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CONFIDENTIAL 

REPORI' FOR U.S.S. PHELPS 

TASK ORGaI~I~TION: 

11 Vice ~dmiral Fletcher(Task Force Commander)-SARATOGA. 
11.2 Rear Admiral Wright - lJINNEliPOLIS, NEil" ORLElillS,ATLANTA. 
11.4 Captain S.B. Brewer - Desron ONE less MONAGHAN, AYL',VIN, 

DALE, HULL, plus GRAYSON and 
1iONSSEN • 

Changes: On 1 Se~tember LAFF~~ and NAVAJO joined. 

On 2 September HONSSEN and GRaYSON detached. 

On 6 September WILSON and CUlvil.ln"GS joined this Task 
Force. LAFFEY and NAVAJO detached. 

On 10 Septem.ber lYIINNEilPOLIS, 11ACDONOUGE, l!ARRAGUT, 
IJONSSliN and GRAYSON detached and orGanized as Task 
Force 64. 

On 12 Se:;:;tember ATLiU~.rA detached. 

On September 22 DEiv"];Y ,.iORDEl;;, HhlLFS d3tached Task 
Force 11, reported ComTaskForce ONE for duty. 
COillillander Destroyer Sqliadron ONE in ?'"rlELFS. 

On Se~teillber 24 PHELPS (Comdesron ONE), Dl,;}IEY, 'NORD]N 
further reroorted to CoIili3atDiv T.,C, reorg6J:!ized as 
follows: 

TASK ORGilljL;ATION: 

1.1.<! Rear Ad.Jliral T.;:;. ;iilkinson - IDAhO (Combatdiv 2). 
Task Unit Commander - FEHNS1.'LVillUA, ?H:ELB3(Comdesron 1 
Captain S.B. Brewer), DEhEY, ,iORDEU. 

1 SE.fTJ;;i.l.B£R, 1942 

GCT LCT 

2000 0800 

0000 1200 

0305 1505 

In cO.l!lfany -:lith Task .lorce 11, screenins SARATOGA, 
Cruising Disposition #1-

Posit - Lat. 12-49.8 ,~ 

i;). , Lone_ 167-19.2 E. 

:Fosit - Lat. 13-12 s. , Long • 167-53 " Course and ~. 

sf-eed mGde b° ad - 125 rl1ru.e, 13.2 kr::ots. 

i'.LQl·J3S&~, who 11ad. beer: ordered to re::lain in area on 
31 "'>.\,;.cust twd l,eef Jaranese sub:u2-,r:in8 dO'Nn, rejoined 
for.l!lation. 

.J .f 



CONFIDENTIAL 

1 SEPl'EMBER I 1942 ( Cont 'd) 

GCT LCT 

0339 

0645 

0800 

2000 

2330 

0000 

0003 

0555 

1300 

1930 

2330 

2334 

0005 

0305 

0730 

1539 

1845 

2000 

0800 

1130 

1200 

1203 

1755 

0100 

0800 

1200 

1204 

1235 

1535 

2000 

Received following message from IJONSSill~: 
"MilDE :b'OUR h.TTACKS ON GOOD COHT"CTS BE'l';iEEN 0947 
; .. HD 1020 .,;: SUB 13ill..lJ!;VED SUNK ON }!'OlJRTH ATTACK A 
ABOUT ONE i,:J:llU'E;<; _,,-FTi;R CHA2GiS &£PLOSION3 3UBSIDED 
OB3ERVED TiW DISTINCT L..i..'iGE .<i.IR EUBBLES JEICH 
PERSIS'l'ill :b'OR iJ...l;;OST .'; j"INUTE AT l-'LOTTSD ?OSITION 
OF SUB X NO OIL OR DEBRIS .A SE"':HCh.c.1) .!.RE •• RADIUS 
EIGH':r h,ILJ4d UNTIL 1930 LOC .. u, .:;: 1;0 COl~'l';"C'rs AJi'TER 
,ATTACK .fI .. T 1120 :': 26 CFJ..r ..... ~Gl1S ON 30.ARD". 

Lh.FFl!:Y and NAVAJO joined for[llation. 

Fosit - Lat. 14-18 S., LonG. 168-27.3 E. 

In company 'lith Task £orce 11, screenins SARi-TOGA, 
Cruising Disj;:sition ;;1~ 

I-osit - Lat. 16-04 S., Lone. 169-17 .;;. 

GUADJ.LUI-E escorted by D_J..E Joined form<ction. 

rosit - LQt. 10-34.5 3., Long. 169-42~. Course 
and speed !Lade is ood - 141 True, 11. 6 knots. 

COlllJaenced fueling Task Force 11. 

f.;ONSSEl, and '::m .. WSOl; left r'orIl13tion on detached duty. 

