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I swiped a battle cap - come what may! The day after tomorrow =
is the big day. -In the last six months I've been letting my
nails grew (heh-heh- no mo') They're dewn to the bloody knub now,
Could I be nervous - you're damn right I am. Chow is down

and after is my watch. {Subs, look cut!)

Sixteenth Day Out Wednesday, June 13 1944

We're all set. The Captain informed the crew all the
dope about the raid. I have the 1300-2000 watch tonight which
isn't so bad., G,3, starts at 0100 and will last all night -
day and most of the next night. Chow will be served on our
sattle stations when possible. We're going in on the third
wive which will land our troops on the b=ach (Yellow) It's

%o then to zet the alrfield,

ZADIC TOEYQO ON THE AIR., I quote "The foolish
imerican forces are making a sad attempt to gain
sositlons 1n the HWarianas, but the Japs are tco
struoag for them.”

They can sure sling out a sad line of bull, Usually
it's this one gal who does all of the talking (very good English,
too}, We have nicknamed her Tokyo Rose, when we take Japan
I'm going to ram that mike up where it belongs.

Nothing much to write about now, I'm excited as hell
and wish we could get started, I may go a couple of days
without writing in this but will make it up. Securing for now -
hope everything goes as planned - Give 'em Hell Robinson!

The weather is hot but overcast - excellent conditions,
Time - 2415, Just secured from G.Q.

About an hour age, Radar got a contact dead ahead,
ranged about six miles, After having this "pip" for about five
minutes, they reported "Target fading out."™ We knew then that
gure as hell it was a sub, As soon as the Jap sub dove, I got
contact on it, range - 4000 - no doppler. We ran in for the
attack, when in about 2000 yards it changed into a stern attack
{mark down deppler). We dropped a full pattern - deep setting
and then opened range for a re-attack. Plot of radar informed
us of results made, It was a "struck" target and was now
lying dead in the water, (Huge oll slick in a shape),
The Captain, upon hearing it was a "struck" and dead sub, uvulled
in right over the spot and stopped, Wwe dropped a deep setting
all around her. The last was the pay-off,

The Robinson will shell Saipan in about seven hours
so seeing that I've got the 0400-0800 watch, guess I'1l get

_..sone sleep.
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U.S.S. ROBINSON (DD562) (Flagshin)
“Jestroyer Division One Hundred Twelve
United States Pacific Fleet lvp
PLaN Orf THE DAY FCR THURSDAY, 15 JUNE 1944
0415 Call Police Petty Officers
0425 All Hands, Call all Officers
3445 Zeneral Suarters
dreakfast served at 2attle Stations.

Lunzhn served at Battle Stations

Supper served at Battle Stations

Il. Harvey
Lieut, Comdr., U.S. Navy
Executive 0fficer

Twenty First Day Qut Monday, June 19 1944

This is a rather late entry but I've taken notes
wnile in battle so will fill this in up to date —

On the morning of the 15th (0400) general quarters
was sounded. The Robinson steamed in between Tinian and Saipan
and took her position off yellow beach, At the first shot,
old glory was two-blocked on our for'd mast. We shelled hell
out of the town and sugar refinery (a mass of ruins now),
The Japs were rather one way abou* it and fired back, 2-8'
for"d of our bew (25 yds), 3-5" after of our stern (50 yds)
The battleship Tennessee took a 5' just above her water line
amid on her starboard side. Off Nafuten Point three Jap ships
were burning, almost sunk. Off Marpi Point, the Japs wvere
picking off our Higgins boats, our planes made quick work of
them (we lost three planes on the de=l),

Cur LST's were scattered all over and Higgins boats
full of Marines were swarming cut of them towards the beach.
The guns from our battleships and destroyers were beating the
Japs away from the beach to clear the way for the boats,
(I saw seven Higzgins boats blasted from the water - we knocked
out the position that did it). We placed tanks on the beach
and started the push. QCur men and tanks were swarming up the
hill. All of a sudden the Japs opened up with their shore in-
stallations and pushed about iwice as many tanks against us. —
What a slaughter. They pushed us clear back to the beach, We
lost hundreds on the move, Standing on the bridge, looking
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through along glass, I could see our men drepping like fliss
cn the beach (a sight I'll never Iorget.)

#e were pounding out shells.like mad and finally suc-
ceeded in halting the little bastards and drove them back into
the hills. The Sound Shack was secured so all I had to do was
watch. The men on the guns were really worked, In the handling
rooms below decks the men were fainting right and left, buckets
of water were thrown in each others faces to keep them goling.
This went on for four days and four nights without securing from
£.2. In this time, I had four hours sleep, some o%thers even
iess. what a grind. A%t night we would fire by star:shells,

In a way it was a beautiful sight. All of this steady pounding
made ny ears feel as if they would burst.

The Japs were clever and wouldn't fire for fear of
“dimclosing their pesitions. Instead, they would hold them until
Loor o onportune moment.  whenever we saw & flash, we would center

~ Tive on it., The R's gunners were really on the ball,
o2 crulsers came up to assist us.  What a joke- they killed
rure o ouar men then they did the enemy until fire control put

Tnem oon the pall,

Qur fire control spotter really had a time. In getting
positions, he lost 1 Higgins beat, Z tanks - all within
a half heur. All the time, I could see our planes dive-bombing
Jap positions., (wWe lost very few.)

About the most horrible experience that happened to me
was when the wind changed. It brought this ghastly smell of
burning flesh over the water, Nothing could smell worse.

We had an alir attack one evening, Four enemy planes
flew over us, We threw everything but the "head" at them but
missed,

The following is from over our TBS, Radio:

"Hospital ships filled to capacity.”

Twelve survivors picked up from a sunken sub. {(the one we got)"
“Jap task force on its way. 2 battleships, 5 cruisers,
airecraft carriers - destroyers and destroyer escorts.,”

“"Four of our ships burning on horizon"

"Des-Pact T (c¢oncerning “bombardment -—-As—Par—-as—Trim—concerned,

the~USS.Robinsen.(DD_562.)~was. the_anly—ship~vwho~Ffired -
: Congratulations from the Admiral of the 5th Amfib, Force,"

vWe were relleved by the USS Phelps to go on transport
_escort for a few days. (A much-needed rest.) Four days and
four nights without a shower and in the same gear. Was I
filthy! 1I've been doing nothing but stand my watches and
sleep. We had an air attack last night, Three planes flew
over and dropped bombs., One landed 20 yds, off our starbeoard
bow (close shave), Damed if we didn't miss again (too fast).
the sunk one LST, otherwise there was no damage.

Nothing much to say now, Things seem very quiet and
peaceful out here (25 miles from Saipan). Score for the ship
up to now is -

1 submarine
14 shore installations
16 tanks
0il dumps and hundreds of men,



The Captzin just spoke over the inner com. - He
congratulated us all on the work we did, Get all the rest and
sleep we can and, we're expecting the Jap task force any day now.

we're now attached to the 58th task force.

Twenty Second Day Out Tuesday, June 20 1944

nad news, The night after we left Saipan, Jap torpedo
nombers struck, The USS Phelps {the one which relieved us)
+ook four 8' shells, (Not sunk) I believe a transport and a
couple of LST's were sunk.

I just heard ole Tokyo Rose over the radio sending us
sy daily cheer, According to the Japs, we've lost the damn
.+, Thelir news broadcast sald that we lost two battleships,
Lipse ororssrs and about a million cans, I found out that I'm
wilergic te pickles. Last night within three minutes my eyes
cwzlled so much that I couldn't see. Note: No more pickles!

Just received come good news, The Marines have taken
the airfield oa Saipan.

From what I can gather, we're out here to meet the
Jap task force which is on its way, Should be a battle royal.

We just fueled off a tanker. It had been hit a few days before
which left many men wounded,

Twenty Third Day Out June 21 1944

Steaming along with our division. We're still es-
corting the empty transports about thirty miles from Saipan,
Marianas. News has come that within a few days the entire Jap
fleet will steam into the Marianas, It's up to the 5th fleet
{ships now in this area) to knock it out once and for all, I
believe we're outnumbered, but we can still knock hell out of
them, It will be the largest sea battle fought in history and
will decide tne cutcome of the war in the Pacific, I'm gquite
sure we have uore wagons and carriers but about cruisers, I
_ couldn't say.

An armada of Jap planes raided Saipan last night. Three
hundred ¢f their planes were destroyed - great news. The men are
all rested now. The chow is terrible, but that is to be ex-
pected, as the ship has net received stores for quite some time.

Time tc go on watch - Jack and I have the 2000-2400.
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Thirty-sixth » Day Out July 4 1944

well, I'1ll be damned - we went up to the bridge to get read
off and instead of getting busted, they fined us fifteen dollars.
What a relief.

Seeing that this is the Fourth, we really had an excellent chow
for a change - really swell,

We're still steaming towards Saipan ~ slow but sure. That's
us with these damn transports, I wonder if we will shell Saipen
r Tinian before moving on to Guam - hope not.

I can't understand why it's so gosh darn hot., We're in =
steady swezt day and night (even the nighte are unbearable). The
vatches are doggzed tonight. Jack and I have the 8-12, a hell of

1ot better than the mid, -

S+ill can't get over how that deck court came out. Still
~dwan third- yeah mar, Time to go on that god damn watch -
: Crazy, that's me,

Thirty-seventh Day Out July 3 1944

I'm putting SoM on the logs now with great relief, What a
close shave,

We should be in Saipan about Friday. Wonder how long it will
be before we get that damn island. There hasn't even been any troop
landings in Tinian as yet. Guam shouldn't take too long - I HOPE.

My old friend Tokyo Rose is having a hell of a time trying
to broadecast. Things are so hot for them that she is rather stumped
as to what scuttlebut she can hand ocut, I believe this war should
be over 1n about a year. Certainly hope so.

Chow for some reason or cother 1s really getting better.
Eating like humans now,

Thirty-eighth Day Cut Thursday, July6 1544

At Saipan and Tinian - Marianas.

Last night we came in sight of Saipan - Marianas. Sleeging
topside, I could see the star shells being fired by bombarding
cans, wagons and carriers, This morning I looked again at the old
island. The same as when we left, except there's no more town and
blown up quite a bit more. Saipan is just about ours - next comes
Tinian. We have not fired as yet, maybe tonight.

Here we are about two miles from as fierce action ag can
be found in the South Pacific and we're not even at general guarters -
cragzy war,

1400 - just secured from G.Q. One of our airplanes sighted
a sub just off the island and about seven cans were ordered cut to
get it, us included. There were too mary ships, wakes for my money
- like locking for a needle in a haystack, Saipan is a huge sub
base and we believe they will try a break tonight. (15,00C Japs
on the tip of the island with no way of retreating). Today we
went within: five hundred hards of the beach - one shell miscsed
our bow by 25 yards. We may fire tonight - Surfaced subs, troops

"on the beach, shore installations or escaping barges.
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wWe had general quarters Trom 1900 last night to 1690 today.
The Japs have been puched Trom the town and are crowded on the tip
of Saipan. while at G.7%. thig mernirg, we noticed some men on za
coral reef about 1350 yards off the island, we couldn't tell whether
they»ﬁgﬁ; our boys or the Japs. They kept waving and signaling with
their end informed us that they were scme of our men and that they
were trapped, The U.S.5. Bryant and cur ship sent our whale boats
cver there to pieck them up - with the Japs on the bezch but 150

cyerds away, it was no easy job. VWe brought about fifteen =zbcard
sur gkip, Seven were wounded from shrapnel - one poor cevil had
2 slug In the groin and one through his arm, I just finishead

Teltinz with a couple of them, I% seems that the Japs pushed them

fpwn to *the heach where they ran cut of ammunition.  Rather then

se taken prissner, they stripped themselvas and started swimninag

Ior this veef where they signaled for help., Those Arumy boys really
salie? geared, no wonder., They've r:ally been through hell and

veach is dotted with woundsd which we can't get at -
" 1l 20 & way o die. One of the men sald that on the
N suell of dead 1= unbearaule,

T ig palling =longside to take the survivers. They have
ed, fed, and rested, I =ure don't envy those boys.

Fortieth Day Jut ‘ Saturday, July 3 1944

We're doing patrol duty now, from one end of Sazipan %o the
other, The Japs are doing very poor now. I believe thelr anmun-
ition is running low, They lay up in the hills drinking Saki by
day and at night come yelling and screaming down on cur men.

{A large per cent of them don't even have guns - just Xnives).
They Xnow they're licksd and have no way of retreat. The enemy
hasbeen hearing shells drepping on them fer the past month -
should be getting tired of it by now.

On that LCI which pulled alongside yesterday, I saw that they
had a Jap officer prisoner. He spoke perfect English and was
shooting the breeze with the soldiers on board, He probably went
10 school in the States, wouldn't doubt it a bit.

Forty-first Day OQut Sunday, July 9 ag%id

I can't figure what the hell's the matter - no g.q. for damn
near two days. We just keep steaming back and forth. The
Captain (Commander Granthem) gave a speech today. Ye told us the
resistance of Saipan is about over and that the enemy has been damn
near wiped cut.

Saipan was one of Japan's strongest forts in the South Pacific -
the toughest we've cone against as yet, The Nips have had this
iglang for ahbout forty vears and when we raided it, they had between
sixty and ninety thousand men on her. Our losses have been close
to fifteen thousand msn, too dann many.

