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CONFIDENTIAL 

REPORT FOR COM1l'1ANDING OFFICER U.S.S. PHELPS 
Operatine under Commander Task Group 11.4, u.s. Pacific Fleet 
(Commander Destroyer Squadron ONE). 

'l'ASK ORGANIZATIm:: 

Chagses: 

1 AP~J:LI 

2 AI'RIL 1 

3 )J?:UL I 

4 ~J?{IL 2 

5 .2::\11 1 

6 ,J'RIL, 

7 • '\.Fit11 , 

11 
11.2 
11.4 
11.5 

191:!:2. 

12!!:2. 

1942. 

12!!:2. 

12!!:2. 

1%2. 

Rear Admiral .',Oil. Fitch (Co;nCarDiv 1). 
J.iIJ:<1';E.!\.POLIS, Iili"'{ ORLEANS. Rear i.d.mir alT. C. Kinkaid. 
Desron 1 less HULL, k.:iCDOl'iOUGEi. Captain ".H. Early. 
LEYJNGTON. Captain J!'. C. Sherman. 

On 1 Apri 1 l.:':'CDOliOUG!i, H,,'LI, detached Tas l, For ce 11, 
joined Task Force 15. 

On 1 April l;;OE:,C,JJAN, l<'.\'R.~,-GUT detached '['ask Force 15, 
joined Task Force 11. 

On 14 April il.YI;;iIH detached 'rask Force 15, joined 
')'ask Force 11. 

On 26 Arr il DiU.E detached as escort for U.3.3. 
L:WKASKIA. 

Docked in dry dock Jl2 iI , IITPIITH • 

l.loored in berth 15, LYPHTE. 

Eoored in berth 15, FT2HTH. 

"loored in berth 15, riYPETE. 

Docked in dry dock '1 Y , r!Y?H~fH. 

Docked in dry dock ;fl, L Y .. P:~lllH. 

19!J:2 • 

Docked in dry dock #1, :riTETt:. 
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8 APRIL! 1942. 
GCT LCT Docked in dry dock #1, NYPHTH. 

0255 Air rll id /',1f1!'1'l sounded. 

0315 Secured from air raid sta tion!!, no plenel'" appeared. 

9 APRIL, 1942. 
Docked in dry dock #1, NYFIITH. 

10 APRIL, 1942. 

Do eked in dry dock # 1, NYPH'TI-I. 

11 APRIL, 1942. 

iiioored in berth 2, l~HTH. C:ornplsted speciel 1\vllil­
ability for in~ulation of Fire Control Radar, 20mm 
.uns, depth char"e projector~, and dome for QC ~ear. 

12 APRIL, 1942. 

GCT LCT Moored alongsid~ IImmunition whllrf, '::est Lock, Oahu, TIL 

1630 0700 Deeron 1 less ;,;],CDONOUGH, HULL, AYL":IN plus 

2130 

2200 

0530 

0600 

BAGLEY :;::ot underway with Tesk Group 11.2 for 
iunnery prllctices in Hewaii~n AreA. 

1200 Posit. 20-40 II., 157-17 W., wind N.:::., 
sell rour.;h. Course snd speed made ~ood 
10.6 Y"..nots. 

1230 F'.red A._'. ;;un3 lit "Drone" plnn.., f'1Rkin.: torp",do 
ru.ns. 

2000 Poeit. 19-22 N., 157-45 w. 

2030 Fired 1:1:;h t Be ttle Fractice. 

13 _URIL, 1'.11;.2. 

GCT 
1730 

LeT omra Fosit. 19-22 N., 157-45 ';1., sky ov",!'cast, wind 
13~.E., forc~ 7, see rouch. 

1830 0900 F1re1 Dey Surface Fractice. 

2000 

2130 

1030 Fired 20 l'i.; .. :. ;;;uns at towed d,,·"e t"lr;;et. 

1200 Fosit. 20-16 1:., 157-56 ':1. COU!'e." aUr} speed 'llf'd" 
;;ood - 2390 T., 1.9 knots. 
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13 APRIL, 1\42. (Cont'd) 

QQ! 121: 
0130 1600 Entered P!'!arl t 

Course end spl!;cd made ~'Ood - 2390 T., 1.9 knots. 

14 APRIL. 1942. 

GCT LCT Moored PeI\rl~ buoy x-B. 

