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Subject: 

ON (DIl562)(Flagship) 
IS ION ONE liU.NDRED Tl'lELVB 
T ATES PACIFIC FIEI!:l' 

3 N O'II8IIIber 1944. 

The C""",.ndlng Officer. 
'l't.! CarmaMer-in-Chief, UNlTED STATES FIEET. 

The Caamander Dest~er Division ON! BDNDRED, TliELVE. 
The Canmander Del!trayer Squadron FIFrY"sIX. 
The Canmsncler TASK GROtJl> SZ'lENTY-SEVm roINl' Tl10 (Cem­
mander Cruiser Division FOUR). 
The CCIIIID!Ulder SEVENTH FIm'. 
The Supreme Camnander AIJ,ill!) FORCES SOUl'IDJEST PACIFIC. 
The COllllll8llder-in-CIiief' ~ U.' S. PACIFIC FIZ&T. 

Battle af.' SURIGAO STRAIT • Report of'. 
" . 

Referencer (a) l'eeFlt 1tr. :!Ct.-M. 

EllclOlluret~ Chronological Record or Events,p.g 
...{B) Cow ~ T .I3;S. Log. (VerT' P<I:' d,·;'r'fff).p.11 

. _ '~rTrack Cbart.-r.;t'f . ' 

Part I .. Qe"ml NarrrGiyo. 
, . 

Information l'/B.S received from Canmander TASI FORCE SlWOOY. 
SEVEN about l3OO1 on 24 October 1944 that a Japtmel!e loree, 
estimated at two battleships, four heavy cruisers, four­
ligltl; cruisers, and ten'i:\cstrayers were under attack by 0\lZ' 
carrier planes in eastern SULU SEA abottlo Q910I, 24 October. 
This ~ force was in a position to arrive in LEnE GUU' 
dl2ritlg the night 24 - 25 October. Subsequent infomatiOll , 
sool'!'ed that the enemy was headed ret!' LEn'E GULF vis. SURIGAO 
srRA:tt SOUl'H. The progress of this torce _s followed and 
it l'l1!IS brought to action by TASK GROUP SEVENl'Y-SEVEN roM 
Tro (Rear Admiral J. B. Clldendorf, lEN) in SURIGAO STRAn 
sours, in the ear~ moming hours of 25 October. 

" ", 

This act10n c_noed at 002/,I, 25 October 19M ,men t1rtst 
contact "'POX t by Motclr Torpedo Boat 3ZI was re~ by 
Cl'IIlIMnder TASK GROUP S]:\1ENl'Y-NINE POM ELEVEN (Captain 
Coward, lEN) to COIIIIII8l'Ider TASK GrollP SEVEt1rY"sEVEN rolm' 

r., ~.".' ~.'. I.··.~· E'.. n.. . Tm. This collta.ct TlaS llU'de at 2,3101 Tlith three eneury des­
I"" r~ ld ., troyers, aM tOO"lai'ge unidel\tUied ships at a point tell 
I! ,~C~'K mUes, bepring l/IJ true from southeast CCf!'ner at BOHOL on 

-'", ! a norther~ heading. The enau1ng ellgagement took place 1?ltb 
~ 95648 OW 0'1111 foress dispo~to "capll tile enerq who 118S constrained 

® ' '~ to northerly' courses in conforming to the channel. The' aCUCIl 
... ~" 'i7aS fought as planned in the tolloning sequence: tirst, 

12 0'19/ 
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J November 19M 

Subject. Battle or SURlGAO STRA?r - Ropor!:, or. 

-----------------"----------~--------
destroyer torpedo attacks; second, gtmi'ire of battleline 
&ld c!"Uisers~ thL.'"'d, pursuit and destruction of those C)hipe 
remaining afloat. 

The result of this action was total destruction of the enem,r 
at a cost of one or our OYill destrOJer5 heavily damagod b7 
~ire. . 

2. PmJ1mipallies. 

• 
(al On the afternoon of'2.4 October this ship was engaged 111 

delivering call fire on thes10pes ..,r CATMON HILL and in 
repeJling air"attacks on our transports. fror>1 a podtion in 
the southern transport area. At 16001 this employment nas 
discontinued on orders of Commander TASK FORCE SEVENl'Y-1IINE, 
and this ship reported to Commander TASK GROUP S~n:-SEVEN 
pom TOO. This veSl!Iel ms directed to report. to Commander 
Destroyer Sqwdron FIPTY-Sn to operate with DESTROYERS LEFr 
FIANK. This vesllsl c.ont1nued operating tdth Destroyer Squad­
ron FDTY-SlX, less Ra3S, plus HAU'ORD, as DESTroYERS IEFr 
FIANX until conclusion of the ensuing engagement. 

(b) The mission at own forces was protection of' shipping and 
landing operations in LEYTE GUllI' by destroying the enemy 

forces at.tempting to force entry into the gull'; thc specific 
misllioD of D.t!.bTROYEI5 LEFl' FLANK being destruction of enem;y 
heavy flhips by torpedo at+..ack. The doctrine employed b7 tho 
Task Force U!!.11 the sta.'ldard doctrine employing tactics to 
"capll the ellCmY battlelino, and using destroyers offensi~. 
Tho doctrine employed by DESTROYERS LEFT FIAN"I\: was in accord­
ance with the staMard doctrine for a three flection coordinated 
torpedo attack. The general. plan was to interoept and enga~ 
the enem;y just prior to his emersenco from 5URlGAO STRAl'r 5011.rB 
into lElTE GUU'. The plan of DESTEOlERS LEFT FlANK ms to con­
duct a three section coordinated torpedo attnck on enoo:1 heavy 
Bhips oost ot HIBUSON :ISLAND and just prior to commencement of 
gunfire b7 our cnm batHeJine• It l'IM afls'UIlIed the el".emy ob­
jective 1'I/l.S to forca entry into LEn'E GUU' to destroy ship­
ping therein T1ith consequent interruption of the latiding 0p­
erations. Copies of operation plena and orders arc not con.­
siderod desirHblo in this repor!:, a.s it is aSllUlIled that this 
phase of the opere~ion TIill be covered by' tactical. commanders. 

(0) At commencement of the l'.ction O'lftl< farces uere in battle 
dispositien similer to A-2 in U.S.F. lOA, w.l.th battleli:lo 

in initial. station, Latitooe 10-35-ooN, stcaning on east llIld 
west courses betwoen Longitude 125-1&.ooE and Longit.uae 125- 'J 
27..ooE.. Assigcment. ot forces '!laS as follow: 00 

~-



----,---------,--------

:rd 
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Subject. Battle of SURIGAO STRAl't - Report or. _____________________________________ .c 

BattJeJ100 (Rea2' AdmiraJ. Wayler, tBN) 

MISSISSIPPI 
l/EST V:rnGINIA 
l!AR!UND 
TENNESSEE 
CALIFORNIA 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Ilit8troyers asSigned (the cCIIIpOsition or this unit 
is not kncmn). 

pn FW!Xf01!CJJ{Beu Admiral J. B. o,.dendar:t, mN) .. ~. . .. 

LOurs'lIWl 
PORrIAND 
J4INNEAPOtlS 
DENVER (C .......... nder CruiseI' D1v.tllion 12, Rc~ Admiral 

Hayler, USN) 
COL'UNBIA . 
Deet~ Sq\l!ldrOn S6, lells 1lCSS" pll» HAU'CIID. 

GGlJ fLANK FOg (lIeaJ' Admiral Barba7) 

PHOENIX 
BOISE 
SllROl'SHJ.1t! 
Deatroyer Division 47. 

In addition to t,bc above listed aesiw-nts, motor torpedo 
boats-Ware stationed in SURIGAO STRAl't SOOTH and destroyer 
piekete in entrances o£ SURIGAO STRAl't il1to u:rI'E GUU'. 
DESTROYERS u:Fl' FLA..'lK were divided into tlu:-ee attack sec­
tion/l as tollows. 

~MYQ'Q 2M 
NEnUOMB (C()IIl!I!ander Destroyer Squa~ 56, 

Captain R. N. SlIIOot, tEN). 
R. F. IEARY 
A. W. GRAN'l' 

Section TjlQ 

ROBTIISOll (CCll'SAMar OMtroye1" DivisiOll 112, 
Captain T. 1. Conl.e7, Jr., USN). 

HALFORD 
BRYANI' 

3 
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Subject; Battle of SURlGAO STRAIT - Report ol. 

----------------~----------~--.------~ 
SelViion T!ii;ee 

H. L. ED11.AROO (C ......... nder J. if. Boul.wara~ USN). 
BEmlION 
LEUTZE 

'Upon receipt ot orders !rOlllC()l'!l!!!encl~ TASK GROIll' SEVEN'l'Y­
SEVEN FOINl' THO at 03331, DFSTROYElS LEFT FLAl.'K )'lOre ol'der 
ad by' Commander Dest~ Squadron :rIFTY..sIX toattack etIeIIl.'1 
heav,r ships. At thia t1me attack sectiOIl:! woro deplored b!j 
seotion leaders taldng ebarge; and pl"OCeading to attack a&c' 
folloWs: -Sectioli'ono, cantar; Secti<m"Two, enerq)d.ght 
fiank; "SectionTh:ree, enemy letttl.8Dk. Tho attaok-wu 
ootxlucted in accordance with doctr:fJle aIld retirement made 
to preuranp rcndeZ'VOUJl north of HlBWON jSLAND. 

