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I 
CONFIDENTIAL u. s. s. PHELPS 

REPORT FOR COMMANDING OFFICER. U.S.S. PHELPS 
0feratia g under Commander Task Force 11.4p.S. Pacific Fleet 

CommAnder Destroyer Squadron.-QNE) ;. 

TASK ORGANIZATION 
11 Rear Admiral Fleteher (Task Force CommAnder) -

SARATOGA 

11.2 Rear Admiral Wright - MINNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS, 
ASTORIA 

11.4 CaptaiA S.B. Brewer - Desron ONE less MONAGHAN, 
AYLWIN. 

ChSAges: OA 6 July DALE departed Pearl Harbor, on detaoked 
esoort duty. 

011 7 July VINCENNES, Tra.a.sDiv-12 (GREGORY, LITTLE, 
CALHOUN, MCKEAN), PLATTE e.Jld CIMARRON joiaad Task 
Force for temporary duty. 

On 16 July TraasDiv-12 detached. Rear Admiral 
Fletcher appoiAted Vice Admiral. 

0. 21 July PLATTE esoorted by WORDEN detached OA l; 
iAdepe.deAt duty. 

0. 24 July VINCENNES detached, joiAed Task Force 
18. HULL lett dispositioA 0. detaohed duty, 
proceedia& to SUVA. 

0. 26 July SALT LAKE CITY joiAed Task Force. 

011 27 July SALT LAKE CITY SAd ASTORIA lett disposition 
Oll detached duty. HULL rejoiAed. HULL SAd DIDVEY 
detaohed lett dispositioa for temporary duty with 
Task Force 62. CIMARRON detaohed. AARON WARD reported 
for temporary duty this Task Force. 

On 28 July CIMARRON esoorted by BENHAM jo1Jled 

Oll. 29 July BENHAM, AARON WARD aLld CIMARROn esoorted 
by WORDEN detached. PLATTE escorted by WORDEN rejoiaed 

On 30 July PLATTE detached. GWIN joined for temporary 
duty. 
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I CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. PHELPS 

1 - 5 JULy 1942 

Moored Berth X-7, Pearl Harbor. 

6 JULy 1942 

GeT LeT Moored Berth X-7, Pearl Harbor. 

0130 1600 DALE ~ot underway for speoial detaohed duty. 

7 JULy 1942 

. . 

1600 0630 Underway in company with Task Fore:e 11, screellling 
SARATOGA, Cruising Disppsition 1 Viotor. 

2000 1030 Fired surface and A.A. Praotioe. 

2130 1200 Posit. Lat. 20-46.5 N., Long. 157-49.5 W. 

0530 2000 Posit. Lat. 19-59 N., Long. 156-45 w. 
8 JU1.Y 1942 

In oompany with Task Force 11, screening 
SARATOGA, Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

1730 0800 Posit. Lat. 18-46.6 N., Long. 156-03.6 W. 

1935 1005 Cruisers and destroyers fired Bombardment 
Practice off southern tip of Hawaii. 

2130 1200 Posit. Lat. 18-53.5 N., Long. 156-43.5 W. 

2136 1206 Two planes of VINCENNES crashed in water. 
HULL recovered personnel of one plane. PHELPS 
the other. Personnel recovered: Lieutenant 
(jg) James Balako, A-V(G), USNR, and Raymond 
F. Elworth, h..a.11:2c, U31J 

2313 1343 Formed Cruising Disposition 1 Victor 

0530 2000 Posit. Lat. 17-32.3 1<., Lon€;. 156-02.8.1. 
Course and speed LJade cood - 151 true, 5.4 
knots. 
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u. S. S. PHELPS 

In Company with Task Force II, screening 
SARATOGA, Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

Changed clocks to Zone Plus 9 time. 

Posit. Lat. 15-19.7 N., Long. 157-36.1 VI. 

Posit. Lat. 14 ... 37.8 N., Long. 157-53 w. 
Course and speed made good: 194-30 True, 
11 k!ilots. 

0400 1900 Changed clocks to Zone Plus 9! time. 

0530 2000 Posit. Lat. 13-12.7 N., Long. 158-34.3 W. 

10 JULY 1942 In company with Task Force 11, soreening 
SARATOGA, Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

1730 0800 Posit. Lat. 10-53.1 N., Long. 160-15.9 W. 

2130 1200 Posit. Lat. 10-13.2 N., Long. 160-32.1 Vi. 
Course and speed made good: 210 True, 12.8 
knots. 

