
I .0. 

CONFIDENTIAL --------------

.... AR DIARY 

COMMANDING OFFICER U.S.S. PHELPS 

From: The COL!ll!lBntling Officer, U.8.S. PHELPS 

'1:0: Chief of IJav'al Operations. 

Original to: Chief of Naval Operations (Office of Naval Records 
and Library) 
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REPORT FOR COMMANDIUG 
Opera tine: under Commander Task Group 
(Commander Destroyer Squadron OIm). 

Pacific Fleet 

Enclosure: (A) Report of Battle of Coral Sea 
(B) Report of sinking of U.S.S. LEXIrXiTON. 

TASK ORGANIZATION: 

11 
11.2 
11.4 
11. 5 

Changes: 

1 :':ay 1942 

Rear Admiral A. 'N. Fitch (ComCarDiv 1). 
]lmmEAPOLIS, NK(1 ORLF.A1TS, Rear Admiral T.C. Kinkaid. 
Desron 1 less BULL, MACDONOUGH, DALE. Capt. A.R. Early. 
LEXINGTON. Captain F.C. Sherman. 

On 3 May U .S.S. WORDEN detached on independent duty 
as escort of U.S .S. TIPPECANOE. 

On 6 May Task Force 11 joined with Task Force 17 

On 7 ]':ay U .S.S. FARRAGUT detached joined Australian 
Squadron. 

On 11 1ray Task Force 11 detached from Task Force 17. 
ComCruDiv 6, Rear Admiral T.C. Kinkaid OTC. AYV:n:N 
remained with Task Force 17. 

On 13 May U.S.S. ~',ORDEN rejoined 

on 16 May joined Task Force 16 and became a part 
of that force~ 

On 18 l\~ay U.3.8. lImAGHAN rejoined. 

On 27 May U.S.S. AYV:Jnr rejoined. 

On 31 May U.S.S. DE.lEY detach~d aE escort to U.S.S. 
PLATTE and U •• S. S. CD1ARRON. 

GCT 

1838 

LeT 

0608 Sighted Task Force 17 bearing lOOoT, dist3p.ce 15 
miles which remained within visual distance. 

2030 0800 Posit. 16-118 162-14E. Cruising disposition llSV 

0030 1200 Posit. 15-46s 162-03E. Course 8!1d speed ~lade Good 
course 2850T, 4 knots. 



--

1 MAY, 1942. (CONT'D) 

GCT ~ 

0100 1236 U.S. S. TIPPEC1\NOE joined fat' mati on. 110NAGHilN 
detailed as screen. 

01)5 1305 U.S.S. CEICAGO ani U.S.S. PERKINS joined fat'mation. 

0830 2000 Posit. 17-158 161-30E. 

2 MAY. 1942. 

QQ1 ~ 
2030 0800 Posit. lo-OOS 161-35E. Cruising disposition 11SV 

'rask Force 17 within visual distance. 

2250 1020 COIDillenced fueling cruisers from U.S.S. TIPPECANOE. 
Sea smooth, wind north, force 2. 

0030 1200 Posit. 16-19S 161-57E. Course and speed [!lade gOOd 
190 T, 1.4 knots. 

0600 1730 C~enced fueling destroyers. Fueling to continue 
throughout the night until cOlllpleted. 

0700 1830 CHICAGO, PERKllJS left formation and joined Task 
Force 17. 

0824 1954 IdooJuise. 

0830 2000 Posit. 17-00S 162-33E. 

3 l!.AY, 1942 

gQ! LCT 

1630 0400 

1930 0700 

2030 0800 

2045 0815 

0030 1200 

Completed night fueling of destroyers. 

Taskforce 17 departed on course north. 

Posit. 16-228 162-02E. Cruising disposition 11SV. 

Commenced fueling LEXINGTON. 

?osit. 16-218 16l-30E. Course and speed. made good-
263, 1 knots. 

0225 1355 Coap1eted fueling. U.S.S. 'l'IPPECANOE with U.S.S. 
WORDEN left forme.tion for independent duty. 

0530 1700 Change clocks to (-11) LOT. 

0900 2000 Posit. 15-493 160-03E. 



n , "- '.'" . 