(d) 'the o:xaet canpoaition ot e!lelll7 tarce. encounteJoeli can­
not be stated. However, it is C81'taiD that ~l'fO ellGla1 

battleships Bl'ld one other heavy ship I'JIBN in the! e~ vaD 
whioh \m8 attacked bY Sect:ton Two, led b7 CQ!I!Iall(ler Destroy 

, or Division ONE HUNDRIID TWELVE in this 'V8s~. Latln'in­
formation identified the tm battleship' a. no aDd 
YAMASHIRO. Identity of the ~ber heavy sbip 1:1 DOt poel­
Uve. 

(a) A oompleta chronological record ot events is inchXled 
hei'ew1tb as enolosure" (A). TM"! .B.S. log is included-­

herewith as encloe1lre (B). and a track chart sa encloswe 
(C). 

(b) It ill beliEmld that the encloeures conllt1tut:e a COlD-
plete Ifpla:r-by-~ 1lal'l'ati-ro ot the action and .rur­

ther comment 1s considered undeeirable. It ie doeirod. 
however) to note that the attack \'laS made throughout. in 
aocordance with approved doctrine, that llIt!Ximum UIIe 1'IIUI 

made 01' lend baokground, and that the attaok was llUCceu!'ul" 
It will be noted that this ship came 1l!lder enem;r guntire 
at 03511. This gunf'fre ~'" about five hundred yards ahead, 
and f'ivo hundrod yards short. This gunlil'e did nat QC!lIrtl­
tuflo a serious threet to the suceess 01' too attack. It will, 
be noted that thll1 section 'R8II 11lun1nated by enemy star ' 
shells at 0352tI s This illumination was al,o ,bort and it t 
is bel1ewd that this illumination tailUS'e pr9vented more 
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Battle o£ SURIGAO srRAlT - Report or. 

-----.------- ...... ---------- .. ------------
accura ts gunfire by the en~. 

Pari! III .. PerftmnnMQ of' Equipment. 

1. fprt'gmancg at rom Ordnance MateriU and FQu1:ammxt. 

(a) ~orpcdo fire oontrol and the torpedo battery fUnctionod 
satisfactorily in all respects. No other ordnance equip.­

mom \las employed. T:'a'Jking was aC(lomplished by S. G. Radar 
which obtn1ncd fl.-st co~tact at 0255I at a rangp of 488CO 
~s" Tho to:opedo pro'!i."'.eu =s run in accordanoo with 
methods taught, tr.f C o:lll!Q;1G.or- Fleet Operat.ional Training COtI­
mand, Pac:!fic ineot and the !\ncar and c,r.G. School, PearJ. 
Harbor. Tho pcrfomance of' all equipnont involved nas con­
e1derod very good. 

(b) Five torpedose ~re expended in this attack end as far 
as they coUld be observed, lnada normal l"Une. 

(e) No eurfaco or anti-aircraft action >laS employed during 
this action. 

2. Pgrtgrmn,nce of Ennmy Eruippent.. 

(a) Ellemy radar did not appear tobs ef'rsctivn, possibly d~ 
to land background. Illunination with starshell was 

ehcrt and for that reason- was oonsidered poor. As a rellult 
of' this poor illur.dnation, his gunfire nns inaocurate. Tho 
gunfire observed appeared to be about rive inch celiber. -
fired in salvo with a goed pattern at a rapid rate o£ fire. 

Part 1V .. Battle Damage 
. -

1. Om BnttJe Daman. 

Nonc. 

It is difficult to assells the enemy's damage at various 
steges, but it is believed thnt he suffered very extcnsiTe~ 
fror.t torpedo hits. In this connection it is believed that 
both enemy battleahips ooro sunk as n rosult of cOtIbincd tor­
pedo and gtm. drunaga betooon 03561 -and O.l,09I. Such destruction 
is indioative of hea~ undcruater d=gp. Thd the entire 
~ force nns destroyed is highly probablo ainee tho plll'SUit 
of cripplos WIlS undertekon 1mJed1ntoly and thoir destruction :5 
acompliahod in the first fOlf l!Iinutes of daylight nhen thq 

-l:--
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Bllttle of SURIGAO STRAIT - Report of. 

could act~ be O'IlI5e%"l1ed to sink. Obllervers 1D pollit.iQD 
to see rot1r:l.ng llIlits nero reported to have observed co 
retirhg 8hipe. 

(a) Our own OOlII!IUIl1oatiollll were adequate and for once e?8n 
the ToB.S. was not nbused. no data ill available on 

eff'ectivaness of the enemy's communioations. No attempts at 
j!lBlling of radio cirOuitll was noted. 

(b) ~ portormanceof S.G. and r .D. WS:J:e ve%7 good. Con-. 
tact being established e.t J,S800 yards. Circunstancoa 

provided no tost of S.C.1 radar. 

(0) Air operations oore ~ involved. SOIlI& obsel"Ve7ll ~ 
that UlUllination obseM'Bd in SlJRIGAO STRAXl' as the ~ 

approached W8 by enelll7 drcraft nares. This is a matter ot 
conjeetUl'e, but the only' Ulunine.tion observed by the nri tor 
appeared to be stershell. 

(ei) A discussion of om and etlelll7ls tactics is considered 
unneceS8al? The o!lel:lY in rele.ti~ confined ooters muI 

reatrictad to northerly COUI'l!es within narrow limits in order 
to reach his objocti'1e. Our own forces s~ took 8tatiah 
!:l a Mooppins" position in the J:Iall%Ier ot sbootlDg at a "ait_ 
ting duek". The reaul"!; was as expected. 

(e) DecopM"1O tac-t;1es 001'0 not enplOj"Od, 'but maximun use WIlS 

made of land backgroilnd. Smola! was used to conceal. re­
t:i:tenent. No estimate can be given OIl the effectiveness of' 
the ship IS CSlI1lut'l"f'C. but it is believed that the use at 
land backgrolm and smola! liaS very effecti.....,. 

(f) C.I.C. performance was vary good in p%'Ovid1ng the _s-
8al7 timely and aCCUl'ate inf'orme.tion for torpedo control. 

In addition, a vary good :!IlIl1!lIn1'7 PLot '\'IE18 maintained and an 
aoctll'ate navigational track ke¢. The Jllethods employed 'by 
C.I.c. were the approved methods taught; by'CommnndOl' Fleet 
Operational Trll:!.n1ng Command, Pacitio Fleet, end tho Radar 
nnd G.I.C. School, Peerl liarllOr. These mothodIJ appear ef­
fecti'ftl and entirelY' adequate. 

<el Navigation l1V.S entirely by ~ fb:es obtained by S.G. 
radar. The nrviget.ion baing perfarmed in C.l.C. 

(h) Ene1neering performenoe I'IfIS ve%7 good. 

6 
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S'Ilbjeet.: Battle of Sua:o:aO STRA:rI' - Re~ ct •. 

-~---------.-".------------------~---
(1) COIlllIlEIIlta on suplll3' activiticil are OOllaidered not 

pertinent. 

(J) CommontsOn medical. ac:tivitiell are con,lcierod llO4; 
pertinent. 

2. Opinions and COomeil.ts of thtJ Executive otrlcar and othcl­
Hends of DepmtI!lent have been considered eM consolldll:t.od 
ilrthe submission of this report. 

;Lend back~und appears very effectiw ~ preventing dillcoV- . 
e~ bY the enel!l7. The '1f!llue or S1:IOke to conceal retirelllcnt 
ms also demonatl"ated. 

CU'l"J"OI!t, app1'O'1'Eld tOl'pOdo nttnok dcctrino !Illd C .I.C. praooduro 
tor l"ndnr controlled torpedo attack a.ro cffectivtl_ 

No recamendntions f~ inlpro"f'elllent 8J'e :sublitted 1'l1nce thtJ 
cetbods omployed \"!ere entirely adequate. ArtY failure to 
roal:be IlItlXiI!lu:I advantago being n matter of technique nnd 
skill rather tbtJ.n methods uaedo 

The perl'omnnoo of personnel t\'811 or the hig\lollt order. Tb& 
ettack and ret1retnont \;'ere !!lado with nbout the !!ai;!o degree 
of efficiel1C7 and enlm as pre"lllU in rehersal l"IlIlS. Tho 
conduct of officers end cr(IW lett nothing to be dcl'lirod. A:s 
a result of their valuable contrlbul;ioh to the succoss of 
this attack and their cxemp1ar,y conduct under firo tho follo~ 
ing officors and men pre being recommonded tor c:!:t.atidlll 

Lieutonant C OIllIlU'I.nder Morton IL.rve:1, 'USN. 
Lieutenant :;:imo R. ZumW!ll.t, USN. -
Lieutennnt Jrunos T. Fergason, Jr., D-V(G),USNR. 
Lieutenant Joe 17. McGlothlin, DE-V\G}, USNR. 
GRIFF1'.rH, 17Ulimn Elib", 359 94 3~ CTM(AA)('l'), U'lN. 
ELKINGTON, Joe i1U1irut1, 616 73 36, RdM)c,-V6, USNR. 
roilIER, Rufus Edg!'.r, 375 6S 02, RdM3c,' V6 USNR. 
CAIN, Jobn Joseph, 3ll 17 47, TM2o, V6, USNR. 