The..Japs-have~wonen-snipers -on—the-island-and-fram what. 1
hear, they'rs_all rizghi with.a.”Brawning.automatic."
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The USS Grant sighted about 290 Japs swimming in the water,
They picked up one and took care of the rest. (Depth carze, very
effective),

The USS Rose picked up an unidentified body, A burial was
£lven at sea after pergonal gear had been removed,

Torty-second Day Out Monday, July 10 1344

Zelieve it or not, 1t's raining - what a relief,
The battle for Salpan is drawing towars an end, They threw
ze counterattacx which brought them to the town of Tanapac,
“ter close hand to haznd combzt, they wereakain cooned up in
thern %ip ¢f the island, They lost 1500 men on that move.
11le4 10,400 Japs so far{half their garrisonj)and most likelw
. vazands more Aas they try to draz thelir dead back with them.
et owith the land troops, heavy artillery and destroyers hammering
canetantly at the Nips, they're really screwed blue and tatooed,
Zreqy shore batteries at Tinlan (3 miles scuth of Saipan) have
ween glilenced by our ships, I imagine things should be well in
nand in another week. COne thing that does my heart good in knowing
that not a single Jap will leave that island alive, It seems in-
_¢credible that we could lose so many men on that damn island.

Sub centact by another ship last night - lost it,

A large amount of Japs were trapped on a coral reef last night
and we couldn't get permissicn to fire on them. God damn tre luck.

Two cans have come alongside to get some of our start shells,

We're now laying to on the southern end of Saipan -~ for what
reason I don't know. I wonder what's holding up our mail - should
have quite a stack by now. .

‘ It's hard sleeping topside now. The smcll of dead men cn the
beach 1is getting even worse - God, what a smell,

Time - 1500, Just came down from topside, I really saw a
nice sight, about fifty "“good" Japs. They were floating arcund
in the water, deader than hell, 4All were pretty well bloated up -
one Japs legs were so swelled up that his pants were starting to
rip, They must have Deen in the water for quite a while, It's
funny that the fish didn't pick them apart - smart fish,

Forty-third Day Out Tuesday, July 11 1944

The “Slow Express" just cameout, According tc the people
back in the States, Saipan has fallen %o our forces. There is still
fierce combat cn the northern tip of the island. lost of the
Japs are now fighting a different type of warfare - sniping from
trees and caves in the mountains and hills. VYesterday a Jap girl
came down a hill with two hand grenades in her hair, zpparently
giving herself up - she zot five marines on that trick



Forty-ninth Day Qut (from Haweii) Monday, July 17 1944

We returned to the transport area this morr:iing, The Captain
and the divisien commander went ashore while we again went to pairol
{rzdar and sound picket), a few miles off Saipan. We have jusi
returned and the gig has left the ship to pick up the Captain ang
Com. - the mailman wen*, also,

The scuttlebut is really flying now - it seems that either
¥ednesday or Thursday we will steam for Guam. lust be straight
£tull because I noticed about a hundred and fifty 1€7's come in
teday, It sure will he great to be on the move again, Guam srouldn'*
e ac hard as Saipan was - nothing could %e. The 77th inf. Flege
eald we were going back to Hawaii to pick up just pulled in today.
There's come dope all shot to hell,

This damn area is crawling with flies. Three guesses as to
“hey have bLeen feeding on. They're so fat they don't even
when rou swat then.

o maill - damn it.

fiftieth Day oCut Tuesday, July 18 1944

We were patroling the coast of Tinian last night. Radar
picked up a target and after €.9. was sounded, it turned ocut to be
some kind of = barge., We're in the transport area now - suppesed
to fuel and take ammunitign aboard sometime today. I'm sure we
will be leaving for Guam in a couple of days., Things are really
moving in this area. Jack and T were flguring it up vesterday -
we're 6000 miles from home - 1200 miles from Japan. I was listenirg
to a short wave broadcast from the States yesterday, really sounded
swell, "Tokyo Rose" isn't saying much nowadays. She just talks

\\about China,

Out on patrol again, This is getting tiresome, Mail was on
the beach but we were unable to get it - it's come 6000 miles and
we're unable to receive it - really makes sense.

#e took on ammunition but no fuel,

Fifty-first Day out Wednesday, July 19 1044

Just secured from Receiving fuel., 1If scuttlebut proves to
be correct we should get underway tomorrow for Guam. It's been
bombed several times by air. It's time for tke troops to move
in now. That means bombing of shore installations by the Fleet
to cover the landings of cur troops. We will most likely go in on
the first wave - as we digd on Seipan., It's always been said that
it's the Marine's that make the first landing, Not in the Marianas -

the Army hit the beach ahead of them, Out of the first three companies

of soldiers that hit Saipan, only eighteen got back alive - I'1l
vever forget watching that slaughter, a lot of young bleod was
spilled on that damn island. I was looking through the long-gless
yesterday and on one section of the beacnh you could see white crosses
dotted over hundreds of yards in this park-like area. They're still
burning those 15,000 Japs over there, We have about 1500 Jap
civilians locked up on the island - wonder why we spared them?

They say there will be snipers running loose on Saipan for the next
six mongls - plenty of places to hide,



. Fifty-fourth Day Out
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Fifty-second Day Qut

The Robinson got underway at 0830. We're escorting nine
LCI's to Guam. wWe should be there tomorrow morning. It's only
85 miles from Saipan but these ilarine boate can only steam six
kncts, wWhether we will engage the enemy or not will remain to
te ceen., At Saipan they just put the Post Gffice on the beach;
trere is 75 tons of mail there but only eizht men to scrt it
8c we didn't receive any. When we get back there should be
guite & bunch for us.

It's a little cooler out now and since we'wve left Saipan,
ve left all those damn flies with it,

Az and I have the mid-watch which isn't so hot seeing
thit eneral quarters will start in the morning.

Haven't Leen getting much sleep lately - +ired as hell.

FLifty-third Day Qut Friday, July 21 1544
e passed Rota during the night and pulled into Guam this
morning. They are really shelling it now - smoke is all over
the island. From what I heard,we will return to Saipan this
evening., It took us 24 hours to get here but only 8 to return.
LCI's held us up, I cannot understand why we're going back.
Must be because we're no longer attached to the 5th Amfib,
force, I can see that Guam is just about three times as large
as Salpan, #uch larger mountains, alsc. Cocos island is very

:\ small piece of land on the tip of Guam,

The following took place on the morning of the 21st -
time - 0300:

I've really done it this time. ILast night while on the
mid-watech, I dozed off for a moment. It was Just my luck to
have the Captain walk intec the Sound Room at the time. Of
course he placed me on report and assured me that in a short
time, I would cease being Soi3/c. He was absolutely right,
of course, and it was entirely my fault. Ky luck was bound
to run out, socner or later.

Saturday, July 22 1944

General quarters was scunded at 0830 this merning and
we commenced to shell Tinian, although this island is but three
miles west of the captured Saipan. There are supposed to be
about six thousand 8nemy troovs on it. we steamed back ang
forth firing tracers in the caves and burning cane fields, If
anything moved then the forties would open up. We secured fron
£.9. in the evening but was sounded again at 0100 the next
mornirg for abeut one hour. Then the regular condition took
over the firing. D day for landing troops on Tirian I hear,
is the 24th, Tt's for sure and certain thzat we will be in on
that. The sugar refinery and town is pretty well btlown-up -
we finished the job last night by star shells.

Hall came aboard first thing in the morning - what z relief!
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Fifty-fifth Day OQut (Hawzii
Ninty-ninth Dey Oyt (States July 23 194k

We're on partel now, just off Tinpian. The island is still
taring a pounding - both by sea and air. (Observation planes),
1 hope we don't fire today. Could use some gleep. (God Xnows
I need it after the other day).

Tonirrow troons will achore on Tinian., From what I hear
our chiin will have 2. _screening station - not bad. The battleschips
Colorado and assistifif desiroyers will do the shelling.

Jne HYundreth Day Out wonday, July 24 1okL4
Today is D dazy for Tinizn, Troops have been nut ashore on
cotr sldes of the island. The Robinsor was put on a screening -
D2t 2T the beach. Three ships were rit today - I was standing
“he tridoe watehing the vattleship Colorado ghell shore instal-
1. ~iorns when all of a sudden the Japs opened up and put akbout
“ifteen 3 tc 8 inch shells in the starboerd side. of the wagon,
Zrocking out 2-5 inch and a couple of 40's. (20 men killed -
20 Cor 40 wourded), She wae about ten thousand yards off the
cezch we fired orn the day before, we were only a thousand yards
out - wonder why they let us alone.

The destroyer Norman Scott {same class as ours) got hers
the same time as the wagon did. She received two hits. One
back aft knocking the steering gear out, the other hit the
bridge (worst place to get hit), {18 men killed, including
the Captain _ 30 men wounded)., The Cruiser (heavy) Louisville
was hit also, I didn't hear what her damage weas but they buried
her dead at sea about an hour ago. The other two ships took
theirs over to- Saipan.

While the island was under fire, I saw twe of our planes
get knocked down - one never did pull out of a dive while the
other, when it caught afire, tried to get away from the island
but had to bail out its crew, One man landed alive {for the
Japs)., This evening shore guns on Saipan kept a steady pounding
on Tinian. Must have kept the enemy busy. On the enemy island,
there are 5000 navy yard workmen and 14,000 troops,

01CO. 7-25-44, I got a sound contact. We dropped a full
pattern-medium depth on the second to the last run. Target was
doubtful,

One Hundred First Day Out Tuesday, July 25 1944
We never did find out if that was a sub or not - never

will know. We came into the transport area this roon. The

Colorado was tied up right off our beam. You can see where most

of her hits were just above her water line, She was burnt

pretty bad, mostly around the bow,

We're out on partol again, figure eights in front of Tinian.
Qurtroops, from what I hear, are having 2 hell c¢f a timpe -
sounds like another Saipan, Tinian has been one 67 Japan's
advanced Naval bases up to now., We can sure put it to good use,

1800 General quarters for shore bombardment.



one Hundred Fourth Day Out Friday, July 23 1944
(Patrol off Tinian) Ve're still on this damn patrol
off Tinian, same position and arez that those three ships gzot
emacked. They haven't put ocut those positions yet - expect to
e blown to hell any minute. Guess we were put here to draw
them out and see just where they're hidden. We were in the
transport area for about a half hour to fuel but we're back to
“he zrind again. Still no mail,

Acecrding to these guys around my rack, we should be in
the States this time next year. I sure hope so but doubt it.

Tiwe: 1303, The Japs are get%ting fresh. A large splash
landed about a 1300 yards off our stbd., beam. It came froa
Tirnlan - about an eight incher. Ve'wve now got about a third

2f the islaqd with fairly small casualties. Tinian is +he lariest

moet advanced base in the Pacific, ideal for lznd based
> Japan projer,

loe Mundred Fifth Day Qut Saturday, July 29 1344
Feneral quarters was sounded at 0730 this morning and we
commenced to shell Tinian, e now have one half of the island
which ien't bad, although we've met heavier resistance than
was planned. The Japs took pot shots at us - a couple fifty
yards off our bow and some off our beam, This ship must really
be lucky - we've had so damn many close shaves. wWe made some
good hits today - installations, dumps and oil tanks - not bad
for a days work,

I really got a start today. I was looking over the bridge
at the island when I saw a periscope., I yelled out "Submarine
off the starboard beam", HMuch to my embarassment, it turned
out to be a paravane towed by a mine-sweeper. (This small
ship blew up a mine this afternocon). G.Q. was secured at 1600,
Scuttlebut says we're taking an evacuation ship somewhere,

Most likely Eniwetck or Guam - who knows? I don't know whether
I've said this before or not, but we're the second best firing
ship in the Pacific., Not bad for a new ship,

One Hundred Sixth Day Out Sunday, July 30 1944

(Patrol - West of Tinian) I had my damn "deck" today-
zhem, Seaman Heinecke ~ that's me, I believe I can go up in
three months, which won't be so bad after all,

We steamed into the transport area for about two hours but
the guys at the post office saild our mail has been Fforwarded
to our next destination. Seeing that this evacuatidn ship is
out God knows where we're being sent now. Some scuttlebut was
going arcund that we were returning to Pearl Harbor pretty soon,

but it doesn't seem prooably - that's my idea, anyhow. Sure as
hell I'd like some mail., Host likely it will take weeks before
we get it. - Oh, this God damned war!

Still on this blasted partol duty.
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One Hundred Eleventh Day Out Friday, August & 1944

Those shell backs have staried in already. I'm now bald
headed with a few tufts of hair sticking out here and there.
And, jJjust to top it off, to add that debonair lock, what hair
there ig left is dyed stark raving red. Plus a nice red P on
my forehead (pollywog). It's only C743 now, lord knows what
else will happen. The officers are eilther serving chow or
ginging songs in the mess hall. Some of the officers are even
shining shoes for the shells, Some of the P's are even minus
their eyebrows - more damn fun - nuts!

1123, Ah, ha - der day has come - vle rebelled against the
's up on the focsl. #hat a slaughter., We turned the hoses on
en and painted their hair and faces red. The most I suffered
was a bump on the head and a welted rear elevation. The Radar
Tfiecer was put on the bow with a bed spring. He had to keep
_iins around and around yelling our contacts (hand-cuffed to
e ”“Flﬁ~) The doctor had 2 swabbing job up forward while
Zliaz "line sweeper".

o
—
L

—

I had to scrub the deck with a tooth brush while a fire

“oge was full in my face - oh, am I sore, Tomorrow is the day
we really zet it!