4 May 1942 (Cont'd) 

lliIT LCT 

2100 OBOO ,Posit. 14-568 156-57E. Cruising disposition llSV. 

2145 OB45 Australian force consisting of AUSTRALIA, HOBART 
joined formation. 

2317 1017 The following despatch received from ComTaskForce 11 
"TASKFOR 17 IS ATTACKING FLORIDA ISLAND AREA NOVI 
AND ¥.AS DIRECTED THAT THIS FORCE JOIN HIM AT POINT 
CORN 15S 160E SUNRISE LOC.4L 5TH" 

0100 1200 Posit. 15-40S 157-57E, course and speed made good -
2B5 T, 9.6 knots. 

0900 2000 Posit. 16-50S 15B-35E. 

5 MAY, 1942 

GCT LeT 

2014 0714 U .S.S. FERKIHS joined formation. 

2100 OBOO Posit. 14-52S 160-05E. Cruising disposition 11SV. 

2295 0905 Sighted Task Force 17 and received following des­
patch. "YORKTOV,'N AIRCRAFT ATTACKED 'lULAGI (Florida \ 
Island area) REPEATEDLY ON 4 V;AY X 2DD 4AT LA~ 
SUNK X 1CL BEACHED AND SUNK X lCA TIRY BADLY 
DAMAGED X 1CL LAP LAM lAK BADLY DAI,:!GED X 5 PLANES 
DESTROYED X OUR LOSSES lTBD lVF" 

2300 1000 Task Force 17 commenced fueling from NIDSHO. 

0100 1200 Posit. 15-0BS 160-00E. Course and sp~ed made good-
077 T, 6 knots. 

0345 1445 Received follo\"ing despatch for CTF-17 "YORKTOVm 
FIGHY.t!;:f(S Jji;;S~lROYED ~IJ:w.v:--[ FOUR EI·~::;'IIJE S~rL.rln:3 

TRACKER ABOUT OBOO TODAY" 

0415 1515 Received following c',espatch from CTF-17. "SUB SIGHTED 
BY OUR PLANES A~ 0807 ON SURFACE X INMEDIATE'LY 
SUBMERGl!:D 1: POSITION 14S 15BE COURSE 105" 

0600 1700 Set clocks to -11 1/2 LZT. Task Force 17 completed 
fue1inc for day. 

t' 
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OON iijB[~4!AL 
5 MAY, 1942 

lli2! LCT 

0830 2000 

6 NlAY. 1942 

QQ! LCT 

Posit. 15-248 160-14E. 
operate within 10 miles 
night. 

Task Force 11 ordered to 
of Task For ce 17 dur ing 

1939 0709 Task Force 17 recommenced fueling. 

2030 0800 Posit. 14-548 158-01E. Crrnsing disposition IlSV. 

2330 noo Task Force 17 c08pleted fueling. Task Force 17 and 11 
organized as one force under CTF-17 in accordance 
with CTF-17 secret OpOrd 0007N. Formed cruising 
disposition 17 VICTOR. This group designated as 
17.2 (Att ack gr oup), cooposed of PFEJ;pS, DEWEY, 
MONAGHAI\f, AYLWD1, KIl<r:E.:..POLIS, l\'E'N ORL EAN8 , Task 
Group Commander, ComCruDiv 6, Rear admiral Kinkaid. 

0030 1200 Posit: 15-10S 158-36E. Course and distance roade 
good - 269 T, 3.6 knots. 

0730 1900 Formed cruising disposition 17L. 

0830 2000 Posit. 14-32S 157-52E. 

7 ;"J,.Y, 1942 

QQ1 !&! 
2030 0800 Posit. 13-068 154-23E. Battle of Coral Sea. Events 

0030 1200 

0530 1700 

0900 2000 

8 !.::A Y I 1~2 

GOT !£! 
2100 0800 

occuring during this period are covered in CD8-1 
secret serial 00185 report of engagement vlith 
Japanese Force 7-8 Eay, copy enclosed. 

Posit. 12-318 154-18E. Course ani speed roade good -
306 T, 11.4 knots. 

Set clocks to -11. 

Posit. 13-108 154-34E. 

Posit. 14-348 154-29E. 3attle of Coral Sea. Events 
occuring during this period are covered in CDS-l 
serials 00185 and 0179. Repurts on engagement with -<­
Japanese force 7-8 :,:ay and Sinking of U.S. S. .... • .J"" .... 
LEXD'<GTOn respectively, copiesenCloRp.n.~\e..l\t~ 



I , n 
Q.-Q-N-;[-I-~-!-R-!-I-!.-1. 