Cow to. . 
Ccmincb (Ad"llnXlCe) 
C:1ncPaa (ndvMoo) 7 E. B. GiWI'l'!mI. oT.r. 
CanPolIPo.o 

1 
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CHB.ONOLOOICAL R.EX:lORD OF EVENl'S If BATTlE OF SURIGLO STRA1T~ 
25 OCTOBER 19M 

First repol't ot contaot Tlith enemy relayed by C.T .G. 79.11, Cnptnin 
Co)'lRl'd, Commander Southern Attl'.ck Force- Screen, tram M.T.B. 127. 
Cont.act made at 2310 I, m.th three enemy destroyers, two horge ~ 
identified ships, at 0. point ten mUes, bearing lJPr f'loan eoutb­
eest cornor of BOHOL lELAND On a heading or north. 

1!cGO'lWl (DD67S) reported several unidentified contncu OeCr1n, 
19Jr, ~tant eight mlles. McGOV/AN in screen statiCI') to\l2.", three 
m1les '!leet at north1\1!lst corner HlBUSON ISIA.lIID. 

C.T .G. 79.11 ordered Commander Destra,er D1-vision lOS to assemble 
his group in vieinit:r of stntion #6 (Lntltu:1& l0029'O;PN; Lcmgitua-_ 
12SO;l.S'OO"E) • 

Second report or OGI1tact with eneIIII.1 relayed by C.T .G. 77.3, Renr 
Admiral Berkay, C()I!!!!!Ilnder Close Cowring Group, frOIII14.T.B. 127. 
Contact on two ships, be~.ring 3l.C11' J 10 miles Crom CA!UGunt ISLAND. 
This contact \'laS sixteen JDiles to southnrd oC loiS .B. mts fust 
07Jla1ll!f IXlntact at 2310. Seoond aontact reponed ~ wMll olosing 
u.". . -
l4eGOW reported beP' unidentified -surf'ace centact8 lIO!I' faded, 
bearing 1S8I', distant StmlZl miles, course :31ar, speed ~ lcnota. 

~Jl2t(DD798) reported to Call1llanderDestroytll' Di"1i81CD 108 ~ 
accident to Dupl~ OU Strainer, capable at t'!lel'lt"-S~lJ lrDotIJ tor 
tort,.-fi va IWrutes lII'ltiJ: repairs Jll!\de. 

l4cOO1'/AN repOrted 1lttiden1;itied sUt"!nc:e oontaot bearilig lSar» dia~ant 
e6'1e1l lII1les. 

MeGOilAN reported contact has t'aded. 

\'J\SlC UNlr "".2.2 exeeuted 07(11' 'rum. 

YcGO'I'IAN reponed 1:.0 c:r .G. ~.ll tbat 1IIli~it1«i oontaot ha4 
been obnllenged OIl obenMJ. MI.'. Rece1-ve4 a wellk reply, beliewd 
f:o:l.euD.;?, oJ.tbaugh name oould not be lIIade *. 
Attack SectiOft 2 ct Ileetrcyer S~ 56 (ROBINSON. HALPORD alX1 
BRIANr) utder ommend at Oc:mmander ~1' DlvillimlU in R(8-
DISON ex:acuted carrnarri frtc CCfIII!vlndor Dest.royer DivillliCll 112 HKilco 
speed tb:ree, follow 1IIfi' • 

ThUd ccntaQt rep," ~ eMIIIY relaJed by> c:r .G. 79.11 trcm 1M' JI. 
533. Report of tlnre. bearing 23(Xl', distance ten lIlllee trcm south 
l'ANAON 15LAND "SOlIe believo thaT have been dropped by pltmea" • 

- -
Attack Seotial 2). ~ S~drcD 56, '\ook l!!1'Oei or tel) ~r g 

-,,-
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CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD OF EIlENl'S lIBATTIE OF SURIGAO STRAlrSM 

25....QCTffim 1944 

TASK UNtt 71.2.2 executed 050 T=. 

P'our\;b ,ocnta~ rapor;; raeeiwd on enemy (£%om unidentit:ied urS) 
. bearing J. f.,rrJ:, di3tnnt 20 miles fJ."om TA1i..'ICAN point at 01.2.3 (south­
ernmo.'lt +19 oJ: J:3YTE). Assucing this contact to be the some na 

. the 231J contact of M.T.B. 127, the enemy'made good n c~ of 
07'ft and a speed of ndvnnco?f 13.5 knat.s$ 

Battle Line executed 16 tum. 

C.T.G. ?9.11 reported to C.T.G. 71.2, Rear Admiral 01d,end.orf', CCIJIoo 
mander Be!ltberdment and Fire SuppDl't Group' that MELVIN (DD6S0) hna 
been directed proeeed £%oom stction three t5lDiles east of north­
west tip at HmOOON ISUJ.1D) to station fota', preparatory to £o:m-
ing for attaok. . 

r11th contaot rep<n't OIl enem?, reln70ci by C.T .G. 71.3 frem Mo! .B. 
134. EMIIIT reported proc:eeding up the strnit o.bealll of southam 
tip of' PANAON ISlAND o.t OlSa. Assudng ConUlct OIl seme shiPI' as 
reported' nt 0l23, course mnde good WIlli 0iJ!, speed of ndvnnce 
29 knots. 

SiXth contact repon <m enemy, relayed byC.T.G. ?9.11 from lA.T.B. 
1.34. T!1l'get repo:!."tec1 very lnrse. II.T .B. 134 at taelmd with 'Un­

determimcl resulta. 

Destroyer Sq1lIIdron 56 set condition I, pl'ePIl1'nto:ry to o.ttc.ck. 
Destroyer Sqw.dral 54 prooeeded south to e:xeouw torpedo attnck. 

C.If.G. 'n.) reported enemy target firing (lQ K.T.B ••• 

TASX UN:!!' 77.2.2 went to ten knots. 

TASK GROUP 77.2 executed 280 Turn. 

0.'1' .G. ?9.11 ordered'Destroyer Sq\l8Clroll S4 to· :repo~ !mmediately' 
an ¢cldng up target • 

Seventh contnct report on enem;y. C.T .G. 77.2 reported two largo 
1Ihips standing up SlJRIGAO STRAITS - pest initial line of M.T.B.s 

-2-
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ClffiONOLOGICAL RECORD OF EVFl?l'S "BieTTIE OF SUP-U!,O STR..UTS" 

TUe Event 

0'.28 G.T.G. 77.2 ordered C.T.G. ?9.ll relay to M.T.B. s that it wns 
desireI! to loam whether other targets are coming up ohannel. 

lIlSbth contaot report on enemy, reJ.nyed by C.T .G. 'n.3 !'ran M.T .B, 
l31,., ReporttA hitting heavy object in water. Possibq a sul:mnr1r 
caning up cbanneJ.~ 

02)0 

0231 .. 
0134 

023' 

02/1) 

oau 

0243 

0244 

021.6 

0252 

025k 

025' 

Dastr.:J;"!i.· Squadron ,56 executed speed zero. 

C.T.G:;?9.11 made standard speed twenty lmots f'or Destroyer Squad, 
ron 5k. • 
TASlC GROUP 77.a e:llllcut.eit 270 '1'Ul'D, set ocmdition of' readinesa I. 

Battlel1ne executed 1 tum. 

C.T.G. 79.11 orderl3d DEIII~r Squadron 54 tum on 1.1.1. 

!oIcOOWAN in°attC'Ck grOUp ptcked up llIlident1f':lecl 3uzof'ace contact. 
bearing lSJ;l'. distl'llt eighteen m.Ues. - -. . 
Battlo1!ne went to ten laIots. 

I.t~ reported three 01"' more contacts beerlng lSJ+l', dilStant 
tiJteeo miles, course 000, shipe in colUlllll. 

, " . 
C.T .G. ?9.11 ordered Destroyer ~ 54 to go to i:'IIQllty knots. 

'0 

C"""'OMer Destra,yer Sqwldron ;6 directed Destroyer S~ 56 
tum lSi : 'lpood two. l!1xecuted. 

C.T.G. 'n.2 requested G.T.G. 79.11 inform him es soon as contact 
grdnad and number of' sbipso 

ROEINSON gn~ned initinl contact - bearlnp: 1001', distant4Sa» 
yards~ 0:.10 pip. .-
McGQ:lAli reported seeing small i'lat target. 

0257 McDil!iCl' (TJD677) had large ta:-get. MONSS:m (DD79g) d'irecteo:1 take 
smcl.lcr tn.-gel; f::L-ther north. Procoedcl to nttc.ck. Moved down 
shere line~ . To :r.",."\;11'O to northwurd, maldng smoke. 
ROBINSJ3 lost CO:ltc.m:.$ beE-orin,; 1M. disttmt 1,8.200 jro.rds. 

0302 Destroyer Sqtltldron 56 CMllged course to 27C1l', speed five knctB. 

Destroyer Squadron 56 clw.nged course to 09Cff. 

10 



(iiI 

CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD OF EVE1ll'S "BATTIE OF SURIGAO STRAIrS" 
2'5 OCTOBER FJ!J, 

0304 TASK GROUP 77.2 Elxectrl;ed 18 turn. 
ROBDlSON :regnined contact on enemy bearing l'lCIt t rtUlge 1.31,00 
yards. " 
TASK GROUP 77.2 went to ten " knots. 
Battlelino exocuted turn lS~ 
Destroyer Squndron 56 chnoged CO\ll'SO to O'"lal'. 

0306 lAONSSm ordered to stundby 1;orpedoes by Cl'lII1MI'nder Destroyer Div-
11110n lOS. 

ROBINSON trnck shorlOO enecy course ocxtr. speed eighteen, rango 
J:UOO, bearing 18;zr. 