We passed the small island of Kusaie. I believe it is
bare of troops,

One Hundred Twelfth Day Qut

I'm now a shellback, but after what I went through I don't
know whether it wes worth it or not, They lined us all up in a
row and wetted us down with a saltwater hose - then up a ladder
to receive ten swats with a canvas club (wet). We were then put
before the judge for our hearing (more swats). We, of course,
pleaded guilty to being pollywogs so we all had to kiss the
baby's belly which had grease on it, {a fat shipe). When you
put your head down, he pushed it in your face. Then I sang a
song for the Xing and received a pill (bitter)} from the doc.
After this came paint, grease, and graphite in my hair (what's
left) face, mouth, eyes and chest, Then we ran the length of
the ship, gettingz swats all the way - last, but no least, we
crawled through a 20 foot canvas bag full of grease and our
own hair receiving pelts all the way. Wwhat a mess and am I
sore - Shell back - great stuff, Wy -——— is as red as a beet!

One Hundred Thirteenth Day Out Sur.idzy, August 6 1544

Thank gosh, we're across the Equafor, after four showers
the paint has at last come off. The barber trimmed my hair
down ever (skir. head).

We should hit Guadalecanal in a few days - then on to the
New Hebrides to get rid of this evacuation ship which has been
astern of ug ever since we left the Karshalls or rather, Salpan,
Now that we're in the Southern Hemisphere, you can really
notice the change - it's hotter than hell, frequent rains, znd
the ocean at times is like glass. Sunsete cut here are really
bezutiful and the moon at night is huge.

Saturday, August 5 1544

La)
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One Hundred Seventeenth Day Out Thursdeay, August 10 1944

I went ashore early this morning to the other side of
Noumea to the hospital. They straightened my glasses out in a
few minutes, S0 instead of coming right back to the ship, I
broke libverty - Christ, what a stinking burg. All the people
speak French or very broken English. llost of the people on the
island are ratives, The men are way over six feet tall with
wzir about a foot long (straight up). If they are single, they
dye it red and if married they leave it black. Wwhat a sight
to see those damn mugs running around with that red hair, Couldn't
~=¥e out so hot local guail - they talk too fast for my limited

French. Jaybe next time!

The Rohinson is well xnown in thls country now. All
lizer<y parties have come back stinking drunk on this native
~ine - three shots and you're cut cold - tastes awful, The first
‘rotion beat hell out of the S.F.'s and got tossed in the brig -
e 'va coning Lack now.

‘£ 15ars like there may not be any liberty tomerrow Lecause
hin damr near tore the town apart. we're the only Amerlcan
iv iy this area at the precent - ashore you see plenty

rench szilcre, MNew Zealand soldlers, Australian scldiers
{vrhite and black), Navy vaves and Waacs and God knows what else.
mhe town is the same as it was five hundred years ago. Same
forts, bulldings and houses, The churches are modern and really

beautiful.

They say this native brew will kill ‘you if you drink
enough of it and I don't doubt it a damn bit, As soon as you
cet a couple of shots in you, you want to lick the world., After

[~

two drinks of that stuff, I'll quit for the day.

U.S.S. ROBINSON (DD562) (Flagship)
Destroyer Division One Hundred Twelve
United States Pacific Fleet

9 August 1G44

Executive Officer's Memorandum to the Crew;

1. All hands on board must stay in complete uniform of the dszy.
Pull suit of dungarees, white hat and regulation shoces.

2, ™No hell raising or foolishness of any sort will be tolerated
ashore or on board. Any violation willl be dealt with severely.

3, Liberty parties must be in clean uniform, regulation shces and
also beards must be trimmed.

4%, NO INIVES WILL BE CARRIED ASHORE.

M. HARVEY
Lieutenant Commander, UEN
Executive Officer
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The Tive PUD'e (attack transports) we're escorting, carry
underwater demclitiorn squads, These men are to cleer =n area
coral reefs so the Marines and Army can land.

cno Hundred Fiftieth Day Out Tuesday, Sept 12 13944

sarters was sounded at 2300 last night. CQur

v el o recistance whatsoever when we steanmed

vhe island, 4% the crack of dawn, the tattleshine
apened Zire with thelr 14 and 16 inch guns (12

ros the 2each, out of our 5-inch range). we

cluimp zo far - can't see the damtage so well from
wne zhell fire froo the island pessed over our

iout a handred yards zhezn of us - Lum shote,

cg. 0815 thin sovning nut exnect it ggaln suon.

Tvnotislers ecrashed into each osther last night - slight

wo of the 7.0.D.,'s crashed just a few hours ago. OCne of
2s sunk - all hands saved,

3.Q, will be sounded at% 0930 so will secure this for now -
belisve we're going to firve,

1730 - Qur division and a couple of cruisers went into
ecreen and to draw fire from the demolitiocn squads as they laid
charges in the reefs of Peleliu., while the men went to their
objective, we maintained a »ansid fire over their heads up and down
the beach with cur fives and fortys. The Japs are smart, They're
not dizclosing any of their positions yet - they always wait
until the troops start landing, We went in within 600 yards of
the reef, I believe that the Japs, like at Tinian, could have
hit us bad but they're holding back until D-day. The men in the
boats received some machine gun fire znd we some 2 inch shells
zbath of us., I can cee a Jap plane on the shore that had heen

kEnocked down earlier. We spotted another on a small fiel3, apparently

in good condition - we left it burning. It sure was interesting
to watch our gunfire mow the palm trees down. I was watching one
largze tree when we bowled it over, who should come tumbling from
the top but a Jap spotter. Japanese gunfire got so heavy at one
tine that our boats had to retreat but went right back after a
few salvos from cur guns.

Peleliu is quite a bit different fronm Saipan or Tinian which
have hills and valleys., This island is more like Guadalcanal
or Bougainville because of the land belng so level, very thick
Jungle. Peleliu has about 4 thousnnd troops while Ngeshus, about
two miles from. Peleliu has 20 thousand,

Cne Hundred Fifty First Day Out Wednesday, Sept 13 1344

General guarters was sounded at 29530 this mcrning. We steamed
in and commenced fireing on Peleliu, Flege and I were rezlly
ept busy - we had to give ranges of the reef and the depth
every 15 seconds, I was able to g0 out on the bridge every so
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often so I saw everythinzg. The Japs fired at 2 cruieer but shot
over it and damn near hif us. Once while changing our position,
about 15 zhells followed our wake right around in 2 circle -
close. The island is under a constant fire from the Fleet.

Trom the looks of things, i don't believe our troops will have
such a bad tine on D-day. Seecured froan g.g. at 1130,

3. was gounded at 1245 for shore bombardment azain, The
ion crews went in again, this time to se% the charges off.
eight - 1t threw water five hundred feet in the air,

are Two paths now cut in the reef for the landing party.

“e crews finished their work they cane along side on their
¥ to their own shipe to thank us for our fire sunrport.
2lly %ake my hat off to *hose guys - they did a damn gocd

congratulated Flege and I on our good job on
orzter - a good day,

- The Japs just Znocked down one of our planes - the

One Handred Fifty Second Day Out Thursday, Sept 14 1644

We just lost a ship, the U,S.S. Perry, which is an 4.
It hit a mine just off ihe beach., ulost of the men were saved,

5.3, was sounded at 0530. Secured at 0900,

We're on a screening station now. We're covering a couple
of eruisers and battleships,

5.3, at 1245 for shore bombardment. The demolition crews
again went ashore to put the finishing touches on the break,
Everything is gset for tomorrow,

Secured g.9. at 1600, Back on our screening station.

U,5.5. ROBINSON (DDs562)

PLAN OF THE DAY FOR FRIDAY, 15 SEPTELERR 1944,

0430 All hands

0500 Breakfast for 1st section

0525 Breakfast for 2nd section

2550 Breakfest for 3rd section

0730 General quarters for shore bhombardment

0800-0930 Shore bombardment
03130 HOW HOUR

Oglg (About) Secure from general quarters
1100 Lunch for. 2nd section

11235 Lunech for 3rd section

1150 Lunch for 1st section

1300 Turn to. Scrub down all weather decks
1500 fnock off work

1702 Supper for 2nd section

1723 Supper for 1st section

1730 Supper for 3rd section

2100 Lights out

1. HARVEY
Lieltenan*t Commander, USH
Executive Officer




One Hundred Fifty Third Day Cut Friday, Sept 15 1944
D-day for Peleliu - Palau Islands., How (0) Hour — 0320

General quarters was sounded at 0700 as we pulled into
basition off shore. Zero hour was 92330 for the invasion, Coming
topside this morning, I was surprised at the number of transports,

A 2.Ms, L,C.I's, and destroyers that were here. They all came
ast night., Just at dawn, we lost a plane., It was shot down
lanes., The men aboard never had a chance, The amfib. tanks
£) poured ashore with the heaviest naval fire gsupport I'wve
szen, They hit fthe beack but were turned back to sea again
nc ovape.  ATTer continual naval fire and bombing by planes,
ne larines again went in, This time they stuck. I saw some
the boats blown clear out of the water, but every time the Japs
a2, we would see and Slow out the position. We did some
vzellent shooting today, really on the ball,
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tivnlaraes dive-tombed the island all day. They would dive
o the zmoke -~ strafe or bemb and then zoonm up again.

vzr pulled sut - lord knows how many we lost. Ve fired

on Peleliu and secured at 125, when we left cur position
we wera %50 yards in on all the beacheS. Now that we're in the
wwtack fleet, we won't hanz around like in the past - hit and move
one  Ffrom what I heay, we Will pafrol for ten days and then move
cn o Yap of the Caroline Islands.

-

From one source, I hear we are going back to the Statee and
from another that we will spend Chrestmas in Australia. I believe
I prefer the latter - when we hit the States, I want to stay
there,

We have withdrawn with battle wagons and cruisers, but will
teturn in the morning for shore bombardment,

One Hundred Fifty Fourth Day Out Saturday, Sept 16 1944

General Quarters was sounded at 1745 this morning for shore

vombardment. This time we concentrated cur fire on machine gun

. nest, caves, and anything that even looked like an installation.

i e shelled the island all morning and secured g.q. at 1130, e
! then laid to and let the greener distroyers fire.

Our division commander made four striper - full Captain.
—._Not bad, Hr. 0'Comey is off the 0'Bannon which went down - belay
that - damn near went down last year.

We're on patrol now, Guess we will have it all night,

One Hundred Fifty Fifth Day Out Sunday, Sept 17 1944

Nothing much deing today, We were supposed to fuel and take
ocn ammunition today but we didn't. We need 1500 pounds of A.A.
common, phosphorous, and 40 mm., common. UYe're never supposed
to 2o below a hundred thousand gallons of fuel but at the present
time we have but twenty thousand, Seeing that we can't have
movies in these waters, we now have re-breoadcast records cof
several programs from the States which we play up on the forscastle.
1% sure is nice to cool off évenings, listening to those familiar
stations. We're very close to the equator which gives us waters
as smooth and reflecting as a lake, beautiful sunsets, and sufferable
weather,



W\

e

I hear we hit Yap in abou® a week. Then I believe we have

about a month raet coming te uz - provably Eniwetok, Espiritu,
or MNoumea,

dne Hundred Fifty Sixth Day Qut sionday, Sept 18 1644
#e refueled underway today from a tanXer. 0On our screening
wtrol we lef't Peleliu and stezmed 200 miles toward Yap but awe
w headed back, The days are getting hotter now, the ocean
calu with very litile breeze go the sun beats down and almost

mothers you,

L]
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I wonder when we will receive mail!

our rest nericd I hope we o to Eniwetok -

Ine Hundred Pifty SeventhDay Cut Tuesdey, Sept 19 19Li
vWe sacured Irom Patrosl and commenced to take on =some much

needed ammuniticn. We had just started =znd had taken about a

tenth of the powder when we had orders to shove off, The transport

we were taking this ammo from at the time was also loading up

& cruiger on the other side, Immediately after sunset, we started

firing star shells over this island, Angaur, I believe = There

was quite a bit of Japanese resistance and cur boys neededlight

20 they zot it - one every ten minutes from dusk to dawn,

Tomcrrow an admiral 1s supposed to come abaard. We're
taking him some place up North - Babelthaup is the name (wonder
who dreams up these names?)

There was an air-raid seventy miles north of us.

One Hundred Fifty Eighth Day oQut Wednesday, Sept 20 194k
Tris morning the rear admirzl cezre sboard, bringing his

staff with him - a vice-zdmiral, couple of commanders, lieutenants,

ensigns, and even a chief. We reached our destination, Rabelthaup,

an island of 20,000 Japs, a large town, and airfields. We're

net golng to take this island. 1Instead, we're trying te isolate

it (a few bombings here and there %o kee; the airstrips krocked

cut, gas and oll on the crops to starve them into submission.)

This island is on the Palauz group just sevesty miles north of

Peleliu., At present, there is a seaplane base here but plans

are being made to make a huge Fleet anchorage. The braid came

up to look it over. We pulled alongside an ammunition ship

here and took en ammunition, All filled up now, This ammo ship

wag in the raid last night - damn near go® hit. we pull out

in the mornimg,

Cne Hundred Fifty Ninth Day Cut Thursday, Sept 21 1%4%

We left Babelthaup at dawn this morning after placing the
goldbrald aboard a plane bound for Australiz, the lucky dogs.
we're back at Peleliu now doing figure eizhts - patrcl duty.
The latest dope now is that we're not going to Yap but our next
objective will be Mindanao Island located in the Philippines.

Anguar Island has fallen to our forceg but Peleliu remains
to be taken.




We have secured from our patrol stztion {dusk) and have
“zken our positicn fFf PFeleliy Top right firing of star shells.