1730 OBOO AYLWllJ detached Tllsk Force 15 :ond joined 'I'M k 
Force 11. 

15 AI'RIL, 1942. 

GCT LeT Moored Pearl, buoy x-B 

1730 0800 Got underway in company with '!'ask Force 11, 
composed of LEXINGTON, lIIIN'-EAI'OLIS, ~E'!{ ORLEAI';S, 
Desron 1 less 11ACDONOUGH, HULL, enrO(lte for 
oper'tions al:ainf't the enemy in South Pacific Areas. 

2130 1200 Pos it. 20-~7 N., 157-41 ":., course and speed m~de 
ll;ood - 153 T., 8.B knots. 

2215 1245 LEX:INGTON fired Hit;h Al titune A •. A. Practice. 

. 0050 1520 Formed Cruisin~ Disposition l1SV • 

0530 2000 Posit. 20-00 I~., 157-13 ',,'. 

16 APRIL, 1942. 

QQ! LCT 

1730 0800 Posit. 17-18 E., 15S-0~_ '.:., st.,aJ"tin..; in C;Y'Ll.isin .. 
Disposition 11SV, wind East, force 6, sea rouo;h. 

2130 1200 Posit. 16-&2 n., 158-28 '::., COLlrse and speed made 
I:ood - 170 T., 10.3 k no ts • 

0530 2000 PO'lit. 15-07 N., 159-02 -.I. 

17 AFRIL, 1942. 

GeT LeT 

1730 -')800 :Fosit . 12-29 -.- 161-05 or Ilis i n;;,; dis p0s:tion .. , . , '. , 
1lSV. 

2130 1200 Posit • 11-39 N. , 160-16 n cOLlrse and speed mgde 
,j • , 

o;ood - 210oT., 8.8 i-::J1.0tS. 

0530 2000 Popit. 10-24 r~. , 160-36 vi. 
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18 APRIL. 1942. 

GCT !£r 

1730 0800 Posit. 07-55 N., 161-29 W., Cruising Disposition 
llSV. 

1815 0845 Sighted 2 friendly PEY patrol planes bearing 
0450 T., distant 5 miles. 

2130 1200 Posit. 07-15 N., 161-33 W., course and speed 
made good - 1960 T., 11 knots. 

0530 2000 Posit. 08-05 N., 160-16 w. 

19 APRIL I 1942. 

GCT LCT 

1730 0800 

2130 1200 

0230 1700 

oeo 0 2000 

20 APRIL. 1942. 

GCT LCT 

1800 0800 

2200 1200 

2300 1300 

0600 2000 

Posit. 06 -23 N., 160-48 W., Cruising Disposition 
llSV. 12 V .Jv;.F. planes flown off LEXIW}TON for 
Palmyra Islam Base. 

Posit. 06-02 N., 160-33 1'1., course and speed 
made good - 141 0 T., 3.9 knots. 

Set clocks back to plus (10) LZT. 

Posit. 04-35 H., 161-04 w. 

Posit. 02-42 N., 162-16'.1., Cruising Di spositlon 
llSV. 

Posit. 02-09 .1;'6 162-34 'iV., course and speed 
made good - 208 T., 10.8 knots. 

Fired 20 M.l,;. guns at sleeve target. 

Posit. 00-57 N., 163-36 Ii. 

21 APRIL. 19!d.!. 

GCT LCT 
1230 0200 Crossed equator in Long. 164-42 ·,V. 

1800 0800 Posit. 01-03 S., 165-38.1., CruisinG Disposition 
llSV. 
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21 APRn.. 1942. (Cont t d) 

QQ! LCT 

2200 1200 

0300 1700 

0630 2000 

22 APRILI 1242. 

GCT LCT 

1830 0800 

2110 1040 

2230 1200 

0330 1700 

0645 2000 

22 APRIL I 12 !±is. 
GCT LCT 

1945 0800 

2245 1200 

2345 1300 

0715 2000 

Posit. 01-39 S., 166-09 '"., course am speed 
made good - 2230 T., 13 knots. 

Set clocks to plus (10~) LZT. 

Posit. 02-49 S., 167-25 'N. 

