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I sWipe d a battle cap - co:ne what may! The day afte r tomorrow -
is the big day. ·In the l~st six months I've bee~ letting my 
nails grow (heh-heh- no rno ') They're down to the bloody knub now, 
Could I be nervous - you're damn ri6ht I am. Chow is down 
and after is my watch. (Subs, ~ook outl) 

Sixteenth Day Out Wednesday, June 14 1944 

de're all set. The Captain informed the crew all the 
dope about the raid. I have the 1300-2000 watch tonight which 
isn't so bad. G.Q. starts at 0100 and will last all night­
day and most of the next niGht. Chow will be served on our 
:J'lttle stations when pOBsible. V/e're going in on the third 
\'.';:~ve which will land our troops 0:1 the u~ac~ (Yellow) It's 

~~ the:n to ~et the airfield. 

:=::'.J10 TO!-~YO ON T:ffi AIR. I quote "The foolish 
;,~erican forces are maki.'1s a sa::1 attem.:.lt to gain 
;'C) si tlons in the hlarianas, but the Japs are too 
strv.:1i: for them." 

They can sure sling out a sad line of bull. Usually 
it's this one gal who does alIa: the talking (very good English, 
too). We have nicknamed her Tokyo Rose, when \'Ie take Japan 
1'm going to ram that mike up where it belongs. 

Nothing much to write about now. I'm excited as hell 
and wish we could get started. I may go a couple of days 
without writing in this but will make it up. Securing for now -
hope everything goes as planned - Give 'em Hell Robinson! 

The weather is hot but overcast - excellent conditions. 

Time - 2415. Just secured from G.Q. 

About an hour ago, Radar got a contact dead ahead, 
ranged about six miles. After having this "pip" for about five 
minutes, they reported "Target fading out." We knew then that 
sure as hell it was a sub. As soon as the Jap sub dove, I got 
contact on it, range - 4000 - no doppler. We ran in for the 
attack, when in about 2000 yards it changed into a stern attack 
(mark down doppler). We dropped a full pattern - deep setting 
and then opened range for a re-attack. Plot of radar informed 
us of results made, It was a "struck" target and was now 
lying dead in the water. (Huge oil slick in a shape). 
The Captain, upon hearing it was a "struck" and dead sub, }.l:;.lled 
in right over the spot and stopped. We dropped a deep setting 
all around her. TLe last was the pay-off. 

The Robinson will shell Saipan in about seven hours 
so seeing that I've got the 0400-0800 watch, guess I'll get 

_~sor:le sleep. 



\ 
I 

U.S.S. R03INSON (D9562) (Flagship) 
. ·~~stroyer Division One Hundred Twelve 

United States Pacific Fleet Ivp 

PLAN 0.2 THE DAY POq T:iU~SDAY I 12. JUNE 1944: 

0415 Call Police Petty Officers 

04~5 All Hands, Call all Officers 

84i..f-5 :}en~ral ~uarters 

0600) 3reakfast served at 3attl~ Stations. 
8" 80) 

l.unc:h served at Battle St2.tions 

1'1. Harvey 

Twenty First Day Out 

Lieu.t. Comdr., U.S. Navy 
Execu.tive Officer 

Monday, June 19 1944 

This is a rather late entry but I've taken notes 
while in battle so will fill this in up to date 

On the morni!-.g of the 15th (0400) general quarters 
was sounded. The Robinson steamed in between Tinian and Saipan 
and took her position off yellow beach. At the first shot, 
old glory was two-blocked on our for'd mast. \lie shelled hell 
out of the town and sugar refinery (a mass of ruins now). 
The Japs were rather one way about it and fired back, 2-8' 
for'd of our bow (25 yds), )-5" after of our stern (50 yds) 
The battleship Tennessee took a 5' just above her water line 
amid on her starboard side. Off Nafuten Poi.'1t three Jap ships 
were burning, almost sunk. Ofr Marpi point, the Japs ,<:/ere 
picking off O'.1r Higgins boats, our planes made quick work of 
them (we lost three planes on the de~l). 

our LST's were scattered allover and Higgins boats 
full of ~larines were swarmi.'1g out of them towards the beach. 
The guns from our battleships and destroyers were beating the 
Japs away from the beach to clear the way for the boats. 
(I saw seven Higgins boats blasted from the water - we knocked 
out the position that did it). We placed tanks on the beach 
and started the push. Our men and tanks were swarming up the 
hill. All of a sudden the Japs opened up with their shore in­
stallations and pushed about twice as many tanks against us. -
V,rhat a slaughter. They pushed us clear back to the beach. 1'I'e 
lost hu~dreds on the move, Standing on the bridge, looking 
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t~rough alonG glass, I could see our men dropping like flies 
on the beach (a siGht I'll never fOr'{~et.) 

"lie were pounding out shells <.like ;na,d and finally suc­
ceeded i~ haltL'1g the little bastards and drove them back into 
the hills. The So~md Shack was secured so all I had to do was 
watch. The men on the guns were really worked. In the handling 
rooms below decks the men were fainting right and left, buckets 
of water were thrown in each others faces to keep them goinG' 
This went on :or four days and four nights without securing from 
g. q. In this time, I had four hou~s sleep, some others even 
:;'oss. :;;hat a grind. At nigh'"!: we would :'ire by star~ shells. 
In a way it was a beautiful sight. All of this steady pounding 
r.:'lrle ::1y ears feel as if they would burst. 

The Japs were clever and wO'J.2.dn't fire for fear of 
'-:i:-'closinc; their positions. Instead, they would hold them u.'1til 
-I- ~'-':J;)rt'_me mo;ne'1.t. '~ihenever we saw a flash, we would center 

~ '::'::' ~e orl it. The R's gunners v.'ere !'eally on the ball. 
"~ c~~isers came up to assist UE. Nhat a joke- they killed 

"Jr~ 8f o~~ :nen then they did the enemy until fire control put 
:,,~:~ on ttl€ tall. 

Our fire control spotter really had a time. In getting 
positions, he lost 1 Higgins boat, 2 tanks - all within 
a half hour. All the time, I could see our planes dive-bombing 
Jap positions. Oie lost very few.) 

About the most horrible experience that happened to me 
was when the wind changed. It brought this ghastly smell of 
burning flesh over the water. Nothing could smell worse. 

We had an air attack one evening. Four enemy planes 
flew over us, We threw everything but the "head" at them but 
missed. 

The following is from over our TBS. Radiol 
"Hospital ships filled to capacity." 
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Twelve survivors picked up from a sunken sub. (the one we got)" 
"Jap task force on its way. 2 battleships, 5 cruisers, 4 
ai:::-craft carriers - destroyers and destroyer escorts." 

"Four of our ships burning on horizon" 
"De s--Pac-. -( ccfncerni11"g ·bombardment'-)---·,~ As-:raT-a-s-r~.m--concerne el-, 

the-USs-'RQ_bin~QJl..-(DD_562.)_was_the-'lnly_sh-ip-vlho-r-tre"d·;-­
Congratulations from the Admiral of the 5th Am:f'ib. Force." 

;·ie were relieved by the USS Phelps to go on transport 
.... escort for a few days. (A much-needed rest.) Four days and 
- four nights without a shower and in the same gear. Was I 
filthy: I've been doing nothing but stand my watches and 
sleep. We had an air attack last night. Three planes flew 
over and dropped bom~s. One landed 20 yds. off our starboard 
bow (close shave). Darned if we didn't miss again (too fast). 
the sunk one LST, otherwise there was no damage. 

Nothing much to say now. Things seem very quiet and 
peaceful out here (25 miles from Saipan). Score for the ship 
up to now is -

1 submarine 
14 shore installations 
16 tanks 

Oil dumps and hundreds of men. 
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The Captain just spoke over the inner com. - He 
congratulated us all 01'1 the work we did. Get all the rest and 
sleep we can and, we're expecting the Jap task force any day now. 

We're now attached to the 58th task force. 

Twenty Second Day Out 

:3ad news. The night after 
bO:Tlbers strucl:. The USS Phelps 
~Jok four 8' shells. (Not sunk) 
couple o~ LST's were su~k. 

Tuesday, June 20 1944 

we left Saipan, Jap torpedo 
(the one which relieved us) 
I believe a transport and a 

I just heard ole Tokyo Rose over the radi9 sending us 
: .. ~ r jaily cheeT. Accoruing to the Japs I we've l:::>st the damn 

. 'I'""lcir news broa-icast said that we lost two battleships, 
.cc€ ~ers and a1;)out a million cans. I found out that I'm 

:._l.le~bic to pickles. Last night within three minutes lay eyes 
21','e11ed so much that I couldn't see. Notel No more pickles! 

..,TU2.t received so;ne good news, The jliarines have taken 
the airfield 01'1 Saipan. 

From what I can gather, we're out here to meet the 
Jap task force which is on its way. Should be a battle royal. 

We just fueled off a tanker. It had been hit a few days before 
which left many men wounded. 

Twenty Third Day out June 21 1944 

Steaming along with our division. We're still es­
corting the empty transports about thirty miles from Saipan, 
Marianas. News has come that within a few days the entire Jap 
fleet will steam into the Marianas. It's up to the 5th fleet 
(ships now in this area) to knock it out once and for all. I 
believe we're outnumbered, but we can still knock hell out of 
them. It will be the largest sea battle fought in history and 
will decide the outcome of the war in the Pacific. I'm quite 
sure we have :aore wagons and carriers but abo'.lt cruisers, I 
couldn't say. 

An armada of Jap planes raided Saipan last night. Three 
hundred of their planes were destroyed - great news. The men are 
all rested now. The chow is terrible, but that is to be ex­
pected, as the ship has not received stores for quite some time. 

Time to go on watch - Jack and I have the 2000-2400. 
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Thi!'ty-su:tllt, Day Out July 4 1944 

Well, I'll be damned - we -,'lent up to the bridge to get read 
off and instead of getting busted, they fined us fifteen dolla!'s. 
\.'!hat a relief. 

Seeing that t~is is the Fourth, we really had an excellent chov; 
for a chanB,€ - really swell. 

Vie're still steaming towards Saipan - claw but sure. That IS 

:...lS v.it;,. these damn transports. I v,'onder if we will shell Saip2.n 
0~ ~inian before movinc on to Guam - hope not. 

I can't llnde!'stand \\'hy it's so. gosh darn hot. We're in a 
st.eady sweat day and nig!1t (even the nights are unbearable). The 
\':~tcbes are dogged tonibht. Jack and I have the 8-12, a hell o:::~ 

; Clt jet~er than the P.1id. --

Sti~l can't set over 
s: _~_;".C:Ti:::l!'_ third- yeah mar .. 
?~r~: Gra:y, that's me. 

Thirty-seventh Day Out 

how that deck court came out. Still 
Time to go on that god damn water. -

July 5 1944 

I'm putting SaM on the logs now with great relief. What a 
close shave. 

We should be in Saipan about Friday. Wonder how long it will 
be before we get that damn island. There hasn't even been any troop 
landings in Tinian as yet. Guam shouldn't take too long - I HOPE. 

1>1y old friend Tokyo Rose is having a hell of a time trying 
to broadcast. Things are so hot for them that she is rather stumped 
as to what scuttle but she can hand out. I believe this war should 

(,.be over in about a year. Certainly hope so, 

Chow for some reason or other is really getting better. 
Eating like humans now, 

Thirty-eighth Day Out Thursday, July6 1944 

At Saipan and Tinian - Marianas. 

Last night we came in sight of Saipan - Marianas. Sleeping 
topside, I could see the star shells being fired by bombarding 
cans, wagons and carriers. This morning I looked again at the old 
island. The same as when we left, except there's no more town and 
blow~ up quite a bit more. Saipan is just about ours - next comes 
Tinian. VIe have not fired as yet, maybe tonight. 

Here we are about two miles from as fierce action as can 
be found in the South Pacific and we're not even at general quarters 
crazy war. 

1400 - just secured from G.Q. One of our airplanes sighted 
a sub just off- the island and about seven cans were ordered out to 
get it, us included. There were too mar..y ships, wakes for my money 
- like looking for a needle in a haystack. Saipa~ is a huge sut 
base and we believe they will try a break tonight. (15,000 Japs 
on the tip of the island with no way of retreating), Today we 

iI, went wi thin ~- five hundre d hards 0 f the be ach - one she 11 misse d 
our bow by 25 yards. ','/e may fire tonight - Surfaced subs, troops 
on the beach, shore installations or escaping barges. 
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~e had general quarters from 1900 last night to 1600 today. 
The Jap£ have been pu~hec fror:1 t~1e town and are crowded 0!1 the tip 
o~ Snipan. "I'hile at G, '1. this :norni'"-'bJ WE' r.oticed some r.len on a 
coral reef about 150 yar~s of~ the island. We couldn't tell whether 
the~' ~~I"f.~.;:;J ~llr boys or the Japs. ~hey kept waving and siGnalinE; with 
'thf'l~ .. 2.nd lnformed us that they were seme of our men and that they 
i\rere trapped. ~he U,S,S. Bryant and our ship sent our whale bQats 
over there to pic}: them up - y.!i th the Japs on the beach but 150 
:'crds away, it was no eas.y job. 'tie brought about fifteen aboard 
)').:: s:--.ip. Seven v.-ere v-.'ou!1ded from shrapnel - one poor devil had 
2. slL;.~ in the bruin and one th!'ough his arm. I just finished 
~a!~ir; with a couple of them. It seems that the Jape pushed them 
::0','.':: :.J the :)each where the:r ran OL;.t of ammuni::ion. ' Rather then 
-:;e tal-:en pris:Jr.er, they 2tripped themselves an,:; s~arted sv:i'l1:::i';.£ 
:''J~ this reef \'1'ne~e they si,o;!1aled for help. Those Army boys re&llJ' 
::",-,,)::2'''; sC2.-;.ed, no v,·onder. -:'hey've r" ally beer: throl1.E:h hell and 

"_ 1'r.(. ·.J2;lC~·! is dotted 'tiit): wounded w~l::::h vIe can't get at -
'1211 oJ:' .s. '.'.'c:.~' .j~o dl'2, 8ne o~ the .~e_-; s:lid tl:at on trle 
~;·l',:' :':::.1e11 ;:,!~ d.es.d is Ltnbe2.l"'2.'::..:le, 

:.' . ...,c::: i~ :;)~lllir:.:::; :-,--~on6side to ~ake the sllI'yi vore. They Lave 
:c~':;22e·::, fe ,:.:. , and rectec. I sure don't envy those boys. 

.ro:::-t.l.eth .Jay Ju-: Saturday, July 3 1:144 

.iWe I re doi:1g patrol duty nov:, from one end of Saipan to the 
other. The Japs a~e doi!1g very poor now. I believe -:heir antnun­
i tion is running low. r:'hey lay up in the hills drinki:1g Sa1-::i by 
day and at night come yelling and screaming dow!'!. on o:..;.r men. 
(A la!'ge per cent of them don't even have gun:::; - just knives), 
They ~{now they're licked and have no way of retreat. The enemy 
has i::been hearing shells dropping on them for the past month -
should be gettin€ tired of it by now. 

On that LeI which pulled alongside yesterday, I saw that they 
had a Jap officer prisoner. He s.poke perfect English and was 
shooting the breeze with the soldiers on board. P.e probably went 
to school in the states, wouldn't doubt it a bit. 

Forty-first Day Out Sunday, July 9 a944 

I can I t figure what the hell's the matter - no g. q. for damn 
near two days. We just keep steaming back and forth. The 
Captain (Commander Granthem) gave a speech today. ;!e told us the 
resistance of Saipan is about over and that the enemy has been damn 
near wiped out. 

Saipan was one of Japan's strongest forts in the South Pacific -
the toughest we've cone against as yet. The ~i?s have had this 
island for about forty years and when we raided it, they had between 
sixty and ninety thousand men on her. Our losses have been close 
to fifteen thousand men, too da:nn many. 

The.~Japs ·have'"wonen-·snipers -on"--'the ..... -i,sland-~and-fro~l1. v:ha,:t.. I 
hear, they'.:;:e_i3.ll,,_:right._ with a" "BrQ'II/ning"automatic ... " -"'---
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~he USS Grant sighted about 20 Japs swimminG in the water. 
T!"le~r picked up one 2.nd tooK care of the rest. (Depth carze, very 
e ffectl ve). 

The USS :=!ose pi::ked u? an unidentified body. A burial was 
Gi vei, at sea after perso:1al 8ea:::- had been removed. 

7o!"~J-second Day Out l'lionday, July loJ 1 ~44 

:::elieve it or aot, it's raining - what a relief. 

The )attle for Saipa~ is d:::-awing to wars an' ~nd. ~hey threw 
3 l8..~Je cO:J.::tte!"attaci{ which brought them to the town of TanarJac, 

".L "",:ter close hand to ha!1d co;nb2.t, the:}, wereaJ;ain cooped up in 
,;::~-::tern. tip 0: the island. ~hey lost 1500 men on that move. 

,·:i11e5 10,600 Jars so far (half their garrison)and most likel:" 
_,:.::1nds 'r1'J~e as they try to drag their dead back with thcm. 

'-,:".-t "llth tl-,E la~d troops, heavy artillery and destroyers har!l:1erinb 
'.:.::.<~stantly at the Nips, they're really screwed bl:...le and tatooed. 
:::::.e'a:{ S:lO!'e batteries at Tinian (.3 miles sO:...lth of Sai.]an) have 
~e e:J. silence j by 0 ur sh:"ps. I imagine thine;s sho uld be we 11 in 
:Janel in another weck. One thing that does my heart good in knowing 
that not a single Jap will leave that island alive. It seems in­
credible that we could lose so mal'lY men on that damn island. 

Sub contact by another ship last night - lost it. 

A large amount of Japs were trapped on a coral reef last night 
and we couldn't get permission to fire on them. God dam!l. t~e luck. 

Two cans have come alongside to get sone of our start shells. 

We're now laying 
reason I don't know. 
have quite a stack by 

to on the southern end of Saipan - for what 
I wonder what's holding up our mail - should 
now. 

It's hard sleeping topside now. The s~f:ll of dead Den on the 
beach is getting even worse - God, what a smell. 