Jne Yuadred Sixtieth Day 0ut Friday, Zept 22 1944

#e Tired star shells all night until dawn. General guarters
v2g gounded at 0700 this morning for shere bombardment on Peleliy.

all day, we ate dinner on our battle stations,
could and at long laet, we secured from g.q. in
5. The Rotinson hao been firinz more than any other

A
dectireorer arcund her - they want 2 good ghip for this tack -
et

Srem o gcuttlebut I hear we will be leaving within a few days.
T oeary we will cteam towards Mew Gulnea,
St Fundred Sixty first Day-cout Saturday, Sept 23 1944

T2, wag sounded at 0745 this morning for shore bombardment
cozin on Peleliu - what a grind. Wwe're doing damn good work -
“tarnle, instellations, ete. Secure .G, 8t 1200,

Hot damn - mail came aboard,
I received ten letters today -~ not bad,
we're on standby fire tonight, I hope we can make it

through the night without £.4. being sounded,

from one g.q. we went to the other within a few minutes, The

Japs on Peleliu had these new planes in crates and put them

together under cover - which was why we didn’t pick them up on
L radar., P.S, The damn planes got away - took us by surprise,

(ﬁ Just secured from twe air raids. AS so0o0n as we secured

One Hundred Sixty Second Day Qut Sunday, Sept 24 1944

( f/’ Good hunting today. General quarters was sounded at 0400
this morning - awbout twenty barges full of Jap reinforcements
\ and ammunition tried to sneak into Peleliu from another island
} up north, Radar picked them up about a mile from the Peleliu
| beach - just like shooting ducks in the water. we turned our
i ¢ search lights on and fired star shells over them - it really
i lighted up the area. When a five inch projectile hits a barge
. ,‘,f . full of Japs or ammunition, it doesn't leave a hell of a leot.
“f\ % i #while this was going on, aznother Japanese seaplane tried to
‘1. escape. We blew hell out of 1t, "4 very profitable morning!"

; %We got underway and we're not at the anchorage off ZBabelthaup
. { to again take on ammunition - we use it up fast, Wwe've beer
' loading all day but have now secured to continue in the morning,

One Hundred Sixty Third Day Out” Monday, Sept 25 1244

] We just secured from receiving the rest of the ammunition
f and are now re-fueling.

I think we're having a swim call today.
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211 the ships =re hers
to here by now for meat - n

ne Zundre?

Seventy Fifth Day - Jut Saturday, Qct 7 1944

alongside the U.2.Z. Piedmont.

€ going on or doing right naw,
e

! e
bl
¢ off and on but otherwise we Just

& bBeer brouzht u) %o completensss as far as
alrs 2r: concerne’d
iz Zetiting vermer every dzy,
Aoas Covrroeter TDiardiy Maer A L+ Sd".lda", CC+ Q 19'{'__
2 vty Sinth Do 0u ; L4

o gfomething about the officers'
e} for the movie, leaving tre
rien, {(3ulec and regulations

g2, ~ moviss alb oard shlo are for enlisted men. Qfficers may
come upon invi<tation from the crew)., So, - last nizht not an
enliegted man showed up - inecluding CP2's. Just the officers,
movie operator and focsle sentry. The Officers were the laughing

gtock of all the other ships around us., I guess it really burned

them up.

The dope now 1s that we leave the 12th.
Ofie Hundred Seventy Seventh Day Qut tlonday, Qct 9 1944
Liberty on iManus today.

Fitz and I went to Duffy's Tavern (a shack) and had some
beer, then swimming. It sure is a =swell place for swimming but

that's about all, I found some cat-eye shells in the sand, that's
what a large number of men do when they go there., e call it
Manus, actually it’'s a small island just off farus. It's used

as a recreatlon center for enlisted men off ships.
drink all the veer you want, basedball, football, handvall, fights,
sw1mm1ng or just sleep It has a fairly large tavern called
Duffy's Tavern where the beer is issued cut., Not bad - not good.

You can

The rest of the stores have come aboard,

One Fundred Seventy Eighth Day Qut Tuesdsy, Oct 10 1944

We leave the day after tomorrow - Philippines bound. This
is going to be a long operatlon. Probably run into months.

Onz thing is for sure znd that's that we will be seeinz = hugze
sea battle. -

I zure am seeing the Pacific. Philippines next, then
prcebadly China etc, - Japan!

All the crew is getting plenty of rest.
be needing it soon.

I believe we will

Movies tonight.




v

P s
U

~

1
R

w

o

_J
\
;

One Hundred Eighty Pifth Dsy Qut Tuesday, Oct 17 194k
ZDinazat Island:: Philippines,

A% 1000 last night we started to steam ahead at flank speed
nto the wildest storm I've yel to see, 1t was an overcast night
nd vou edouldn't see your hand before your face it was so dark,
~ wag so rough it actually flipped three depth charges from
*helr racks, mern were thrown from their racks in all compartmente.
Ome of the erew, Deklker, was *hrown from the torpedo deck to
“te waln deck breaking his back - he is in pretty bad shape now,
unal “0 mava, At 0407 the U.S,S, Robinsen, and Y,S.S, Ross,
© P00 and nine sweepers steamed onte the island, firing
“2 teach. It sounds crazy, that, but a handful of ships
actuzlly the firet to nit the Philiopines, but that's j

e fact that we met no return

i
a
-
I

b

Y happened, strancer gtill is the F
vz Ivom the heach - the storn was too large o enable the
~=22 tTo lauach airrlznes or sgend curface craft - what a2 bresh
! Jor duty is to clear an area of mines in 35 hours (the
A *Toin Tell of them)., We'wve neen at it all day - secured Z.3.
o Tt'e vaining o hard you 2an hardly stand on your feet

wapt off.

One Hundred Eighty S£ixth Day Qut ¥Wednesday, Qct 18 1344
Leyte, Island: Philippines,

In destroying mines during the gtorm we loet three mine
sweepers - most of the survivors were found z2nd picked up.
The bay is almost completely swept now., "Battlewagens znd crulsers
have nsw cene in to bombard Leyte. The island is very lerge
with huge mountains - nice lcoking country. There are over 200,000
people there, of which 40,000 zre Japs, No return fire from %his

-~ beach either. Ilust be hiding in the mountains,

Dekker was put aboard the battleship Pern, for surgical
attention.

The Japs expected us to strike at Mindanao, but this seems
like too much surprise, It's rumored tha* the Philinos have
formed in bands which ccntrol secticns of the islend, which

_makes 1t a hell ¢f a lot easier for us,

1.

We've been at general quarters almost steady since we arrived
here - cculd use some shuteye.

1300 - zir raid,

One Hundred Eighty Seventh Day Qut Thursday, Oct 19 1044

- Ceneral quarters all last night. Fowr Japs flew over,
dropping their bombs - missed and ran like hell, One plane
dropped a bomh between uc and the cruiser Homolulu. The Jap
Yollowed the bomb, beirz hit by our own plane. The crew isn't
getting heardly any sleep, I'm sure tired, We're retiring from
this area now. We're irn charge of -one group of 4,if,'s while
the Ross tikes the rest of then.

Cur sieter ship, the U.5.S., Ross (DD 563) just hit a mine,
tearing out her for'd engine room causing a list of 7 degrees,

~They're going to ram the beach to keep %er afloat, —%

In making a turn, she just hit znother amidships, causing
a2 1ist of 143 degrees. They've lost 21l power throughout the ship.
Rescue boats are on their way to assist her. ™he Ross ig unable
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cat with tke 2id of gurpe.
v,  They fired 211 1C

to mzke the beach but is staying afl
Humi £ killed or wounded is inkrc

to take off weight!
L=}

Enexy cazircreft approaching — z.q,

Tomelulu kit (terpedo).

dne Munfred Bighty Eighth Day Cut Friday, Qcioter 20
Adroattack last night - z.q. all aight.

task force stemmel in this morning., The landing

: started - we've Zezn oombarding all day on leyte,
ec mel car troops to ascier thea in any way. IResisiznce
Lz Jep torpede vomvers flew in, Cne lzunched a
crulrer U.S.2, Yonsclulu in the bow.

the beach to keep her afloat - Jamapge is bad!

Jur ftriopsz took 1000 yards of the beach in twenty minutes,

The Poblneon's luck is still running strong - on the rnight
¢l the storm we were operating in the area the Ross gov hit.
. i we had hit a mine that night, we would have sunk in a metter
L \of seconds and all rands would have been lost in that storm.

k‘ vien who were killled aboard the Ross have just been buried
-at sea. I have some good friends aboard her — ?

One Hundred Eighty Ninth Day Out Saturday, Cct 21 13544

The Japanese raid us every morning and night, We're lucky
1f we get four hours sleep in twenty four!!

The Ross was hit again last night - this time by a bomb,
killing™more than twenty men, Lord Xnows how many wounded and
dead are aboard now,

An Australian crulser was bombed this morning, knocking
~out the bridge - why in the hell do they always hit the bridge?
{ £.q. station!) .

Two Japanese zero's came in flying low over all the ships
in this bay - they were co low everybody thought they were ours.'
They dropped two bombs off our beam while flying at 300 feet,
(h_ only one man {20 mm., on fantall) opened up - he just barely missed.
-0n the bridge, I could see the markings on them as they flew oveér-
whew!

Hchrthur just went ashore - he gave a snmeech over the

radio direct to the States, #hat a sad line of flag-waving
that Zuy handed out about this engagement - our herc! R2ah, Rah, Zzh.

Cne Hundred Ninetieth Day Out - Sunday, Cct 22 1944
Alr raid last nitht - two bombers came -~ two knccked down,

Lir rald this morning - one torpedo plane deme - cne shot
down,
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. we were on the alert all last night. Japznese task force is
supposed to have .zotten through Tack Force 53 and heeded this wey.
“e're ready for a sea batitle at a moment's notice.

we refueled from the vattleship California this moning.
(s

one of cur planes was Knocked down this noon. He crached
rizht in front of us - we plcked up the pilot,

T think the Roes war hit egaln - I'a not sure, though,
£4111 very much in our favor. The

sress. This optraticn splits the
sood move.

andrad Nincty First Dzy lut donday, Qct 23 1554
Soms aore transports were bombed last night; 1 plane knoched
ot
Lfter this morning's alr rald (1 plane shot down) - things

celmed down for a change, ZEvery morning we have to get underway
‘ and lay a smoke screen when the Japs ccme - same thing at night...
f Today between watches, I got the best sleep since we came here -
four strailzht hours.

‘ The empty transports and some sweeps are supposed to leave
' towmorrow, leaving only warships here.

g Some Filipinoes came alengside today in a dugout. They
waved, shouted and jabbered away, trying to tell us how glad they
were to see us, They sure are little guys.

a (j In last night's omoke screen, the battleship Tenn rammed

i and sunk a carge ship.
P

O 3czeys (airplanes - enemy% are showing up early tonight. C.2.)

dne Hundred Ninety Second Day Out Tuesday, Oct 24 194
i In last night's air-raid the rotten Japs bombed and strafed
a large Hospital ship full of wounded men - 1t was clearly marked
i~ with crosses, etc,

The U.S5,5, leutze, a destroyer we've been coperating with
since the larianas was hit this morning by z bomb, starting
a fire. It was put out with smell damage, killing only two men.
4 transport was alsc sunk., About a 100 Japanese came over this
timne -~ 1 shot down.

; Mhe U.S5.S5. Robinson is now Sguadron Flagship.

Eﬁ The carrier, U.S,S, Princeton, was just sunk by enemy
IR plenes., This is it! The Japanese -fleet is arriving tonight.
%5 . They are coming from jilndanao, up the channel to Leyte.

o —

Japan: 2 battleships, 2 heavy cruisers, 7 destroyers.
USH ¢ 5 battleships, 7 cruisers, 15 destrorers.
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going to be o fight - our Tirstsea enzagement,

fundred Minety Third Day Out Wedresdzy, Qct
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Sea Zngazement; The Za%tle of Surigao Strait,

“eneral guariers wac sounded at 1820 last night to engage
She eneny, Thinking bach o it seems like an unresl dream.

& Southern Fleet left the Zelebes tc Steam up the
alts, their purpose was to hit cur force statiocned
e Zulf), Their forece consisted of 2 battleship
& ctreyerc, Cur force consisted of ¥ hatitlews!
T egt Yircinia, larland, Tennecses, and
. cerg {1 was Australiar) znd 12 destroyers,

Robinccn's 112th Divisicn.