0309 C.T.G. "/9.11 :reported two l<lrge, one smn1l ship, bec,d«i Ilortb 1n 
co1U1lln. " 

0310 TJ\SK Group 71:2. went. to five knots." 
~INOON trrck - enem;r beering 131;1', distnnt ,8000 ~t courses 
O2Or, speed eighteen knots. 

~ ROB~~~~on~. ' 
CmmlOnder Destroyer Squc"drcn 56 tollow C.1' .G. 77.~ si~ols. 

am ROBDSON track .-enetDf tWo pips, benring la.4T.36500 ynl'da, course 
03S!', speed twenty ~s. 

0314 IAJSS ISSIPPI repox ted two contnoU bearing 1681', diatunoe aJXX) 
~so . 

O:;lS C.TwG, 79.11 reported total of' five targets, t1'lO of' Tlbicb I!llly bnvo 
been bit and nre a:Lowlng., " 
ROBDSON bed three pj,pson scope. 

0318 ROBOOON plot aholrod si.-.; knots fer enemy. 

0320 CoT .G. ?9.ll reported be believed two lx':lttl.eabips 1n Japanese 
force .. 

032:1. C'e!!lllllnder Destroyer Division lOS reported big nash" on one battle--
ship. . 
ROBDlSON plot - enamy th...-oo pips; bearing ls:zr, 33i1JO ~8, 
course OSS!', speed fifteen kn~ts. 

~2' McGOWAN reported si."'!: tc.rgets on screen. 

0324 C.T .G. '79.11' reported oonsenS"US is thE't two battleships, one ~ 
two cru1sen, -ane destroyer, c.:re in group. Believed some tergets 
definitely bit. 

0326 ROBINSON'track - enemy- three pips, berring lac, 3lL.OO ~s, 
course 34'Jr, speed twelve knots. 

-4-
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0332 

0333 

0334 

033S 

, 

03},6 

0347 

• 

CHRON0LCJICAL RECORD OF ~7I'S "HATTIE OF SURIGAO STRA.rtS" 

.+u==_=.= .. ~~====~_~TO~~V~~================ 

ROBDlSON track - three enemy shipe, oonring 18C# 29:300 ynrds, 
courso 02ar, speed eleven, . 
~att.leshipB ordered open fire at 26000 yurda. 

Enemy' reported as appearing to retiro. 

C.T .G. 71.2 ordered COIimmnder Dos~royer Sq1ltJ.dron 56 "launch 
attack _ hit big boyalt • 

Destroyer SqUl'.dron 56 took eourse 1aar. working up to speed. 
Attack Section three to ntt(1.ck :f'rom' sector 2?C1l' to 31~. Attncl:: 
Section two to attack from Oc;of to 04'5r. Individunl target plan 
to bo ~ed. Medium speed torpedoes. 

- • ~ #' 

ROBINSON track ~ enomy' three ships, bee.ring 188r, range 27J1X), 
course 33ar, speed fifteen knots. 

ROBINSON went to twentY' knots. Attack section twO oonfonned. 
C.T .G. '!7 ,2 reported enemj appears to be retiring. 

ROBINsON tra~k ... enemy three ships, bee.ring lS9r, 24fJX>, cwrse 
3/J), speed £our..ecn, 

RO~mlSON wont to tViont:r-five :knots. Attack seotim two contonnod 

Changed courso to 1'l'Crr. Attack section two conformed. 
0=001' Desi:.royer Division ll2 orderod secticn 100 star.dby for 
smoke. 

ROBINSON trnc~' - enomy' three' ships, o:le verr Inrge followed by 
too large cnes, bea.ring 194£, range 20100 y~rds~ course 3;301, 
speed eighteen :kncta". ", 
Q(lIlJIIIO.r..der Destl'o,ver Divisic!l J..l.'? ordered section. two IIThis hr,$ t .. 
be quick, standb:r yoU' fhlh'l" 
MS .B. 253' repor':;ed '£170 des+.royern nnd one l.rrge ship ptlSsing 
norlhwa:J:"d through strnits. 

C.T.G. 77.3 re~orted one of enemY appe~.red doed in unter. 

ROBnlSON tro.ck - enemy - evnlUDted us one bc.'.;t1eship leading fol­
lowed by trIO cruisers, bec.ring 196r, rnnge 17S",.,Q. course 325T, 
speed eighteen knotCl ~ 
Commnnder Destroyer Division 112 to section t>lO "Hrl£' snlw" • 

Section one went to fifteen knots. 

ROBDlSON cho.nged courso to 15Sl', cho.nged speed to thirty knots. jZ 
-5-
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0)49 

0351 

0352 

O)S) 

, , 
0)54 

" . 
0354 

0358 

ClHR:mOLO"'ICAL RECORD OF EVENTS "BATTm OF' SURIGAO STRAITSII 
2') CCTOBill> 12M, 

Commnnder Destroyer Division 112 to At+,C'.ck Sec.2 "Mike speed :3()lI 
CCIl'IlIllllder Ba.ttleship Divisiori :3 reported tlw.t he' had a. group ot 
slllllll torgetl, followed by a group of L"rge ones. 

MBOOON brul \'leak contcct d 1300 yards~ bearing 209. This OOZI­
tact \l!lS lost .,.~edic.telY. I'M did not renppee.r on sereec., Enez:G1 
opened fire oDAsection ~and splashos observed ahead a.nd short. 
ROBINSON track - enoey bl'.ttlllhip fo11o\1ed by two cruisers, beo.rins 
20sr. distc.nt 13000 yr:rCis, course 025T. speed fif'toen lmots. 

ROBINSON changed course to 1~ • 
TASK GROUP 77.2 openecrfire. 
Att,aek section one went to twenty-five knots. 

C.T .G. 77.3 ordered little ship in front left alone, big ship to 
be concentrated on. . 
Bnttlel:h:zo executed turn three. 

Commnnder Destroyer DivisionD2 told Attock Section two 81 eball 
tire .men you are within rangell. 

"bOute \1ILLLUa" f'r(lll CCllimmx1er Destroyer Division 112 to Sec­
tion two. 
Camnnnder Battleship Divi:d.(C 3 DJld,.;C.T .G. 77.3 ord&red to opq 
firo by C.T.G. 71.2. 
ROBlmON track.-.BattleslUp dead 10., =W~ 

Attack section two ordered !lIIll!:a mex:ilmlm speed by Commnllder Destro:' 
er Division 112. . 
ROBD£ON chnnged speed to thirly-f'ive knots. 

ROBINSON track - three ships, b1'.ttleship let'.ding, 'IlI1d~ agli.in, 
bearing 222, range 93JJJ yds, course 322I' ~ speed :t1fteen Jmot.a. 
COll!11l!.".nder Destroyer Division 112 to Attack Section twc "Make 
smoko!! • 
Fired.torpedoes, one half scl.vo to starboerd at londing battle­
ship, bel'.ring 22Zl.', =ge 83CO yTrds, course 322, speed fifteen; 
Bnse to:tpedo course 250, torpedo r'Jn fllPO yards, t~ 01' run 7.4 
minutes. 

C-ommcnder Destroyer Division 112 to Attru:k Section twc 000 Turn. 
ROBINSON conformed. 

Commal".der Destroyer Division'112 to Attack Section twc "Tum on 
I.F.F.II • Robinson confonned. . 
Range to LITTLE JGBUSON ISLAND 920 yards. -
RnngO to LITTLE HIBUSON ISLAND ;~ yards. UIIOd engines to twist 
ship. 

ROBINSON all eng!.nes !'.hend, tliirty-tive mots, chnnged course to /3 
02!!l' • 
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CHRONOLOGICAL R'8CORD or ~JEN1'S "BATTLE OF SURIGAO STRI~:rrSII 
___ ....... __ ~.Q~OW 19/4 

Event 

BattJ aline executed turn 15. 

Ceased trocld.ng enemy temporc.rUy ouing to urgent need. at 
radnr for navigation, 
ROBINSON smng left. 

DENVER being strnddled, 
ROBINSON chllngul course to ooer. 

Mnde 322 rpm, clw.nged course to 030'1'. proceeding to close Attack 
Section 'Tl'iroe. 

0/1)7 , C.T.G. 77.2 went to fifteen knots. 

Commander Destroyer Squndron 56 in NEI1COMB reported ~ C.T.G. 
77.2 that l..ill7ER' s unit \'IllS firing on NEiICCMB in center of 
channel. 

0409 Bc.ttlcsbips cec,i9ed fire. Seetion One ordered to get aut. of chan­
nel. 

y~ ..... J.l~ i""S" 
RoormON track - one ship :!' 2 !:!lll@, col.l%'so southerly, believed 
number two ship in colunn. 

OltJI) CCf1J'1nnder Destroyer Division 112 to Attack Section Two "Speed 
. fl~ knots - oOUo.--se Q91Jr, stop smoka", ROBINSON oomplied. 

COC!I'!ltUlder Destroyer Squadron 56 reporied olearing channel at 
ruu Ilpeed y 

om ROBINSON, upon orGeri;~Oo=dcr Destroyer Division 112 to Attack 
Soci::l .. 0:l '[11'), well"; t" tV?atr.'y-fi<7o kncb. 
ROBTh"GJN t::ack ,~ 1 on~ ::hip rCJlIll::.nbg (believed to be second in 
colUtt."l.1 ~ southerly' r~0":t:·'.s3, 

ow C.T.U. 77.2.2 executed 18 tum. 

ow ROBll'SON on ordc::-s C=cndar Destr6".rsr Di"T.l.s:!.on 112 to Attack 
Section Two, went to fifteen kn~ts. 