Time - 1500. Just came down fro~ topside. I really saw a 
nice sight, about fifty "good" Japs. They were floating arou.nd 
in the water, deader than hell. All were pretty well bloated up -
one Japs legs were so swelled up that his pants were starting to 
rip. They must have been in the water for quite a while. It's 
funny that the fish didn't pick them apart - smart fish. 

Forty-third Dal' Out Tuesday, July 11 1944 

The "Slow Express" just cameout. According to the people 
back i~ the States, Sai~an has fallen to our forces. There is still 
fierce com~at on the northern tin of the island. I.iost of the 
Japs are now fighting a different type of wa!'fare - sniping fran 
trees and caves in the mountains and hills. Yesterday a Jap girl 
came down a hill with two hand grenades in her hair, 8.,)parently 
giving herself up - she got five marines on that trick 
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io:r'ty-ninth Day Out (from Hawaii) Monday, July 17 1944 

I've ret u.rnec. to the transport area this morr;ing. and the di visiQn commander v,ent ashore while we again (radar and sound picket), a few mile s ai'f Saipan. '{ie returned and the giG has left the ship to pick up the Co;n. - the mailman went, also. 

The Captain 
went to patro2. 
have just 
Captain a:'H~. 

The scuttle'out is really flying no '1\' - it seemS that either V:!ednesday or Thursday we will steam for Guam. Must be straight zt'J.:,:r because I noticej about a hundred and fifty ~ST' s come in tcday. It sure will be great to be on the Inc.-ve again. Guam shouldn'-:­;',e as hard as Saipan was - nothing could be. The 77th info Flege said we were going hack to Hawaii to pick up just pulled in today, ~here's ~ome dope all shot to hell. 

This damn area is crawling 
..... he'! ~Iave ter-'n feedinr- on. 
',:;:';e~ :',~~ £'I-'3.t them. -... 

:10 r.-.211 - damn it. 

,'iftieth Day Out 

wi th flier.;, 
The~r' re so 

Three gue sse s as to 
fat they don't even 

Tuesday, July 18 1944 

We were patroling the coast of Tinian last night. Radar picked up a target and after g.q. was sounded, it turned out to be Some kind of' a barge. We're in the transport area now - supposed to fuel and take ammunitiQn aboard sometime loday. I'm sure we will be leaving for Guam in a co uple of deys. Things are really moving in this area. Jack and I were figuring it up yesterday -we're 6000 miles from home - 1200 miles from Japan. I was listenir.g to a short wave broadcast from the states yesterday, really sou~ded swell. "Tokyo Rose" isn't saying much nowadays. She just talks \ about China. , 
Out on patrol again. This is getting tiresome. Mail was on the beach but we were unable to get it - it's come 6000 miles and we're unable to receive it - really makes sense. 

"Ae took on ammunition but no fuel. 

Fifty-first Day Out Wednesday, July 19 1044 

Just secured from Receiving fuel. If scuttle but proves to be correct we should get underway tomorrow for Gua.'Jl. It's been bombed several times by air. It's time for the troops to move in now. That means bombing of shore installations by the Fleet to cover the landings of our troops. We will most likely go in on the first wave - as 'fie did on Saipan. It's always been said that it's the Marine I s that make the first landing. Not in the Marianas -the Army hit the beach ahead of them. Out of the first three co~panie£ of soldiers that hit Saipan, only eighteen got back alive - I'll vever forget watching that slaughter-, a lot of young blood was spilled on that damn island. I was looking through the long-glass yesterday and on one section of the beach you could see white crosses dotted over hundreds of yards in this park-like area. They're still burnir.g those 15,000 Japs over there. We have about 1500 Jap civilians locked up on the island - wonder why we spared them? They say there will be snipers running loose on Saipan for the next six mon;tl2.s - plenty of place s to hide, 

• 
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Fifty-second :Ja~r Out 

The Ro"!:linson got underway at 08)0. We're escorting nine 
.L.CI's to Guam. We should be there tomorrow morning. It's onl\' 
35 miles from Saipan but theSE ;:larine boat::: can only steam six" 
knots. Whether we will El1t;aZe the enemy or not will remain to 
CE f.:cen. At Saipan they just put the Post Office on the beach; 
t~erE is 75 tons of mail there but only eight men to sert it 
se we didn't receive any. -;ihen we get back tt:.ere should be 
cl'J.ite a bunch for us. 

It's a little cooler out now and since we've left Saipan, 
v,,: Ie it all tho se damn flie s with it. 

/\.z and I have the mid-water. which isn't so hot seeing 
~~:_.t uener&l quarters 1112..11 start in the morning. 

'--iaven't iJeen t:ettin~ much slf>ep lately - tired as hell. 

?_:.:t::,r-third '.Jay Out Friday, July 21 1944 

,,'e passec. Rota during the night and pulled into Guam this 
:norning. They are really shelling it now - smoke is allover 
the island. From what I heard, we will return to Saipan this 
evening. It took us 24 hours to get here but onlJ.-" 8 to return. 
LeI's held us up. I cannot understand why we're going back. 
:11ust be because we I re no longer attached to the 5th Amfib. 
force. I can see that Guam is just about three times as large 
as Saipan. Ivluch larger mountains, also. Cocos island is very 
small piece of land on the tip of Guam. 

The following took place on the morning of the 21 st -
time - 0)00, 

I've really done it this time. Last night while on the 
mid-·"atch, I dozed off for a moment. It was just my luck to 
have the Captain walk into the Sound Room at the time. Of 
course he placed me on report and assured me that in a short 
ti~e, I would cease being SOh'l3/c. He was absolutely right, 
of course, and it was entirely my fault. My luck was bound 
to run out, sooner or later. 

Fifty-fourth Day Out Saturday, July 22 1944 

General quarters was sounded at 08]0 this morning and 
we commenced to shell Tinian, although this island is but three 
miles v,.est of the captured Saipan. There are supposed to be 
about six thousand enemy troops on it. We steamed back and 
forth firi~g tracers in the caves and burning cane fields, If 
anything moved then the forties would open up. We secured from 
g.q. in the evening but was sounded again at 0100 the next 
mornihg for about one hour. Then the regular condition took 
over tl:e firing. D day for landing troops on Tir..ian I hear, 
is the 24th. It's for sure and certain that we will be in on 
that. The sugar refinery and town is pretty well blown-up -
we finished the job last night by star shell~. 

~;lail came aboard first thing in the morning - what a relief l 
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Fifty-fifth Day Out ('lawaii 
;:inty-ninth !Jay 0\1-: (States July 2) 1944 

','[e're on partol no\';, just off Tin,ian. The island is still 
tai:ing, a pounding - both by sea and air. (Observation planes). 
I Lope we don't fire today. Could use some sleep. (God knows 
I need it after the other day). 

TOI,I~rrow treaDS will ashore on Tinian. From what I hear 
Ollr 811io will have-a screening station - not bad. The battleships 
Cc,::"'orado and assistif,g destroyers will do the shelling. 

:)rl€ ~:!Jndreth Da:t Out ,.londay, July 24 1944 

':'::,da~' is D dz.y for Tinian. ~roo?s have been put ashore on 
-::':-."'-'>-, :"'ides of the island. The Robinsor: was put on a screenin[; -

'+: ,:,.:f tJ.1e beach. Three ships were r.i t to,:ay - I was standine 
-\- '. :._·:.~ir1.:..:c; v:atching the battleship Colorado shell shore instal-

~ ~-~O!:':' v:he:1 all of a sudden the Japs opened up and put abou.t 
~2 :~eer: 5 t-:: 8 inch shells in the starboard side. of the wagon, 
~'.0ctinc out 2-5 inch and a couple of 40's. (20 men killed -
;': ,_~ ,~o \\'o";:,deo), She was about ten thou.sand yards off the 
:x:~ch WE" fired on the day cefore, we were only a thousand yards 
out - war.der why they let us alone. 

The destroyer Norman Scott (same class as ours) got hers 
the same time as the wagon did. She received two hits. One 
back aft knocking the steering gear out, the other hit the 
bridee (worst place to get hit). (18 men killed, including 
the Captain }O men wounded). The Cruiser (heavy) Louisville 
was hit als07 I didn't hear what her damage was but they buried 
her dead at sea about an hour ago. The other two ships took 
theirs over to- Saipan. 

While the island was under fire, I saw two of our planes 
::;et knocked down - one never dd.d pullout of a dive while the 
other, when it caught afire, tried to get away from the island 
but had to bailout its crew. One man landed alive (for the 
Japs). This evening shore guns on Saipan kept a steady po..mding 
on Tinian. Must have kept the enemy busy. On the enemy island, 
there are 6000 navy yard workmen and 14,000 troops. 

01CO. 7-25-44. I got a sound contact. '/Ie dropped a full 
pattern-medium depth on the second to the last run. Target waS 
doubtful. 

One Hundred First Day Out Tuesday, July 25 19~4 

iVe never did find out if that was a sub or not - never 
will know. Vie ca;ne into the transport area this [~oon. The 
Colorado was tied, up right off our beam. You can see where most 
of her hits were just above her water line. She was burnt 
pretty ba:l, mostly around the bo..,.,.. 

We're out on partol again, figure eights in front of Tinian. 
ourtroops, from what I hear, are having a hell of a time -
sounds like another Saipan. Tinian has been one of Japan's 
advanced Naval bases up to now. ;'le can sure put it to good use. 

1800 General quarters for shore bombardment. 

)0 
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Om'! :-iundred Fourth !Jay Out Friday, July 23 1944 

(Patrol off Tinian) ','ie' re still on. this dam!1 patrol 
off ~inian, same position and area that those three ships got 
smacked. They haven't put out those positi::Jns yet - expect to 
be bl::Jwn to hell any minute. Guess we were put here to draw 
the:n out and see just w~ere they're hi,jden. Vole were in the 
transport area for about a half hour to fuel but we're back to 
·:he ;rind ac;:ain. still no :nail. 

.\cc:;·rdine: to these guys around my rack, we should be in 
~:':f' St3.tes this time next year. ! St.l!'e hope so but doubt it. 

Th.1e 1 130J. The Ja~s are .gettine fresh. A large splash 
~?-n~ed about a 1000.y:-rd~ o:'f our stbd. beam. It came from 
.:..'l!"'.l.?"1 - about an el.;nt ll1cher. 'i/e've now Got about a third 
..:,.:,F' t~'e isla"1d with fairly small casualties. Tinian is the larc:;est 

.,,-1 ':"<H:t pJlvanced base i'1 :he Pacific, ideal for la:1d based 
),"'. ... Ta)an l)I"oper. 

Saturday, Jul,Y 29 1944 

~eneral qU2.~ters was sounded at 0730 this morning and we 
commenced to shell Tinian. IJe now have one half of the island 
which isn't bad, although we've met heavier resistance than 
was planned. The Japs took pot shots at us - a couple fifty 
yards off our bow and some off our bean. This ship must really 
be lucky - we've had so damn many close snaves. We made some 
good hits today - i!lstallations, dumps and oil tanks - not bad 
for a days work. 

I really got a start today. I was looking over the bridge 
at the island when I saw a periscope. I yelled out "Submarine 
off the starboard beam". Much to my embarassment, it turned 
out to be a paravane towed by a mine-sweeper'. (This small 
ship blew up a mine this afternoon). G.Q. was secured at 1600. 
Scuttlebut says we're takins an evacuation ship somewhere. 
j.jost likely Eniwetok a!' Guam - who knows? I don't know whether 
I've said this before or not, but we're the second best firing 
~ship in the Pacific. Not bad for a new ship. 

One Xundred Sixth Day Out Sunday, July JO 1944 

(Patrol - west of Tinian) I had my damn "deck" today­
~hem, Seaman Heinecke - that's me. I believe I can go up in 
three months, which won't be so bad after all. 

We steamed into the transport area for about two hours but 
the guys at the post office said our mail has been -f'orwarded 
to our next destination. Seeing that this evacuation sh~p 1S 
out God 1:now8 where we're being sent now. SOJle scuttle but was 
going around that we were returning to pearl Harbor pretty soon, 
but it doesn't seem probably - that's my idea, anyhow. Su!'e as 
hell I'd like some mail. Most likely it will tal~e weeks before 
we get it. - Oh, this God damned wart 

Still on this blasted partol duty. 
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One Hundred Eleventh !)ay Out Friday, August 4 1944 

Those shell backs have started in already. I'm now bald 
headed with a few tufts of hair stickine out here and there. 
"~.!'d, just to top it off, to add. that debonair look, what hair 
there is left is dyed stark, raving red. Plus a nice red P on 
,ny forehead (pollywog). It's only 0745 now, lo~d knows what 
else will happen. The officers are either serving chow or 
2inLins son~s in the mess hall. Some of the officers are even 
shi.'1ing shoes for the shell~. Some of the p's are even minus 
-+;1;-'?ir eyebrows - more damn fun - nuts: 

11JO. Ah, ha - der day has come - I"/e rebelled against the 
S's up on the fO;:81. 'llhat a slau,shter. We turned the hoses on 
'e"!l a!'ld painted their hair and faces red. The ~ost I suffered 
'.':22 3. bU:Tl-a on the head and a welted rear elevatlon. The Radar 
.=::£'icer was put on the bow with a bed sprinb' ::1e had to keep 

_ ::''i''':: around a!1d around yellinG ou:- contacts (hand-cuffed to 
;...:;-rin:::). The doctoY' had a swabbing job up forward while 

:... :':""~l~ ":~i!1e sweeper". 

1 h,':3:-: to scrub the deck with a tooth 'brush while a fire 
~~;)f:e was fLlll in my face - oh, am I sore. ~omorrow is the day 
':.'0 re<11ly ,:;et it! 

'\'1e passe d the small island of Kusaie. I believe it is 
baY'e of troops, 

One Hundred Twelfth Day Out Saturday, August 5 1944 

I'm now a shellback, but after what I went through I don't 
know whether it was worth it or not. They lined us all up in a 
row and wetted us down with a saltwater hose - then up a ladder 
to receive ten swats with a canvas club (wet). We were then put 
before the judge for our hearing (more swats). We, of course, 
pleaded guilty to being pollywogs so we all had to kiss the 
baby's 'belly which had grease on it, (a fat snipe). When you 
put your head down, he pu ::hed it in your face. Then I sang a 
song for the ki~g and received a pill (bitter) from the doc. 
After this came paint, grease, and graphite in my hair (what's 
left) face, mouth, eyes and chest. Then we ran the length of 
the ship, getting swats all the way - last, but no least, we 
crawled through a 20 foot canvas bag full of grease and our 
own hair receiving pelts all the way. What a mess and am I 
sore _ Shell back - great stuff. My -.. -.-' is as red as a beet! 

One Hundred Thirteenth Day Out Sur"d2.Y, August 6 1944 

Thank gosh, we're across the Equator, after four showerE 
the paint has at last come off. The barber trimmed my hair 
down ever: (skir. head). 

We should hit Guadalcanal in a few days - then on to the 
~~ew Hebrides to get rid of this evacuation ship which has been 
astern of us ever since we left the r,·~arshalls or rather, Saipan. 
Now that we're in the Southern Hemisphere, you can really 
notice the cr.ange - it's hotter than hell, frequent rains, and 
the ocean at times is like blass. Sunsets out here are really 
beautiful and the moon at night is huge. 
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One Hundred Seventeenth Day Out Thursday, August 10 19i.}4 

I Vlent ashore early this morning to the other side of 
Noulliea to the hospital. They straightened my glasses out in a 
few minutes, so instead of coming right back to the ship, I 
broke liberty - Christ, 'w'!hat a stinking burg. All the people 
speat French or ve-::y broten English. l',lost of the people on the 
island are natives. The men are way over six feet tall with 
~8.ir about a foot long (straight up). If they are single, they 
dye it red and if ma.rried they leave it black. 'y'ihat a sight 
to see those damn mugs r:.mr,-ing around with that red hair. Couldn't 
·,o.f.e out so hot local quail - they talk too fast for my limited 
PrE ncr:. ..:2.ybe next time! 

The :?c'::::ir.son is well %nown in this country now. All 
li'Je:--:y parties have come bac}: stinking drunI,;: on this native 
;:ine - three shots and ,You're out co':d -- tastes awful. The first 

'--ction be8t hell ovt of the S.P.'s and zot tossed in the brig­
'~~ co::;inC :'::'ad: now. 

:::t l::,:,}:s 1i::e there may not ':Ie any liberty tomorrow because 
-':;,i::: s!li,;,J d2..:nr, near tore the town apart. 'v-le're the only America;'; 
i:·-,~;;:-_i!,: if; this area at the pre[~ent - ashore you see plenty 
0: ?~el1ch sailers, 1'!8W Zealand soldiers, Australian soldiers 
(w:,ite and black), Navy "laves and Waacs and God knows what else. 
The town is the same as it was five hundred years ago. Same 
forts, buildings and houses. The churches are modern and rEally 
beautiful. 

They say this native brew will kill ·you if you drink 
enough of it and I don't doubt it a damn bit. As soon as you 
get a couple of shots in you, you wa~t to lick the world. After 
two drinks of that stuff, I'll quit for the day. 

u. S. S. ROBINSON (DD562) (Flae;ship) 
Destroyer Division one Hundred Twelve 
United States Pacific Fleet 

9 August 1944 

Executive Officer's r.1emorandum to the ~; 

1. All hands on board must stay in complete uniform of the day. 
Full suit of dungarees, white hat and regUlation shoes. 

2. No hell raising or foolishness of any sort will be tolerated 
ashore or on board. Any violation will be dealt with severely. 

J. Liberty parties must be in clean uniform, regulation shoes and 
also beards must be trimmed. 

" 4. NO l:NlVES WILL BE CARRIED ASHORE. 

M. HARVEY 
Lieutenant Commander, US~~ 
Executive Office~ 
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T~lC :'ive PCD's (e:ttacY.: t:::oan£'.ports) we'!,€, escortins, carr~! 
t~e u.:1der ... :ater demoli -:ior. sqt.:adE. The~e men are to clear 2.n area 
of ::"or'al reefs so the I.~ari.:lC:: and Arm~' car. 12.1:1. 