« wags gounided our force formed our battle formetian,
Ied the left flank). Then it wes lFours of waiti
rez2lly sete on your rerves! The night was pitch black -
were the eyes of the ships - lookouts were helpless, £t
the enemy came - left full rudder - all ahead flank. The
wagons and crulsers hung back to furnish surface fire to cover
the destroyers, whose job was to steam right under

the Jap's noses to fire their deadly torpedoes, then fall hack
and retire, The sound gear was put in standby due to high speed
€0 I was able to watch from the flying bridge. The heavier
skips now had cpened up - you could see thetracers from the
shells being exchanged, It did my heart good to

see the shells explode on the decks of the enemy ships, We were
5tlll steaming at flank speed towards the enemy, a hit to the
left, OQur guns were silent to help from disclosing our pesition.
L starshedl burst cead ahead of us, lighting us up in full view.
The Japanese, discovering us, turned some of their secondary
fire on us (5 inch}, I felt the butterflies in my belly when

I was three salvos (23 shells in each) - come sailling toward "us"
and you know there isn't a thing you can do except watch with
vour fingers crossed, They sziled over us - hitting one of our

division astern on our pori quarter - the U,S.S. Grant. It looked
like sulcide but we still kept going in closer to our objective,
our wagons were layling our a barrage that was beautiful., we '

were almost at firing range and at each count a fish would slide
from our tubes, - Objective: - A battle ship. ({Two or more hit,
and the wagon sunk), Then those wonderful words, "retire"

Slared out, we were poing so fast it was almost impoeeible to
turn around so we swung to the left, laying out a smoke screen
(the enemy was within sight). While making this wide turr, Iand
loomed up dead ahead, The Skipper yelled out "port Engires,
emergency stop, left full rudder”. I gzrabhed onto the bulkhezd -
I would have sworn we were going aground. We could easily make
cut the features of the island in the dark. We were so close I
could gee the trees, rocks, sand, ete. I ran into the csoundroon
to take a fathommeter reading - Zers! As we veered away from
land, our screws threw up sand and mud., It was aglcloze tegoling
ground as was possible - lucky azain., It was all over almacot

as goon as it started. Ve're one of few destroyerz who have ever
made a torpedo attack on a battleship - and lived o talk abous
it. I cannot understand how a ship can be go lucky, Our force
sunit the enemy fleazt down to the last destroyer, Our losses

were the U,5,5, Grant damaged - she's still afloat. Wwhile we

were malking our attacl, the enemy's Morthern fleet, consisting

£ % cruisers and about 10 dectroyers came zaround Samar to strile
vz rear. They would have, if it wizn't for those threo gallant
gstroyers who made 2 suicide torpede runs to stop them.

~
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breg deetroyers wire gunl {very few survivoss) but nct
leaving thelr "fich" ir +he cneny. Two of the desirovers
U.S.5, Yows and the ',2.%, Sell, They saved our

they .ere eszcorting, Cnly cone carrier was sunk -
recelved minor 2amage. The Japanese lost 2 oruice-g and =
rers,  The I the flset retreated.
dawn broue, was standing on the port wing of the brid.e
steaned by a wnEe of wreckage. Among this mass were
sut thres hundred Jan gurvivors - de (3DD'e) steanmed oy
the 1.zt dectroyer put soue rudder on and 2lowed through
»} Ther order:z camt over <he TIS to piek thex uap so
22 oach U3 them and laid 4z, we whisztled and wavec
tridze for then to eome abscard while *he wern o “he
fluzned inives and invited them aboard - none seenmesd o
ace Tt Japs nesrsst our ship (adout 3 feet) pulled
b zind glarted cutting their throzts., There wos
£e we togssd lives %o then, e filnzlly o+
cfuzed, Yoo wnlted mround for a while longer,
The rect uf Tthe curvivors were disposed
ant machine sons - they can't say we 2ida't
ving z2ir raids all day - tco daunn many Jap
8 place,
One Hundred Ninety Fourth Day Out Thursday, Cct 26 1944

I've had about 6 hours sleep in the last 5 days and nights -
the future doesn't look any brighter,

Alr attacks are steady - not enough air support., They hit
one of our destroyers today. It went down in 20 seconds, fFew
survivors, the crew never had a chance or enough ‘time to get
away, Alrcraft hit some of our smaller units - damage is unknown.

We're expecting the Japs to hit us again by sea - {don'+%
tell me we have to go throuzh that again?), I'm so tired I
really don't sive a damn any more.

Our Jap prisener can speak a little English but won't!

We gave him a shower and got the oil off him, then gave him
chow, He seems satisfied,

195th Day Out friday, Cct 27 1944

Our Torce is s5till in forma*ion. Ve Just cruise around
and wait. A Jap task force is still expected.

We fought through 2 large air raid last night. Some of our
ships were damagsd, 7 Japs were shot down.

I sure feel a lot better. Got 6 hours sleep last night.
The Crew is really taking all this cwell. ‘Ue'we had one
man zo cravy and he is in *he States »v now. liaybe he wasn't
=1 y J o
g2 egrazy after =211,)

We got rid of our prisocner today - it's about time,

I'm so blasted tired I feal like a machine. Damn this rotten
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It lools like +this Jap %tack force isn't coming, after all,
e have enough here ftoput up a dann good fight, even if it's

r that they suinunber us.

S.8. Abner Reed pulled in today. A& large amount o7
nt abosrd her in San Francisco for a six-day cruise.
degtroyer as ours,

Z37%M Day tat Wednesday, YWov 1 13%
A gw; o stary cut the new month - two
leros
2, Uil Buch, Ammen and Claxton, were
£t rai anese have chamged their for:
- uleide ng now, They carry a 500
203 1 ship, Then, after picking
- 2ive alght down toc crash cn the ship.
z hell ubeJ never seen %o notice, The

. wat rlg h‘ alongside o us a2bout 3000 vards on our star-

2 ;ua“ter. Two ZSarpedos just wmissed her, a disabled plznec
for her, landing in her wake. As if all this wasn't enoagh,
2 530 paund bomb landed a little left of her bow (port)} - the
Hhrauqel blew a series of holes inher side. (ne was big enough
to drive a truck through, 15 killed, 14 wounded. The Ammen

had a stack clipped off by a plane and half of the other. T
don't know the nature of the damage aboard the Claxton and Sush,
All four destroyers remained afloat,

S

II. As soon as we secured from the first raid, the Japs
came over again, The U,S.,S, Abner Reed was steaming along beside
us on our starboard beam when the raid started, I was watching
from starboard wing when this Japanese plane started his dive.

It came so fast, it seemed like the reed hardly had time <o fire -
when it was about 300 feet above her, machine guns were the

only weapon they could use. The plane exploded about 20 feet
above the ship, spreadinv burning gas all over the decks,

blowing up three magazines, The ship went down in less than 15
mlnutes. How mnany got off, I don't know - it sure looked bhad,

just roaring flame.

Dugout Dug (MacArthur) is sure ~---ing the fleet. ‘We're
not getting any alr support at all - except when the raid is over!

them: Flash! — J.C, Heinecke S1/c, made his rate back
today — SoM3/c again,

201st Day Qut Thursday, Nov 2 1944

The damn Japanese alrforce is still giving us a bad time,
LiEybe I'm wrong but it sure looks Fishy - every time we secure
from a raid the sky is full of P-33's, always when the fight
is over. I haven't seen a dog fight out here yet The Navy Air
corps 1s really deing the fighting bu®t we haven't enough of them,

It zives you a odd feelinu to gee the rhips around you beinz
hit - you wonder why you vereq t picked out also, Ledy Luck is
still with us! I sure don't go for this suicicde stuff.

Qur force has been cut down a bit but we're still a fast,
hard~hitting outfit,

=
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Je will kave to take on stores oretty soon. VWe're zluost
out of chow - beaas are coming too olten,
Juet secured from an alr attack. The Japs are keeping clcse
tzur cnous.  Plezsent fellowe,
we're still steaninz zlong with the mmin task force.
Thie Australian crulsex reslly has some gosd radar gear.
Treyt're zlweys first to report hogseys.
IRt on sut Thureday, Yov 14 12
2z left the Statecs ceven montho today.

Tlew over agmrin *his acrning but were driven o272
. slance {Navy, of coursg),
"o ouspored to sot relieved this morninz., Here's
.2l Zeme suoard this afternoen - 34 eacks.

21602y out Friday, Nov 17 1944

The Robinson had some good hunting last night -

k!

L11 hands were enjoying;their mail when the Japs decided
to bust it up. General quar ers was scunded so we ran to our
statlone. It was just turniag dark. & hospital ship was about
2 mile from us so it's lights showed us up. (A hosplital ehip

1

carries no guns and never steams with warships,
does not darken ship but looks like 2 Christmas t
Nig comes ln on

At night she

ree), This ole

Nlp

our sharboard beam -

cuts arcund our bow and

DOr+ side,

then it was 3800 yards

it cut loose

) dives in on our
the Jap ie now enjoying the company of his hcnorable ancestors!
The Japs didn't bother the hospital ship this time. It's the
same cne that was bombed and strafed when we had an earlier
raid,

we may get underwzy tomorrow!

"217th Day Out

A
=

Saturday, Nov 18 1944

- we're underway - bound for ianus, Admirslties.
hear
Time

Then

Froa what I
for a few days.
take on stores.
Luzon - nute.

(scuttlebut) - we will only be in .lanus
enough to make our emergency repalrs and
Tack to the Philinpines to hit Cebu or

steaming along wlth the U.S.S. Czalifornie, 3 crulsers
AustraTlan), and 5 destroyers.

The weather is getting warmer.
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Day Out

new -

o

{” Nothing

G L)

Jjanue - Admiralties)
¢
— thres gleeves down - not bad at all,
—

We've

movies on the foc'sle.

and a P,C. were alongside at the time,

221st Day Qut

od we're setitins stores smoon -
V.

sore recreation in

Just before coming in an ammunition ship blew,

There

Second egection recreation party today.

Just came baclk from liberty.

the

Sunday, Yov 19 1944

£till gteaning along at 15 knots towards

chow ig aluoo*

enday, Wov 22 1350

the Tif<h

tine -

Tuesday, Nov 21 13544

#hile in gight of land we had tarpet practice - we knocke?

We're tied up alongside the tender Piedmont in Seeadler bay.

taken on =z largze amount of stores - more tomorrow.

A destroyer
were about three

men left alive from 211 three ships - that's the way it goes.

Wednesday, Nov 22 134/

Had a few beers at Duffy's

Tavern and wenrt swimming - I have a feeling I may be needing

the experience soon!

The crew of our ship and another can got in 2 fight on the
beach and on the boat returning - I cuess you could call it more

of a brawl,
was Q.:l.

I magde
for 1300 tomorrow,

M
el
e

nd Day Qut

. At gquarters
congratulzted

this morning, the Captain gav
us on our last operation hut

Outeide of a few bloody noses and lipe, everything

an appointment with the dentist aboard the tender

Thuresday, MNov 22 1

eech -
ur next

e a
o
e

30
gid o

will
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2410t Doy Out Tuesday, Tec 12 1240

zlongcide the basilezhip Colerazdo this morning
1

cuct paseed Dinasat so we're getting close <o leyte.

The shi; is 211 secured Tor battle - it wen't te long row.

]

I'm ge%¥ting 211 the zleep I can - we will ‘e Soing without

------ Zht Robinson is %aking charce
ve “he malr zgroup to "troubls

v
o e dull as hell or Jamr

IR VWednesday, Dee 132
Tewitt, 2172, st 2cu*e zppendicitis tode;
de The batilechip west Virzinisz, and trans-—
se able to get = od operation on a ship

We juct passed Negros and are now in the Sulu Sesz.

/ A plzne just crashed and sunk., The pilet underestimated
. the speed of the Carrier.

We Jjust secured from £.49.

If we get sunk, inctead of waiting to be picked up, we're
supposed to swim to the nearest land, Sixty percent of the natives
can speak English and willhide us. We must keep away from main

~-town and villages, though,

Lir Contack.—

243rd Day cut Thursday, Dec 14 1
, - (’ (Cperating with a cerrier task force in the Sulu Sea)

Last night we again went to general quarters., This time
five Jap planes came over. The leader went into a dive which
turned out to be a suicide dive - he hit the destroyer which
was a short distance off our port quarter, It crashed just
behind the bridge on No, 1 stak, killing and wounding quite a

/ few men, It was the DD591, U.S.8, Harriden. She is now on
[ her way back to Ieyte - I wonder if she will make it ~ she is

3 U without a “"sugar george",

2! [ The seccnd plane started its dive, obiective - us! The

; | Jar was coming down on us on our starhoard heam when the socd
| ¢la VWest Virginia cpened up - the plane blew up before it coculd
\‘hit 4s - that was too damn close! 1T felt sure our time was up

-that <ime. Our luck is stillwith us.
b ( dur naval carrier plenec chot down the rest. Boy, what a
; Dezutiful dog fight.

Just secured from another air raid - another dog fight, no
more Japs.

4

Slels
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ZHLth Day Qut *rig

e had
out zgain, th
up vwhile land

lz=t night, =znother dog fight - the Mav, won
$3pg knocked down., Twe of our planes crached

e T

/ We want Yo gemeral guarters at 0430 this morning and secures
122, In *hcse seven ond = half hours we hagd more eneny alr
¢tion then I've ever seen tefore - in fact, it was terrific!

"Betty" - medium bomber -
our str., bow a few hundred

were engeging the enemy a few miles zway
Zeros duve for the 3,V.T carrier, .zrila

MR ar.ozrd zusrter, CShe vas really
. %oslde.  The only dzmaze donme to
the Japo 2e they were in their
g 2 woundad,  They really got off
There were so damn neny airowsft around I can hardly reneroer.
DT tirasln sonier flaw tround cur Lean and startéd & run or
©ocarrier,  Ye vwas shoat twenty Teet Irom the weter when s des-
truyer kit 1t - just before it could fire its torpedo, another
4 very close call, A zero flew aver the heavy chips on our star-

voard beaw flying low - he was flying teco close znd too low

for our five inchers. The Jap veered to the left and headed for

us for a suicide crash. He was less then two thousand yards

away when we opened fire with our forty millimeters - we cut hic

tail off, The Jap, unable to keep control, crashed and exploded

right off our starboard side. I felt sure he was going to crash

us. Right when this was golng on, a medium bomber flew unncticed

on oar pori quarter, flying very low, The Jap started a suicide

dive for a carrier (lanila 3ay), it was hit and put on fire by

A=A gunfire - the plane swung around our fantzil and crashed

in a huze explosion off our starboard beam. There were severzl
dog fights around us, all in our favor, We had bombs and machkine

sun fire fall all around us but the Robinson received hary =z

] scratch, The Navy really held field on the Japanese airforce.