0J;J.7 GRMIT reportcd hit, proceeding slowly aut. of eM.nnel. 

o/J.a NJ>I.CO&Ia clen!" of chr_l".nel, CRI\1:r eler.ring slowly. 

0420 C.T.n. 77,2 o~a?~~d C.T.G> 77.3 resume fi.~. 

0J/22 NE\rJO;.!:3 ['.nil U:;UlY renorie'::' tetO nnd three miles f'ra:t nest coast. 
GRfull aU::.:c proCloe-:il;,,, ct te:1 knots. 
ROBnl~')N ,-,hnnged courso to aoG' ., retired north of bllttleline. I 

IT 
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042S 

OJ;J9 

0448 

0449 

0453 

0456 

0457 

05(ll 

CHRONOLCXHCJll. iU'X)ORD OF EVENI'S-"BATTIE OF SURIGAO STRAITS" 
25 OCTOBER 1944 , 

Event 

DENVER reported 1rl'g9 target disappe~red. 
ROBINSON on· orders COIlIlIk-mder Destroyer Ilivision 112 turned to 
course 000l'. 

TASK UNll' 77.2,2 ordered open tire when solutl(ll'l obtained. 
Controts reported fourteen - seventeen miles to south. 

LEARY ordered to follow NEmOMB. 

GRANT reported badJ.;r hit, lying dead in linter. 

C,T,G. 77.2 reported GRANr badly hit, de~d 1n lintel', O6II.ter t:Z 
ebnrulel. Ordered all precautiollB taken Dlld aid prepllX'Eld. 

Oamna.nder Destro;yer Division "X-RAI" ordered b.1- C,T .G. 77.% to 
proceed south,· intercept enemy and then cleal" channel. 

One group three ships reportod beanng lCJOl', twelw miles f'roII 
ol'Uillel"l!l. 

GRAN'!' reported with no power, taldng water. 

ROBmON on orders C!lIIIIlll\nder Destroyer Division 112 to Attnck 
Section Two changed oourse ninety degrees let't to '2.7C1!. Can­
I!I!!nder Destroyer Division 112 reQ.llOsted 1n.tormntion on DIlSunltios. 
Attnck Seo1;ion Two - none. 

CS .G. 77.2 [,_sked C6mrne_nder Destroyer Squndron 56 it all his 
ships accounted for. 

ROBINSON on orders C6mmnnder Destroyer Division 112 chnn~d course 
ninety degrees :Cert try 1sar, 

CO!llI1lll."lder De3t"::'(>ye~' Squ'3dron 56 reported all of Destroyer Squad­
ron 56 rres Jnt nn:! ll::oou!lted for except for NEroOMB who had gone 
to Ilid GRANr • 

C.T.G. 77,2 ordered C=.ndor Destroyer Squadrm 56 cll:rect hill 
ships join CuT.G. 77;2 screen. 

Proooede:l in compa.."ly LY.lHr FORCE> to sweep southwnrd in SURIGAO 
STRAFS in pursuit; of druncged ships" 

Observed J_arge gro-.tp at Japanese survivors in \W!ter west. or 
HIBUSG", ISIJ\!ID Cb:llrt fjva ni2es off' ohoro. Attempts by tl11a 
Sh'.D -/;" "'·JS<;:U" ch3SG'- "l:,("<Tix~!'S tiel'O ll'lS-.1"-:,ai'uJ. due to t\leir 
re:o.Uscd. to ~ce!"Jt hit:;).; O:;:.e p.e:.SO:.'1s:o -.oi"~wn."!- voluntari17 
S'l!.1T9",tisr:,C; m1J\ '-.:lS l~_' 3.,. t-"C.:l.'!':J:t'rod to the flo.gship of Cit .F. 
71. F()u:r ~_,,--rl53 :1:i7·8" "bS0:-vdd en Japanese ships to soutlmcrd. /6 
Cruise~ fi:ljfih~d 0ff thase ships shortly r~tor. 
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Event. 

Soined other destroyers !!.Ild cruisers and oommenced ret~ 
fran SURIGAO STRArr into I.J!:YTE GULF to reSmle stntion in ba~tJ.o 
disposition. 

On station in battle disposition in LEYTE GULF. Aotion CQIlIPlated 
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Tffi RADIO LOG "BATl'LE OF SURlGAO STRAITS" 
25 OCTOBER 1944 

TRANSMISSION 

0025 B>\NTAM 4 AND DUIv~-Y 

0028 

00,32 

00)) 

OO)!5 

00)8 

FROM BUSlfJACKER CONTACT REPORT FROM MARTINI 127 BT 
CONTACT.IITH 3 ENEMY DDS :2 LARGE UlIiDEl.'T­
IFIED SHIPS AT 2310I 10 MILES SOU'IRE:AST 
CORI.::ER OF BOHOL ISLAND BEADING NORTH 
VINDICATOR ACKN~NLEDGE 

BLv'DGEONS FROM 
OOn<ER J 

BUSH./ACxm FROM 
CARROT 

DESTINY 8 FROM 
BUSH.IACKER 

DESTINY S FROM 
BUSlfilaCKER 
BUSH\'1ACKER . FROM 
DESTmY 8 
DESTDiY S FROM 
BUSH,/ACKER 

STJUID BY TO &"CECU'.&; 1 TURN BANKER :2 AND 
BANXER ,3 ACKNOWLEDGE 

SKUNKS ARE SEVERAL BEARING 193 DISTANCE 
8 Tn.!!!: 00,301 

ASSEMBLE YOUR GROUP IN 'IRE VICINITY OF 
STATION NUMBER 6 

ROGER OUT 

SAY AGAIN YOUR LAST TRANSMISSION 

,lILL CALL YOU ON MIKE NAN 

0040 CARROT FROM D'UMMY REFERENCE LAST TRrlNSMISSION TO BUSH.1ACKER 
PLEASE AMPLIFY YOUR REPORT 

0041 DutMI V CAmtOT .fAIT 

0042 Ba.NT~ 4 AND 
Dmm FROM COMPOUND CONTACT REPORT FROM l:..RTINI 121 HE 

REPORTS T.lD CONTACTS AT no DEGREES TRUE 
10 MILES FROM CAMIGUIN ISUKD· NOW CLOSING 
IN 

0044 BUSHJACKER FROM 
CAhROT SKUNKS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED HAVE NOW FADED 

188 DIS~~~CE 7 MlLES COURSE ,310 DEGREES 
SPE!!:D 10 KNOTS 

0045 BUSIHACKER DESTINY 
B FROM VTh"DIC~\.TOR I HAVE HAD A hlINOR ACCIDENT TO DUPLEX: 

0052 CARROT FR(};! 

OIL STRAINER CAN ~ 27 KNOTS FOR THREE 
FOURTHS OF AN HuUR UNTIL REPAms CAU BE 
hlI;,m: 0034I BOSH;lACKER ACKNO.1LEDGE 

BUSH.lACKER SKUNK 188 7 :MIIES 

PAGE ONE 11 



0052 GARROT FROM 
BUSlLJACKER 

0055 CARROT FROM 
BUSHI'lACKER 

0056 BUSR.lACKER FROM 
CARROT 

0057 GORGEOUS FROM 
TUFTS 4-

0057 SHADYIa:t-.'E 2 FROM 
DUMI.'Y 

0059 SHADYLANl!: 2 FROM 
Dma.rr 

0100 BUSH.lACKER FROM 
CARROT 

0105 MELODY 2 GANG 
FROM MELODY 2 

0106 GORGEOUS FROM 
TUFTS 2 

0106 DUMIrY FROM 
BtsH,iACKER 

.;".,,", --. ,-

OlOS ABERDEEN FRCM 
BJOO{ER , 

0109 MELODY 2 GANG 
FR01i 1.IELODY 2 

0109 MELODY 2 GAID 
FROM 1.:ELODY .2 . 

0120 DUM1X 2 FROM 
REPUBLIC 

0120 REPUBLIC FROM 
DTID.IY 2 

0122 DUMMY 2 FROM 
REPUBLIC 

ROGER WAIT TUNE IN ON CFAN1IEL 45 

J:Jt1PLIFY REPORT JUST hS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

SKUNK PREVIOUSLY REPORTED HAS FADED 

YOU SHOULD BE ON ___ YOU ARE m CEIJTER 
OF ___ _ 

EXECUTE TO FOLLOW 070 TURN KINGFISH 
BA1'rAM 6 ACKNO:'lL.'EDGE 

STAND BY EXECUTE 070 TURN 

CF.ALLENGi!.~ SKUNK ON M25 RECEIVED 1 BY 1 
COULDNT 1.1>XE OUT S'rA'l'ION CALLED BUT 
EE:LlEVE TO BE FRIENDLY HE ANS .• 'ERED PROMP­
TLY 

MIKE COURSE 070 MIQ SPEED .3 FOLLOW ME 

I THINK THOSE PEOPLE ON STARBOARD SIDE 
ARE ON. COURSE )10 SPEED ,. 

MARTINI 5)3 REPORTS SUING .3 STARSHELLS 
OR FIARES 10 MILES BEARING 2)0 DEGREES 
FROMcSOUTH PANa.ONISlAND SOME·BEUEVE···· 
THEY HAVE BEEN DROPPED BY PL..NE:S 

POSIT ORR 

liIII\E SPEED 2 

MIKESPZED 1 CLOSE IN'ro SPECIFIED 
DISTb.NJE ~. 