Tuesday, Sept 12 1944 

-::F!:1s':'"'.:.1 "=l'..:.s,::-"ters wa:J sOU:"l.ded at 2300 las"t night. c..'ur 
::.:..-.,,,~ )ic~:c,~ ;-:-;et ::0 re::-iztz..'1cC vlhatsoever when we stear::ed 

L~7 

~'~:.::..~~. :,:,:",;.:._~ J:' tl,e !.slar.Ld. l.t the crael<: of dawn, the tattleshi,?£ 
:-:"(1.-' c::>,)':"8e'..~3 opened ':ire V:':'t~l t~eir 14 and 16 inch guns (12 
~!.:'';:2...1<'l. ~"3.!'d~ :'r'o:~, -C::E' "Je2.cl':, ;):1-: o~ ot.<.r 5-inch ra..'1ge). Vie 

,~.... ::"~,!>-:'2 0:'1 cl...:.r.lp :':0 ':8.!'~ - C2.!".'t see the da:nabe so \\'£'12.. fro .. 
~':"::;t~:-!co, 211e :liell fire f!'J.': the islan.d ,P2.ssed over cur 

::::..:~_,"ie:3 ~.-::::"u~ ""i hy.=2r::;-j :,'a.!.~js ::.je2..:'j of us - :"";'[":'. shott, 

, ,- .: 
- .• -'-<-:,- • 

':",;0 o~ t~1e ?C.D. 's crashed jus'!; a few hours ago. One of 
t:--.e:r, has s'J.nl'.:. - all hands saved. 

3.Q. will be sounded at 0930 so will secure this for now -
be lieve Vie I re go ing to fi~e. 

1730 - Our c!ivision and a couple of cruisers went into 
Ecreen and to draw fire :'rom the demo Ii tion sqJ.ads as they laid 
charges in the reefs of Peleliu. i',lhile the ;nen went to thei::­
objective, we maintained a ra):'::! fire over their heads up and dow!1 
the beach with O\.lr fives and fort;ys. The Japs are smart. They're 
not disclosing any of thei~ pOSitions yet - they always wait 
until the troops start landi:1,f;. We went i:1 wi thi~ 600 ~rards 0-: 
t!1e ree f. I be lie ve that the Japs, like at Tinian I co uld have 
hit us bad but they're holding back until :J-day. The men in the 
boats !'ece,ived some machine gun fire and we so:ne J inch shells 
2.\)ath of 'J.S. I can see a Jap 1')1a:1e on the shore that had been 
l:noc1<.:ed dO\lm earlier. We spotted another on a small fiel::l, ~pparentl~' 
i~ good condition - we left it burning. It sure was interesting 
to watch our gunfire mow the palm trees down. I was watching one 
lar€e tree when we bowled it over, who should come tumbling from 
t~e top but a Jap spotter. Japanese gunfire got so heavy at one 
ti.1le that o'J.r boats had to retreat but went right back after a 
few salvos frQm our guns. 

?eleliu is quite a bit different f=on Saipan or Tinian which 
have hills and valleys. This island is more like Guadalcanal 
or Bougainville because of the land bei:1g so level t very thick 
jungle. Peleliu has about 4 thousnnd troops while Ngesbus, about 
two (TIiles from, Peleliu has 20 thousand. 

One ~undred Fifty First Day Out 'l'1ednesday, Sept 13 1944 

General quarters was sounded a± 0530 this morning. We steamed 
':':1 and cornrn€nced fireing on peleliu. Flege and I were really 
tept busy - we had to give ranges of the reef and the dep'th 
every 15 seconds. I was able to go out on the bridge every so 
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0ften so I ~aw everythinc:;. The J8})C fired at a cruise::." but shot 
:) ve!' it and da:rm near hit us. 'Jnce while chant;inc 0 u.r po si tion J 

8.bout 15 shells followed 0' ... [':' wn]-;:e ri.sht around in a circle -
close. The island is under a consta~t fire from the Fleet. 
?:--o:n the loots o£' thinzs, I don't believe ou~ troop£ will have 
such a bad tLne on ,:)-day. Secu:-ed [ra,n t:;.q. at 11JO. 

:-.'~. v,:af: GO W1de d at 1245 for shore 'Do:nbardment a~ain. The 
::'!~r:-;oli tion c!'€ws went in aGain, this time to set the char.;es off. 
',:'"tat 2. ::::i~ht - it th!'eVl water five hu..r1dred feet i!l the air. 
:'1',<"l.!:'e z:.::-8 -:I'.'u l)ath::: now cut i~ the reef fo!' the landin .. ~ oarty. 
;,::e ..... ·~,>'e cr8ws'" finished their worl.;: they caGe alon~ sid; on their 
\':[0,/ :<~c:;r toJ their own E!iips to tha.'1k us for our fire suppo!:'t. 
- ~:::'2::':!.~r :a':,;:e illY hat: off to -:!'lOGe guys - the:,.r did a daL~m good 

~".e S::i.Dl)er cong:-atulated ?lec:;e anj I on our good job on 
~'-- ::"_~ .8/,,"1 fa"tr,:li:lO!ter - 3. c:;ooG. jR,;.'. 

1 -,"""J - '!'::.(;, ,-T3.~)S just kn:)c][e: dOVI'!1 :me 0:: our planes - the 
,):-:.::' ~:, ::.~ar. 

One ~:1nd!:'e d _Fifty Second .Jay 0 llt Thursday, Sept 14 1944 

':Ie just lost a ship. the U.S.S. Perry, which is an A:,:. 
It !-~i t a mine just off the beach. j-;!ost of the men were saved. 

G .•. was sounded at 05JO. Secured at 0900. 

We're on a screening station now. We're covering a couple 
of cruisers and battleships. 

G.-1. at 1245 for shore bombardment. The demolition crews 
again we~t ashore to put the finishing touches on the break. 

i Everything is l?et for tomorrow, , 
~ Secured g.q. at 1600. Back on our screening station. 

U.S.S. ROBINSON (DD562) 

04JO All hands 
0500 Breakfast for 1st section 
0525 Breakfast for 2nd section 
0550 3reakfest for Jrd section 
0730 General quarters for shore bombardment 
0800-0939 Shore bombardment 
03JO ~OW ~OUR 
0945 (About) Secure from general quarters 
1100- Lunch for 2nd section 
1125 Lu~c~ for Jrd section 
1150 Lunch for 1st section 
1JOO Turn to. Sc!. ... ub down all weather decks 
1500 i:nock off work 
170J Su?per for 2nd section 
1725 Supper for 1st section 
1730 Supper !'or Jrd section 
2100 Lights out 

I.!. ~ARVEY 
LieutG!nan~ COi.lmander, USN 
Executive Officer 



One :::l!1dred Fifty Third :9ay Out ?riday, Sept 15 1944 

:l-day for peleliu - Palau Islands. Haw (0) Hour - 03;'0 

Ge!l~ral quarters was sO:..lnded at 0700 as we 'pulled into 
position off sho~e. Zero hour was 0330 for the i~vasion. Coming 
topsije t!1.is morning, I was surprised at the number of trar..sports, 
:.S,'~18, i.C.I's, '3.!'lj destroyers that were here. T:!1ey all came 
in last night. Just at dawn, we lost a plane. It was shot down 
in ~la!l:es. The [f,(:!1 aboard ."leyer Lad a chance. The amfib. tanks 
(duci:s) ..:.:loured ashore with ~he heaviest naval fire support I've 

e' \,,,' .. ~ .::>~e;.L' They hit the beuer. but wer.e turned back to sea acain 
J.: ~:,c '-'r.. ... ~s. ).f':er co.'1tintlal !1aval fire and bombing by planes, 
-:~-:c- ::'?:::,in·3s asain went in. This time they stucle I sa~ so:ne 
:;1' t}-,,,~ :)oats bloVln clea-:- out of the water, but every time the Japs 
:~l:",e,:'_, V:8 ' .... ould 8Ge and ·:JLH;" out the position .. Vie did s()me 

lls~~ =hoo~in6 ~oday, ~e~lly 011 the ball. 

_"'.-"_·~~>l:'--"''-~s dive-bombed the i£:land all day. They would dive 
>".-::v t'-.e smo]:e - strafe or ~o.nb and then zoo:n :.J.? again. 

~_'.' '!',·,,:er )-llled out - lord knows how mrmy we 10Et. V;e fire:d 
11 :.~;~. 0:; ?cleliu and secured at 18!5, \'.'!:.en we left our position 

.'.'e ;,':2r-2 450 yards in 0.:1. all the ':leaches. Now that we're in the 
-:::.-':t::..ck fleet, we ~/on't han.:.: arou.nd like in the past - hit and move 
0.":.. Fro.;) 'I:h8.t I hea:r, we will patrol for ten days and then move 
on ~o Yap of the Caroli~e Islands. 

From one source, I hear we are going back to the states and 
from another that we will spend Chrestmas in Australia. I believe 
I prefer the latter - when we hit the States, I want to stay 
there. 

We have withdrawn with battle wagons and cruisers, but will 
return in the lnorning for shore bombardment. 

One Hundred Fifty Fourth Day Out Saturday, Sept 16 1944 

General Quarters was sounde d at 1745 this morning for shore 
oombardment. This time we concentrated our fire on machine gun 
nest, caves, a~d any thine that even looked like an installation. 
','ie shelled the island all morning and secured g.q. at 11)0. 'j'Je 
then laii to and let the greener distroyers fire. 

l Our division co~~ander made four striper - full Captain. 
~Not bad, r-nr. a'Comey is off the a' Bannon which went down - belay 

that - damn near went down last year. 

He're on patrol now. Guess we will have it all night. 

One Hundred Fifty Fifth Day Out Sundal', Se pt 17 1944 

/ 

Nothing much doing today. We were s:.lpposed to fuel and ta!:e 
on ammunition to:lay but we didn't. '.Ie need 1500 pounds of A.A. 
"co:nmon, phosphorous, and 40 mm. common. \'le're never supposed 
to go beloVl a hundred thousand gallons of fuel but at the present 
time we have but twenty thousand. Seeing that we can't have 
movies in these waters, we now have re-broadcast records of 

1J.o 
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several programs from the States which we play up on the forecastle. 
~t sure is nice to cool off evenings, listening to those familiar 
2tatio!1s. We're very close to the equator which gives us v-,'aters 
as smooth and reflecting as a lake, beautiful sunsets, and sufferable 

\ ... _ weather . 

• 
\ 
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I hear we hit Ya~J in abo:;t a wee}:. Then I believe we have 
about a :nonth re.st cornine to .).2 - probably Eniwetok, Espiritu, 
or ~!o:..l;nea. 

';::'-'"12 ]u~jred Fifty Sixth Day Out hlonday, SelJt 18 1944 

lie refueled underway today from a tanker. On our screenin:::; 
p".t:"ol 'f!e left Peleliu and steamed 200 miles toward Yan but a!"e 
r:o',! l-le adeJ 'b3.ct:, The da~ .. s are Getting hotter now, the~ocear: 
":'s :2..1':! \','i~:--' ve:-y little ~reeze £0 tr.e sun beats down and al.11ost 
2~r.J"t:-:ers YOL:, 

I v.'onjer when 'Ne will receive mail! 

~n1e:; \':e Cet au:.- rest l)e!"iod -.. hope we 5,0 to Eniwetok -
-.·1 ;:",.','i':;~:·.i~If:. 

Tuesdz-y, Sep"t 19 194~, 

-,',:e [;ecured :'rorr; ?at!:',Jl and co:-r.menced to take on E'ome much 
nee:led a:n.::!ll:'1ition. tie had just started E.~d !lad taken about a 

5J 

tC:.n~h of the powder when we had orders to shove off. The transport 
we were taking this a:n:no from at the time was also loading up 
a cruiser on the other side, Immediately after sunset, we started 
firing star shells over this island, Angaur, I believe - There 
was quite a bit of Japanese resistance and our boys neededli€;ht 
EO they got it - one every ten minutes from dusk to dawn. 

II 
Tomorrow an admiral is supposed to come aboard. We're 

takine him some place up North - 3abelthaup is the name (wonder 
who dre~~s up these names?) 

There was an air-raid seventy miles north of us. 

One Hundred Fifty Eighth 9ay Out Wednesday, Sept 20 1944 

T!"_is morning the rear a1~ii:,c.l czrLe e::.board, bringing his 
staff with him - a vice-admiral, couple of commanders, lieutenants, 
ensigns, and eyen a chief. Vie reached our destina.tion, Babelthaup, 
an island of 20,000 Japs, a la!'ge town, and airfields. We're 
not going to take thi~ island. Instead, we' re trying to isolate 
it (a few bombings here and t~lere to kee;. the airstrips lcnocked 
out, gas and oil on the crops to starve them into su:'mission.) 
This island is on the Palal.l. group just seve:lty miles north of 
Peleliu. At present, there is a seaplane base here but plans 
are being made to make a huge Fleet anchorace. The oraid c~~e 
up to look it over. we pulled alongside an ammunition ship 
here and took an ammunition. All filled up noVi, This ammo ship 
\\'as in -::he raid last night - dar.:tn near go-: hit. We pullout 
in the morn..img. 

One Hundred Fift)' Ninth Day Out Thursday, Sept 21 1944 

We left Sabel thaup at dawn this mornine after placing the 
goldbraid aboard a platle bOllnd for Australie:, the lucky does. 
'i':e're back at Peleliu now doing: figure ei@;hts - patrol duty. 
The late st dope now is that we're not going to Yap but our ~ext 
Objective will be Mindanao Island located in the Philippines. 

An&uar Island has fallen to our force~ but Peleliu remains 
to be taken. 
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',":e h?J.ve E:E:cu!'ed fro ,;'1 our patrol :::tatio:1 (dusk) and have t2r.e:-. our po~itic:1. :.f~ Felcliu !'or r.i.:::tt .:'irln.::: of star s!-~e2.1s. 

Jne L:u.'1drec Sixtieth Day O'lt Friday, sept 22 1944 
'.le fired Eta!' shells all night u;.tll dawn. General quarters '· ... e.!: sou:-lded at 0700 thi~ marnin£., for shore ';Jol:'l'bardment on Pelr:liu. 

':ie :'irecl all day, we ate dinner on our battle stations, ::10) .... 'I"he:l we could a:'.:.d at lone laet, Vie secured f:-om e.q. ir. ",:1,,:'; r·v~::i:1.c. -~hE' :1otins011 :-,8.C been firing rr:ore than any other ~f.':-":':,v~re:..~ 2xound her - -<:!1E'~' \';~:.n~ a (;00'': ship for this task -::.h(':. ! 

.7'ro:'! ~cuttlebl!t I hE'ar \'Ie will 'we leavin[; within a few d2.~.'s. :~Cl~,~ '.!f? v:ill ~tear., to\','c.rd:: :':e','1 Q-'J.inea. 

-::.::. "!'J.E sounded o:t 0745 t:-lis rnorr.ing for shore bombardment ::: ...':8i:: on ?eleliu - what a Grind. :,\'e're doing damn good work -ta.:'"'_::s, installations, etc. SecL;.re g.q. at 1200. 

~ot damn - ~ail came aboard. 

I received ten letters today - not bad. 

'Ne're on standby fire tonight. I hope we can make it through the night without g,q. being sounded. 

(
Just secured from two air raids. As soon as we secured from one g.q. we went to the other within a few minutes. The , Japs on Peleliu had these ne"" planes in crates and put them I toeether under cove!" - which was why we didn't pick them up on l_.radar. ?S, The damn planes got away - took us by surprise. 

One Huncred Sixty Second Day Out Sunday, Sept 24 1944 
J Good hunting today. General quarters was sounded at 0400 
I this morning - about twenty barges full of Jap reinforcements \ and ammunition tried to sneak into Peleliu from another island \ U1J north. Radar picked them up about a mile from the Peleliu ! beach - just like shooting ducks in the water. Ne turned our ~ search lights on and fired star shells over them - it really lighted up the area. When a five inch projectile hits a barge full of Japs or ~~munition, it doesn't leave a hell of a lot. 'Nhile this was going on, another Japanese seaplane tried to I esca.pe, We '.:>lew hell out of it, "A very profitable morning'" " i 
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) We got underv.'ay al1d we're not at the anchorage off .5abelthaup to aGain take on am:nuni tion - we use it up fast, ',~e 've beer. loading all day but have now secured to continue in the morning. 

One :-!undred Sixty Third Day Out" Monday, sept 2.5 194,4 
'\'ie just secured from receivins; the rest of the ammunition and are now re-fueling. 

I think we're having a mri~n call today. 

,. 



., 1 +l~r: ~'~1i ,..,'" ?re he r~ ',':3..2. ~ L1b for Co 8!1ip '::r.i:::h ·,':ac· Gl;.P":'JO se ~ 
t·:) he~; \)~~··;lO·~'· !'~; me~t - :'.0 :!;e:.l·~ W~12.t -30-c;ve:!."'! 

','ie're a;;ai:1 alongsiie the 0, C' ~ 

1.1 .......... 

Saturday, Oct 7 1 ~4,·'.r 

Piedmo!1t. 

~::tr,in2 ~:l:..:.ci; is .;oir..,; 0:-:. o!' doir.; rig!1t now. We tal:e Or} 
,-::·:":.~:-:i"':2.or:. Q~"'oj stJres of:£' :=.:11 0.'1 bu-: ot:1€!'h'isg we ju.st 1.::'3.::1 and 

- - -': ! 

:::>,'er~·t1;i:--I':::: '!"'.as ~)ee:_ jro .l.::;h-': l~) to CO::lpleteness as far ~.:.. 
:~.2.tio~ a~~ rep2irs ar~ cQ~cerne1. 

::.'..;+ S'c.l!1jaJ, Cct g 

:l:e C:'..~':::'." :2..1.c..lly di3ci::e':: -:0 :3.0 :::o;;le-::-l.2.rl b abo:..tt the officer2' 
'--- :~!-:.:: :12.1~' -:':,e :ocsle (15 oi'.:"'i:er2) :'or the .-r;ovie, leavi::; t ..... e 
-.-'"~:·,2::'~ j-.c:.l:.' for ab.J:;.t ):)0 enlisted r'len. (~ule8 a!1d reGulations 

, ::::2.':'- - ",2vies aooard ship i?re for enlisted men. Officers ma~r 

~ ... .>w' - enlisted man showed up - incl'J.ding CPO's. Just the officers, 
... / '/1 come upon invi -:;ation from the crew). So, - last night not 2.:1 

V '"!lDvie operator and focsle sentry. The Officers .... ,1ere the lauc;hing 
Etock of all the other ships around us. I guess it really burned 

the;n up. 