0530 2000 Posit. Lat. 08-41.S N., Long. 161-40.9 W. 

11 JULY 1942 In company wit~ Task Force II, soreening 
SARATOGA, Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

1730 0800 Posit. Lat. 06-16.8 N., Long. 163-48.9 w. 
2130 1200 Posit. Lat. 05-23.5 N., Long. 164-14 W. 

Course and speed made good: 217 True, 
15.2 mots. 

0400 1830 Changed olocks to Zone Plus 10 time. 

0600 2000 Posit. Lat. 03-46 N., Long. 165-10.8 W. 

12 JULY 1942. 
In company with Task Force II, screening 
SARATOGA, Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

1800 0800 Posit. Lat. 01-08.5 N., Long. 166-36.5 W. 
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12 JULY 1942 (Cont~' d) 

IB05 0805 Commenoed fueling DDs and APDs - Special formation 

2133 1133 Supersonio contaot by APD4 

2152 1152 Contact lost, apparently non-submarine. 

2200 1200 Posit. Lat. 00-33.6 N., Long. 166-53 W., Course 
and speed made good: 210 True, 13 knots. 

2356 1356 Completed fueling operations; formed Cruising 
Disposition 1 Victor. 

0430 IB30 Changed clocks to Zone Plus lot time. 

0630 2000 Posit. Lat. 01-09 S., Long. 167-35.9 W. 

13 JULY 1942 

IB30 0800 In company with Task Foroe 11, 
Cruisin, Dispositio~ 1 Victor. 
S., Long. 169-13.2 W. 

soreening SARATOGA, 
Posit. Lat 03-59.5 

2230 1200 Posit. Lat. 04-41 S., Long. 169-52.B W., Course 
and speed made iOod: 210 True, 15.1 knots. 

0630 2000 Posit. Lat. 06-01.3 S., Long. 171-02 W. 

14 JULY 1942 

1830 0800 In company with Task Foree 11, sereenine 
Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 
Posit. Lat. 08-26.5 S., Long. 173-20 W. 

SARATOGA, 

2230 1200 Posit. Lat. 09-17.8 S., Long. 173-17.7 W. Course 
and speed made good: 216 True, 14.2 knots. 

0500 1830 Changed clocks to Zone Plus 11 time. 

0700 2000 Posit. Lat. 11-24 S., Long. 173-25 W. 

15 JULY 1942 

1900 OBOO In company with Task Force 11, screening SARATOGA, 
Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 
Posit. Lat. 14-37.8 S., Long. 173-48 W. 

j ~} 
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15 JULY 1242 (Cont'd) 

2300 1200 Posit. Lat. 15-26 S., Long. 174-14.5 W., Course 
and speed made good: 189 True, 15.5 knots. 

0630 1930 Changed clocks to Zone Plus 11~ time. 

0730 2000 Posit. Lat. 16-52 S., Long. 175-21.1 w. 
~6 JULY 1242 

1915 0745 

1930 0800 

2330 1200 

0730 2000 

17 JULY 1942 

In company with Task Force II, screening SAR~TOGA, 
Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

Transport Division 12 1e~t disposition. 

Posit. Lat •• 19-47 S., Lone. 177-25 W. 

Posit. Lat. 20-28.6 S., Long. 177-18.6 w. Course 
and speed made good: 210 True, 14.5 knots. 

Posit. Lat. 22-04.2 S., Long. 178-03.5 W. 

Rear Admiral Fletcher appointed to Vice Admiral 
this date. 

In company with Task Force 11, screening SARATOGA, 
Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 
Heavy seas and force 7 wind prevented scheduled 
fueling operations. 

1930 0800 Posit. Lat. 22-04 S., Long. 179-26 E. 

2330 1200 Posit. Lat. 22-10 S., Long. 179-54.9 E. Course 
and speed made good: 237 True, 7.7 knots. 

0630 1900 Changed clocks to Zone Plus 12 time. 

0800 2000 Posit. Lat. 21-58 S., Long. 179-33 E. 

18 JULY 1942 

In company with Task Force 11, screeniIl£ SARATOGA, 
CrUising Disposition 1 Victor. 

1900 0700 Commenced fueling operations. l:eavy seas 
prevented carrier fueling. 
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18 dULY 1942 (Cont'd) 

2000 0800 

0000 1200 

Posit. Lat. 21-24.8 S., Long. 178-58.8 E. 