,0, 

8 MAY. 1942 (Cont'd) 

GCT LCT 
oWo 1200 Posit. 14-40S 155-16E, course and speed made good, 

1680 T, 5.4 kts. 

0900 2000 Posit. 15-1)S 155-25E. 

9 MAY. 1942 

2000 0700 

2100 0800 

2225 0925 

2236 0936 

2338 1038 

010u 1200 

0900 2000 

10 ,,;'W, 1942 

GCT LCT 

2100 0800 

211+8 0848 

2300 10UO 

OlOU 1200 

0325 1425 

Task Force rejoined at rendezvous and formed 
cruising disposition Victor on course 1550 T, 
speed 25 kts. 

Posit. 19-028 155-05E. 

Recei ved following signal from OTC "Enemy aircraft 
carrier 175 miles, bearing 3100 T. 

Received report unidentified aircraft on radar 
screen. dent to General Q.uarters. YORKTO,IN radar 
out of commission. C:C:ESTER radar guar d. l,.any un­
identified air craft reported throughout the day but 
none of the contacts xaterialized as enemy. 

Received the follo/ling signal from OW "IT IS VERY 
DOUBTFUL '"lFiliTlfER -'IE HAVE BEEN SPOTTED." 

Posit. 20-23S 155-46E, course and speed made good, 
175 0 T, 14.3 kts. 

Posit. 22-088 157-02E. 

Posit. 23-578 160-3)E, cruising disposition 17SL. 

Received followi ng signal from Task For ce COI!L~larxl er 
"ElJE],X j.IRCRXFT EXPE:::TED TO BE SIGHTED." 

}i'ormed cruising di sposition Victor. Received many 
reports 01' radar contacts with unidentified aircraft 
but none were developed as enemy. 

Posit. 24-453 160-1,3E, course and speed made good, 
134°T, 15.9 kts. • 

Received folloNing message from CTF17 to Crudiv 6, 
n.~~K.:!'\ D~K Z ... ~~8~ 'rc ~'UEL .t~!D ~ • ..AKE co~ 3AG TRn.::S1.?ERS 
OF LE..JI~G-TOI~ S1.BVIVOR3 X DLSIG-l~ .... 7E j)J TO ..;~CCOl':;:P.t~~Y L~~ 



I 
1 

CONFIDENTIA L 

10 MAY 1942 (Cont'd) 

'SHEN ';;']; SEPARATE X WHEN DIRECTED PROCEED NOUl.mA 'nTH 
OTIillR SHIPS OF TASK FORCE 11 AnD AV:AIT ORDERS FROM 
CINCPAC AND CTF16" AYL'.'iIN was designated to 
accompan,lT Task Force 17. 

0600 1700 Commenced fueling operations. Destroyers fueling 
from cruisers throughout the nif,ht and transferrinG 
LEx:INGTON survivors by coal bag to cruisers. 

0900 2000 Posit. 26-08S 161-03E. 

11 l:AY 1942 

~ LeT 

2045 0745 Fuelinc operations completed, formed cruising 
disposition 17SL. 

2100 0800 Posit. 26-268 163-22Z 

0100 1200 rosit. 26-29S 164-2)E, course and distance m'lde good, 
118 T, 9.4 knots. 

0500 1600 3ic:hted 4 friendly planes, B17s, on course Southwest. 

0600 1700 Left formation bound for Noumea, New Oaledonia, in 
company with l,IlHm;,FOLIS, IE,} ORLEANS, ASTORIA, 
AlmERSON, and DZ;;Z{. Comcrudiv 6 in 1J:l~,EAPOLIS OTC. 
Recei v ed fol1owin.:; message from CTF17 addressed to 
Co!!:crudiv 6, "UION TAKING L:&\V'.2 OF YOU, I ';::rSH 70 
TIIANK YOU MID YOUR 'l'ASK GROUP 17.2 FOR YOUR EFnCE1IT 
AUD LOYAL COOP',C;RATIOll '"RILE II: TIUS TASK FOROE IE 
ACTIVE OPERLTION AGAIllST TEE El,EKY X I PARTICULARLY 
APPRECIATE YOUR EXCELLENT ',;ORK IN R:<;SOUn1G SURVrrORS 
}!'ROI,; THE SINKING AND RJRNIllG LEXINGTON AI;:) YOUR SUB*, 
:::':EC~t'ENT Ex:P"ZDITIGGS FUELIllG OF DDS J\:m 'l'RA iSFER OF 
LE::IIlGTON P~RSO~·:!EEL U1'JD~R TRYII~8- Al:D A:iJVi:aSE 
CONDITIONS AT KIGHT X GOOD WCK AND GOOD HUNTP1G TO 
YOU !dID YOUR 0 FFI (;:sitS ,~::1) YOUR l.:EN '.:I TII YOU" 