( 

( 

-The dope !'lOW is that we leave the 12th. 

Ofie Hundred Seventy Seventh ~ay Out 

Liberty on I',lanuE today. 

:.londay, Oct 9 194!j. 

?itz and I went to Duffy's Tavern (a shack) and had some 
beer, then swLnming. It sure is a swell place for swimming but 
that's about all. I found sorne cat-eye shells in the sand, that's 
w!1at a large number of men ::10 when t!1.ey go there. y,re call it 
l,:anuc, actually it's a small island just off j,:anus. It's used 
as a recreation center for enlisted men off ships. You can 
drink all the beer you wa!1t, baseball, football, handball, fiGht~, 
swimming or just sleep. It has a fairly .lare;e tavern called 
Juffy's Tavern where the beer is issued out. Not bad - not gooe.. 

The rest of the stores have come aboard. 

One Eundred Seventy Eighth Day Out Tuesday, Oct 10 1944 

'ive leave the day after tOr:1orrow - Phili:t'>pines bound. This 
is going to be a long operation. Probably run into ;aont!ls. 
On2 thinCO' is for sure and tha~' s that we will be seeini; a hu.ge 
sea battl;:. 

I sure am seeing the Paci~ic. Philippines next, then 
proba'Jly China etc. - Japan! 

All the crew is gettin.:; plenty of rest. I believe we will 
be needing it soon. 

h'jovies tonight. 



! 
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One ;-:l,ul.dred Eieht~· Fifth Joy O:Jt Tuecday, Oct 17 1944 

Jinacat Island.;" Philippine s. 

At 1000 last night WE s"tarted to steam ahead at flanl-c speed 
into t~e wildeE't storm I've yet to see. it was an overcast night 
ar~1 Y:;l). couldn't see your hand before your face it was S3 dar}:. 
r-:: ';,a8 SO roug~·l it actually flipped t!1ree depth charges from 
~~leir racJes, 'ne:"", were throw:1. fror!! their racks in all compa~tmer.tE:. 
C'"1e of "the c:rev!, :lef.:ker, was throw!1 fro:n the torpedo ':eck to 
""'::--.e ':;"t3..:-: c1ec~: b-:-e2.1:in[; his bad: - he is in pretty bad shape now, 
~...-;.::<' .. C' "':0 ~:,J'''''J, At 0400 the U.S.S. Robinson, and "..i.S.S. :toss, 
~ ~0~', ~,P,J. anj ~ine Eweeper2 steamed onto the island, firi~c 
-;-:: t:~e \·;eac!'.. It sounds cr2.z~r, t~at, but a handful of s~.ips 
·"'''_l~e 2.ctu.2.l.:!.~· t1;e first to ~i t th~ .?hili.?pines, b:Jt that's just 
:·1· .. --: ":Cl.:)·'Je.'"!eS', E:tr:::.nr·e2." ttil2- i~ ,::!-:e 13.ct that we met no retL<.rn 
~~ '"-::. f::-;?! t'"'e beac,", : the stO::-:-:l \,.3.:3 "too larL"e to en.able t'1e 

._ to la~~ch ai::-Fla~es or ~enj c~::-face craft - what a bree:: 
~ .;::- d:;.t:.' is -:0 clear an area 0':- :"!!i!"J.es in J6 hours (-::--.e 

,.0 :::\~ll 0: the:;!). ';:e've ·~epn at i"t all d2.~" - sec':..:::'ec. .:;.r:;,. 
::' S ':":!.i!'":inC s..) h"l.rc :,"C ,I. ~2.!1 1-;8rc.l~' st:?t!1d C!: YOllT feet 

. "_1'.C_~t. '~2.':,~ s':.'ept of'f. 

One ~:ll~dred Ei;tty Sixth Day Out Viednesday, Oct 18 1944 

Leyte, Island: Philippines. 

In destroying mine8 during the storm we lost three mine 
sweepers - most of the survivors were found and picked up. 
The bay is al1J.ost completely swept now, . Battlewago..'1s and cruisers 
have ';~:":.' CC'!~.E, :'r:. to borr:bard Leyte. The i"sland is very larf;e 
',':i th huge mountains - nice looking country. There are over 200 ,000 
people the:-e, of whic~ 40 ,000 are Japs, No returr. fire from tr .. iEJ 
beach either. I,Iu~t be hiding in the mountains. 

~!cker v.'as put aboard the battleship Per.n. for surgical 
attentio:-L 

The Japs expected us to strike at r,~indanao, but this se£::nS 
like too ~uch surnrise. It's rwnored that the Philinos have 
for:ned in bands which control sections of the island, whic:!1 
rr,akes it a hell of a let easier for us. 

We've been at general quarters almost steady since we s.rrived 
here - co uld use sor:le shuteye. 

1900 - air raid. 

One !rur..dred Eighty Seventh Day Out Thursday. Oct 19194Lf 

General quarters all last night, FOL~r Japs flew over, 
dropping their bombs - missed and ran like' hell. one plane 
dropped a bomb between UE and the cruiser Homolulu. The Jap 
~ollowed the borr.b, beir.:?;. hit t~, our own plane. The crew isn't 
Getting hardly any slee·p, I'm sure tired. We're retiring from 
this area now. ';;e're ir:. charge of -one group of .i..,i,l.' s while 
the ~oss ttkes the ~est of them. 

L Cur sister ship, the U.S.S. :;toss (DD 56) just hit a ;nine. t'! tearing out her fo:::,' d e.ngine room causing a list of 7 de£rees. 
; ~ _They're Laing to ra'l1 the beach to keep her aflo.at. -+ 

\~ In making a turn. she just hit another amidships, causing 
',t a list of 14~ degrees. They've lost all power throughout the ship . 

. _- ~escue boats are on their way to assist her. ':::he Ross if:: unable 

, 



• 

l 

,/', o :n::-J:c t!i beach bilt iE s"tayin,s aflcat 
J.:nue!' 0: illed or wuundcd it, inl:r.cVI:l. 
i::-!'. to t3 e o:f wei;;htl 

~:1E~lj' . aircr2.ft a~)proa.ching - b. q. 

wi t~. tr.e e.id of l}J.;'.,:Jc. 
~hef.fir€d all lC 
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Friday, 0c-:o(:·E'::-- 2.:' 

_:~ !:~Ge "task force ste::::.:!:ej i:1 -t!-:is :norr..ine:. T!ie landir.£ 
"\" +""·':;0'1"" j-,""" c--t~""+ed - we've '~·e"''''' ·JOL[t·c'''''.,..din~ a'l da,;. .. on L€I,'te 
".~~~~_,2.;;f:'~<":~et ~~l; troopf to ~s;is~~ t;~';l 'inOany \'Jo.y. ~esi;-:a,;ce 

L. ~'-:-:. ....:2) torpene ~Io!:<)ers flE:'I'.' in. One 2.2.G.i'lched a 
...... : -+::-,,,-' =18.':': Cr'JifE-!' TJ. S.:::. :~o ..... ~o1.;lu in tlJe ~ow. 

~C~ ~2~ i~~o the beGet to l:ee; her aflJat - da~nCE- is t2d! 

~~e ?otin£on's luck is still running strong - on the night 
~~ "':!-',e storm \'.'0 \'fere operatinf;:; in the area the Ross got hit. 

we had hit a mine that nieht, we would have sunk in a r.l2.tter 
seconds and all l:ands would have been lost in that storr.:. 

~,1en 'i,'ho we!'e killed aboard the Ross have just been buried 
sea. I have so~e good :riends aboard her -- ? 

One 1:undre d Eighty Ninth Day Out Saturday, Oct 21 1944 

The Japane se raid us every morning and night. ','Ie I re lucky 
if we get four hours sleep in twenty four!! 

ThE: Ross was hit again last night - this time by a bomb, 
killing---mo!'e than twenty men. Lord ~cnows how man~r wounde d a!1d 
dead are aboard now . 

An Australian cruiser was bombed this morning, knocking 
__ out the bridge - why in the hell do they always hit the bridge? 

g.q. station!) 

Two Japanese zero's came in flying low over all the ships 

/
/ in this bay - they were so low everybody thought they were ours.' 

I'hey dropped two bombs off our beam while flying at )00 feet, 

L only one man (20 mm. on fantail) opened up - he just barely missed . 
. On the bridge t I could see the markings on them as they flew over­

whe w! 

:\~cArthur just went ashore - he gave a speech over the 
radio direct to the States. 'Ilhat a sad line of flag-waving 

~that guy handed out about this engagement - our hero! Bah, Ra~, Rah. 

One r:undred Ninetieth Day Out Sun cay , Oct 22 194·4 

Air raid last ni tht - two bombers came - two knccke d dow!"!. 

Air raid this :nornipg - one torpedo plane c~me - one s!iot 
down. 
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( ';':e were on t!:e alert all last ni~ht. 
supposed to have .gotten throuc1 .... Tad: Force 
':,~e' 1:"e ready for a sea bat"!::le s.t a moment 's 

Jal)ane se task 
5.3 and heeded 
notice. 

force i.!:.; 

t~is 'I·,'C:.~'. 

"~- " 

':/e refueled fro:n the battleship California this meDing . . , 
One of 01..11"' planes was l:nocked down this noon. ::e crashed 

ri..:;:--:t i.'1 front of us - \ .. e pic}~ec up the pilot. 

: t",i=:}: the ~oss waf hit agai:l - I'm not sure, thou~h. 