Posit. Lat. 21.30.8 S., Long. 177-43.5 E. Course 
and speed made good: 288 True, 5.3 knots. 

0600 1800 ~eased fueling operations. 

0800 2000 Posit. Lat.22-37.1 S •• Long. 178-32.6 E. 

19 dULY 1942 

In company ,'lith Task 1;'orce 11. screeniJl[; ::>~;.,-·i'OGA, 
Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

1200 0000 Changed clocks to Zone Plus ll~ time. 

1930 0800 l'osit. Lat. 22-32.8 S., Long. 178-36.5 ',I. 

1940 0810 Recommenced fueling operations. 

2330 120') lo,'lt. Lat. 22-27 .s., Lone. 178-04 ,I. COll,rse 
and $peed made cood: 103 True, 10.4 knots. 

0447 1717 Completed fuelinl' operations. 

0730 2000 Fosit. Lst. 22-38 3., Lone. 178-04,1. 

20 dULY 1942 

In company Hith Task Force 11. screening ;i.~~cC;:'OG"'-, 
Oruising Dis1'osi tion 1 Victor. 

1930 0800 Posit. Lat. 22-19.2 S., Long. 177-40 :.1. 

2220 1050 VF plane from SARATOGA crashed into w&ter astern 
of carrie l' during recovery operations. PHci..J:'S 
rescued pilot, Ensign Roy Gunsolus, "'--V (G) , USNR, 
u!1inj ure (1. 

2330 1200 Posit. Lat. 22-24 S •• Lone. 177-58.6 .... Course 
and speed made good: 057 True, 0.25 knots. 

0730 2000 Posit. Lat. 22-21.6 S., Long. 178-42.3 ~i. 

21 J1.iLY 1942 

In company y .. ith Task Force 11, screeninG 0"uv.TOG ..... 
Cruising Dispositi on 1 Vic tor. 
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21 JULY 1942 (Cont'd) 

1930 OSOO Posit. Lat. 22-15.7 S., Long. 177-36.6 W. 

2330 1200 Posit. Lat. 22-23 S., Long. 177-07.9 W. Course 
and speed made good: 091, 2.08 kmots. 

0200 1430 PLATTE escorted by WORDEN lett disposition on 
detached duty. 

0730 2000 Posi t. Lat. 23-28 S., Long. 177-07.8 Vi. 

22 JULY 1942 

I~ oompnay with Task Foroe II, soreening SARATOGA, 
Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

1930 0800 Posit. Lat. 25-51 S., Long. 177-20.2 W. 

2330 1200 Posit. Lat. 25-40.6 S., Long. 177-43.2 W. Course 
and speed made good: 189 True, 8.4 kmots. 

0118 1348 MACDONOUGH reported supersonic oontact. Contact 
proved to be apparently non-submarille. M.any 
whales had previously been sighted. 

0730 2000 Posit. Lat. 24-30 S., Long. 17g-08.1 W. 

24 JULY 1942 

1130 0000 

2000 0800 

2100 0900 

2340 1140 

2400 1200 

0405 1605 

0800 2000 

In company with Task For~e 11, screening SARATOGA, 
Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

Changed clooks to ZONE Minus twelve time. 

Posit. Lat. 22-31 S., Long. 178-08 'N. 

Rendezvoused with Task Force 18. 

VINCENNES lett disposition to join Task Force 18 

Posit. Lat. 22-05 S., Long. 178-26 ,I. Course 
and speed made good: 350 true, 9.2 knots. 

HULL left disposition, proceeding SUVA on detached 
duty. 

Posit. Lat. 22-09 S., Lone. 178-37.1. 
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25 JULY 1942 

In company with Task Force 11, screening SA.tATOGA, 
Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

2000 0800 Posit. Lat. 24-41 S., Long. 176-57.3 'II. 

0000 1200 Posit. Lat. 24-06 S., Long. 178-05.7.1. Course 
and speed made good: 172 true, 5.1 knots. 

0800 2000 Posit. Lat. 24-22.5 S., Long. 179-33 ~. 

26 JULY 1942 

2000 0800 

0000 1200 

011,) 1343 

0225 1425 

0310 1510 

0350 1550 

0400 1600 

0800 2000 

27 JULY 1942 

In company with Task Force 11, screening S.'I..::lATOG •• , 
Cruising ~isposition 1 Victor. 