0900 ;>000 i'osit. 25-403 165-23E 

12 1\.AY 1942 

2Q1 LCT 

2100 8$00 ~;i:hted coast of iTe~N C2.1edoni~ ?.ud U.~.S. j?L~::~0:Eri 
on ~nti-fub..:::::;:::rine ;.Rtrol ~::':-' entrance to i.~oume~. 

2215 0')15 '{'no PBY patrol planes '~rrived and provided 3ir 
coverage for t~is force. 

/ / 



n , '. ,n 
C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L ------------
12 MAY; 1942 (Cont f d) 

GCT !&! 
0025 1125 Entered Noumea Harbor and anchored in Great Harbor. 

13 11AY, 1942 

illIT. LCT 

Ships present U.S.8. TIPPECllliOE, U.S.S. CURTIS, U.S.S. 
WORDEN, U.S.S. MON,l.GF.AN, and U.S.S. J!'LUSSER. Commenced 
fuelinz, replenishing and transfer 01' survivors and 
wounded to U.S.S. ASTURL,. Course and speed made 
gOOd, 02>oT, 11.3 kts. 

1300 0100 Set clocks to -12 L~T. 

2000 080U Anchored Great Harbor, j\oumea, New Caledonia. 

2300 1100 Sortied from i"oumea in cow.pany with 1,;nmEAPOLIS, 

2400 1200 

0300 2000 

14 1.;}iY. 1942 

GCT ~ 
2000 0800 

2400 1200 

0800 2000 

15 It.A.Y, 1942 

"""T ~ W 
2000 0800 

2400 1200 

0800 2000 

1100 2300 

NEtl ORIE.Ai:!S, DEWEY, NORDEN, and PHELPS with orders 
to join Task Force 16 at rendezvous. 

Posit. 22-298 166-29E. 

Posit. 23-13S 167 -1.7E. 

Posit. 19-543 168-lqE , , cruising with cruisers in 
column and destroyers in anti-submarine screen 33. 

Posit. 18-578 168-1U, course and speed .nade {]Jod, 
o 24°'I' , 9.7 kts. 

Posit. 16-45S 169-90E. 

Posit. 13-468 168-37E, steaming as More. 

Posit. 12-56S 168-12E, course and speed made good, 
OOO°J., 15 kts. 

Posit. 12-023 169-21E. 

DE'liEY reported sithted unidentified ship on port bow. 
distance 4000 yards. Destroyers deployed to in­
vestie;ate. 
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15 1,lAY 1942 (Cont'd) 

GCT W 
1158 2328 Obtained rsdar range on object at 28000 Y3rds, 

identified as Fataka Island. Shape of Islsnd 
snd visibility conditions which enabled it to 
be sighted made it appear to be an oil tanker. 

16 MAY 1942 

GCT LeT 

1828 0628 Sighted Task Force 16 on port bow bearing 3200 T. 

2000 0800 Posit. 12-34S 171-41E. Joined Task Force 16 and 
formed cruising disposition 7V. Task Force 16 
composed of U.S.S. ENTERPRISE (CTF16 Rear Admiral 
Halsey), U .S.S. HORNET, noRTHAMPTON, PENSACOLA, 
SALT UKE CITY, VINCEm;W, BALCH, COIJYNGHA~'l, 
BEl\'HAM, :0LLE'I', 1,}.URY snd 1.;ONSSEIJ. 

2135 0935 

2150 0950 

0100 1200 

0900 2000 

lZ 11AY 19!±2 

GCT LCT 

2100 0800 

0100 1200 

0900 2000 

18 l.1AY 1942 

££! LeT 

Formed cruisinc disposition 10V. 

Set clocks to -11 LZT. 

Posit. 13-44S 171-37E, course and distance made 
goOd, 104 T, B.2 knots. 

Posit. 15-19S 171-25E. 

Posit. 17-52S 170-25E, in cruising disposition 10V. 

Posit. 18-38S 170-52E, course and distsnce made good, 
188 T, 12.4 knots. 

~-osit 19-513 172-13E. 

2100 0800 Fosit. 21-348 170-41E, in cruising disposition 10V. 