:':"..:,\tin.; on :'ej"te is 2:ill ver~" much in our favor. The 
~~~:Jc. .. -)S c:.:"e :rd}'.in.:: e,00C lJ!'oc,ress. This opt!'s.tion f::pli ts the 
~!·.il":'l_:r:i{"Jt-·s in Lalf - ve!,~r c.:;ood ;no VIS , 

.~_i:, rlli d ---

;-t:. 

! .. fter this !norni!1';' S air raid (1 l)2.ane shot do'tlr.) - t!1inbs 
caLned dO~'m for a change. Every morning we have to get under'l.'8S 
a!1.d lay a smoke screen when the Japs come - same thing at night ... 
Today between watches, I got the best sleep since we carae here -
four straight hours. 

The empty transports and. so~e sweeps are supposed to leave 
tOil,orrow, leaving onljr warships here. 

/"" Some Filipinoes came alongside today in a dugout. The~.' 
U','aved, shouted and jabbered away, trying to tell us how glad they 

were to see us. They sure are little guys. 

G In last night's ~moke screen, the battleship Tenn rammed 
and sunk a cargo ship. 

3o.;e~rs (airplane s - enemy* are showing up early toniG~t. G. 2. ) 

One Hundred Ninety Secor.d Day Out Tue sday, Oct 24- 19L!.Jj. 

lie In last ni&ht's air-raid the rotten Japs bombed and strafed 
a large ~ospital ship full of wounded men - it was clearly markec 

;J with crosse~., etc. 

it 
! 1 
\; 

(l The U.S,S. Leutze, a destroyer we've been operating with 
I since the I.iarianas was hit this morning by a bomb, starting 

L a fire. It was put out with small damaee, killinf.; only two men. 
A tra~sport ..... a8 also sunk. About a 100 Japanese came over this 
tirue - 1 shot down. 

, , The U.S.S. ;::'obinson is now Squadron Flagship. 

The 
planes. 
They are 

carrier, U.S.S. Princeton, y.tas just sunk by enemy 
This is it: The Japane se -fleet is arriving tonight. 
co::;.ing from I.andanao, u.p the channe 1 to 1eyte. 

Japa~= 2 battleEhips, 2 heavy cru.isers, 7 destroyers. 
us:~: 5 battleshil)S, 7 cruisers, 15 destro~"ers. 
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rl:..i.E is ::-02:::11:-, [oin" to be 0 fight - ou.r firctsea en';3e,..err:.er:."t. 

S~rface ccntact. S.~. 1300. 

enc: :::..:.:dred !';inety Third Jay Out 

Sea E.'l,sa:eonent; T~e Ja'ttle of Surigao Strait. 

'":-e:"lCl"al 2;.<';2.:'"';ers v:as soun~ed at 1·380 last niGht tc e:'£:B.e;;e 
(-,":(,,':::, '!:-,in.r:i:1£; bac1: :0 it seems IH::e an unrea.l dream. 

L'~._):~nl s SOU.thE::-rl :?leet left the Celebes to steam u.p tl'.€ 
:: :....,.:. .. ::~c St:-ai ts, their pv.~pc:se was to hit our force stationed 
)"'~ Le~'t2 (:.eyte GLlJ.r). :11ei:: force consisted of 2 battleE:lipc, 
- . ";~~Er2 ~~j 7 ~c~trcyerc. Cur fo:'ce ccn~isted cf 5 bnt~leshi~2; 

- C' '>li~o~Li"", ,);est \':1~:.::i!1i2'1 :3.~la,'\j, 'I'ennesBee, anc_ 
. i. ~'i. 7: c!".i.L::2rs (1 V:G.~::: )..:J,s-J:;!.'uli2.:.) 2nd 12 des'troyer~, 

';'~:''-' +.;-';'- -:.:'-:.S. ?o:_'L;~::~~;'8 112th J5..visicn . 

. ~.f'tG::"~ ...-' -:;.. i'[8.S sounie:: o~r force forn1ec Ol:r battle form..atioJ':., 
'7':'~. :'..~0·:S (-.\'12 le-:'! t~1e le:Pt flank). Then it W2.S hours of ·\·.'.aitir:,·.~ 

'-.i-::'·':-"l ::..~es.ll:' :.;:e't2 on ~r:):"lr ':.E!"VEC! ~he night was pitch blacl: - ..... 
:":,,'='.'~:C.r \~'e:::"e the e:'es of the ships - lookou.ts were helpless. t.t 
02':;') ~:'1e ene!T<1 ca:ne - left :'ull rudder - all ahead flank. The 
',,,'agons and cruisers hung back to furnish surface fire to cover 
the destroyers. whose job was to steam right under 
the Jap's noses to fire their deadly torpedoes, then fall back 
aild retire. The sound gear was put in standby due to high spee d 
so I was able to watch from the flying bridge. The heavier 
ships now had opened up - you could see the tracers from the 
shells being exchanged. It did my heart good to 
see the .shells explode on the decks of the enemy ships. Vie were 
still steaming at flank speed towards the enemy, a bit to the 
left. Our gu~s were silent to help from disclosing our pcsition. 
1. starsheill burst dead ahead of us, lighting us up in full view . 
The Japanese, discovering us, turned some of their secondary 
fire on us (5 inch). I felt the butterflies in my belly when 
I was three salvos () sne,lls in each) - corr.e sailing toward "us" 
and ~rou know there is!1't a thing you c.an do except water. with 
your finGers crossed. They sailed over us - hitting one of our 
division aEtern on our po~t quarter - the U.S.S. Grant. It looked 
like suicide but we still kept goinG in closer to our objective, 
Q'J.!' wagons '.\'ere lay in::: our a barrage that 'Nas beautiful. We 
""ere almost at firing range and at each count a fish woule. slide 
fro:T: Our tubes. - Objective: - .\ battle ship. (Two or :nore hit, 
2nd the wagon sunk). Then those wonde!'ful words, "retire" 
'Jla=ed out, we were Laing so fast it was almost impossible to 
tUrn around so we swung to the left, laying ou't a smoke screen 
(the enemy was within sight). i'lhile makine; t!:.is v/ide turr~, La.."ld 
loomed up dead ahead. The Skipper yelled out "port Engir~esJ 
emerGency ~tOPf left' full rude!er". I. grabbed onto the bulkhead -
I would have sworn we were going aground. Vie could easily make 
OL:t the features of the island in the dark. We .... :ere so close I 
coulj see the trees, roc!':s. s3~d, etc. I ran into the sound:!:'oom 
ta tal-::e a fathommete!:' re3.J':'ns; - Ze!"c ~ As we ',Tee-red away fror.; 
land, Qur screws threw up sard ac .. d nud. It waG as,,"close t"i;O':'!'1'; 
cround as was possible - luc1'::y again. It was allover alm:.st 
as sao!! a:::: it started. ....Ie.· re one o..f few :1estro,:,'ers "rho have ev(:r 
:;I?~de a to!'pedo attacl,: on a battleship - a!1.d lived to talk aOolJ.~ 
it. I ca..rl!'lot u.'1.derstar~d !'lOVl a ship carl be so lllck~r. Oll!"' for-:;c 
sl1!1i-: t~e cne:ny fle::?t dovJn to the last destro~rer. Our l:.sse:s 
","::~re the U.S.S. Grant darnazed - ohe's still afloat. \'"r:;.':'le ','If;. 

1;,'G!'e mal:ing our attacl::, the er.er:",~.-I s :Iort?lern flee t, cO!1sistinc 
0: 4- cruiserG and about 10 destro~Ters came around Samar to stri~:e 
au2.~ rec.r. T!1ey would h.av'2. if it w&sn't far those t!":.rec gallant 
destroyers who made a suicide torpedc runs to stop them. 
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.~.ll ~r.~"':;s '2c~-:~o~'c."'::: ',',:;rc ~J.~1;:(ve:"':/ 1'ev; SJ.l ... vivo.:. ... f;) b'..:.t .0.C-: 

"d-:;-~,;.t.<"; lsavin; t~1ei::- "£,i:O:!l" i1-. ~he cne!!lY. ~w:> of the :!est::. ... ;)~rerE 
\.:~:'E:- thf U.S.S. 'l.~OVI= a::.d :!H,: ::.S,:::, ::'ell. ,They s~ved OlL' 
c:-:::,"::'ie!'s t!1e:' .,'€::::'€ Ecc'Jrti:i';. 0::1:' one carrier Vias su.:l~~ -
:!":E ::"12: st rt:! ce i ve J. ini~0!, '!_:J.3:?J.'~}"~. T!:e .Japz.r".e- £e 10 '2.t 2 c:"J.i '2:E ::-E '2..:'.:' 5 
~E:;:-tr,:;:·e:::,s. The re -i8.i.=;.cer 0::' t!:.e .:'lee":; re:t!'€a-:ed . 

. ".s ·j.a~':n b~J;;:r,;, :: '.',';';'::; ste.:-.1:"'n; 0:1 tl:>.e J:)or"t \'!i:~~ of t!:'E ':'ri:1.:...,E' 
'i:"~' r ':-'0 ::-;; C 2,:::(: :: ':;;:'" 3. ::~~.2 t J: v.'::;,e c!~abE • Amon.:; this :nass I','ere 
:'8:'1":; '11~8U~ tr.:-eG hunc.:::,,":·j ... Ta.l: ;::":'':''1i'\":'!''s - ',le (JDJ'E) stea,1ed ::~. 
-':",(":' ("':.':: 1 _~"': \~8C~,,::,':;J~rzr J?~ . .r~ 80:.1'2 ::,~':der on a:ld :J10\",'e::: throLlL:~ 

.. r_::.~.) ':':;~t: (.,.:.":113:2 C2.:;-;C over :1-,e :'~S to l.)ici: the;r; :Jp SO 
';.'_ :":l.-~:'Le~. ~'lcL ~:. the<':", &:'l:: IJ.id ::.:.. ,';e ~\-!-.i:::tled and Vl8.Vec. 

!",- ",::':,(> ·::,::,:.c..:;e :-:;~, t~:E:": -:'.; c'"):r;e a;Jo8..:::'C w::i~e the 1.:12:-" 0:1 :;!1e 
,":::.::'l ':12:::-.~d ::::ives ::':':':~ ilJ.vit~·.: t:~e::1 e.'-:'oarc. - nO!1e ~eel,lej :c 
':; ~-.J 3.CCC~)t. ~::e J2.p::: nS::"::::'2st Oll.~~ shir (a~JJu.t :5 feet) pu.lle.::. 

.L~';.eL~ ~:~:iv2: :;',,"ld s!:c.::::,ted cu-:·~i:l<:.. ~!leir throz..ts. '!'here W8.:::: 
'- ~"'2 i--: "'.:'".i:- ~:J '::'2 -:c<::::ec: ::'i";co -l.;;J 4:;::er;" t'ie fins.ll:: .::;ot 

~ '---~ :'<::":-':: ::::,s:~~3e:::, :::' '::~:i-:cJ 2.::::'')L.~:':: :or a w!'-.i1e lonber, 
.~ .. c~. :'hs- 1.~8:'·-':: :.:.::' >~:-,e :~.l..~'!iv.)r::: \'!erB C.iE1Jo€ej 

~,,·,~1- c!:~:~?S a~~ ~~c~i:_£ ~~~~ - t~eJ can't S8.y we did~'t 
:",',; ::: cr::':1ce. 

:,~ !'-."'.'2 bee:1 ha·"i.1.s z..ir Y'3ic.s 2.11 ~a.:;' - teo dar:m man:' Je.;t 
:.i::-)l:c::,=c 3.::-,ou.'1: -:hiE:: plac'2:. 

0!1e Hund!'ed Ni!1.ety Fo urth Day Out Thursday, Oct 26 1944 

I've had about 6 hours sleep in the last 5 days and nibhts -
t~e futu!'€ doesn't look any brighter. 

Nir attacks are steady - not enough air support. They hit 
one 0::' ou.!' destroyers today. It went dovm in 20 seconds, Few 
survivors, the crew never had a chance or enough 'time to get 
awa,Y. Aircraft hi -:: some of our smaller units - damage is unknown. 

','le're expecting the Japs to hit us again by sea - (don't 
tell me we have to go through that again?). I'm so tired I 
really don't Give a damn any more. 

\ 

Our Jap prisoner can speak a little English but won't! 
-"ie gave him a shower and got the oil off hi:n, then gave him 
chow. He seems satisfied, 

195th :layOut !'ri day. Gct 27 1944 

Our force is still in formation. We just cruise arOlL"1::J. 
and wait. A Jap task force is still expected. 

\Ve fought through a large air raid last night, 
ships were damaged. 7 Japs were shot down. 

Some of our 

I sure feel a lot better. Got 6 hours sleep last night. 

The Crew is really talcing all this :well. ':ie' 're had O:1.e 
;ne,n go crazy and he is in -:he States by nov,'. (:,!a.,Ybe he wasn't 
~:) c!'azy after all.) 

','/e bot rid of our prisoner toda~' - it's about ti:ne. 

I'~ so blasted tired I feel like a machi~e. ~amn this rotte~ 
war . 

• 
\ 



( 

/_ It 100i:s likE "'tl-:is Jar> tack ~orce isn't cOi.lin..;, after all. 
',','e :-:3.ve enough :1e1?e toput up a '::~:r.:'i. bood !'i~'!"'.t, even if it's 
t!":...I'O'_ that t)-;e~r :)'J.tnu~bcr us. 

':'!"le U.S.S. Abne~ Reed p;,.;.lled in today. /J .• large a:Y1o!lnt 'J:' 
Gur ere'.',' ',':er'tt 2.~oc:.::,d !"leI' in. Sa:l. ::-'ra:1cisco for a £:ix-day cruise. 
S'::'::.e class ::1ce;"'t~oJer 3.E o"'-~s. 

,:1.::.t 2. ~:ell D:: 8. f:V!~,· to 3tart 
:~~~~ ~l~ attac~s. 

the !1€ ..... ;~,O:1th - tv/o 

I. '!'he '_·.S.S. ::illc-:"-""l, 31.:.Eh, A:11:ner. ar.d Claxton, were 
~ C~l :h-:< f:!..:r:::t :::-a:.'. ~~le J;::]aneS8 ~'.a.,e chanGed thei!' for::, 

L~::.. It's suicide~:r~sh bC~lti~; now. Ttey carry a 500 
G .~ 2~JJt ~JJJ f~et ~~ove a ~hip. ':'hen, after picking 

~_. t3.r'o;...~?-t-, t:,e:/ Jiva s"'::rai,)lt GO\\'''''-: tG cro.>,~!1 en the ship. 
~,:._ ~ir~ lit~ hell b~"':: they ~ever see;~ to notice. The 

:.':'::':s,.:. \,,'2,S .:-i,.:;ht ::tlo~1bside 0: us about 3000 yards on our star-
, -.~-' ::'.:y<ll~~er. :'w:J "';o!:'pejo2 ju~t :!:issed her, a disabled pl8.rlc 
~~,!,] f:)r :1e!:', landing in ::e:!.~ wa)-:e •. l.S if all this wasn't enoJ.gh, 
:3.. .5JJ )Qu!1d bom~ landed a little left of her bow (port) - the 

t shrapnel blew a series of holes inher side. One was big enough J, to drive a truck through. 15 killed, 14 wounded. The Am:r;en 
had a stack clipped off by a plane and half of t~e other. I 
don't know the nature of the damage aboard the Claxton and Sush. 

\ All four destroyers remained afloat. 

II. As soon as we secured from the first raid, the Japs 
came over again. The U.S.S. Abner Reed was steaming along beside 
us on our starboard beam when the raid started. I was watching 
from starboard wine when this Japanese plane started his dive. 
It came so fast, it seemed like the reed hardly had time to fi:::-e -
when it was about JOO feet above her, machine gun.s were the 
only weapon they could use. The plane exploded about 20 feet 
a.bove the ship. spreading burning gas allover the decks, 
blowing up three mae;azines. The ship went down in less than 15 

\ 

:ninutes. HOVI .nany got off, I don't l{noVl - it sure looked bad, 

\ 

just roaring flame. 

(
Dugout Dug (:.lacArthur) is sure ---ing the fleet. ':ie're 

I not getting any air support at all - except when the raid is over: 

Ahem: Flash! - J.e. !ieinecke Sl/c. made his rate back 
to day - So :.1)/ c again. 

if ! ': 

201 st Day Out Thursday, Nov 2 1944 

The damn Japanese airforce is still giving us a bad time. 
:.~aybe I'm wrong: but it sure looks fishy - every time we secure 
from a raid the sky is full of P-.3S' s, alwa~'s when the fight 
is over. I haven't seen a dog fight out here yet. The Navy .~.ir 
corps is really d0ing the fighting but y.'e haven't enou;h 0:: tr.sffi. 

It 8i ve s ~'ou a odd feelir.G to see the E'hips arc und ~rou be inz 
hi t - you wonder why yo:.! were:1' t picked out also. Lady Lu:::}: is 
still with us! I sure don't GO for this su.icide stuff. 

Our force has been cut down a hit but we're still a fast, 
hard-hittinG outfit . 

• 



\f 

·,.'e v:12..1 r.ave to take on ~toreG pretty SOO!1. ','ie' re 2.L:08t 
out :;f c:jU\": - be.3.n~ arc corllin...:; "to~ often . 

.Ju~t sE:c'..:.rej fr,):!, an air 3.ttac~-;:, T!1e J::>.;n:: are kee;i~<::. clo::.:r 
t;:,;:..::· C-""~ u.s. ?le2.s2~n-:' fello\"~, 

':e're still s-:ec::..f:,i:-:.:: 3.1one:: vii th the main task force. 
:'"!'",if.: .~.:..lstralian cruiE"e:- really has so:ne LO:'~ radar bear. 

:'e ':::,e 3.l':;2.~rs firs-: to report boceys . 

.... T:..~·S ~lc''': ,)'JE:r :::":2i::. ""'::t:'~ ~iJcr:".i::i: b:.lt were d:::-iv€::. 
~.13.n.0'- (~JaV~.'1 o~ c·).~r::·c;). 

- 'c,..' 

. .'::'.3..:.! :8..':IC 2.:':'82..:::--:: t!1is a:tern8c:-:' - ]4 E'8.cks. 

- ~it !~e :ackpot - )2 l~tters anf 1 pkg. 

216Jay out Friday, Noy 17 194J.j-

The Robinson had some good huntint;; last night -

All hands were enjoyj:ng.::.:their mail when the Japs decided 
to bust it up. General quarters was sounded so we ran to OL:.r 
stations. It v.'as just turninE; dark. A hospital ship was about 
a :nile from us so it's lights showed us up, (A ho spi tal ship 
carries no guns and never steams with \vars!1ips. At night she 
does not carken ship but 100}[8 like a Christmas tree). This ole 
Nip comes in on ou.r s~arboard beam - cuts around our bow and 
di ve s in on 0 ur port si je , ','ihen it was 3800 yards, it cut loa se -
the Ja, is now enjoyin£ the company of his honorable ancesto~s! 
~he Japs didn't bother the hospital ship this time. It's the 
same one that was bombed and strafe d W!1en we had an earlier 
raid. 

j'le [roay get underway tomorrow! 

217th Jay Out Saturday, Nov 12- 19!.j-4 

'/:e're u.nderway - bo und for j.janus, l·.dmi~al tie s. 

Fro.':l. what I 
for a few da,Ys. 
ta~-::e on st.ores. 
LUZon - nuts. 

hear (scuttlebut) - we will onl;y be in "janus 
Time enough to Elake our e;r.ergency repairs an.d 
~hen bacl-;: to the Philippines to hit Cebu or 

;' ":!elre stea~ing along with the U.S.S. Californi2., J c~'J.isers 
~. (i~cluding Australian), and 5 destroyer£. 

~he Vleather is gettinc '.var:ne!'. 



( 

l 

ne~ - still s~eQ~in; alon~ at 15 knots toward~ 

'!'han~: 'Jod \'Ie're <....E-l:;-';i~::; sto:~eE.' 800 .... 1 - t!1e cho\~ if al:n;)£::: 
~:~_S'2t8,-.Jle n:.y:, 

,'f- c..:."uf.:.;::·c.<l "the :S:':L.Ca-';.::~ ~O'::3:!. 7J.-;i2 L'!akes the fif'tr, ti:;le -
i [::~t~,. 

v,"ill ["-:'2,;,,' i.:1':;:) -::-,€ _'"_'hi-;2ltie~· ~v::-.orro\', ,!:oY' .... !in::; -
,'-l:: :':::0.:/ VC r~' lu:',,;; -:[:0, .... :::;'1. 

-:~_r-~" i[ r<:-~,.':l..,· }lrJt! ll! :: V:O"!(!·2r 'l"i:--:'2.t it feels 
C~..J J 1 ? 

C·.;arw.s - Admiral tie s) 

(___ llhile in si.;;ht of land we had target practice - vo'e knocl~e~ 
three sleeves down - not bad at all. , 

'/le're tied up alongside the tender Piedmont in See adler bay. 

)'ie've "taken on a larGe amount 0:' stores - more to:norroVi, 

i.ioyie s on the foc' sle. 

n / and 
men 

Just before coming in an ammunition ship blew. A destroyer 
a P.C. were alongside at the time. There \'ie!'€ about three 
left alive from all three ships - that's the way it goes. 

221 st Day Out ','lednesda:,!, NoV 22 194! 

Second section rec:reation part;)! today. 

Just came ba.ck from liberty. Had a few beers at Duffy's 
':'avern and went swimming - I have a feeling I may be needing 
the experience soon! 

The crew of our ship and another can got in a fight on the 
bead: and on the boat returning - I guess you could call it more 
of a brawl. Outf2;ide of a '!ew bloody noses and lips, everyt~i:1g 
was 0.:;:. 

I ~ade an appointment with the der.tist aboard the tender 
for 1)00 tomorrow. 

222nd Ja~r Out 

At q,uarters this morning, t!1e Ca;>tain E;2.ve a speech -

L' ;'-:e con::rrat:J.le.ted us on 0:...11'" last operation but said our next ','.'ill 
~ ~ 

\ 
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Tues~a:/, :'£c 12 l~ll.;..': 

',',-e :·.~I~lle:' 2.lon;.;:~ic.e "'.:he b3.~~'.:;les!1i~) Colo:::-ado t!:.is r,;o!'.'1.in.~ - ..... ""' toc/-: o~ fu~l. 