\ Our five inch guns have been fired too much and are too shot for
T heavy beach bombarding. That's why we got +this carrierduty -

~—Thank God. ‘What zir protection we do have is wonderful,

’ 5.%. 1220,

; Secured 1245, Nothing haprered. The Japs came but hauled zssg,

245%h Day Qut Saturday, Dec 15 134l
7 Damn the rotten luck! The captain just gave ancther
/ anrouncement:

f At 2200 last night we received orders to turn around and

proceed up the Sulu Sea to a point 13 miles from iiindowo,

The reason for this is that a Japenese task force stezmed cut
v of llanila 3azy consisting of two battleships, two heavy cruisers,
i and eix destroyers, TIt's up to us to stop them from interfering
L, with the troops landing on iiindoro - ghould be a good Tizh%i

22

It's 0900 and we've had two £:9.'s already. 3oth were =ir
contact., Zoth were intercepted 7 our own aircraft. These Mavy
bilovs are really on the ball,
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g 1 . ;;e‘,;g.s.hse ng d i 155 - Ehi gare iL sll
; hot S0 kell, She the Lsement we wire 1o
. \ ~ wiille Lme, Tz 51 s, 211 of her
sv T fawssts awe -1 Wl Uadly wurnt.
The 1, E,S, Teshville {onsther eg 2lzc Lrought i- -
| =z luc g hall - the
2l foy dvy-
Tt Ve ne ¢f tre
o Wi S8 where
: o2} crulszro

sarty on the heach vhich
cases of coca cola and

It’s now Christmas Eve - I've zlven anything to be home now.

254th Day Cu% ticndzy, Dec 25 194k
Christmas - anus, Admiralties.
We had a swell dinner today - the works!

I guess we can be thankful that we'rerm* up i
waters today - at least it's quiet here and no g.q.'s
Some more pkzs, arrived from home which made it feel more

li¥e Christmas.

; inother destroyer limped in today, A bomb znd a Jap suicide
‘ / hit aft of the bridge blowing the director back on top of o. 1
L { gtack, half of the bridgze was blown off and the reest was burnt,
) . ~0ogs of life was tremendous,

255th Day Out Tuesday, Dec Zf 1244

Cne of the crew lost two fingers today, They were mashed
off between a toat and our ship.

A radioman hed a sixty pound box fall two decke down on
nis head., 3Balsh is a good friend of mine. Suwe hope he pulls
throuzh all rizght.

I went aboard the U.S5.S, Xillea today (she's the sne that
§ received the near miec in Leyte alongside us,) The shraprel
Srom the 500 pound bomb went throush her side 2nd blew up Mo. 1
mazazine, 7y, zosh, what a horritle sight. PFrom the forwsr3
boatewains locker to the crew's mess hall was blown all o hell.
411 the Chiefs and Cofficers are sleeping on the decks and chow
ie served topside. She's goiaz btack to the Siztes now., The
Skipper gave us sixty cartons of beer becauge we cereened her
zfter ghe was hit and feught off the Jep which wes diving for the
£illing punch - a swell bunch of guyrs!
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o I feel lo

- e . ~ ad
2I6EY Toar out wednesday, Dec 27 134
v shifted berths today, We're now in the stresm,
wer newest Lattleshin - the U.S.2, Iowa is in dry dock hers
i Tooere Dhe L2 twe Loubs orn haw zfterdeck.
AN e lzaviac Mees ot the Jilz%, Luzaisn hoard,
svies,
’ T Thursday, Dee 22 120
L1 e ioandmen went onoavd She Slecduunt for ozttach teachsoe
Soihilngonev - fust flaliing o,

252th Day Cut

T™ree men went before the Captain toda
°n homemade stuff, Hardy, S1/c, zot a zene

Same ols stuff - standing zangwa watce
- [ = -

259th Day Cut

Leyv sgo hell a2ftar
syo=e hel 2 2Y

Priday, Dec 235 1244

v for getting drunx
ral courtmatrial,

hes but that's all.

Saturday, Dec 30 194L

Wwe get underway at 2500 fomorrow morning, I don't believe

I'11 like this trip,
went to another ittack Teach this morn

Double feature movie tonight,

260th Day out

wanus - Admivalties.

Ve got underway at 0500 <his morning -
word about two destroyers and two TE's that
Pitilippinss waters, 4 “"storm” knocked then
from all four ships, Storms in these water
hell on a ship,

Seven destroyers, tws DE's and us are

. transports up North.

D-day is the "ninth"., e're going to
he men will go ashore above ianila on the
£land in zulf called Linzayen. The Japs h

el

EN
v
morthern end cof th

inz.

Sunday, Dec 21 1344

Luzon bound., Received
got sunk in the

csver, 10 survivors

s can really play

taking scme troap

talze Luzon this
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- the bridgze

2804y Dy dut Thurgdsr, Jen

A destroyer In the groupn thead of us got a sub centact,

on the third attack they struek oil. A T was detachad +o complete

the attzclr while the tack ferce continuss towards their cbjective.
Hope they et it.

The Tobinson is leading the *ask force now., Got tc Ze on
v *seg, There are smore “han 2 hun

P

dred Thousand troons asitern

L

(SIS -

this next operetion

ehere installations
hatteries and the*

hece "eulcide plsnes” are what werry me thle most. Al
n going to be heavy ag hell this time. The Ja
k out destroyers, and nine times out of ten *
e - one thing is for damn sure, if we get hit
'm a dead duck.

always ¢
hit the br

0,
Hiy 0 m

oY

We've passed the Palaus and will pull into ILeyte tomcrrow
norning.

2¢6th Dzy out Jan 54 1943
4 The group ahead of us was attacked by a sixty foot, *two-
man Japanese submarine this morning. It fired torpedoss at a
troop transport - no damage.

This morning "Slow Express" doesn't look so hot:

"Tokyo broadcasted a report that another american convoy
was heading through the Sulu sea south of Luzon and
Mindoro Island®.

v That's the force just ahead of us, 3y now Tolyo most likely
knows about us, too,

Japanese planes are arcund us but sc far have kept their

Qdistance. Just keeping their eyes on us, I gzuess,

(

2£7th Day Cut Jan 7 1942
P

VA

The Captain just tcld us that frem now on, we will hzve to
&sleep with our clothes on. IHere we go. h

we had an alr attzck lagt night a2bout 1500. One

et through - with Navy planes ocn his +tail, He was h
s when sur pllsots cu* Iccse. He hit the water dc
knots. We steame2 a2longside the wreckage and

¥ parachute znd iderntified the two bodies. Those -
shed in every bone, One of them had a larze three-Foox

Yrofe etrapped to his back - wished I could have gotten it,

0 m M2y

£ o

N

etween 2400 and 2200 we hzd four g.q.'s but they never came
in, The Japs circled us all night,

/ A dispaich came aboard with some damn rotten newe - severtecn

-
o



" chine wers just dz ol tTtle-
- , Cru rz and e i inle, Meuw
Y s, 2 £d3, Inuicwy * Aol oowin,
’ sin o Lo worry o ghout v el 2lly
\ mad. le ve have a 1 = reid cof
; will » nonet only oo oue t 1,
e TP SV, -

o The
T gulel
cw isn'%
) ill =
z oo onow,

Lezry were zeverely dampged
rant getting hit that lesves
-

oy -

Just secured from another g.q. The Jap flew right over uc
f before we coculd sound z.q.

We've already passed through the Sulu see and nassed
siindoro l=s% night. ‘Well escorted by the Japs.

et

k"-f’
( We're in the South China Sea now, Bataan is now in sigh
If our stbd. bow,
I can truthfully say I've never been so ecared in ny life,
it sure _gives you a helplew fecling when you realize whzt's
zhezd of you.

f\ ' The Japanese pilots picked up from downed planes are wearing
L vhite clothes and capes used when committing Hari Xari. Thoee
kﬁ { Pagtards are actually crazy -~ it's not easy to fig ght a mad nmean.

sianila is off our beam now - almost there.

£000; The Japs came agaln, six fighters came cver our task

*o“ce. Our carrier fighters shot four down but the other %wo
50% througzh, The ’1rst one started its suicide dive on one of
our two carriers, the U,$.S. Kiptor 3ay. The Jap dove right
into the AA fire and Crashed telow the flight deck on the poert
slde. She is still afloat but is unable to land or launch her
aircraft, A crash tug now has her in tow., The remain wing Jap
dove for an Australian transport with three thousand American
roops aboard, It landed@ in the wake of *the ship. By the wey
it exploded, it must have been lozded with hand grenades and
. shrapnel boudbs -~ Thank Cod, it Qidn't hit the trensport,

o Tp—c "

e

k. S
- H-""t—._.

——

Up ahead, three suicides crashed intc another carrier
urulﬁbl;E her. Another carrier was severely damazged.

—

Thzt leaves us ten C.V.E,"s fcr air support, atout 259 planer.
Cn Luzon the Japs have over %00, I'm afraid we're going to cateh
rfell fomorrow, Those odds don't exactly apreel to nme,

We're four hours from the gulf. - Here zoes nothin
& &

269th Day out Tuesday, Jan 9 134

iy

1
( (Lingayen 3Zulf, Luzon)




. o42a,  After barely misging some nines, we are now a2t ouar
f_cbjective. we gol a very wors welcome Ly the Japg -~ whzt gn
g cruleer Colemblz received o suicide anidshise;
anaged Mew .exico received ansther suicide; the
, e2d dest Tirginie oo% & suicide on secondary con;
‘ cruiser - the iuctralian £0T a stack xnocked o
! esirorer got her lentnil chewed up; the few conb
¢ hnecked off; L D.E. zot a stack knocked ofF.
The zoove tidings =ve whzt I've seen, - 29d knows what
e ‘ inning %¢ wich I were out of “his damn plece,
Iolert nin - nlez damaged, :
ST23. Qperantions hove orzrted,  Cur men are swarning towaris
e Tzack - whctoa cidht, our £t have turned the heach into
= ohlozias vell,
TU1IZ, 0 The'we on the e &n efeg, ve're
Tl ooueh resictarce, 12 glezred

day! The Aruy Lz duz in dzep and things don's

- Jou never can tell what these Jeps will do

. Juet secured from znother air attack {(they come absut every

helf hour), The Japs raised hell but the mighty Robinson is
£till afloat and a fighting son-of-p-bitch! Cne Nip was ghot
cwn right over us - lucky he didn't crash us,

f Lingayen Gulf is the same gpot the Japanese landed when

{ they ool Lluazon, perfect landing conditiors, 2y the time the
men hit the beach, Naval guns had clezred a gocod sized zrez
Zor them where it was impoesible for anything alive tc survive,
Urlike the uthers I've geen, this landing worked like clockwork,
Precise in every detail,
270th Day out Yednesday, Jan 12

The Rcbinsor 1s no longer a Virgin:

The Japznese just came cut with something .new, suicide
boats, After going on watch this moralng, the gulf was full
of Jap suicide boats. Iike most of the Fleet, we were anchored,
I was on the sonar zear at the time when T picked up screws
¢ff our port bow which I reported. It turned ocut %o be =
sleek Japanese speedboat loaded with TND arranged to zo off cr
contact, It rammed our bow but Thank God, it didn't go off.
The two Japs, Seelng us put a spot on them, hauled asg, but before
lezving, they threw "one™ ¢f the "thirty" texes at sur bow, I
weg sitting in the sonar cheir when the bomb went orf, It threw
{ back ay head, turnlng on the fathometer - T Jumped up, rutting

)
4
3

l on my life jacket but not Ynowing whether to start gwimming or
| man @y station, I sat down, lighting 2 cigarette angd wighed the

3

L T it -

danrn thing woul@d sink - cudden explosions do strange things ¢

& man., len were thrown out of *heir racks, ghrzpnel flew angd
camn near all rands ran to their ba%tle stations intheir gkivvies.
| The sound zear w.s knocked and the lower soundrcom is a necs,
i 14 1ot of gear was broken Lut - no casualties, I hate 4o thinrk
c¥hat would Lave hapnened if we had £0t the whole boat lsad.
(Other ships didn't fare so well, An 4PD was sunk, and an LST
iwas sunX. L transport was damzzed, These Japs are
ide:perate!!
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‘alr coverage

+el1 & guiglils
)£ ge he waz, I nulled
lmet a; e the ghin wasg’
feat I suesg the Min loegt faith znd swerved over to
2 e G ehin hind up - whew!! ue had 2 row
2 | g - close, The way thingzs
1z 3 an cld women, Guess I en*t
"G u
GRS Lut it's guiet now - for
ToehTr e,
Ltoolzening topmide !
Tl T oat Thursday, Jan 11

‘ps reportin:
with ™7
dzmaze ~ orf

~ a1 A e SN
would zo chy

roors with ne streain, We've Leen under.gir attack almost all
ay -~ the sky is almost black with flak.

Thirty four transports came in today which unloaded their

I believe we will be leaving this hell hole scon. I
cervainty hone o - this plzee is zetting on my nerves,

At nizht we have men stationed 211 over the shin with
Thompsong and rifles. No more gneclky, dirty work arcund this
ehip, T hope.

2P2nd Dowr Out Fridzy, Jzn 1212
Zzrt night the night guards opened up on 2 small bost whiek
later proved to be empty.