2210 0910 Plane from HOHlT8T crashed. U.S.S. DE.;EY rescued 
personnel. 

2300 1000 T~ " c v."::,.,-,,. PLATTE escorted b:,-
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i 

,(1, 
Q.-Q-N-[- J. -12-~-N-T-J.-!!-b. 
181IAY, 1942 (Cont'd) 

lliIT. LCT 

0100 1200 Posit. 21-06S 171-19E, course and distance made good, 
1700 T, 6.3 kts. Received followiv~ message from 
Task Force Commander "IT IS VITAL THii.T THIS FORCE 
NOT REPEAT NOT BE DETECTED." 

0550 1650 3El'<1iAM had man overboard. Rescued by 3ENH .. ;J,1 at 
1700. 

0900 2000 Posit. 19-31S 172-33E. Set clocks to -12 LZT. 

12 1,~Y I 

~ 

1900 

2000 

2400 

0400 

0800 

20 kAY. 

GCT 

1900 

2000 

2400 

12!±2 

LCT 

0700 

0800 

1200 

1600 

;2000 

1942 

LCT 

0700 

0800 

1200 

u.s.!:). ATL.ANTA jOined form8.tion. 

Posit. 17-108 174-04E, forilled cruising dis~osition 
8 Victor and cOInmenced fueling operations. 

Posit. 16-308 174-33E, course and speed clade good, 
034oT, 14.5 kts. 
Oompleted 1'ue ling operations. 

Posit. 14-59S 175-46E. 

U.S.S. SALT l.JJCE CITY detached sud left forirJDtion. 

Posit. 13-053 178-24E, formed cruising disposftion 
7 Victor. 

"osi t. 12-208 179-0TE, 00 ur se and distanc e made good, 
0470 T, 15.1 kts. 

0800 2000 Posit. 11-078 179-08",'. 

1200 2400 Set clocks to f 12 LZT. 

20 L;';'Y I L2!±2 

GOT LOT 

1730 0530 

2000 0800 

2li'l'~RPRISE plane crc-shed. COlr'r.'}."IDiAM rescued radio­
man, pilot lost. 

Posit. 09-59S 176-37ii, cruising dioposi tion 7 Victor. 
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! CONFIDENTIA L 

20 MAY 1942 (Cont'd) 

GCT LCT 

n , .'. 

2400 1200 Posit. 08-55S 175-11'1[, course end distance made good, 
058 T, 16.5 knots. 

0800 2000 Posit. 7-59S 173-38'.1, set clocks to .. 11 LZT 

21 j,;AY 1942 

QQ! LeT 

1900 0800 Pos it. 6-07S 171-10"l. CruiSing disposition 7V 

2300 1200 Posit. 5-20S 170-24VI. Course and dist9.nce made good -
053 T, 15.5 knots. 

0700 2000 Posit. 3-143 169-33W. 

22 J.{;AY 1942 

GeT 1&1 
1900 0800 Fosit. 00-06S 168-37',i. Cruising disposition 7V 

1923 0823 Crossed equator head inc: north in Loncitude 168-40VI. 

2300 1200 Posit. 00-53N 168-08'.'1. Course and distance made 
good - 020 T, 16.5 knots. 

0700 2000 Posit. 03-01 N 167-20\';. 

23 MAY 1942 

GeT LCT 

1900 0800 Posit. 5-43N 165-51';:. Cruising disposition 7V 

2300 1200 Posit. 6-41N 165-24-;;. Course and distance made good -
025 T, 16 knots. 

0700 2000 losit. OB-30N 164-32\;. 

24 I..:AY 1942 

QQ! LeT 

1900 OBOO Posit. 11-25N 163-06':r. Cruising disposition 7V 

2300 1200 Posit. 12.-0511 162-24';[. Course flne. distance IT,p,de Zood -
029 T, 15.4 knots. 

0700 2000 Po!:it. 13-4HJ 161-40';1. 

,'; 
! I 



! ,0. 
~-Q-N-E-I-g-~-N-!-t-A-~ 

25 MAY, 1942 

GeT !&1. 
0530 Form.ed cruising di spositi. on 11 WIDR. 

1900 0800 Posit. 16-37N 160-171'1'. 

2340 1140 Formed cr uising di sposi tion 10 VICTOR. 

2400 1200 Posit. 17-13N 159-38W. Course and speed made good-
028 T, 14.5 knots. 