':':!1e shi1; i:;: all se CU~e d ::o~ bat tIe - it V!C:1' t be ion;; ::0':: . 

. :! .... ,~: ':.~ :::·e<.:cL :.:i.'1::'orc :=-.e .::i.::::-'"'.: :;·J"binson is -:aki.:1.g char,:e 
.... )I_·.~~ 0t:--.E;~ dc::::-:ro;,.'c~:,: z~::d ':!ill lea'.'e ~!"',e m:J.ir_ zroup to "t!'o:.:.t·le :+:" i~. ·~l"'.e S. 'r.: S(;a. Tt ';,''::'2.1 E-..;.::!;r,e.:..~ ::e d:.ll:' as he2-1 c-!' ':'flta;; 

_:: -:::.:.. .t~ i~-_,-", 

~_ f-,:'.r..: c~ev;. :·el':i.t-:. Sl/c. ~c:t 2.cu+e 2ppend':'citis tod2.~' ,.~ .. -,-,:1::..c·1 :::2.'-''".i::ci::le :11e bat""'::lesl:i.;' 'i;est '!i r.;i:li 2.. , 2.nd tra.'18-': :..~:.~,' ~ n.:,,:-,. :-:e v:ill ·.Je 8.::1e tc bet <.... bood operation on a shil) 

','le jUE't passed !'{e~ros ar:d are !lOW in the Sulu Sea. 

A Dlane just crashed and sunk. The pilot underesti~ated the s;t>eed 0:' the Carrier. 

Vle just secured from g. q. 

(

If 'We get sunk. instead of waiting to be picked up, we' re supposed to swi~ to the nearest land. Sixty percent of the ~atives can speal"'i: Engli zh and willhide us. We must keep a\~ay fron main ", to wn and 'villaee s, tho uZh. 

ft_ir Contack.-

2hJrd Day Out Thursday, Dec 14 194~> 

(Operating with a carrier task fO!'ce in the Sulu Sea) 

Last night we a~ain went to ~eneral quarters. This time five Jap planes came over. The leader went into a dive which turned out to be a suicide dive - he 1:i t the destroyer which vms a short distance off our port quarter. It crashed just behind the bridge on No. 1 staJ~, killing and wounding quite a few men. It was the DD591 , U.S.S. Harriden. She is noW or.: her \':ay bad: to Leyte - I wonder if she \Vill make 2.. t - she is without a "sugar george". 

r The second plane started its dive, objective - usl The Jap was coming down on us on our starboard bea:n when the .;oed r laId ';;est Virginia (,pened up - the plane ble ..... up before it cculd \_ r;i t u~~ - that ,was t~o. dam~. clo.~£': 1I felt sure our ti:ne was u; 

( 
"that ~J..rrre, Our lU~lS s ,,~llv,l th 'J.S-. 

Qur naval carrier planes- chat down the rest. 8eautiful dog fight. 
BOY, what a 

Just secured from another air raid - another dog fight, no :";!.ore Japs. 

\. 



'J ,f ','.,Ie !lad S. Q.. IG.st niL:l1t I anotht-r dOb fiGht - the ~,rav.;, won ~ n o~:.t :'~2.i!!, th~b(, C"-'3. ... :n:: knoc!{ei d:),','n. ~\VO c·:, our pl<?n.eE cracl:ec :, ~ '"',) v'~1i' e ' a1:'·1i .... \ ! "'. .- ..... - .~. '-'0 0 

. , 
I ','/e w€'-nt to GE:!1eral ';.ue.:-:'e~s at I 2.':; 1:]~. ':;:::1 :'hcc€ :-:;even ~n:! a half 

' .. ~.c-:i;J::' tJ-:En I've ever r::eer, [:,efore -

04JO thiS' [;,orni!'1G and sEcl,'~ec: 
hours we had :!lOl"'e en.e~i~· aL.~ 
in 1'act, it Vias terrific 1 

.:~8 :;"]:...in at:: s.q. was E:oi.l'1ded a "Betty" - mediun: bomber --':'~' .. (",:~,:"' LlC, ~l.!"o~):).i.nG s.~ '.)0::"1:" c::: ou!'" str. bo ... >, a fev,' h:l!1crec; '-'.'" _;~- ~11';:'~'- cl:::€! 

C...:.r c't.'!1 pla.nes \':e~~e E'.--:..::;.::......;inc::: the E:.1e:r!y a few ~iles 2.W8_ J' :,:--_r:':~ t.,,:o ·'sJ.ici:10" Zer·):- -:':;V0 .fc~~ t~.e :.V.E. c8.!"'rier, .;i2Lila .' ,.1"',.ic~1 \':2..::: ~IJ~~ of': :;,)r s~ar:",-='2Y'd ~i...;."_rter. 2!:.e v:as !:'e2.11~,--:',f-,' lC:J.~C'j one v:. f2.C!-! f".':':"ie.. :!:.e 8nl~r ,~e.:::a.:::e dO;1e to \- ::'l) ~~' ~ :::-::rc..:'L . .:: ~,,;;' -::~c Jc.p~'. 2£ t:-\ey v.'('!:'e i!J. t~-,€iY' ': 1 .'.2..!"1 :dl2.e:-: ~~;:,i ""') \';:J';'(:c,·~:. :'hey re8.11y cot of:': 

:'>.~:':-E:: '.!~re- ~o J.a~,. ;''-!2_~;,y 2..i~::;::-,a:'t aro:.;.r.:: I can h8.rdly re~;e:~ . .)€},'. -'-:-::,.,:::2: :~:::-J_Ge!, :'18',': :::·.J.;,r . .i '::.~:' :ear;, a:!d started a run or; c:,_,:~:.~iC'r. ~8 \,;a:::: a,'::"OJ.t tt.':enty ':eet i'~O:-Jl the v.'ater v:hen a des­-:rv~'er !~i"t it - just before it cotlld fire its torpedo, anot!1er vers close call. }-.. zero flew ::nrer the heavy ships on au:, star-~o:trd ueaw fly':'nc low - he was flying too close and too low for our five inchers. The Jap veered to the left and headed for us for a suicide crash. He was leSE then two thousar.d ya:-dEi away when we opened fire ;·:i th OUr forty millimeters - we cut hiE tail o~f. The Jap, unable to keep control, crashed and exploded :-iZ;}1 t off 0 ur starboard side. I fe 1 t sure he Vlaf: go ing to c!'a~h us. Rizht when this was going on, a medium bomber flew unnoticed on o'.:.!r po~t quarter, flyin,g; very low. The Je.p started a sl;icide di ve for a carrier (r.lanila 3ay), it was hit and put on fire by A-A g:.mfire - the pla:1e swung around our fantail and crashed in a hu.;:e explosion off our starboard bear:;. There were several dog fights around ut:, all in our favor. We had bo:r.bs a:1d :!Jacr:i:1€ Gun fire fall all around us but the ~obinson received nary a ccratch. The Navy really held field on the Japane3e airforce. 
\ 

" Our five inch buns have been fired too much and are too shot for \ heavy beach bombar~ing. That's why we Got this carrierduty -,--':'hank God. ';"lhat air -protection we do have is 'l'vcnderful. 

G.'~. 1220. 

Secured 1245. NothinG happer.ed. The Japs came but hauled. 2..S~. 

245th Dao' Out Saturday, Dec 16 194~· 

Da~n the rotten luckl The captair. just gave another announce;nent: 

At 2200 last niGht vIe received orders to turn around and proceed up the Sulu Sea to a point 15 miles from i,lindo!'o. '!'he reason for this is t!1at a Jap'2_n.ese task force stea:ned out ':)~ :.;anila 3ay consisting of two battleships, tv.-a heavy CY'uisers, anc. six deE'troyer£. It's Ul) to uS to s~op thecn from inter!'erin[, \'.'i th the -:ro0,Ps landing on :',:indor.o - srlould be a bead fig!--l"t! 

:t's 0900 2nd we've had two g.q.'s already. 30th we~e cO."ltac-:. 30th ,· .. (·re intercelJtei b:r O:.lr own aircr8.ft. These pilo-:E: are really 0.'1 t!1e ball. 
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on. the beach Y.'hic~; 
of coc~ cola anc 

It's ... "!ow C:h!'istmas Eve - I've ,;ive!'1 an~'thinG to be home no\','. 

;.jonda~r, Jec 25 1944 

Ch!'istmas - ~,:anus, Ad:ni ral tie s. 

We had a swell dinner toda;'l - the works! 

I cuess lNe can be thankful that we're ro-: up in ?hili;>pine~ 
w:lte!'s today - at leaBt it's quiet here and no' g.q-.' sf 

So:U€ :EOl,"e 1)1('-:"s. arrived froXl home which !f.ade it feel :;lo~e 
like Ch~i~t~as.· u 

J..not!1er dest:!:"oyer liXlped in today. A bo:nb a:ld a ~Tap suicide 
" hit aft of the brid~e blowing the director back on top of ~o. 1 
{ stack, half of the bridc:e was blown off a:)d the rest VJas bur::."';, 
,-__ :"oss 0:: life was tremendous. 

255th Jay Out 

lOne of the crew lost two fir..Ce:!:"s today. 
i off between a boat and our ship. 

Th.E:Y were :-::.ashed 

A r3.dioi.lan had a sixty pound box fall two decks dOW!1 ::;tl 
!"':.i'2 head. 5alsh is a good f!'iend of mine. Su!'e ho~)e he pulls 
tl:roubh all right. 

I went aboard the U.S.S. !~illefl today (she's the one t!-'.at 
received the near miss i!'1 Le~'te alongside us.) The shrapnel 
-=ro:Q '~he 500 pound bomb \'Ier.t throubh her side and blew u? ~:o. 1 
:r.p.Z3.zi:;e, :::y, ,gosh, what a ho!'rible siGht. F:r.Oll the fo!:,\\'~_~j 
boatswains :;'ocl~e!" to the crew' s ::!e~s hall was bl:)w!l all :;0 hell. 
All -:he Chiefs an.:! Cfficers are sleepir..g 0."2 the decks a:1.d C!lO\'; 

is served topside. She's (;oi."1g back to the states now, ~:1e 
Sl-:ipper gave us sixty carton2 o!' -ueer- beca.use we Gc:::'eened he!' 
after- she was hit and fo:.!ght off 'the Jar w!-:ich W2.S divinz for t!1e 
Killin£; punch - a swell bunch of GU~'s: 

/ 
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T feel lo~sy ~~ hell 

',:edr.esday, Jee 27 1 ~I,' 

'-"~' ~··,o:."\vr::~t ·'..!2.-:·~IE[hi~., - the C.S.::. Iowa ie in drJ" d;)C}: ~le:..'; 
'C"_. ~~l' t,::,J> ~VI';;; ~;,J:~.bs 0(. h~!.'" 2.fte!"dec~L 

; 1 1 ·~c 

.,1. 

• ~I, 

25~th Day C'J.t Friday, Dec 29 1?44 
T!1::-ee ·!.en we!1t before the Captain today for getting drunl.: \~O!1 homemade stuff. :tardy, Sl/c, got a general courtmRtrial. 

Sa:,.e ole stuff - standing r;:angway watches but that' £: all. 

259th !Ja~' Out Satu:::-day, Jec 30 194J..;, 
~';e Let underway at 0500 tomorrow morning. I dontt believe I'll like this trip. 

';:ent to another Attack ~each t!-'lis mornin&. 

Double feature movie tonight. 

26o~h "Jay Out Sunda~', Dec ;1 1;)44 
;;;a...'1US - Admiral tie s. 

"I';e got underway at 0500 this ~norning - Luzon bound. ~eceived wo:::,j sbout two destroyers and two ~:3:1 s that got sunk in the PHilippines waters. 11. "stor;n" knocked them over. 10 survivors , fro:n all four shi~"')s. StorC1.s i~ t!1ese waters can really play \ llell ;)n a shi~). 

( Seven destroyers, tv:o DE's and us are taking so:ne troop , trans~)o :::'ts up North. 

::l-da.y i-s the "ninth". ';,'e're Going to taJ:e Luzon. this ti8e. 1he r.Jen will go ashore above I;~anila on "the 20rthern end 0:[' the islar1d i!1 ':;:.llf callej Lin.cSa:.-'en. The Japs have 80,000 -::rocpE. 0:--'_ 

/ 



} .• ~estroy(;r in t:-.e gY'OlJ,l) '_:iea.:l of us got a sub con"':act, 
0:-:. t:--:e "t1:'.il~C. attack they etrud~ oil. A:iS wa:s de tache d to comple~e 
t!"':€ att2.cl: while thE t8.~~: fcrc~ con"ti::ues towards their objec~ive. 
::Jl=)E: t'ley i:et it. 

'.::!-;e ~D:'it1s,::;:'l is leo,di~s t!':e tz..s1-: force n:J\'l. Got to '!.::e 0:1 
';".~-'" "':')E's. ~~cre are :;-.ore ~~,ar1 a !-:u.'1dred. "::housand troo)s a~"::ern 
':J ," ~l~', 

',,:1,3,,",:; : hear ajout ':'i:"':.:.:a~'E:n t;:.tlf, this next operation 
::'~' ~ ll",- ~:'l!'l'::': -'::.: !:,(.' r;) ~""-_;'·~l.", 

--_ .:~:':~::.; ,.el~" ~Jlr:;1ti::''-tl v 

_ ~. _ ":,,)0 -j. 

Tte Japn~e~e ~hcre installationD 
(>i,f;~;t in.c!"_ l~atterieEj and -l:;!18,-:' 

';"~ ~~~ ~2~1 ~tout Q carr~0r (C.V.E.) bein: sU:'lk last nic~":: 
:.i..:".j. ~~:J :'~8o:,. Siy:-:,ccc"', ._~al)J.:"':eGe IJ1~!1es went for her - Q. 

:'c::' ·lp :.r0.::-:--: ~::nber ~i -: and [~un~: her. 

:'~1C2~ "2:1icide planes" are w::.at wcr"!,~r ;71e t!le rT:ost. r.ir 
'.:'E'Sist2.nce is goij~€ to l.Je heavy at. hell this time. The Japs see;r, 

~ 
'. always to pick out destroyers, and nine times out of ten they 
\ hit the bridge - one thing is for d~~n sure, if we get hit in 

the bridGe, I'm a dead ducl::. 

/ We've passed the Palaus and will pull into Leyte tomsrr:::n',' 
( mo!'oigg. 

266th Jay Out Jan 6 1945 

J/ :'he group ahead of us was attacked by a sixt:{ foot, two-
;' ~:la!1. Japanese sub~arine this morning, It fired torpedos at a 
\, troop transport - no damage. 

~hiE ;nor:1ing "Slow Express" doesn't look so hot; 
"Tok~'o broadcasted a report that another american convo~r 
was heading through the Sulu sea south of Luzon and 
:.1indoro Island". 

" That's the force just ahead of us. 3y now Tol~{o most lit.ely 
):n;:,\'/s about us, too. 

Japanese planes are around :lS cut so far h2.ve kept their 
ldistance. Just keeping their eyes on us, I guess. 

(
/ The Captain just told us that from now' on, we w.!ll have to 
_~leep with our clothes on. :rere we go. 

26.7t~ Jay Out Jan 7 194,:: 

; "( ' .... e had an air attack last ni6ht about 1600. One Jt;.,p did 
.:et through - with ~Iavy pla:1es en his tail. ;re w6.S headin~ tcv;s,-::"::::' 
iJ.S ·.~'hen ;)ur pil:·-:s c,-~"':" 2.ccr.e. He!"":.i t the \rlate~ dcing about 
230 k:lOtS. ~,!fe Gtea,;:-,e:' e.lo::gside the wreckage and picted ~;. a 
silk farachute 2.;1d ider.tified the two bodies. Those' ';a.:?s were 
crushed i~ eve"!:'y bone. One 0:' the:n had a large th:-ee-foot \ 

~'.:.r_ofe strapped to his back - wl::::hed I could have gotten it. 

( 

( b. 
3etween 2~,aO and 0300 we had four g.g,. 's but they ne'rer ca;:1e 
~.!1e Japs circ2.sd us all ni£!1t. 

( 

.. 
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-.,~,.-, ~-!~- ',., .... ':)n is -r.·l-.f"~n " .. "",... .... " :'::e L~.S.S, ::c.:-.ila J~y 
:-:. ~,,:''-) ~-:'~:;-'~::~~:·-L'_2"';o;_{~~~~~~~."": ... ;~' s'..:icirlee. ~!,~ :ap ?lee-'c 
i:: :.- ... c·~'.?_:'::",":.....: :_:'J~,:--_'~' ::i'1,-,:" ~)",):'€ ;"':.:c:-: is!'!' "'; fe.:: f::0:':1 :'in,Gayen. .:::u~f. 
:'': ::..."'~.:..!?~~. ~J: ..:..:, ::., :-:::, "'"'(' ,,(, ',':ill E::e2.'~: i."1t::::: '::'J .. !':i:2.:.'€':! 
.... '.-~ ·.-:~".:'"_l· 0:"" ::"_'-' 7:;:. :0:.': ~'C 2.'.)_~_c....:: ;.:.v,. 

~_ .. ~'.) -:,]:IC.--:-fO 
":'1-.( -~~J .;:.: 2J:f: [. 

--.1.--'- ."~ ::::::: :::-,E 
,"-c-~~C :,2. t .:'&i:,1:-

:~~~'2 :.::' :-::':';:~', :.::"!:;::, '2 :.~r.E.'2, 5 ::::;'::. 
iE :.S.:.I~~ e::c:rted ~:. 0 ~ew ~:'::. 
~C2.V: 2:~~~ i~ :~e ;l~ fc:: )~otectic~ 
La!':. 

:'1-_(' ~'.S.~. ~~9'''''C-:':-:-:::'': :;r~rc..n:, :'8:;:,~":: ',"sre 2evere2.~F c.a:-!~aced 
~:.-_: ~ ::~;_icid.'2E, \"i:h P:'2 :::~'2."";: ~et:i::tS :tit t::a.t l€2.ves 

~:::' ~S :ut o~ C~= cld Jivisian 112. 

!,.T~st 

/ be fore we 
secured fro:l another g.q. 
cC'.lld sound ~. q. 

':Ihe Jap flew riG!1"t over 

'~ 

',,,Te ' ve already passed throuc;!":. the Sulu sea and paE;sed 
;'.:indoro l:'!st night. I,'le11 escorted by the JapE;. 

L, 

(
We I re in the South China Sea no'x, Bataan is now in sibht 

9ff our stbd. bow. 

I can truthfully sa~r l've never been so scared in my life, 
it sure_gives J'OO a helpless feelin" when you realize Wh2.t'S 
ahead of you. 

The Japanese pilots picked up from downed planes are V'!ea~in.: 
wr.itc clothes a:1d capeG usee when co:nmittine Hari Kari. ThoEe 
baEtarde are actually cr.azy - it' s not eaE'~r to fight a mad r.!an. 

;,:anila is off our beam now - almost there. 

( 

:2000 I The Japs CEl..:.'T1e again, six fiE;!1.ters car:le over our tasl: 

\ 

force. Our carrier fighters shot four down but the other t'vIO 

\ 

cSot through. The first one started its suicide dive on one of 

I, our tv;o c2.rriers, the U.S.S. }:iptor: 3ay. The Jap dove riE;ht 
into the AA fire and Crashed -c.elow the fliGht deck on the port t/' side. She is still afloat cut is unable to land or lalJ.11ch he!.~ 

I j aircraft. ).~ cras}: tug now has her in to','!'. The remai!ling Je.p 
1, Ii! dove for an ,Australian tra!'1sport with three thousand A:r.erica,:) 
~ ! -:roops aboard. It landed in the wake of "the ship. 3y the wa~r 

\ 
I!' it exploded, it must have been loaded with harJ.d £renades a!ld 
J \. shrap!)el bOr.10S - Th2...l1.k God, it didn I t hit the tranq::ort. 

\' . 

~ , 

(' 

U-o ahead, three suicides crashed into another car!'i€!', 
sinkir.g her. Another 'carrier was se'ferely damaged. 

The.t leaves ~IS ten C.V.E.'s fer air support, a~~out 250 pla.'1.EE', 
On Luzon t!1e Japs have over Sao. lim afraid we're gain.;: to ca"1:c:-~ 
!":ell tomorrow. Those odds don't exactly ap~~e2.l to -:;Ie. 

'Ne're four hO;lrs fro:n the ~ulf. - :rerE' goes nothing 

269th :Jay :Jut Tuesday, Jan 9 1,~~ 

(Lingaye!1. Gulf, Luzon) 

\ 



G4~'J. l.fte::c b2'.!'('l~· ["i~Tin.:..: SC:;le ~~,ine[;, \'!e PU~e no,;,,: at Col:..!:'.:' 

e ct i vc . '.:e.:;o t a '.ft:":,;:/ '.'.'o.r;ii \':e lcome ~~r thE JailE - w'!1a"': ,s.:~ 
:~":; ac~::. -:'!Je Cr:..li:2Er c:olom:.:;l:::. 2."'ec€ive~ a Euicide 2.llids;,i·)E.; 
::: :.l~"'O;-'2.j~, ja~n&.teJ ;':ev,' .-:exico ~(.'ceived an,.:.ther S:..l.icldE;"the 
c..,.l:-f;3.d~· ja;;'~bej .. jest ·!iri.:ini2 ;;:;Jt a suicide on secon::2..ry con: 
[~-;, A~2tralian crui~e.!" - the .~.u::traliHn cot a s-:ack knocked to 
r_~2..:1 E;. 2200 deGtr~~re!' Get !1er l2..!lt<:il chewed UPi thE: Nfw co;r..b 
w....,· r,c~~ :o~:-,j'JC l';.f'.ccke:". O!'fi ;. J.:'. ~Qt a stacl: }:nocy.ed 0::::. 

':':.f- c::::"c\'e ticlir:cs 2.~~C ·,-::;,:,t ,!' ve seen. - ::od l:n()ws whcv:' 
\: 2.:::< :-/:s :':' 1,-:,p ~i:1:-1ir,<.> "':c.. wi':t. I \',£ rC? 0 lJ.t 0 f "tr.i s r:a:;-;:: pl£..~e. 

-: 1,., 

-, .. ~ ::~',: -::-_C,' ::.li:':rci::. - ~12':' j2.:;.a Q€d. 

-::'h.e ".',~( 00 -1::18 "~e8.:::'~ :',.,) .. , .:'~-=:_:1 \':!-:at I C£.:J. SE'~, .. Of '::'~i? 

"""1" 
- ,I ~~' 

r- '.~,;-_ 2.~" 

:':"0;- :ci:::'t~l)-.C:l:'. -:'!-.\?' ',,"C- <'- , •••• l.!:-ett~r \'I'C·l: cle2.~e:'! 

;,.j',';. ,:e'rc· ;:.,:.": [', '8real: no"! 
~la!--:;e[, ,:?e12.,j' :'h<,,-:. 

L ~< J:'. ':~,&;,;:. :laj'! ~!;.e ,·-.l~'.,.J ::"s ·2.u3 in jeep and t1:1i:-~bS '::"Jr.' ":. 
:.<:.1::'"' -~ad but - ;'/~u nf;ver cnD tell what theEe Japs will do 

\--IJ.ext, 

A
I Ju.E't secured from E:.nother air attacK (thl"Y co:ne about ever~' 
'half ho"r). The Japs raised hell but the mighty Robinson is 
Icti1l afloat and a fighti:1i; SO!1-o:'-a-bitch! . One Nip was ehot 
l.o.o,,':.r. ribht over us - lucky he didn't crash us. 

i Lingayen Guli' is the Dame spot the Japaner:e landed ".'hen 
( the;y" too}: :Suzon, perfect landing condi tior:.s. E-y the ti~r,e the 

l rr.en. r,it the beach, Naval guns had cleared a Good sized 8.rea 
-:Ocr them Y .. he~e it was iin,ossible for anythinG alive to survive, 

_,Jr.like the uthe!'s I've seen, thi s landing worked like clocJ.::wor}~" 