SAY AGaIN YOUR LAST TR..NSLlIS3ION TO 
SHADYIANE 2 

MY IAST TRn.NSMISSION TO SF.JJ)YU .. NE 2 
070 TURN 

ROGER OUT 

PAGE 1'1'10 



0122 DUMMY' FROM 
KmGFISH 

012) DTmkY FRO~ 
KINGFISH 

0123 DUMMY FROM 
KDJGFISH 

0126 KINGFISH FROM 
DUMMY 

0126 DtThlMY FRCLI 
KnrGFISH 

0140 FURIOUS FROlvI 
B!l.N.KER :3 

0145 SHADYI.Ju'm 2 FROM 
Dtn.MY 

0146 SHADYIANE 2 FROM 
DtThMY 

.0146 DUMMY FROM 
BUSH.IACKER 

0147 BUSH.wACKER FRQ.I 
DU1MY 

0148 DUMMr FR(},'1 
BUSH./ACKER 

PLEASE CHECK Aim CONFIRM U.ST SHACKLE 

lAST TRANS}.;ISSION .lAS 070 OVER 

WE :ru:.VE CHECKED OUR SHACKLE ClUJ YOU 
Uli5HA.CKLE YOURS Al.:1) USE OTHEL LET.tERS 
REENCIPHERM.ENr 070 

ROGER OU'!' 

posrr EXPEDITE 

ExECUTE TO FOI.J..J)W 050 TURN 

STANDBY EXECUTE 050 TURN 

ARE YOU RECEIVING CONTACT REPORTS 
RElAYED BY CODLIV::l:R ON M21 

AFFIRMil.TlVE 

I WIIL nlFORM CODLIVER THAT YOU DID 
RECEIVE LAST CONTACT NEAR HO~iKON POINT 

0149 BANi'AM 4 l\ND . 
DUMa FROM BU3H.1ACKER CONTACT FROM BEARING 190 DISTANC:t, 

20 FROM TOANCAN POnrr CONTACT '.~ MADE 
01231 

0150 BLUDGEONS AND CEh'TER 
FROMB"NKER 3 . EXECUTE 'IO FOLLO,y 16 TURN 

0152 BLUDGEONS cmmli ". ". ~h_ ,' •..• '.' • ~,-. .'~ .-,,< ... ·.".0 ...... ,"". " 
FfK)}.1 BANKER 3 EXECUTE 16 TURN 

Ol!54 illJ:OO:R 2 FroM 
BANIZR) 

0157 DUMMY FROM 
BUSH,lACKER ,~' .; 

0200 BANKER 3 FROM 
BANKER 2 

I .{ISH YOU ~ ':2AKE ACTION SUCH T".r'".J.T 
FURIOUS A},1)'ABERDEEN ;fOUJ.,D STAY PUT THEY' 
HAVE EMBARRASSED us ON TURNS 

BEAU GESTE.--HAS BEEN ·DIRECTED FROM STATION 
NUMBER 3 PROCEED TO NUMBER 4 PREPaRATORY 
TO FORhlING FOR ATl'ACK 

REFERENCE YOUR IAST TRANSMISSION 'ii1LCO 

0200 DUMMY' FROJ..: COMPOUND MARTINI 134 REPORTS A COXT ... CT PROCEEDlNG 
UP TEE STR!l.IT ABEAM. OF SOUTHERN TIP OF 
PANA.ON ISIAND 

/9 



0204 R~KER 2 FROM 
DUMMY 

0205 ~ 4 GANG 
FROM BUSH.1ACKER 

WE DID GET ':i.nAT REPORT 'I'IA T CH% OVER 
THAT ClIAN1rEL 

lfARTINI 134 REPORTS TARGET .u.s VL.HY L\RGE 
HE }hS AT.L'AC}{ED /JIm UNDETERI.IINED RESULJ.1S 

0207 FURIOUS AND ABERDEEN 
FROM BANKER 2 PERS-
ONaLLY· COMPLY dITli BAWaR 3s MESSAGE ON ST,,.T!ON 

KEEPING 

0209 DUMMY FROM OO.M1'OUND THE 'I'ARGET OF 1iARTINI IS TRYTIm ro 
DRIVE 'IHEM OFF :II'IR auNFtRE 

0211 DRUMSTICK FROM 
lW.'KER .3 

021) SHADYUNE 2 FROM 
DUMln'Y 

021~ SHADYIANE 2 FROM 
DUMMl 

0214 SBii.DYUNE FROM 
DUMdY 

0215 SHADY.L.t.NE FR01~ 
DUMMY 

0215 SHADY.I.liKE FROM 
DUlIdY 

0215 BANl'AM 4 G\.1'G 
FROM B\5HilACKER=c-

0216 I~POLEON ]'ROM 
~1\ER 4 

0217 IRONSIDES FROM 
NAPOLE01-T 

()219 NAPOLEON FROM 
IR01:JSIDES 

0219 BAH'l'AI.1. 6 GANG FROM 
BANM 6' . 

0221 BAl\~AM 6 GANG FROli 
B1.f"'A'· 6 jJ: 1,. 

022) SHADYLIiliE 2 FROM 
DlMrY 

0224 SHADYIANE 2 FROM 
DIDoMY 

0225 BANKER ') FROM 
DUlrMY 

IN COURSE OF TURN 'lliE RANGE BET.IEEN YOU 
AND BANGTAIL HAS OPENED ro 1000 YARIS USE 
2/) SPEED UNTIL YOU HAVE OPENED THAT DIS'l­
ANCE TO FUll. AMOUNT 

EXECUTE TO FOLLOW SPEED 2 

STJiliDBY EXECU'£E SPEED 2 

STANDBY TO EXECUTE 280 TURN 

STANDBY E:X];CUTE 280 TURN 

EXPEDI'IE GET:'ING n."TO POSITION 

..•. REPOR'l'ONc,.HISC IRCUlT'Dl..ED IATELYIF-YOu.. .' . 
VE PlexED UP THAT TARGET ON YOUR SCOPE 

YOU ARE CLOSING IN ON IRONSIDES RAPIDLY 

WHAT IS Y01..R CORPEN 

!4IKE CORPEN 280 

STArIDBYTO EXECUTE TURN 170 -moDY 2 
ACKIfOWLEDGE 

BEIA Y 'IE.. T 

EXECUTE TO FOLLOW SPEED 1 

EXECUTE SPEED 1 

TWO lARGE SHIPS A .. llE STANDING UP SURIGAO 
STRAIT PASSED INITIAL LmE OF PT X WE ARE 
GETTING INTO S:'ATI01, ON BANGTAIL NO.! 60 
DEGRF.'ES AND 200 YARDS 20 
p,,<.GE FOUl? 



0227 FURIOUS ABERDEEN 
BANl(ER 2 FROM BANKER 3 I HAVE PREV:;:OUSLY FIBSEl;TED THE PRIlrC: 

PLE TP"Ui.T TES GUIDE IS IN THE VAN 
0228 BUSH.fACKER FROM DUMMY PLEhS:S RELAY 'IO PT BOA'l'Si'EAT IT IS 

DESIRED TO DETZR~.:niE WHETHER OTHER 
TARGETS AleE cm::cw UP 'IRE CIL'll-:I':m, 

0229 Dm1.J."Y FROM CO~,;POUND PT134 JUST REPORT£!) ill .• T HE HIT A 
H&"VY OBJEC';: IN THE JATER TEAT IT 
mGHr BE A SUBI1JU1.1!: COMING UP THE 
CHANNEL 

0230 BAN'.r.~ 6 GANG FROM 
&1'TiIM 6 

0231 BANTLlI 4 GANG FROM 
BUSK/ACKER 

0232 SlW>'YlJINE FRCM DlM4Y 
0234 SHA.l1YIAr.."E FRa: DUl'}"'Y 
0234 SHADYLANE FROM DUM.rY 

0235 BLUDGEOm V BANKER 3 

0237 .... BERDEEN FRO M :&NKER 3 

0240 :&hTAM 4 GANG FROM 
BUSIf./,.CKER 

0241 CONFUCIOns FROM CARROT 

0243 BLUDGEOR3 CENl'ER:FBJM 
MNKER J .. 

EXECUTE ON !G:CEIPT SP:'>ED 0 MELODY 2 
ACKNOWLEDGE 

STAIIDARD SPEED IS NO.; 20 KNOTS .IHICH 
WE ARE MAKING 

SIGNAL EXECUTE 'IO FOLLOW 270 TURN 
EXECUTE 270 TURN 
EXECUTE UPON RECEIPI' HON CHARLIE 1 

STANDBY TO EXECUTE 1 TURN EXECUTE 
1 TURN 
CLOSE UP ON GUIDE 

BO.TANGLEB 

SKUNKS SIGNAL 184 18 

EXECUTE TO FOLLmv SPEED 2 srumBY 
EXECUTE 

0244 BUSHil.i..CKER FROM CARROT NOW SEE THREE OR W.oRE SKUNKS ID:ARnrG 
184 DIS'i'.hlJCE 15 COURSE 000 0245 BUSHWACKER FROM C1i.RROT· THOSE SKUNKS ARE IIi; COLmm . 