0700 2000 Posit. 19-06N 159-06,1. Set clocks to t 10 LZT. 

26 LiAY. 1942 

GCT !&! 

1250 0250 ,IORDEN left formation; main engine failure. ELLEr 
standing by. 

1330 0330 dORDEN a.nl. EILET rejoined - repairs com.pleted. 

1800 0800 Posit. 20-26N 157-50w. Cruising disposition 10 VICTOR. 

1900 0900 Sighted Oahu bearing 23 T, 30 1)'.11es. ;';ade prepara-
tions for entering pearl Harbor. 

2012 1012 PENSACOLA lost man overboard. I,ian rescued by 
ATl.AJ.WA. 

2200 1200 Posit. 21-1BN 157-57W. Course and distance made 
good - 021 T, 11.1;. knots. 

22)0 12)0 Entered 
Pear 1. 
roint. 

Pearl Harbor with Task Force. h:oored 
Fueling and replenishing. Berth 11-), Lerry's 

27 MAY. 

GCT 

1800 

2100 

28 bAY I 

GCT 

1300 

1942 

hQ! 
0800 

1100 

12!t2 
~ 

0800 

l.:oored Pearl. Berth 1':-), l~erryt s .?oint. 

U. S.S. AYL'IIIN ar ri v ed Pearl in COJ:lpany wit h Task 
Force 17. 

",oared rearl, Berth ;,,-), l,;erry's -,oint. 

/~ 
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co lITIDE1<"TIA L 

28 MAY 1942 (Cont'd) 

GCT .J£1: 
2000 1000 Sortied from Pearl in company with Task Force 16, 

composed of ENTERPRISE, HORlillT, lEI}..'NEAPOLIS, NEVl 
ORLEANS, VINCENNES, PENSACOLA, N'ORTHA1fi''IDN', PHELPS, 
DE'i.'EY, ViORD:&"I, MONAGHAN, AYL':lIN, BALCH, BENHAM, 
ELLET, Ml>URY, r.;QNSSEN, co llYNGHA 11 , CIN;ARRON', PLATTE, 
Rear Admiral Spruance, Task Force Commander. 

2200 1200 Posit. 21-10N 157-59W. Course and distance made good -
180 T, 5.3 knots. Cruising disposition lOV. 

0542 1900 Set clocks to ... 10 LZT 

0600 2000 Posit. 22-0lN i58-51Vl. 

29 N>AY 1942 

GCT .J£1: 
1800 0800 Posit. 24-35N 159-41.:. Cruising disposition 10V 

1900 0900 HORNET plane missing. MAURY left formation to 
search for it. 

2200 1200 Posit. 25-24N 160-03H. Course and distance made 
good - 336 T, 11.6 knots. 

2215 1215 MAURY rejoined formation. Results of search negative. 

0600 2000 Posit. 26-12!J 162-07.,. 

:20 l,;,n 19!/;2 

GCT LCT 

1110 0110 :::!:LLET reported sound conta ct. 

1144 0144 ELLET reported contact lost. 

1324 03~4 ELLET rejoined formation. 

1800 0800 Posit. 27-39N 164-49~'i • CruisinG disposition 10V. 

2000 1000 All Ships fired 20= and .50 cal. At sleeve tarc:et • 

2200 1200 Posit. 28-07K 165-46',1. Course :lnd dist~nce l'lllde Good -
298 T, 14.5 knots. 

/3 
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,0. 
C-O-N -F-I-D-E -,N -T-I-A-L ----- ------

90 WillY. 1942 

Q2! J;&! 

0100 1500 All ships fired 5" AA guns at burst target. 

0700 1800 Set clocks to t 11 LZT. 

0700 2000 Posit. 29-03N 167-53.B,/. 

31 MAY, 1942 

GeT !&! 
1620 0520 Commenced fueling operations. 

1900 OBOO Posit. 30-07N 169-3Bil. Special cruising disposition 
for fueling. 

2300 1200 Posit. 30-1BN 169-35~I. Course and distance made 
good - 303 T, 9.6 miles. 

0200 1500 Completed fueling operation. Formed cruising dis-
posit ion 10 VICTOR. CIMARROJ:" PLATTE escorted by 
DE.iiZYand MONBSEN left formation. 

0700 2000 Posit. 30-59.91< 171-17. 2'N. 

~{d.~ 
Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy, 

Commanding U. s. S. PliELPS 

Jcf 




