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:L. <JS THE NAVV HAS RESPONDED fORCEfULLY TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

INVASION Of SOUTH VIETNAM WHICH COMMENCED 30 MARCH. I BELIEVE THAT 

OUR AIR AND GUN STRIKES, PLUS NGfS IN NORTHERN MILITARV REGION 

ONE HAVE HAD A SIGNIfICANT EffECT IN IMPEDING AND INCREASING THE 

ENEMV'S_LOSSES IN THE NVA DRIYE. THE HIGHEST LEYELS Of .GOYERNMENT 

HAVE NOTED THE NAYV'S EffORT WITH APPRECIATION. 

2. <t> OUR RAPID AND STRONG RESPONSE HAS NO,T BEEN WITHOUT COST, 

HOWEVER. WE HAYE HAD TO MOYE PEOPLE RAPIDLV TO DEPLOVING SHIPS AND 

SQUADRONS; WE HAYE HAD TO EXTEND DEPLOVMENTS, AND OUR RESPONSE HAS 

GENERATED NEW DEMANDS fOR SUPPORT. fURTHER, SHIPS WHICH HAYE NOT 

BEEN DEPLOVED IN RESPONSE TO THE INYASION HAYE HAD TO MAKE EXTRA 

EFFORTS TO BE READY, ALTHOUGH TEMPORARILV REDUCED IN PEOPLE. 

3. {U} I DO NOT NEED TO DWELL, ON THE INCREASED INT~NSITY Of SEA 

OPERATIONS. IT HAS BEEN REPORTED BY THE PRESS"TY, AND RADIO. 

HO~EVER, I WANT TO PAY TRIBUTE TO OUR MAGNIfICENT nEN WHO 

DRAFTER: OP~D'O 
DISTRIBUTION: STANDARD NAYOP DIST 

MEIIIAGE MEETS NAVY 
. CRITERIA FOR ELECTRICA~ 

JRANSMI8SION AS A GENERA~ 
III£SSAG'E 

, ~ 

l 



CCCC 03&10 

THEY MAKE ME DEEPLY PROUD. HAVE FOUGHT SO WELL. 

~. ~ DECISIONS ON LEVELS OF·FORCES TO BE EMPLOYED, AND THUS THE , ' 

DURATION OF DEPLOYMENTS, DEPEND ON THE OUTCOME OF THE BATTLE. WE 

CANNOT BE PRECISE AT THIS TIME BECAUSE THE BATTLE IS NOT OVER. I 

DO KNOW THAT IF THE NAVY'S FIGHTING SPIRIT IS ANY CRITERION, THE 

OUTCOME WILL BE. DEFEAT FOR THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 

S. {U} I REALIZE HOW DIFFICULT THIS TIME OF UNCERTAINTY IS FOR ALL 

HANDS. AND FOR THEIR DEPENDENTS. THEIR CONCERNS CAN BE ALLEVIATED 
. 

TO SOME DEGREE BY KEEPING A FLOW OF INFORMATION GOING TO DEPENDENTS 

I DESIRE THAT ALL COMMANDING OFFICERS ENSURE ~HAT THIS FLOW KEEPS 
, 'I'j' , 

GOING. I KNOW THAT OUR·.CO is WHO-ARt BUSY -n~.- , . .; : 

HAVE LITTLE FREE tIME BUT . . ..' L 

COMBAT 'THEY SHOULDG-ff-fAI'iILY GRAMS OUT WHEN THEY,' HAVE--A CHANCE 

TO GET THEIR BREATH. THOSE COMMANDERS. COMMANDING OFFICERS. AND 

IMMEDIATE SUPERIORS IN COMMAN~ WHO ARE IN HOMtpORTS SHOULD TAKE UP 

THE SLACK FOR'1HE DEPLOYED COMMANDERS. BRIEF. DEPENDENTS ON THE 
, HELP '''THEM ,- . . , 

! 
SITUATION./TAKE CARE OF THEIR PROBLEMS. AND ENSURE THAT THEIR LINES 

OF COMMUNICATION TO YOU ARE·OPEN· 

b. {U} THESE ARE DIFFICULT DAYS fOR ALL HAND~ .BUT PARTICULARLY 
, .\ 

THOSE WHOSE PLANS HAVE BEEN INTERRUPTED. BE ASSURED THAT I 
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YOUR PROBLEMS AND AM WORKING TO EASE THEM. YOU HAYE MY DEEPEST 
APPRECIATION AND RESP-ECT. GOD, BLESS -YOU. E. R'. lUMWA~ T, J-R., 
ADMIRAL, U.S. NAYY, CHIEF OF NAYA~ OPERATIONS 
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