAKA, with USS ROBINSON prize crew, re-
turned to anchorage."

Underway, standing into Yangtze River, Anchored in Middle Ground,
Yangtze River, Japanese cargo ship, TONE MAN, struck a mine at a
distance of about 3 miles and sank.

Underway, standing down Yangtze River, Anchored in North Fork,
Yangtze River,

Underway. Rendezvous off Barren Island with USS NASHVILLE (CL 43)
to receive prize crew for boarding Japanese surrendered ships.

Received prize crew of 4 officers and 12 enlisted men via breeches
buoy from USS NASHVILLE, Anchered off Yangtze Kiang.

Underway enreute to Shanghai, China, Anchored in Whangpoo River,
Shanghal, China, Liberty granted to one-half of the crew,

ComDesRon 22 departed for Shanghai in USS CONY.

Underway with USS SAUFLEY enroute for inspectien of Bonham
Straite and Chusan Archipelago by CIG 73.42, having been relieved
as Harbor Entrance Control vessel by UsSS CONY. Anchored. Underway,
Anchored a4t Quarantine Anchorage., USS WALLER struck a mine,
Underway for Shanghai to go alongside USS DIXIE for upkeep,

Underway. Anchored at Quarantine Anchorage, Entrance Buoy, Yangtsze
River,