p~e c i Ge in eve ry de tail. 

270th :Joy Out ~ie d!'"lE sday, Jc.n 1,:) 1-:-:1. 

The ~obinson is no longer a Vi.rt;in: 

If ,r The JalJ2.neSe just came out \'Jith something.new, suicide 
~f boats. After boing on watch this morning, the gulf was full 

('~:,I 01" ...TalJ suicide boats. Like :nost of the Fleet, we we~e anc~lor€d, 

I., .. ·.' ~1·. I Y.'aG on the Donar gear at the time wr.en I picted up screws 
; off OUr IJOrt bow which I reported. It turned out to be a 
J sleek Japanese speedboat loaded with T~~ arranged to ~o off o~ 
; cor-tact. It ra:n:ned our bOYl but ':hank God, it didn ' t go off. 
i ' '!'he t,::o Japs, seei:l£ us put a sp~ them., hauled ass, but befert' i ,/ le2viliC, the~r threv! "one" of the "thirt~r" boxes B_t OLtr '00\1,'. T 

I i~ '.'{2.~ sittinG in the SO.:1ar c!'1air when. the bomb went o::f. :t thre_\': 

j
'l .~\:\ bacl~ ~';ly head, turninG on the fathometer - I ju~ped up, putt in.:;; 
T.. 0.:; 2'.y li£,e j.:'.c1-~et but not }:nowinc whetr..er to start ~-",-':!i~mi~'l:':: or 

:'13,n ~j' station, :. sat dc\':n, lichting: a cigarette 2.i'!j vli£!lr:.] "::.~,e 
f ;~ \ da~.1'. thin,€; wOL:ld sink - £;udden eXIJl,osions do stranse t~,in.:s tc 

I 
'I a ,':mn. ~;ren v/ere throW:) out of their r2.c}~s, shrapnel :'lel'.' C:l-~,j 

. d2.:nn :-lear all tand'20 ran t,o t!1eir battle stations inthei:- s!::ivviec. 

, 

I '!'::.e SOi.J!1.G £ear \'.'·-.s knocked and t~e low€r sou!1droom is a I:ie£'s . 
. ;. lot of Gear was brol:en but - no casualties. I hate to thi:-~~: 
\-.'~·l3.t wo~ld ~!ave hap::!e:1ecl, i:' we haj got the whole boat l;:;a·:L 
Ot~ler s:-tipE didn't fare so well. An .~_PD was Eun}:, and an LS: 
\'las ~unk. A trans:port was dat'!18.;:ed. These Japs are Lettinc 

. dC'2:nerate!! , . 
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1~':':::, ,-Tu~t ~,~j 8.:; z..i1'" ,,-:t?.cl: . .t ... ~a? :::-t2.!'''t€'1 z; ~li.ici~';"' 
.~ \'0 ::;';1" ~J.f;. :il'!t;5:: IJo]-:c: "~ 8.:!.~: 82':; :·~c\'.' close !:e ''','~S, :: .:"ll:l~_(·-; 
-'! ":':1 -:l~' hel:T:et ard l-~i ~ -:rH: ::ec~~. Zver:r ,Sun on -:he Er.i:, V/2,!O: 

: r':'[",..,:; ~c !'2S-+: :::: 0L1eSf: t!"l~ ?i: 10ft faith 2.:1d £werved over to 
lc:,'''"t:1 in -:~;e \'!2J.:e c:' the :::r.i~) ::ehi!l~ up - V:f,E\,'l! I,e r..ad a r.J'.'! 
::;~ ',,:s':::r: 1[-:.:_:1 ::10 ~ra:,df'. 3.~ie2..d of :""S - close. ':'he way t!:i.::.gs 
~,:~ , ... .r.i'_".~ l::"~f.l~r, I':-:I 2.S c~"l.2.1~~r i?,E 2.r1 old VJ~:r,C.n. G'..te~,~ I e'2 .. :":". 
:~ll (.f' 2. ':;.ou-:l-,.:f\,~.:!.l ,:1 d:?_~r. 

,~,., - " 

-
., 

-., ',- ,~: ..:).- ,. 
.. - ..... -' 

;~~ 'i~-.. ;s:tc:L 1:,_;-'-, "\"~,:;: l':";.+e!:~d to sh2..i.J::': reportin.: 
..... r (" ~:.~r.",:: _:S~)S :::.Y'E ~ _. ..... :,:,,':: to t!-.e shi::.E,: vti tl. :0::: 

"'-.- t:·.:::'~ :~"c::b::. ~ j,J['.'t :~'el~i'fe tr.2/ eLi :;,uch dama,;e - :':~[ 
=.-.2 tIE':' V::;:..<1,:1 :::;0 :}::{ hi..;:;::' - \ .. 'l~G:,t !lext? 

~hirty four t!'E.!'1s:Jo!'ts ca:ne in todC'l.Y which unloaded their 
troo!"s wit:-J :10 Eitrain. We've been under·ai!" attack 8..1r!lost all 
-:h~r - the sJry is al:nost bl3.c1~ vli th flak. 

I believe we will be le3.vi!"~)! this hell hole soon. I 
ccrt3..inly h02,)e so - this place is ,Getting 0:1 my nerves. 

At !1i.;ht Vie have ;nen stationed allover the s~i'J Vii th 
':'!1om:;?80Z"lE: a!ld rifles. No :r.ore :::ne c.1r::·, dirty VJorl: arcund thi~, 
s!1i). ,I h02e. 

:'2.r:-':; ni.;ht the ni:;tt £'J.arcs opened u.p on e 81'.a11 boat · .. ,'!"'.ic~'; 
13.-::;:!. ... ~)ro\·e:l to be e~'ty. 

:'he Ja?s are riL~t on schedule I c~!ery :norni.ng an.d ever.i,,::" 
at (':he same ti:":l€ they lauf"2.ch an air attac!':, 0630 and 1900. 

>'c have p6!. r.iQ;:!1.t :'i.:;hters here r.ow. 
on t:1e :::2.11 - radar is t02!E". 

Those Cu.:,'s are really 

). cc:nplete beach head has bee:l establir;hed on lingaye.'i.. 
'!'!1at's what I call quick worl':.! 

( This enzanerr:ent ':as a cinch for the army 
I "to 0;<: a ,oundin.:=;. Air 2.c""tion is still hea~,ry. 

:-te 11 0 f a let 0:: SOC d to bo:nb J.s.p ai::- fie Ids. 
1;e::::.che:::: , 

but the fler~-: su.re 
It doesn't do ~ 

,!,h9J ~ust ~~e t~e 

:!.6:,)0. '!'han}: bor:h! ';"e'!'e i:ettin~ Ll~der\'!a:~. ;. dest!'c:teE~' 

~. ~'~\:'?;r'~ ~r'.d u£:,.::~~. :<l~iDF 1~ t!'~~sport£ back to :'e~·-:'e. '(;Ire 
U.:Lle_ '\:;':'.J • .!-o .. - la,jL. c .:t ... :r,oy.e .... cre.:on . 

. ~. fev: J2.P;:: flew over t!le form2.tion but !:ee.\')r A.-'!.. fire :'rcve 
the::: of':'. i.-lost li~el:.· thi!.=: tri? ',';ill prove to be nastJ' wi t!".out 
air ccve!'at:;e but it will ·se ";01""'::', ~ t J~o .;et a ... !(::,' ~!':llr: t~·;is da::-..... 'i. p2.o.cc. 
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27Jrd Day Out Saturday, Jan 13 1945 

I The Jap air 'force is following us all the way through the 
'/ China Sea. They hit us this morning right on schedule. One went 
, into a suicide dive and crashed on one of the transports off our 

beam. The explosion knocked a number of men off the ship into 
\ the water. Two tincans stayed back to search for survivors. 

The transport is afloat and steaming but her stearing gear is 
fouled up. 

Sometines these Japs pull the most stupid tricks. They cut 
in on the TBS today in perfect English but without a call signl 
"A plane will dive down from overcast over the formation - all 
ships attention - do not fire - do not fire. He is friendly -
he is friendly - over". Boy, what a surprise he gotl Later on 
while under another attack, a lone Jap headed towards the formation, 
again we received TBS interference, "Cease firing - I'm friendly" 
""ill no call sign. He got a tender welsome. 

1800. A transport just reported a torpedo crossing her bow. 
All this, and now subs. 

274th Day Out Sunday, Jan 14 1945 

,~ Air alert this morning but they stayed out of range. 

" / 2he Skipper is requesting tender repairs. 
LNO. 1 and 2 guns are out, the fix-dog is fouled 
sound room needs repairs. 

We need them bad. 
up, and the lower 

This last trip was short but it was the worst few days. 
I've ever spent. Guess we will be steaming back there in a few 
days, 

G.q. 1700. 

/ 1900. One of our planes sighted an enemy wolf (Japanese ! destroyer) and the first thing we heard over the TBS was "purple 
: investigate", so we left the group and steamed to the spot 
I where the Jap was. The Captain wanted to hunt it down but we 

were ordered back - would have been a nice fight I 

275th Day Out Monday, Jan 15 1945 

We were at g.q. almost all of last night due to Jap PT 
boats, torpedos in the water, etc. Personally, I think that 
these transports are too jumpy, they think they see everything -
damned if I saw anything. 

Burial services were held aboard the U.S.S. Zealand. 
i Deitte got a sub contact, we made several runs and even had 
\. two Hell cats strafe the area we dropped depth charges. Another 

ship sighted a whale - guess that's what it was. 

1600 - We just steamed into Leyte, boy has this place changed. 
It looks almost like Manus. There.are millions of ships around here 
in two anchorages, quite a change. 

\ 
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288th Day Out Sunday, Jan 28 1945 

I stayed aboard today and did some reading and then wrote 
letters. 

We're getting underway tomorrow - baok to Leyte, I guess. 

289th Day Out Monday, Jan 29 1945 

We got another day's extension so we won't get underway 
until tomorrow morning. 

A small amount ot mail arrived today. I got one letter 
marked Nov. - our mail should be waiting tor us at the 
Philippines - hope so. 

Hardy, Katz, and another deck ape were taken ott the ship 
&nd thrown into the Navy Brig ashore. It's about time we got 
rid of those guys - they've caused nothing but trouble ever 
since they came aboar~. 

The ship is getting prepared for sea. 

Double teatures on the toc'sle. 

290th Day Out Tuesday, Jan )0 1945 

I Special sea detail was set at 0815 and we got underway 
\at 0900, Leyte bound. 

/' We're herding a converted seaplane tender, the two ot us 
l~re all along - no tuss or bother. 

The training oontrol went out on the sound gear so now we 
have one soundman on the stack and a soundman and radarman down 
in the lower sound room to train the projector by hand. It will 
take trom two to three days alongside a tender to rewind the 
motor but I'm atraid we will have steaming orders tor Lingayen 
gult before we can get it tixed. We will have a hell ot a time 
it we run into a submarine,although we can manage an attack. 

\ 

(
" Tokyo Rose has reported over the radio that the destroyer 
562 has been sunk. They got our number at Lingayen when they 

I came up to our bow that morning. I hope nobody at home heard 
,the broadcase over the short wave. Mom would hit the overhead. 

291Bt Day Out, Wednesday, Jan )1 194 

The U.S.S. Robinson has been commissioned a year today. 

, ) 

" The Captain congratulated us today on our record tor the 

'

past year. We've done more than the average destroyer is expected 
to do. 9000 rounds ot tive inch projectiles have been dispensed 

, against the enemy up to now and we've traveled 60,000 miles. 
! '! I didn't know betore but we've got credit tor wiping out a tank 
I '" division on Saipan, also stopping an,d helped wiped out a banzai 
" attack. We've been in nine engagements - not bad tor the length 
\ \ of time we've been out here. The Captain said we can't be sure 
\ 1 of the amount ot planes we' VB shot down but the main thing 
, is that we've kept them from hitting us. 

\ 
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J27th Day Out Thursday, March 8 194! 

( ' Special sea detail was set at 0600 this morning and are 
,underway. We will hit Mindanao the morning of the 10th. 

now 

This is a large, fast group that we're in. Everything 
from L.C.S. to Cruisers - nothing to slow us down. 

J28th Day Out Friday, March 9 1945 

The Captain gave us the dope this morning. 

HO;~ hour is 0630 tomorrow morning - troops will 
land through the day. 
Alert watches must be maintained for suicide 
aircraft and suicide small craft. 

Japanese aircraft have been following us all night and 
this morning, whenever they come in less than 5 miles we go to 
general quarters but they stay out of range --

Had a surface contact last night which turned out to be 
a Dutch hospital ship - probably coming from Hollandia. 

The sonarmen have been instructed to expect enemy submarine 
action. 

This should be an easy operation but I have an odd feeling 
that our luck has about run out -----? 

J29th Day Out 
,~" 

Saturday, March 10194, 
i (__ Zamboanga, Mindanao, Philippines. 

1100. What a dayl The beach was bombarded with shells 
and rockets starting at dawn, we went to general quarters at 0600 
and took our screening station about 4000 yards from the beach 
(with our guns still unchanged we were unable to bombard). 
Some natives came out in a sailboat and informed us that in some 
areas the Japs hays run for the hills. In a group of islands 
adjoining Zamboanga a "midgst submarine" base was discovered 
and shelled. At 0910 the troops went ashore under a terrific 
rocket barrage, from what I could see there was no return fire 
of any importance. It's almost 1200 and not a single Japanese 
plane has arrivedl 

An L.S.T. was just hit from the beach - it's being towed 
away., I believe we will return to Leyte soon. The Captain's 
relief is waiting to take command of the ship. We're certainly 
losing a damn good Skipperl 

This is our eleventh operation - so far there's noghing to it. 

J30th Day Out 

, General quarters was sounded at 
i patrol station we spotted some enemy 
'so we started shelling with 5 inch. 
were lucky if we got one. 

Sunday, March 11 1945 

1900 last night, on our 
pill boxes on the beach 
Our guns are so shot we 



/ , 
\ 
\ 
I , 

(
This morning we tried again. We hit one and was lucky at 

that - I certainly would hate to run into any trouble with these 
guns. Can't hit the broad side or a barn. Half or our shots 
fell short and landed in the water. 'Ran~' - 1400 yardsl 

No dope on our troops ashore - shouldn't be too bad. 
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JJ1st Day Out Monday, March 12 1945 

Last night all ships and small craft retired a few miles 
away from Zamboanga - we jt.Ist returned and have assumed our 
patrol station. 

The reason for these withdrawals is that natives have 
informed us of a number of Japanese PT boats operating in these 
W;-l'!;ers. PT's are mean hunks of gear!' 

We pulled alongside the Nickolis and took on fifty one 
rounds of AA common (amount expended yesterday). 

1800. Retiring for the night. 

JJ2nd Day Out Tuesday, March 13 1945 

At 0700 the Rocky Mountain, two destroyers and us, returned 
"- to Zamboanga to re sume screening. 

A native came alongside in an outrig~r early this morning 
and came aboard to give the Captain some information on a Japane.e 
movements ashore. 

Seeing that sections of the beach are now secured, natives 
have started coming out in their boats. They certainly go wild 
when we steam by - they salute, wave their hats and yell with 
joy. It must be a wonderful feeling to have the Japanese yoke 
lifted from your shoulders after three years. 

Things are going very well Qn the beaoh. 
has been recaptured and secured. 

JJJrd Day Out 

Rope Yarn sunday - 1)00. 

The main city 

Wednesday, March 14 1945 

\ 
~ General quarters was sounded twice last nihgt for air 
",contacts. The Japs did Some minor bombing on the beach. 

, Last night we had fire support station right next to the 
'island. In fact, we were damn near on the front lines seeing 
that we were from 500 to 1400 yards from the beach. We steamed 
back and forth at five knots waiting for calls from the beach 
to bombard. Firing could easily be seen by the Japs and Americans -
lucky the Nips didn't have anything heavy as we made a Y!!::i 
good target. The only trouble with- that station is that we were 
on thw windward side - the smell of burning and rotting bodies 
was almost sickening. I was surpised at the size of Zamboanga. 
It's knocked to pieces now but I could see that it used to be 
a good sized place. 
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The Skipper's relief flew in today and most likely will come 

aboard today, He', s sure getting a salty tincan - all shot to 
hell. We rated an overhaul long agol 

JJ4th Day Out Thursday, March 15 1945 

This morning we pulled alongside the Rocky Mountain to 
refuel. While alongside about ten boats full of Morro's (head 
hunters) came beside us and dove for coins. The Morro natives 
are different from the Northern people. They are much larger 
and very well built with bronze skins - thick lips and flat 
noses seem to indicate a bit a Negro, but all in all, they're 
a very handsome race. One of the girls was really a doll. The 
younger kids looked like the Japanese got their two cents worth 
in (large teeth and ugly as hell). One Morro had three very 
small sons that were cute as the dickens. They looked like 
.r:;ney ~lare about at the first-step stage but to my surprise t 
~hey dove for coins as well as the rest. 

After fueling ship we again took up our patrol station. 

1500. Pulled alongside an ammunition ship - we took on 
150 rounds. 

, 2000. An LCM was just sunk by enemy small cra~t. Sounds 
i like suicide stuff I 
! 

JJ5th Day Out Friday, March 16 1945 

Basilan - Philippines. 

At 0700 we anchored next to the RMand the Skipper reported 

I 
for a special mission. At 07JO we steamed over to Basilan 
which is the nearest island to Zamboanga. B-25's hit the 

. coastal village and strafed trenches whilewe laid to about five 
. miles off the beach. After aboutten minutes of this our spotter 

started giving us information so we opened up. Our spotter 

/

' would fly over the area and direct our fire on houses, trenches, 

I 

installations and any troop ~ovements. I can't understand how 
but our firing was damn good today. The ole mighty R is the 
first ship to shell Basilan. 

We've now taken our new patrol station just off Basilan. 
There must be a hundred small sailboats out here - most of the i natives are fishing. The outriggers they make can really make 
knots and are quite seaworthy. 

JJ6th Day Out Saturday, March 17 1945 

Troops are',now ashore on Basilan and are making good headway. 

Fighting is still raging on Zamboanga. Last night support 
was needed so a destroyer was kept rather busy all night shelling 
enemy installations. The Japs have'a lot of room to run around 