Posit. 04-41 S., 169-1 .. 6 lV., Cruising Disposition 
11SV. Received following message from Task Force 
Command er: "AFTER FUELING FROII'I KASKASKIA AT POINT 
ACORN 11-45 S 178-37 'j{ S'l'ARTING 25TH X THIS FORCE 
WILL THEH PROCEED POINT BUTTERNUT 16-S 161-45 E 
TO ARRIVE BY ZERO T'.'lO HillIDRED ZED ONE 1,;'"Y WILL 
RENDEZVOUS 'tilTH AnD OP::;;RA~'E AS rJ<..>=lT OF TASK FORCE 
SEVENTEEN. 

LEXIKGTON plane reported cont ec t with enemy 
submarine bearL'1s 1150 T., distant 70 miles. 

Posit. 04-418.,169-46 'IV., course and speed 
made good 3310 T., 13.5 knots. 

Set clocks to plus (10~) LZT. 

Posit. 06-19 S., 171-55 «. 

Posi t. 08-09 S., 147-07 W., Cruising Disposition 
l1SV • 

.Posit. 08-47 S. 174-38 'il., course and speed 
made go di - 2320 T., 14 knots. 

Fired 20 l,'.l, •• and 5" guns - Burst 'I'arget }"racti ce. 

Posit. 09-1.3 S., 175-54 w. 
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25 APRIL. 1942. 

QQ1'. !&.! 
1915 0800 

2217 1102 

2315 1200 

0145 1430 

0600 1845 

0715 2000 

26 APRIL. 12~2. 

GCT LCT 

1747 0642 

1915 0800 

2315 1200 

0415 1700 

0524 1809 

07)0 2000 

27 APRIL. 1242. 

GCT LCT 

1930 0800 

2)30 1200 

07)0 2000 

Posit. 11-05 S., 178-14 W., Cruising Disposit ion 
IlSV. Changed date for East Longitude by despatch 
from Task Force Commander. 

U.S.S. K~JKASKIA escorted by U.S.S. SIMS jOined 
formation. 

Posit. 11-05 S., 178-14 ... , course and speed made 
good - 2340 T., 11.9 knots. U.S.S. STh;S left 
formation and proceeded on duty assigned. 

Task Force com~enced fueling, using special 
formation. 

Ceased fueling for day and formed Cruising 
Dispositi.on 11SV. 

Posit. 12-10 S., 178-39 W. 

Re-commenced fue ling using s fe cial fer mati. on. 

Posit. 13-16 S., 179-28 W. 

Posit. 13-40 S. 179-47 'IV., 00 ur se and sfe ed 
fllade good - 2090 T., 5.8 knots. 

Set clocks to minue (12!), cross 180th meridian. 

Ceased fueling. U.S.S. KASKASKIA escorted by 
U.S. S. DALE left formation on duty assigned. 
Formed Cruising Disposition IlSV. 

Posit. 14-27 s., 179-40 w. 

Posit. 14-32 s., 177-07 E., Cruising Disposition IlS~ 

Posit. 14-42 S., 177-07 E., course ani speed made 
e;ood - 2520 T., 8.4 knots. 

Posit. 15-36 S., 175-15 E. 

7 
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28 APRIL, 1942. 

GCT !&T 
1930 0800 

2330 1200 

0530 1700 

0800 2000 

29 APRIL, 1942. 

GUT LCT 

2000 0800 

2400 1200 

0500 1700 

0730 2000 

30 APRIL, 1942. 

GCT LCT 

2030 0800 

0030 1200 

0830 2000 

(~' 

"J 

Posit. 16-30 S., 172-59 E., Uruising Disposition 
l1SV. Fired special 5" and 20 M.M. anti-submarine 
practice at balloon targets. 

Posit. 16-55 S., 172-2~ E., course and speed mlilde 
good - 2420 T., 11.8 knots. 

Set clocks to minus (12). 

Posit. 17-27 S., 171-08 E. 

Posit. 18-23 S., 168-45 E, Cruising Disposition 11SV. 

Posit. 18-47 S., 168-06 E., course and speed made 
good - 2460 T., 11.5 knots. 

Set clocks to minus (lli!l. 

Posit. 18-03 S., 166-42 E. 

Posit. 16-00 S., 161-35 E., Cruising Disposition 
llSV. 

Posit. 16-19 S. 6 161-57 E., course and speed 
made good - 293 T., 15.6 knots. 

Posit. 17-15 S., 161-30 E. 

r /,/ / 
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. ~ /t,;4,? 
E. 1.. BECK, ", 

Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding Off icer U. S.S. HlELPS. 