The Japs &re right on schedule, every morning and evenin:
at <he szame time they launch zn alr attack, 0630 and 19200,

1 rnight Zighters here now, Those Juys are really
adar ie tornrg,

A cemplete beach head has been established on Lingayen.
That's what I call quick work!

This enganement was a cineh for the army but the flest sure
took a pounding.,. Air zcticn is still heavy. It deesn't do =
hell of a loct of gocd to bemb Jap air fields, They just use the
hezchse,

1£99,  Thank gocht! Me're getting underwzy, & destroyers,
£ P.P.D.'e and us are =aling 19 transports back o Leyte. E're
underwzy rnow - laying a 3 :

£y
b few Ja

A heavy L) fire Zrove
them off, i

to be nasty without
awey Irom this damn p
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273rd Day Qut Saturday, Jan 13 1945

. / The Jap air force is following us all the way through the
'/ China Sea. They hit us this morning right on schedule. One went
i into a suiclide dive and crashed on one of the transports off our
. beam. The explosion knocked a number of men off the ship into
N the water. Two tincans stayed back to search for survivors.
.The transport is afloat and steaming but her etearing gear is
fouled up,

Sometines these Japs pull the most stupid tricks. They cut
in on the TBS today in perfect English but without a call sign!
"A plane will dive down from overcast over the formation - all
ships attention - do not fire -~ do not fire, He is friendly =-
he is friendly - over”. Boy, what a surprise he got! lLater on
while under another attack, a lone Jap headed towards the formation,
again we received TBS interference, "Cease firing - I'm friendly" -
55111 no call sign. He got a tender welsome.

1800, A transport just reported a torpedo crossing her bow.
411 this, and now subs.

274th Day Out : Sunday, Jan 14 1945
i Alr alert this morning but they stayed ocut of range,

A

The Skipper is requesting tender repairs. We need them bad,
No, 1 and 2 guns are out, the fix-dog is fouled up, and the lower
sound room needs repairs,

This last trip was short but it was the worst few days.
I've ever spent. Guess we will be steaming back there in a few
days,

G.G. 1700,
/ 1900. oOne of our planes eighted an enemy wolf (Japaneee
/ destroyer) and the first thing we heard over the TRES was "purple
{ investigate™, so we left the group and steamed to the spot
| where the Jap was, The Captain wanted to hunt it down but we
* were ordered back - would have been a nice fightt

275th Day Out Monday, Jan 15 1945

We were at g.q. almost all of last night due to Jap PT
boats, torpedoes in the water, etc. Personally, I think that
these transports are too jumpy, they think they see everything -
"damned if I eaw anything.

Burial services were held aboard the U.5.5. Zealand.

{ Delitte got a sub contact, we made meveral runs and even had

\ two Hell cats strafe the area we dropped depth charges. Another
" 8hip sighted a whale - gueas that's what it was,

1600 - We just steamed into Leyte, boy has this place changed.
: It looks almost like Manus. There are millions of ships around here
in two anchorages, quite a change.
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288th Day Out Sunday, Jan 28 1945

I ptayed aboard today and did some reading and then wrote
letters.

We're getting underway tomorrow ~ back to Leyte, I guess.

289th Day OQut Monday, Jan 29 1945

¥We got another day's extension eo we won't get underway
until tomorrow morning,

4 small amount of mall arrived today. I got one letter
marked Nov. - our mail should be waiting for us at the
Philippinee - hope so,

Hardy, Katz, and another deck ape were taken off the ship
and thrown into the Navy Brig ashore. It's about time we got

rid of thoee guys - they've caused nothing but trouble ever
8ince they came aboard.

The ship is getting prepared for sea.

Double featuree on the foc'sle.

290th Day oOut Tuesday, Jan 30 1945

C; Special sea detall wes set at 0815 and we got underway
t 0900, Leyte bound,

| We're herding a converted seaplane tender, the two of us
are &ll along - no fuss or bother,

The training control went out on the sound gear Eoc now we
have one soundman on the stack snd a scundman and redarman down
in the lower sound room to train the projector by hand., It will
take from two to three days alongside a tender to rewind the
motor but I'm afraid we will have steaming orders for Lingayen
%ulf before we can get it fixed, We will have a hell of a time

f we run into a Bubmarine.‘although\we can manage an attack,

’ Tokyo Rose has reported over the radio that the destroyer
562 has been sunk. They got our number at Lingayen when they
came up to our bow that morning. I hope nobody at home heard
~the broadcase over the short wave., Mom would hit the overhead,

2918t Day Out: . Wedneeday, Jan 31 19%

The U.S5.5. Robinson has been commiesioned a year today.
“ The Captaln congratulated use today on our record for the
pact year. We've done more than the average destroyer is expected
to do. 9000 rounds of five inch projectiles have been dippensed
against the enemy up to now and we've traveled 60,000 miles.
I didn't know before but we've got credit for wiping out a tank
division on Saipan, also stopping and helped wiped out a banzai
attack. We've been in nine engagements - not bad for the length
of time we've been out here, The Captain said we can't be sure
of the amount of planes we've shot down but the main thing

is that we've kept them from hitting us.
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327th Day Out Thursdey, March 8 194¢
(" Speclal sea detail was set at 0600 this morning and are now
. underway. We will hit Mindanao the morning of the 10th.

This i1s = large, fast group that we're in., Everything
from L.C.S. to Crulsers - nothing to slow ue down,

328th Day Out ~ Pridey, March 9 1945
The Captein gave us the dope this morning:

HO® hour is 0630 tomorrow morning - troops will
land through the day.

Alert watches must be malntained for suiclde
aircraft and suicide small craft.

Japanese aircraft have been following us all night and
this morning, whenever they come In less than 5 miles we go to
general quarters but they stay out of range —

Hed a surface contact last night which turned out to be
a Dutch hospital ship - probably coming from Hollandia.

41 The sonarmen have been instructed to expect enemy subtmarine
action.

Thie should be an eassy operstion but I have an odd feeling

that our luck has about run out ?
_329th Day Out Seturday, March 10194
g ( Zamboangea, Mindanac, Phlilippines.
: ; 1100, What a day! The beach was bombarded with shells
R and rockets starting at dawn., We went to general quarters at 0600
g and took our screening station about 4000 yards from the beach
E {(with our guns still unchanged we were unable to bombard),
f Some natlves came out in & eailboat and informed us that in some
% g areag the Japs have run for the hills., In a group of islands

A edjoining Zamboanga a "midget submarine” base was discovered
i % and shelled, At 0910 the troops went ashore under a terrific
rocket barrege, from what I could see there was no raturn fire
£ of any importance, It's almost 1200 and not a single Japanese
} > plane hag arrived!
An L.S.T. was Just hit from the beach - it's belng towed
. awgy.. ] believe we will return to leyte soon. The Captain's
% relief is waiting to take command of the ship. We're certainly
" . losing a damn good Skipper!

{ This ia our eleventh operation - so far there's noghing to it.

330th Day Oyt - Sunday, Merch 11 1945

; General quarters was sounded at 1900 last nlight, on our
ipatrol station we spotted some enemy pill boxee on the beach
80 we started shelling with 5 inch. Qur guns are so shot we
were lucky if we got one,
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that -~ I certainly would hate to run into any trouble with these
{ guns, Can't hit the bread eide of a barn., Helf of our shots
fell short and landed in the water. "Range” - 1400 yardsi

{" This morning we tried again., We hit one and was lucky at

No dope on our troops ashore = shouldn't be too bad,

3318t Day Out Monday, March 12 1945

Last night all ships and small craft retired a few miles
away from Zamboanga - we just returned and have sssumed our
patrol station,

. The reason for these withdrawals is that natives have
informed us of a number of Japanese PT boats operating in theee
witers. PI''s are mean hunks of geari!

We pulled alongside the Nieckolis and took on Iifty one
rounds of AA common {amount expended yesterday).

1800, Retiring for the night.

332nd Day Out Tuesday, March 13 1945

At 0700 the Rocky Mountain, two destroyers and us, returned
L to Zamboanga to resume screening,

A native came alongside in an outrigger early thies morning

and came aboard to give the Captain some information on a Japanese
© movements ashore,

: Seeing that sections of the beach are now secured, natives
have started coming out in their boats. They certainly go wild
when we steam by - they salute, wave thelr hats and yell with
joy. It must be a wonderful feeling to have the Japanese yoke
lifted from your shoulders after three years.

Things are going very well on the beach. The main city
has been recaptured and secured.

333rd Day Out Wednesday, March 14 1945
Rope Yarn sunday - 1300,

General quarters was sounded twice last nihgt for esir
. contacts, The Japs did some minor bombing on the beach,

- Last night we had fire support station right next to the
“island, 1In fact, we were damn near on the front lines seeing
that we were from 500 to 1400 yards from the beach. We steamed
back and forth at five knots walting for calls from the beach
to bombard. Firing could easily be seen by the Japs and Amerieans -
lucky the Nips didn't have anything heavy as we made g very :
good target. The only trouble with that station is that we were
on thw windward side - the smell of burning and rotting bodies
was almoet sickening. I was surpised at the size of Zamboangsa.

It's knocked to pieces now but I could see that it used to be
. a good slzed place,
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The Skipper's relief flew in today and most likely will come
aboard today., He's sure getting a salty tincan -~ all shot to
hell. We rated an overhaul long ago!l

334th Day OQut : Thursday, March 15 1545

This morning we pulled alongside the Rocky Mpuntain to
refuel, While alongside about ten boats full of Morro‘'s (head
hunters) came beside us and dove for coins. The Morro natives
are different from the Northern people. They are much larger
and very well built with bronze skins ~ thick lips and flat
nosee seem to indicate a bit a Negro, but all in all, they're
& very handsome race. One of the girls was really a doll, The
younger kide looked like the Japanese got thelr two cents worth
in (large teeth and ugly as hell}. One Morro had three very
smell sons that were cute as the dickens, They looked like
Eney ware about at the first-step etage but to my surprise,
they dove for coins as well as the rest.

After fueling ship we again took up our patrol station,

1500. Pulled alongside an ammunition ship - we took on
150 rounds.

2000, An ICM was just sunk by enemy small craft. Sounds
like suicide stuff!

335th Day Out Friday, March 16 1945
Basilan - Philippines. '

At 0700 we anchored next to the RMand the Skipper reported
for a special mission. At 0730 we steamed over to Basilan
which is the nearest island to Zamboanga, B-25's hit the
coastal village and strafed trenches whilewe laid to about five
miles off the beach, After aboutten minutes of this our spotter
started giving us information so we opened up. Our spotter
would fly over the area and direct our fire on houses, trenches,
installations and any troop movements. I can't understand how
but our firing was damn good today, The ole mighty R is the

. first ship to shell Basilan,

We've now taken our new patrol station just off Basilan,
There must be a hundred small sailboats out here - most of the
natives are fishing, The outriggers they make can really make
knots and are quite seaworthy,

336th Day Qut ' Saturday, March 17 1945
Troops arenow ashore on Basilan and are making good headway.

Fighting 1s still raging on Zamboanga. Llast night support
was needed s0 a destroyer was kept rather busy all night shelling
enemy installations. The Japs have-a lot of room to run around
in which accounts for our slow advancement - I don't think we

landed enough troops considering the size of Mindanao,

We pulled alongside an LST and took on the amount of ammunitiqn
expended yesterday:

Our new Captain arrived aboat today - seems to be all right,
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3418t Day Out Thursday, March 22 1945

While in anchorage the whole ship is holding a fleld day -
new paint, etec.

Nothing new,

Natives still come around but are kept away from the ship -
for what reason I don't know.

Movies,

342nd Day Out Friday, March 23 1945

We're leaving Zamboanga tomorrow. I'm not sure but I hear
that we're going to either Leyte or Mindoro to receive stores.
In whe near future we're taking our squadron on a special mission -
wyst likely to secure mnother stepping stone towards Borneo.
Operations in the Philipplines are coming quick and faet now.

Movies on the foc'gle.

34%3rd Day Out Saturday, March 24 1945

Our orders have been changed - we're not leaving until
tomorrow evening.

We're stlll in anchorage inrthe stralts.
’ There's another operation coming up in about three weeks =
I believe it's the largest Jap~held base in the Philippines -
Davao.

Believe 1t or not we recelved mail - the U.S5.S. Waller
brought it down from Mindoro.

U,5.S. ROBINSON (DD562)

FLAGSHIP

IESTROYER DIVISION 112
ACTION precedence PRIORITY

Crypto Ch PLAIN
HEADING: MANUS S-4189 212355/94

PALAWAN CMA ZAMBOANGA CMA PANAY AND OTHER ISLAND QPERATIONS IN
THE VISAYAN GROUP CMA ALL REPRESENT SPLENDID FERFORMANCES WHICH
REFLECT GREATEST CREDIT ON ALL CONCERNELX THEIR PERFECT COOR=~
DINATION CMA THEIR RESOLUTE DETERMINATION AND THEIR COMPLETE
SUCCESS SHOW THE FIGHTING SERVICES AT THEIR EESTX PLEASE INFORM
ALL RANESX MACARTHUR

WU/DW/TOR12249/J1 DATE: MARCH 23-45 SUPR. POOL

FROM: RDO LIEYTE -
ACTION TOs 7TH FIEET
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349th Day Out Friday, March 30 1945

[ stinl alongside the Whitney - nothling new.

Natives have been around all day, selling thelr usual
Junk-graes skirts and beads, etc.

351Day Out Sunday, April 1 1945

Easter Sunday.

from a native on the beach, It's a cute little fellow and quite X'

‘ We have ® mascot aboard now, Ens. Lake bought a monkey
V’l l tame.