0247 DRUMSTICK FROM BANKER 2 INTERROGATORY CORPEN 

0247 &l."T.A.M 4 GANG ~ROM 
BU3H.l .... CKE.R 

0248 BANTAM 4 GANG FRCM 
BUSHJACKER 

0248 B.i..l"mR 2 FROM 
DRU'M3"l'ICK 

0252 BAlfrAM 6 GANG FROM 
BAl'iTAM 6 

STAlmBY TO EXECUTE SPEED 5 

EXECUTE SPEED 5 CORRECTION SPEED 4 

MIKE C ORPEN 220 

EXECUTE UPON RECEIPI' TURN 18 SPEED 2 
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0254 BUSRdACKER FROM DmMY PlEASE LET ME XEo\'{ ',HEN YOU EAVE 
TARGET on SCREEN .hITD NUMBffi OF TJ..RG3TS 
YOU HAVE 

0255 CONFUCIOUS FROM CARRaI' I JUST SAW A SWALL FLAT TARGET 

0257 VINDIC"SOR LIGHTHEAD 
FROM COMPOUND BLUENOSE Hi\S THE lARGE or.']: YOU T.AXE 

~IE SfuALL ONE FARTHER TO 'IRE NORTH 
PROCEED TO ATTl.CK X FOLLOW DOVIN 
SHORELINE X FOLLOW GAPS IN THEM RETIRE 
TO NORTK1'l!illD X MAKE SMOKE 

0)02 BANr.aM 6 (WIG FROM. 
BAli'TAM 6 EXECUTE ON RECEIPT TURN 18 SPEED 1 

0302 SlWJYLiU'IE FROM DIDiMY STANDBY TO EXECU'm 18 TURN 
0304 SHADYIANE FROM DmMY EXECUTE 18 TURN 
0304 SHADYI.JU..'E 2 FRCliI DtThilirY EXECU'm SPEED 2 
0)04 SPADYIAl-E 2 FROM DUMMY EXECUTE TURN 18 
0304 BLUDGEONS FROM BANKER ) EXECUTE TURN 18 

0)05 MELODY 2 FROM BANTbM 6 090 IS COURSE DO ImT EnCUTE SPEED :2 
YET 

0306 VINDICATOR FROM DESTINY STA}.'DBY TORPEDOES 

0307 BANTAM 6 GANG FROM 
BANT.AM6 ' EXECUTE UPON RECEIPT SPEED 2 MELODY 

2 ACKNOWlEDGE 
0309 BAN~ 6 FROM 

B1J3HlTACKER WILL YOU PLEASE RElAY 2 IARGE 1 S~LL 
H]W)ED NORTH IN COLUMN 

0310 SHADYLANE FROM DUMiIY 
0311 SHADYLANE FRCM DtMIIY 

0312 BAN'lliJ,I 6 GANG FroM 
BANTAM 6 

0314 DUMMY FOOM BAHGTAIL 

SPEED 1 STANDBY TO EXECUTE 
EXECUTE SPEED 1 

FOLLOW DUMMY 2S SIGNALS 

SKUNKS 2 166 DrST 42000 YDS 

OJ15 DUMMY FRW BUSlMil.CKm·.TOTAL ;TARaETS 2 MAY HAVE BEEN HIT 
A...'ID ARE SLO.:ING UP ' 

0}16 DlMrY FROM RESlDEllT 
OJ17 RESIDENl' FROM DU1IiMY 

0317 DUMMY FROM RESIDENT 
0317 RESIDENT FROM Dm.MY 

.flIICH ARE YOU TURNIl\G TO 
STATION REQ.UESTING PERMISSION 1'1 GET 
UNDERW;'Y REPEAT CALL 
THIS IS RESIDENT 
AFFIR1L'l.TIVE 

0319 BUSFUACKER FROM OO};MY PLEASE REPORT TYPE OF TARGET 

:PJ-cGE SIX 
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0320 DlOOJY FROM BUSHWACKER WIIL fC:=PO:rtT .{t::lsN I :}.:':T UUi)m'~_TIOl' 
THUll( THEY APE 2 BBS 

0321 DIDJMY FROM DESTLl'IT 8 JUST Shil A BIG FLA..."'lE on 01,;-;::; OF 'l'liliM 

0322 DWrY FROM FEARLESS 2 BUSH.IACKER IS TRynm TO GET A MORE 
ACCURAl'E ACCOUNT OK TYPE OF SHIPS 
S01JE BELIEVE THEY ARE BBS 

0)23 BUSH.iACKER FROM CARROT iW)A.1\ INDICATES 6 TARGETS 

0324 DmwIT' FROM BUSHWACKER 'CON3ENSUS IS 'l'HaT THERE fu.E 2 BBS 1 crr 
2 CRUISERS lili'D 1 DD BELIEVE SOME OF 
TEE TARGETS WERE DEFncrTELY HIT .IE 
SAW SOAlE 

0)26 DtM.1Y FROM BtBH>iACKER Sli:VERAL FISH FIRED AT ONE GROUP 

0326 VINDICATOR FRCM DESTIlIT 
8 EXEC'OTE 4- TURN 

0327 BLUDGEONS FRCM :ruMMY' 
0329 BLUDGEONS FR<1.I ruMMY' 

0331 DUMMY FROM FEARIESS 2 

0331 COMPOUND FROM DUMMY 

0331 BLUDGEONS FROM DUMMY 

0332 DUMMY FROM COMPOUND 

0333 BAN'l'1>M 6 FROM DUMMY 
0334 BANTAM 6 GANG FROM 

BAl"'£l,M 6 

0336 COMPOUN!l FR<J.l DtMiY 

0337 CENTER FRCM lWl'KER 3 

0339 BANTAM 6 GANG FROM 
1li~U~'LM 6 

0340 DUMMY FROM FEARLESS 

0340 DUMMY 1 FROM DUMMY 

0342 FEARLESS 2 FROM DTJM,rY 

0343 MELODY 2 GANG FROM 
:MELODY 2 

STaNDBY TO EXECU'lE SPEED 3 
EXECUTE SPEED 3 

PRIVATEER HAS PICKED UP ENEMY COl:l.roN 
C!aCUIT 

T.I:tJl: GROUP ON RIGHT HAND SIDE REPORTED 
MaDNG SMOKE THE O'l'H]R IS JUST READY 
':00 FIRE 

OPEN FIRE AT 26000 YARDS 

............ R::PORTS ENEMY APPEARS TO BE 
RETIRING 

lAUNCH ATTAC'"l HIT TH:l BIG BOYS 

COURSE 090 WORK UP TO SPEED IN MAKING 
~ACK SECTION 3 270 DEGREES TO 315 
DEGREES SECTION 2 IN 090 TO 045 USE 
DIDIVIDUAL PLAN MEDIUM SPEED FOR FISH 

~'T.cJ,t 6 IS IAUNCmKG ATrACK 

CONCUR· SECTION . /;.000 FROM 
UEilREST BB . - -

SECTION 1 .IILL STAY MELODY 2 SPEED 4 

INTERROGATo.RY SPEED 

E~E1:..-Y iU'FEARS 'l'O BE RETIRING 

MIKE SPEED 1 
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0344 MELODY 2 GANG FROM 
MELODY 2 

0345 l.IELODY 2 G.A.NG FROM 
MELODY :2 

0345 DUMMY FRllIi FEA.'iLESS 

0346 DUMI1Y FRO!: COll'OUND 

0347 lIELODY 2 GA"i,G FROM 
hlELODY 2 

0348 :&l~1'lJ,I 6 GANG FROM 
Iliu~2:.1: 6 

0349 !:ELODY 2 Gil};G FR<.M 
MI!:LODY 2 

0349 Duw",'Y FROM BANKER 3 

0350 DUM'!.IY FROM BtOO<ER 3 

TrIIS }.:I,S TO BE ':i,UICK STANDBY YOUR 
FISH 

MARTIm 253 5 DESTROYERS Ai'JD OI:E 
LALGE VESSEL PASSn:G lJORTH THROUGH 
STRAIT . 

HE 111.3 BEEN HITnUG TIDJ. ,lITH 5 IncH 
ON~ OF TITP;M .aP.PEA.L.s TO BE DEAD IN 
THE ;lATER 

HALF s.1LVOS 

SECTION 1 SPEED 3 

MIKE SPEED 30 

HAVE GROUP OF SMk.IL ONES FOILOi'fED DY 
BIG O!>ES \/HEN BIG OKliS REACH 26 
THOU&liill YAHOO I .fILL OPEN 
REPEAT aBOVE 

0351 SliA.DYLANE FROM DlJUfi ABOUT TO OPEN FlRE 
0352 SHADYIAI-iEFROIJ: FZ1\'."lLESS 2 ' OPEN FIRE 

0352 Bill"'rTAM 6 Gtl.NG FROM BAl;'T-
AM 6 SECTION 1 SPEED 5 

0353 FROM COMPOUND-' . mi.'7E'TEE'LITTIE ONE OUT INFRONI' TRY 
TO GET 

03.53 lIELODY:2 GAJ;,Q FROM 
l<ELODY 2 

---

STAlillBY 

0353 BLUDGEONS FR01.: BANKER 2 EXECU'l'.o: TURN 3 

0354 f,rELODY 2 QAl.,G FROM 
lliE roDY. 2 . ' .. ' ... •• ,._. ,.L SHALLFIRE.rrlEN, YOU ARE o,IITHIN .. ,' 

0.354 MELODY 2 GAl:n FROM 
:MELODY 2 

0354 BUlKER 3 COll.Lrom.-rn 
FROM DUJJ,.ry 

0355 AlELODY 2 GANG FROM 
MELODY 2 

RAnGE 

OPEN FlRE 
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0356 MELODY 2 GANG FRO'lvl 
MElOn 2 