in which accounts for our slow advancement - I don "t think we 
landed enough troops considering the size of Mindanao. 

We pulled alongside an LST and took on the amount of ammunitiQn 
expended yesterday. 

our new Captain arrived aboat today - seemS to be all right. 
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341st Day Out Thursday, March 22 1945 

While in anchorage the whole ship is holding a field day -
new paint, etc. 

Nothing new. 

Natives still come around but are kept away from the ship -
for what reason I don't know. 

Movies. 

342nd Day Out Friday, March 23 1945 

We're leaving Zamboanga tomorrow. I'm not sure but I hear 
that we're going to either Leyte or Mindoro to receive stores. 
L"t \,he near future we're taking our squadron on a special mission -
la0st likely to secure another stepping stone towards Borneo. 
Operations in the Philippines are coming quick and fast now. 

Movies on the foc'sle. 

343rd Day Out Saturday, March 24 1945 

Our orders have been changed - we're not leaving until 
tomorrow evening. 

We're still in anchorage in ,-the straits. 

C
' There's another operation coming up in about three weeks -
I believe it's the largest Jap-held base in the Philippines -
Davao. 

I' 

Believe it or not we received mail - the U.S.S. Waller 
brought it down from Mindoro. 

ACTION 

HEADING. MANUS S-4189 212355/94 

U:.S.S. ROBINSON (DD562) 
FLAGSHIP 
DESTROYER DIVISION 112 

precedence PRIORITY 
Crypto Ch PLAIN 

PALAWAN CMA ZAMBOANGA CMA PANAY AND OTHER ISLAND OPERATIONS IN 
THE VISAYAN GROUP CMA ALL REPRESENT SPLENDID PERFORMANCES WHICH 
REFLECT GREATEST CREDIT ON ALL CONCERNEDX THEIR PERFECT COOR­
DINATION CMA THEIR RESOLUTE DETERMINATION AND THEIR COMPLETE­
SUCCESS SHOW THE FIGHTING SERVICES AT THEIR BESTX PLEASE IITFORr.! 
ALL RAlI~SX !.\ACA..1Tl{;Ja 

WU/DW/TOR.2249/JI 

FROM. ROO LEYTE 
ACTION TO. 7TH FLEET 

.• 

DATE. MARCH 23-45 SUPR. POOL 
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J49th Day out Friday, March JO 1945 

Still alongside the Whitney - nothing new. 

Natives have been around all day, selling their usual 
junk-grass skirts and beads, etc. 

J51Day Out 

Easter Sunday. 

We have a mascot aboard 
from a native on the beach. 
tame. 

Sunday, April 1 1945 

now. Ens. Lake bought a monkey 
It's a cute little fellow and ~uite 

Stores are coming aboard pretty good now. It's hard to get 
equipment around this area because it's all 5th Fleet and we're 
in the 7th. 

J52nd Day Out 

~the 

C 
Fresh apples, carrots and cabbage arrived aboard - it's 

first fresh stores we've had in a long time. 

Still tied up alongside the tender Dobben. 

I believe we're getting underway the 5th. 

J5Jrd Day out Tuesday, April J 1945 

( The ship is undergoing a general going-over, painting, 
\ ..... over-hauling, etc. 

We won't have any recreation here this time. 

Movies. 

J54th Day Out Wednesday, April 4 1945 

Last night a radar contact was made so the nest we're tied 
up with went to general ~uarter - we were at condition red for 
about an hour but nothing showed up. 

Nothing new. 

J55th Day Out Thursday, April 5 1945 

We're leaving the tender early tomorrow morning to get our 
torpedos replaced. Some new hands and stores. 

Movies on the foc'sle. 
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)61st Day out Wednesday, April 11 1945 

, Mindoro, Philippines. 

i We will be here for about four days. Then we're off to 
another operation. It will feel good to be doing something 
again. 

Stores have come aboard. 

captain held an informal inspection of lower holds and 
living quarters. 

Movies on the foc'sle. 

}62nd Day Out Thursday, April 12 1945 

Nothing much doing here in anchorage - we've received all 
our stores and ammunition so all we have to do is lie around and 
wait. 

Recreation (beer) parties are being sent over to some small 
r.~.dbar near the ship but sad as it is, I'm restricted. 

G.S.K. working party left for some tender. 

)6:3rd Day Out Friday, April 1:3 1945 

Just secured from the watch on the gangway. 

Ik 
We're leaving in a few days to hit some place on Mindanao -

rather near Zamboanga, I believe. 

/ Friday the 13th has run true to form. Just received word 
". that our President has died in office. 

' .. 1 \ , 
'I 

; .-
1 . 

We're now on patrol just off Samar. 

NOTICE IQ. !y! ~ 

THE OFFICERS OF THE USS ROBINSON HEREBY CHALLENGE THE CHEIFS 
TO A SOFTBALL GAME OF NINE INNINGS ( OR AS MANY INNINGS AS THE 
CHIEFS CAN STAND) THE MORNING OF 1:3 APRIL 1945 TENDERING TO 
THEM THE FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS, 

A IN CASE OF RAIN, MIST, OR HEAVY DEW, THE CHIEFS 
WILL GRATIOUSLY BE ALLOWED TO CALL THE GAME OFF BECAUSE OF 
RHEUMATISM. 

B ALL CHIEFS OVER 70 YEARS OF AGE WILL PLEASE TAKE THE 
PROPER PHYSICAL EXAMINATION. 

C IF THE CHIEFS ARE UNABLE TO SCRAPE UP 10 PHYSICALLY 
CAPABLE "OLD MEN". A TEN RUN HANDICAP MIGHT EVEN BE 
GRANTED. 

THE OFFICERS 

P.S. EVEN SNIPES WILL BE ALI£rI\'ED TO PLAY ••••••••••••• , •• 

• 
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)64th Day Out Saturday, April 14 1945 

We retumed to Leyte early this morning and received mail 
from another destroyer. 

At 0900 we joined a task force consisting of LeI landing 
craft full of troops. We are taking this force along with other 
screening ships to the attack on Mindanao a short distance from 
Zamboanga - D-day is the 17th and HOW hour is 0800. 

Steaming along at twelve knots - no-troubie so far -
looks like a good trip. 

365th Day Out Sunday, April 15 1945 

Morning alert. 

Steaming very slow now - about eight knots. 

This force is pretty large - three light cruisers, tincans 
and about a hundred troop carriers. 

We will arrive at our destination 0500 the 17th. 

, The Robinson has been assigned as radar picket and fighter 
'director ship. 

\ 

)66th Day Out Monday, April 16 1945 

( Another force of landing craft have 10ined our group of 
one hundred - a lot of menl 

<Y~ . . IlL I' 1000. Boots, our mascot puppy, was officiallY sworn into ,,- I\~ the NaYY by the captain. His service record will be sent to 
I Washington, his rate now is AM (Apprentice Mascot) and draws 

50¢ plus 10¢ sea pay. 

( 

I A carrier-based plane jljst crashed off our beam. When 
i we pulled alongside one of themen shouts, "Glad ta see ya". 
\_ Both are aboard. 

An 15M was sighted. Upon coming alongside, we found out 
it was lost from the zambo~a group due to engine trouble. 

! Earlier they had tried to make land but were chased away by 
. Jap small craft and while going into open sea, they became lost. 
'---They also were glad to see us. 

)67th Day Out Tuesday, April 17 1945 

Mindanao. Malabang and Parang. 

At 0500 we steamed in sight of Mindanao. The cruisers 
and destroyers took their stations and bombarded installations 
on the beach. We're the FD ship so we took a screening station 
a few miles off the island t. do the proverbial figure eights • 

. " 
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The men are doing very well on the beach. In spite of heavy 
resistance they have reached Davao Bay which is twenty five miles 
from Davao itself. The Japs have captured sixteen guns from 
Bataan placed on the beach to guard its entrance plus land-based 
torpedoes and other installations. It would have been rough 
going to make alanding in the bay - so we came up from behin~. 
Not bad, I calls itl 

Something is cooking but can't get any dope. 

379th Day Out Sunday, April 29 1945 

Natives came out this morning to trade. Their craftsman­
ship is a lot better than the northern people. For a blanket 
and two shirts, I got a large engraved bolo - the steel isn't 
CE.st iron junk like up north but fine tempered ste.l. 

Just received our orders and are now underway for Tawitawi 
which is situated in the Sulu Archipelage - forty miles from 
Borneol Wei re escorting a tanker which seems to be a new job -
steaming at fourteen knots. 

I believe in the near future we will join units of the 
seventh fleet which will soon hit Borneo. 

Looks like a bit of action coming up. 

)80th Day Out Monday, April 30 1945 

These islands were just taken fifteen days ago and seeing 
most of the islands in this group are Jap- held the natives 
must be watched - any who look like Nips we scare away by firing 
around their boats. Most of these people are Moros - I 'just 
finished trading with them - money and cateyes. 

. Underway at 1600. We're taking this same tanker up north 
of Borneo to join the seventh fleet - we're to report to the 

"_Rocky Mountain for orders. 

I don't like this idea of steaming around with just a tanker. 
This is nasty territory and would hate like hell to run into 
anything sizeable - sub bait, that's usl 

2000. Radar contact - natives. 
scared niggerslll 

Three star shells -

)8)rd Day Out Wednesday, May 2 1945 

Tarakan - Borneo. Dutch. 

1100. Steaming through the straits leading to Tarakan 
which lies just off Borneo, passed alongside a sunken ship -
oil is coming to the surface along with a few bodies. Don't 
know whether it's ours or the Japs. -

Just passed the Boise, the ole Jenkins is alongside with 
her bow almost to the water's edge - hit a damn minel We 
operated with her at Zamboange. 

\ Dropped the anchor just off Tarakan. The Australians 
have already put troops ashore supported by the 7th Fleet. 



l 

~ Shell oil has several refineries here. 
: \ tanks from here. Japs will miss thatl 

I can see several 

Jap suicide boats are active around here. Must be on the 

alert tonight I 

1700. YMS 464 was just sunk by Jap shore guns - just a big 

puff of smoke and she was gone. A seahawk (DDO is going in to 

pick up survivors.) 

1710. Two more YMS's were just hit but were able to withdraw. 

Nasty bUSiness, sweeping minesl 

1800. LST was just sunk - not very healthy around here. 

r wish we could knock those damn guns outl 

U.S.S. Rushmore DD just received a torpedo in her bow 
from a midget sub - never a dull moment I 

14idget sub surfaced next to the beach and was captured 
"by natives". It's alongsude the waller now. 

Re-anchored in mouth of the straits - sonar listening 
watch for SUbmarines. 

We are sonar destroyer here so we won't have to patrol. 

J83rd Day Out Thursday, May 3 1945 

( Radar picket station ·Ro~r". 

( 1300. Relieved by HMAS Burdekin. 

1400. Returned to Tarakan and anchored off the beach. We 

are now fire support and are subject to call fire at any moment. 
L 

The Australians are still catching hell. They are good 

fighters but seem rather s:j.ow;' 

I just came down below. While topside I was watching an 

j SC when shells splashed all around her - she was having a hell 

l of a time dodging them but finally got away - as far as I could 

see she didn't get a scratchl 
, 

I 
( damn 

Just heard about a transport and a tanker being hit - these 
Japs are holding a field dayl 

'-

384th Day Out Friday, May 4 1945 

" Steamed up to Point Roger and relieved the U.S.S. Waller -

'-Flagship 22nd Squadron. 

Two Aussie officers came aboard to connect communications 

with the fire party (spotter) on the beach. 

1200. Commenced bombarding imbedded pill boxes on the 
beach just beyond the air strip. There are two battalions of 

Jape entrenched there. 

1315. 
posi tions. 

• 

Secured - we threw about 250 shells in the enemy 
We did damn goodl 
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388th Day Out Tuesday, May 8 1945 

We got underway at 0630. We're screen commander for a 
rather mixed group of ships - DE, LeI's, SC, net-layer and a 
limey corvet. We should reach Morotai about the 11th and will 
leave the 17th to return to Borneo to hit the mainland. 

With the Commodore aboard we are now having both morning 
and evening alerts. 

We are now quite close to the Equator - it's hot as helll 

I'm sure getting tired of this rotten existance, over a year 
now and God only knows how much longer. 

Calm weather - good breeze, making twelve knots. Tack 
group speed - nine knots. We're up in front. 
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)89th Day Out Wednesday, May 9 1945 

News Flashl GERMANY HAS UNCONDITIONALLY SURRENDEREDI 

Boy, that certainly is great news. I only regret that the 
President couldn't have lived a month longer to see the victory 

jWhiCh he hoped so much to see. 

The war sure as hell isn't over for us for damn sure. 
I'll bet the people back home are going wild - to some the 
war is over. 

steaming at 12 knots - should hit the Celebes in the morning. 

Anti-aircraft practice. 

Evening alert. 

390th Day Out May 10 1945 

; 0730" We're alongside the Celebes now. I can see an 
\,,!,-ctive 'volcano off our beam. 

We're now passing through some kind of passage. 

Open sea again - should hit Morotai in the early morning. 

Eve ning al~ rt. 

391st Day Out May 11 1945 

Morotai - Netherland East Indies. 

, At 0615 during morning alert, we steamed between two 

I', Japanese-held islands which were being bombed by B-24's. Two 
hours later we steamed into the anchorage off Morotai - nice 

\, place but hot as helll 

After refueling, we anchored about 2000 yards off the beach. 

Movies tonight. 

A small amoun~ of mail arrived aboard. 

\ 
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J96th Day Out 

Field Day. 

Wednesday, May 16 1945 

Not a damn thing going onll 

Boy, this si the life. .All I have to do is stand a few 
gangway watches so the rest of my time is free. Just lie around 
and sweat and sweat I I I 

We're about 1 degree of the equator which acoounts for 
the intense heat. 

J97th Day Out Thursday, May 17 1945 

Not a blasted thing doing - this lying around is getting 
tiresome! r ~ 

Well, I'll be damnedll - A german submarine surrendered 
a little ways off Mindanao. May wonders never cease. 

It's so damn hot it's painful making these entries once 
a day. Can hardly stay below without drowning in your own sweatl 

J98th Day out Friday, May 18 1945 

Got underway this morning and steamed out a few miles for 
AA practice along with the Waller. The Waller has new guns and 
fire control gear ~but we still out shot her - we're still the 
best damn firing ship in DeaPacl 

Returned to Morotai and after refueling, we again anchored 
in ye old sweatbcxl 

Nothing doing·- we took on a few stores. Otherwise not 
a damn thing. 

J99th Day Out Saturday, May 19 1945 

\1 l 
I. 

Another German sub surrendered somewhere around here. 

Received fresh meat aboard. 

This life is killing me - wish to God we could get underway. 
This heat is terrificl 

400th Day Out Sunday, May 20 1945 

Damn good chow today. Chicken whioh could actually be eatenl 

Old man Smith is coming aboard in a few days. 

401 st Day Out Monday, May 21 1945 

Recreation parties are still being sent to the beach. 

Nothing to do but read and sleep. 

Movies on foc'sle. 
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We will take our squadron with six cruisers which will 
be the first group to hit the islandl 

Enemy surface forces are in that area so we may be in on 
a bit of sea action. 

~08th Day Out Monday, May 28 19~5 

Went ashore today. Went swimming and messed around with 
some air corps guys. 

Nothing new. 

This diary is rather dull this last month - nothing to put 
in i tl 
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~09th Day out Tuesday, May 29 19~5 

We're not standing sound watches now - just port gangway. 

l~ail came aboard. 

'iJ"'r'~ ~10th Day Out Wednesday, May 30 19~5 

\ 1':

//SPit_GfOitreuns mdeardeW&YsteraarflinYgthiS morning with seven destroyers . (some of our squadron) for AA practice. 

Boy, what a time that was. It was mostly tracking exercises. 
and suicide runs on us - they certainly 

cam closel 
\ .. _-

Returned to Morotai for anchorage. 

~11 th Day Out 

Mail arrived aboard. 

Liberty party went to the beach. 

Nothing new. 

~12th Day Out 

Thursday, May 31 19~5 

Friday, June 1 19~5 

I( Our old squadron 56 which went up north has but two 

\

'. destroyers left afloat - Lieutze (stern blown off) !sunk 6/5/~5) 
, and 0' Leary (stern blown off ). We certainly were lucky to be 
; left behind. All the cans we've operated with in Saipan and down 

\ 

\.1\ from squadron 56 have met something. The Newcomb from our old 112 
\ Division is a burnt hulk, the old Bryant and Bush have gone down -
" my God, but it gives a guy an awful' feeling to hear about !' destroyers you've operated with over a year going down. I have 

, a lot of friends on most of them. 