Posit. Lat. 22-57.5 0., Long. 178-57.5 E. 

?osit. Lat. 23TOO 8., Long. 179-18 Z. Course 
and speed made cood: 295 true, 6.5 knots. 

,-.sTORh plane crashed and PHEL?S stood by while 
ziSTOil!A ree overed personne 1. 

Transport Division 12 joined disposition astern 
of tanker. 

:d.endezvollsed -Nith Anzac Sqlladron end ~:ask Force 16. 

Transport Division 12 left disposition to join 
Task .Force 16. 

S.~T lJU~ CITY joined Task Force 11 

Posit. Let. 22-09 S., Long. 179-29.3 E. 

In company wi th Task Force 11, screening SARATOGA, 
Crllising Disposition 1 Victor. 

2000 0800 ~osit. Lat. 20-08.7 3., Long. 179-50.2 E. 

2130 0930 SAL'I' ~ CITY and ...s'l'ORIA left oi sposi ti on on 
detache d duty. 

2205 1005 EULL rejoined disposition. 
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27 JULY 1942 (Cont'dj 

2237 1037 DEViEY left disposition for temporary duty with 
Task Force 62. 

2340 1140 CIMARRON left disposition. 

0000 1200 Posit. Lat. 20-10 S., Long. 179-56 W. Course 
and speed made good: 014 true, 7.3 knots. 

0300 1500 AARON WA..W reported for temporary duty. 

0433 1633 HULL left disposition, proceeding Suva with 
orders to joim Task Force 62 for temporary 
duty on return. 

0800 2000 Posit. Lat. 20-18.1 S., ~ong. 179-44.8 E. 

28 JULY 1942 

In company with Task Force II, screening SARATOGA, 
Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

1930 0730 CIhUffiRON and BENHAM joined disposition. 

2000 0800 Commenced fueling operations. Posit. Lat. 19-19 S., 
Long. 179-22.2 E. 

0000 1200 Posit. Lat. 19-46.7 S., Long. 179-38.1 E. Course 
and speed made good: 313 true, 1.4 knots. 

0800 2000 Posit. Lat. 20-25.4 S., Long. 179-50.1 E. 

29 JULY 1942 

1300 0100 

1830 0630 

2009 0800 

2034 0834 

0000 1200 

In company with Task Force II, screening SARATOGA, 
Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

Completed fuel inc 09" rations. 

CIMARRON left disposition for duty with Task 
Force 16. 

Posit. Lat. 18-46.7 S., Long. 179-02.5 E. 

BENllilM left disposition. 

Posit. Lat. 19-16 3., Long. 178-48.8 E. Course 
and speed made good: 304 true, 2.3 knots. 
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0150 1350 AARON WARD left disposition 

0450 16 50 PLATTE escored by WORDEN rejoined disposition. 

0500 1700 WORDEN left disposition for detached duty as 
escort to CIMARRON 

0800 2000 Posit. Lat. 19-49.2 S., Long. 179-00 E. 

30 JULY 1942 

In company with Task Force 11, screening SARATOGA, 
Cruising Disposition 1 Victor. 

1934 0734 TBF plane from SARATOGA erashed durin£ launching 
operations. Personnel rescued by PHELPS: 
EnsiiD R. S. ETarts, A-V(G), USNR, Ed£ar L. 
Hawkins, Sea2c, USN, Ziimund W. Kowalewski, 
ARM3o, USNR. 

1945 0745 PLATTE left disposition. 

2000 0800 Posit. Lat. 17-44 S., Loni. 179-41.2 E. 

2025 0825 GWIN joined this Task Force for temporary duty 

Task Forces conduoted rehearsal of prospeotive 
offensive operations. 

0000 1200 Posit. Lat. 17-39 S., Long. 179-41.5 E. Course 
and speed made good: 063 true, 4.5 knots. 

0800 2000 Posit. Lat. 18-49.5 S., Loni. 179-54 E. 

31 JULY 1942 

In company with Task: Forae 11, soreening SARATOGA, 
Cruisini Disposition #1 (modified) 

2000 0800 Posit. Lat. 21-21 S., Long. 179-24 E. 

0000 1200 Posit. Lat. 19-54.5 S., Long. 179-56.5 Eo Course 
and speed made good: 174 true, 6 kmots. 

0800 2000 Pos1t. Lat. 20-~~~.2 E. 

Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Navy 
COlI1IIlanding Officer, U.S.S. PHELPS ~ 