0358 MELODY 2 GANG FROM 
~iELODY 2 

0358 CENI'ER FROM ~FJ\ER' 3 

0359 ?IELODY 2 GANG FROM 
MELODY 2 

0359 BLUDGEO~ FROM 
BnNKER 3 

0401 BLUDGEONS FROM 
'RFKER 3 -"\.!.-. -

0402 BANTAM 6 GANG FROM 
BAKTilM 6 

0403 ABERDEE N FROM I'A NKER 2 
0404 BANKER 2 FROM Ji.BERDEEN 

0405 AIL SHIPS FRCU DtmMY 

0406 SIWJYLiU{E FRClI DUU:7 
0407 SHADYIANE FROM DlThl.IY 

MAKE SHaKE 

CORPEN 9 AND GET R:&\DY TO FIRE 

BOJANGLF.S 

EXECUTE TO FOILOW TURN 15 

EXECUTE TURN 15 

SECTION 1 GET READY 'IO FIRE 

DID YOU RECEIVE TURN SIGNAL 
./IICO OUT 

LOOK OUT FOR THE CALIFORNIA SHE DID 
NOT RECEIVE TURN SIGNAL 

PRIVATEER IS BEnTG STRiJIDLED 
EAECU'l'E UPON RECEIPT SPEED :3 

0408 D~Y FROM' B.A1'TAM 6 YOU'RE FIRING ON BAN"iAM 6 VIE .. BE IN 
THE MIDDLE OF THE CHAl:J-lEL 

0408 BLUDGEONS FROM BANKER :3 CEASE FIRING 

0409 Bil.11TA11 6 FRCU D~Y GET OUT OF CHANNEL 
-- - .. ~ '.- ; "---"".- -~,,- .' '.- - ~--, - .. ' 

0410 MELODY 2 GANG FRa.r . 
MEIDDY 2 SPEED 5 COURSE 090 EXECUTE TO FOLLO\\f 

0410 Dmm..'Y FROM BAl'tTAM 6 WE J..HE GETTnTG OUT AT FULL SPEED 

04ll 1IELODY 2 GA.KG FROM 
1IELODY 2 E}~CUTE SPEED 5 COur~E 090 

0411 MELODY 2 Gtl.IU FROM 
},:ELODY 2 ~.' "STOP,SMOKE 

0412 CASHBOX FRctJ BA1."'I'AM 6 C~R CHJ.iliNEL AS :!i'aST AS POS]IBLE 

0412 DUMMY FROM GLdBACK RE',),UEST TO UNLOAD GUm 

0413 SRAnYlA!.':E 2 FROM DJJ:MMY EXECUTE 18 TURN 

0414 ABERDEEN FRU~ BANKER:3 FURIOUS IS GOING BEHnID TO TAKE 
STl.TION ON DRmSTICK 
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0415 MELODY 2 GANG FROM 
MELODY. 2 

01;.17 DIDiik'Y 1FRO].l DUMAY 

04-18 1W.~TAM 6 GANG FROM 
DUM.IY 

0420 COhlPO'OND FRCld DUMMY 

EXECUTE SPEED 3 

IrA VE CRAPGAII;:E REPORT COURSE 
ALBATROSS IS PROCEEDING SLOIVLY \1EST­
HARD 

BARNEGAT IS OUT OF CHANNEL ALBATROSS 
IS PROCEEDnm SLOWLX OUT OF GF .. Al:NEL 

RESm.;E FIhE 

0420 BANKER 2 F:':.OM BMll..::ER 3 REGAIN BATTLE LnlE .IHETHER YOU HAVE 
YOUR SHIP BACK n. LINE 

0421 D1.llim.iY FRCM .B.ANI'AM 6 

·0422 DIDil.."Y Ji'ROM PRIVATEER 

0422 1<ffiLODY 2 GAN G FR()}'~ 
lIiELODY 2 

042) DtJM!.iY FRm,: PRIVa'I'l!:I!!R 

0424 BAlJeER 4 GANG FRO].l 
BAlumR 2 

0425 DUU,IY FROM FEARLESS 

BARNEGAT rum CASHBOX 2 AND J MILES 
FROM .IEST COAST ALBATROSS IS TILL 
PROCEEDn~G J.T 10 KNOTS 

LARGE TARGET HAS DISAPPEARED FROM 
·SIGHT 

000 TURN 

TARGET REFERRED TO BEARDTG 209 DIST 
19· 

EXECUTE TO FOLLOH 9 TURN SPEED 2 

SKUNK 184 DIST 14 TO 17 MILES 

0426 BaNKER 4 FROM BANKER 2 EXECUTE 9 TURN 

0427 CASHBOX FROM BANTA.M 6 FOLLOW BARNEGAT 

0427 BANKER GANG 2 FROM 
BANKER 2 

0428 &1;J};M 6 FROM ---
0430 BAllliER GANG 2 FROM 

BA1~KER 2 

EXECL'TE TO FOLLOW TURN 000 

aLBATROSS HilS BEEN HIT AND IS Lynm 
DE.il.D IN 'l'HE .lATER 

E"'AECUTE TURN 000 
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0430 SHADYI.",NE FRCM DUl1.1Y 

0431 SHADYLiI.l'l"E FROM DUMMY 

0432 CRAPGAME FROM DUMI,;Y 

0435 DIDtMY FROM FEARIESS 

0435 BANK:El{ ChNG 2 FROM 
BrINKER 2 

0437 GABRIEL STRONGHOLD 
FROM MELODY 2 

04311 1WlKER GANG 2 FROM 
GANKE:R 2 

0439 DUl1JY .BiUm\M 6 FROM 
REPUBLIC 

0448 MELODY 2 GANG FROM 
:MELODY 2 

044 9. BA;:,'£iIM 6 FROM DllI~-Y 
~ ~-'"--<'.' 

0452 MELODY 2 FROM 
STRONGHOID 

0453 MELODY 2 GAKG FROM 
MELODY 2 

0456 DUMMY FROM BiU.'TAM 6 

-, -. --.. 

0457 BANTAM 6 FROM DUMMY 

·0504 MELODY 2 GANG FROi;; 
MELODY 2 

ALBATROSS IS BADLY HIT Alill IS DE.c..D n­
THE -dATER IN MIDDLE OF Cn:;J:lNEL Ti.KE 
ALL PRECAUTIOm A~ID HE READY ID GIVE 
BELP 

EXECUTE 190 TURN 

PROCEED SOUTH INI'ERCEPT ENEMY AND 
THEN CLE.-ill CHANNEL 

ONE GROUP OF 3 SHIPS BEARING 190 
NEARE ST 12 MILES 

EXECUTE 270 TURN 

EXECUTE SPEED 2 

BANKER GAllG 2 ON COURSE 270 AT SPEED 
10 

ALBATROSS HAS El!:EN HIT NO parlER 
TAKrnG .lATER 

STAtIDBY EXECUTE 9 TURN ADVISE IF YOU 
HAVE AlrY CASUALTIES 

ARE! ALL YOUR BOYS ACCOUN'fED FOR 

NO CASUALTIES 

EXECUTE 9 CORPEN 

ALL BANl.'lill 6 PRESEt.'T A.~"D il.CCOUM'BD 
FOR EJCCEPI' BARNEGAT -.iHO HAS GONE TO 
AID OF ALBATROSS -

HAVE YOUR GANG JOIN illY SCREEN AM NOVI 
FIVE MILES TO EAST 

EXECUTE SPEED 3 CORPEN 5 

PAGE ELEVEN 

27 



CO DE 1IAl.zi! 

ABEHDEEN 
ALBATROSS 
BANGTAIL 
BANKER 2 
BANRER 3 
BAlJKER 4 
BA~4 
BAN'OOJ 6 
BARNEGAT 
BLUDGEON 
BUSlmJ..CKER 
CARROT 
CASHBOX 
CENTER 
CLrl:.lBACK 
CONFUCIOUS 
COMPOUND 
DESTINY S 
DRUlISTICK 
Dml1Jr 
FEARLESS 2 
FURIOUS 
GABRIEL 
GORGEOUS 
KINGFISH 
LIGI1'TlIE;J) 
LEIDDY 2 
1iELODY 2 C1..NG 
l1APOLEOn 
Pt1IU'IE .,~ . 
PRIV.:,.TI;ER 
REPUBLIC 
RESIDEl:T 
SHADYWm 
STROl~GEOLD 
TUFTS 4 
VINDICATOR 

CALIFORnI.'l( BB44) 
A ',f GllijiT (DD649l 
.lEST VIRGINIA (BB/:,6l 
C01illA.TDIV 2 
COhlBATDIV ) 
C01il3ATDIV 4 
C01!DESRON 54 
COMDESRON 56 
NEHCOMB (DD586) 
BATl'LESHIPS 
CTG 79.11 
l,icGO'illili (DD678) 
R P LEi.RY (DD664) 
DESDIV XRAY 
PORTL.ND (CA))) 
RIDi:EY (DD688) 
CTG 77.3 
COMDESDIV lOS 
PEl'.l'SYLVANIA (BB38) 
CTG 77.2 
COhlCRUDIV 2 
TENNESSEE (BB43) 
BRYANT (DD665) , 
(T;J,IUlR GROUP) 
MItNEAPOLIS (CA)6) 
COtIDESRON ,24 
COMDESDIV 112 
DESDIV 112 
1!ARYLA11) (BB46) 
ROBINSON (DD562) 
DENVER' (CLSa) 
COLUW.BIA (CL56) 
KILLEN (DD593) 
TG 77.2 
HALFORD (DD480) 
CTG 77.7 
MOJ::SSEN (DD79S) 
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