Stores are coming aboard pretty good now. It's hard to get
equipment around this area because it's all 5th Fleet and ws're
in the 7th.

352nd Day Out

Freesh apples, carrots and cabbage arrived aboard ~ it's
~the first fresh storee we've had in a long time.

C Stlll tied up alongside the tender Dobben.
I believe we're getting underway the 5th,

353rd Day Out Tuegday, April 3 1945

/' The shlip is undergoing a general going-over, painting,
over-hauling, ete.

‘\.,
we won't have any recreatlion  here this time,

Movles.

o 354%th Day Out Wednesday, April 4 1945

’ Last night a radar contact was made 80 the nest we're tied
 Up with went to general quarter - we were at condition red for

.about an hour but nothing showed up,

Nothing new,

355th Day Out ' Thursday, April 5 1945

We're leaving the tender early tomorrow morning to get our
torpedos replaced. Some new hands and stores.

Movies on the foc'sle,
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361st Day Qut Wednesday, April 11 1945
P Mindoro, Phiiippines.

/
{ We will be here for about four days. Then we're off to

another operation. It will feel good to be doing something
again,

Stores have come aboard,

Captain held an informal inspection of lower holds and
living quarters,

Movlies on the foc¢'sle.

362nd Daey Out Thursday, April 12 1945

Nothing much doing here in anchorage - we've received all
our etores and ammunition so all we have to do is lie arcund and
wait,

Recreation {beer) parties are being sent. over to some small
fandbar near the ship but sad as it is, I'm restricted,

G.S.K. working party left for some tender.

363rd Day Out Friday, April 13 19435
Just secured from the watch on the gangway,

Wo're leaving in a few days to hit some place on Mindanao -
rather near Zamboanga, I believe. :

Priday the 13th has run true to form. Just received word
that our President has died in office.

We're now on patrol just off Samar.

NOTICE TQ ALL HANDS

THE OFFICERS OF THE USS ROBINSON HEREBY CHALLENGE THE CHEIFS
TO A SOFTBALL GAME OF NINE INNINGS {( OR AS MANY INNINGS AS THE
CHIEFS CAN STAND) THE MORNING OF 13 APRIL 1945 TENDERING TO
THEM THE FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS:

%

e on i TN TR

A IN CASE OF RAIN, MIST, OR HEAVY DEW, THE CHIEFS
WILL GRATIOUSLY BE ALLOWED TO CALL THE GAME OFF BECAUSE OF
RHEUMATISM,

E B ALL CHIEFS OVER 70 YEARS OF AGE WILL PLEASE TAKE THE
PROPER PHYSICAL EXAMINATION,

= C IF THE CHIEFS ARE UNABLE TO SCRAPE UP 10 PHYSICALLY
o CAPABLE *OLD MEN", A TEN RUN HANDICAP MIGHT EVEN EE
N " GRANTED,

THE OFFICERS

P.S. EVEN SNIPES WILL BE ALLOWED T0O PLAY Trsiateressasans




110

364th Day oOut Saturday, April 14 1945

i We returned to Leyte early this morning and received mail
from another destroyer.

At 0900 we joined a task force consisting of ICI landing
craft full of troops. We are taking this force along with other
screening ships to the attack on Mindanao a short distance from
Zamboanga - D-day is the 17th and HOW hour is 0800,

Steaming along at twelve knots - no-troubie so far -
looks like a good trip.

365th Day Out Sunday, April 15 1945
Morning alert,
Steaming very slow now - about eight knots.

This force is pretty large - three light cruisers, tincans
and about & hundred troop carriers,

We will arrive at our destination 0500 the 17th,

; The Robinson has been agssigned as radar plcket and fighter
‘director ship,

366th Day oOut Monday, April 16 1945
(D Another force of landing craft have joined our group of
_one hundred - a lot of menl

VA

/ 1000, Boots, our mascot puppy, was officially sworn into
the Navy by the Captain. His service record will be sent to ¥
washington, his rate now is AM (Apprentice Mascot) and draws
50¢ plus 10¢ Bea pay.

/ A carrier-based plane Jyst crashed off our beam. When

i we pulled alongside one of themen shouts, "Glad ta see ya”".

\‘Both are =sboard.

( ) An LSM was sighted. Upon coming alongside, we found out

b {1t was lost from the Zemboanga group due to engine trouble,
g | Earlier they had tried to make land but were chased away by
i« . Jap small craft and while going into open sea, they became lost,
LW

“They also were glad to see us,

i

367th Day Out Tuesday, April 17 1945
Mindanao. Malabéng and Parang.

. At 0500 we steamed in sight of Mindanao. The cruisers

- and destroyers took their stations and bombarded installations
on the beach. We're the PD ship so we took g screening station
& few miles off the island té do the proverbial flgure eights,
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The men are doing very well on the bemch. In Epite of heavy
resistance they have reached Davaoc Bay which is twenty five miles
from Davao itself, The Japs have captured sixteen guns from
Bataan placed on the beach to guard its entrance plus land-based
torpedoes and other installations. It would have been rough
going to make alanding in the bay - so we came up from behind,
Not bad, I calls it!

Something is cooking but can't get any dope.

379th Day out Sunday, April 29 1945
Natives came out this morning to trade. Their craftsman-

ship is a lot better than the northern people. For a blanket

and two shirts, I got a large engraved bolo - the steel isn't

cest iron junk like up north but fine tempered steel.

Just receivad our orders and are now underway for Tawltawi
which is situated in the Sulu Archipelage - forty miles from
Borneo! We're escorting a tanker which seems to be a new jeb =
steaming at fourteen knots,

I believe in the near future we will join units of the
seventh fleet which will soon hit Borneo.

Iooks like a bit of action coming up.

380th Day Out Monday, April 30 1945

These lslands were just taken fifteen days age and seeing
most of the islands in this group are Jap=- held the natives
must be watched - any who look like Nips we scare away by firing
around their boats. Most of these people are Moros = I dust
finished trading with them - money and cateyes.

Underway at 1600, We're taking this same tanker up north
of Borneo to join the seventh fleet - we're to report to the

\_Rocky Mountain for orders.

f

i
Y
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I don't like this idea of steaming around with just a tanker,

 Thie is nasty territory and would hate like hell to run inte

anything sizeable - sub bait, that's us!

2000, Radar contact - natives. Three star shells -
ecared niggerst!!

383rd Day Out Wednesday, May 2 1945
Tarakan -« Borneo., Dutch,

1100, Stesming through the straits leading to Tarakan
which lies just off Borneo, passed alongside a sunken ship -
oil is coming to the surface along with a few bodies, Don't
know whether it's ours or the Japs, -

Just passed the Bolse, the ole Jenkins is alongside with
her bow almost to the water's edge - hit a damn mine! Wwe

operated with her at Zamboange.

Dropped the anchor Just off Tarakan. The Australians
have already put troope ashore supported by the ?7th Fleet.
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‘ Shell oil has several refineries here. I can see ceveral
‘ltanks from here. Japs will miss that!

: Jap suiclde boats are active around here, MNust be on the
4 alert tonightl

1700, YMS 464 was just sunk by Jap shore guns - just a big
puff of smoke and she was gone. A semhawk (DDO is going in to
pick up survivors,) .

1710, Two more YMS's were just hit but were able to withdraw.
Nasty businees, sweeping mines!

1800, LST was just sunk - not very healthy around here,
I wish we could knock those damn guns out!

U.S.S. Rushmore DD just received a torpedo in her bow
from 2 gmidget sub - never a dull moment!

Midget sub surfaced next to the beach and was captured
"py natives™. It's alongsude the jaller now.

Re-anchored in mouth of the straits - sonar listening
watch for submerines.

We are sonar degtroyer here s0 we won't have to patrol.

383rd Day Out Thursday, May 3 1945
Radar picket station “Roger".
C 1300, Relieved by HMAS Burdekin,

‘ 1400. Returned to Tarakan and anchored off the beach., We
‘&fe now fire support and are subject to call fire at any moment,

The Australians are still catching haell. They are good
fighters but seem rather slowy

I just came down below, While topeside I was watching an
/ SC when shells splashed all around her - she was having a hell
' of a time dodging them but finally got away - as far as I could
see ghe didn't get a scratchl!

{ Just heard about a transport and a tanker being hit - these
{ damn Japs are holding a fileld day!
N

384th Day Out Friday, May & 1945

s

; Steamed up to Point Roger and relieved the U,S,S, waller -

\_Flagship 22nd Squadron.

Vd Two Aussie officers came aboard to connect communicatlions
with the fire party (spotter) on the beach.

1200. Commenced bombarding imbedded pill boxes on the
beach just beyond the air strip. There are two pattalions of
Jape entrenched there.

1315. Secured - we threw about 250 ghells in the enemy
positions, We did damn good!
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388th Day Out Tuesday, May 8 1945

We got underway at 0630. We're Bcreen commander for a
- rather mixed group of ships - DE, ICI's, SC, net-layer and a
. limey corvet. We should reach Morotai about the 11th and will
leave the 17th to return to Borneo to hit the mzinland,

With the Commodore aboard we are now having both morning
and evening alerts.

We are now quite close to the Equator =~ it's hot as helll

I'm sure getting tired of this rotten existance, over a year
now and God only knows how much longer.

Calm weatfier -~ good breeze, making twelve knots. Tack
group speed - nine knots, Wwe're up in front.

38%9th Day Out Wednesday, May $ 1945
News Flasht GERMANY HAS UNCONDITIONALLY SURRENIERED!

Boy, that certainly is great news. I only regret that the
o President couldn’t have lived a month longer to see the victory
vi‘sﬂ,) ﬂwhich he hoped 80 much to see. .

The war sure as hell isn't over for us for damn sure,
I'll bet the people back home are golng wild - to some the
war is over,

Steaming at 12 knots - should hit the Celebes in the morning,

Anti-alrcraft practice.

Evening alert,

350th Day Out May 10 1945

; 0730.. We're alongside the Celebes now. I can see an
{_aective volcano off our beam.

P

We're now pasging through some kind of passage,
Open sea again - should hit Morotal in the early morning.
Evening alert,

391st Day Out May 11 1945

{ Morotai - Netherland East Indies.
ra At 0615 during morning alert, we steamed between two

! Japanese~held islands which were being bombed by B-24's, Two
; hours later we gteamed into the anchorage off Morotai = nice

‘-place but hot as hell}

After refueling, we anchored about 2000 yards off the beach.

Movies tonight,

. A &mall amount of mall arrived aboard.
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396th Day Out Wednesday, May 16 1945
Field Day.
Not & damn thing golng on!!
Boy, this si the life. .All I have to do is stand a few

gangway watches so the rest of my time is free. Just lie around
and sweat and sweat!!l!

We're about 1 degree of the equator which acoounts for
the intense heat.

397th Day Out Thursday, May 17 1945

Not a blasted thing doing - this lying around is getting
tiresome!

Well, I'll be damned!! - A german submarine surrendered
a little ways off Mindanao, May wonders never cease,

It's so damn hot it's painful making thése entries once
a day, Can hardly stay below without drowning in your own sweat!

398th Day Out Priday, May 18 1945

Got underway this morning and steamed out & few miles for
Ak practice along with the Waller. The Weller has new gune and
fire control gear sbut we still out shot her - we're still the
best damn firing ship in DesPac!

Returned to Morotal and after refueling, we sgain anchored
in ye 01d sweatbox!

Nothing doing - we took on a few stores, Otherwise not
a dsmn thing. ‘
399th Day Out Saturday, May 19 1945
L' Another German sub surrendered somewhere around here.

Recelved fresh meat aboard,

This life ie killing me - wish to God we could get underway,
This heat is terrific!

400th Day Out Sunday, May 20 1945
Damn good chow todey. Chicken which could actually be eatent!
0l1d man Smith is coming aboard in a few days,

4018t Day Out . Monday, May 21 1945
Recreation parties are still being sent 4o the beach.
Nothing to do but read and sleep,

Movies on foc'sle.




121

We will take our squadron with six cruisers whlch will
be the first group to hit the island!

Enemy surface forces are in that area so we may be in on
a blt of sea action,

L0Bth Day Out Monday, May 28 1945

Went aghore today. Went swimming and messed around with
some alr corps guys.

Nothing new,

This diary is rather dull this last month - nothing to put
in 1it!

40%9th Day Out Tuesday, May 29 1945
We're not standing sound watches now - just port gangway.

Mail came aboard,

v’f#’

L410th Day Out Wednesday, May 30 1945

; Got underway early this morning with seven destroyers
; (some of our sguadron) for AA practice,

( Boy, what a time that was. It was mostly tracking exercises,
Spit-fires made strafing and suicide runs on us - they certainly

\ cam close!

.

Returned to Morotai for anchorage.

411th Day Out . Thursday, May 31 1945
Meil arrived aboard.
ILiberty party went to the beach.
Nothing new. '

L12th Day Out Friday, June 1 1945

Our old squadron 56 which went up north has but two
d destroyers left afloat - Lieutze (stern blown off) isunk 6/5/45)
7| and 0'Leary (stern blown off }, We certainly were lucky to be
il left behind. All the cans we've operated with in Saipan and down
\ H from squadron 56 have met msomething. The Newcomb from our old 112
i

P,

Division is a burnt hulk, the old Bryant and Bush have gone down -
my God, but it gives m guy an awful feeling to hear about

E -, destroyers you've operated with over a year going down. I have

: a lot of friends on most of them.