In company 'vith Task l!'OrCB 11, screeninG SARATOGA, 
Cruising Dis;,ositioLltl. 

Changed clocks to (minus 12~) L~T. 

Iosit - Let. 18-25 s., LoW~. 172-06 "'. 

r08it Lat. 18-44.2 3., LOllS. 172-43.4.:.. Course 
and s~eed made ~ood - 127 True, 10.8 knots. 

Task Force 11 cOll::letej fuelin,,' o~Jer"-tions. 

.iO~,(DEn obtairced sU"ersonic contuct :r.Ci dror~i·ed 
de~:"tth clH.;.rges. C0ntc~ct dpp!-lrently non-sub.Cl~lrine. 

.iosit - LLt. 19-27.3 S., Lon,;. 173-42 .c:. 
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4 September 1942 

GC'l' LC'l' 

1930 oBOO 

2330 1200 

0730 2000 

In company with Task Force 11, screening SARATOGA 
Cruising Disposition #1. 
Posit. Lat. 20-31 S., Long. 175-52.5 E. 

Posit. Lat. 20-35.5 S., Long. 176-39 E. Course 
and speed made good: 117 true, 12.8 knots. 

Posit. Lat. 21-10 S., Long. 17B-32 E. 

5 SEPTEl.illER 1942 

1930 

2330 

OBOO 

1200 

0730 2000 

In company with Task Force 11, screening SAtlA'l.'OGA 
Cruising Disposition #1. 

Posit. Lat. 21-25.5 S., Long. 179-0B W. 

Posit. Lat. 21-25.6 S., Long. 17B-09.2 N. Course 
and speed made Good: 100 true, 13.7 knots. 

l)osi t • Lat. 21- 39 S., Lone:. 1'/6-50.1. 

6 3eptember 1942 

1230 

IB04 

1940 

0027 

2341 

01GO 

1704 

OB40 

1246 

1400 

In company vlith 'l'ask ~corce 11, screeninG; S.iL.'il-d'0G", 
Crui.sinG Disposition if 1. 

Set clocks to (minus 13) LZT 

Sighted 'l'ongatabu, bearing 315 true. ~repared to 
enter harbor. 

S1'!t clocks to (minus 12 hours 19 minutes) LZ'l.' 

Task Force moored Nukualofa, Tongatabu. Fueling 
and replcnishirrc. ',:IL"m; and CUl,.1.IHGS joined 
Task Force. IAi":6BY and NAV"JO detached. 

1l0NS",EN and GrlAY:';OiJ entered harbor and moored. 

7 - 9 September 1942 

h,oored Tongo.tabu. 



10 SEPl'jjl;;BER, 1942 

GeT LCT ;~oored TonGatabu. 

1841 0700 l.:INlIEAFOLIS, L.C;)ONOUGE, F,UtRA.GUl', ;,;Oli-ss.c:n, GMYdON 
got underway and stood out to sea. This force 
detached froJn Task Force 11 and organized as Task 
Eorce 64 under COi'li,iand of Rear Admiral Wright. 

11 SEFT.ii.l'JBii:R, 1942 

l,lOored Toncatabu. 

12 SEPTElomER, 1942 

1841 0700 Undsrway in COl!l;any 'iith 'J'usk ]'orce 11 for learl 

1941 0800 

2341 12CO 

0'/41 2000 

Harbor, screeninc: S,illid'OG •• and SOUTII DAKOTA. 
';'TL.lll'A refl:uined in harbor awaitinc orders. 

:t 0 sit - Lat. 20-51.6 S. , Lons. 175-11 Ii. 

?ORit - Lat. 21-03 s. , LonGe 175-43.8 -,r • 80urse 
sreed J'~ade [':000. - 280 True, 14.7 knots. 

l?osi t - Lat. n-24.3 3. , Lone. 17l,-18.4 .'j • 

12 SEl-T~,;3::;R, 1942 

11L,l 

1830 

0000 

In company \Ni th ~1sk .t\-'orce 11 J screening S.Iill"{lOGii. 
E'J1d SOUrH D1J~O~.n., in. Cru.isine: Disposition ,-/1. 

Set clocks to (rIus 10~) 

0800 Iosit - Lat. 19-33.5 S., Long. 172-26 E. 

2230 1200 rosit - Lat. 18-53.3 S., LOllE. 171-45 ,I. Course 
and speed made sood - 061 True, 15.7 knots. 

0630 2000 Posit - Lat. 17-57.8 :0., Lone. 170-111"~' .1. 

and 

13 SE:F~a.ffiill, 1942 I k -, 11 ..... "r'" TOG' :!:..<_~=':"=:'==J._-=-.L= n cOnl,l-'any ',,'ith 'ras.- ~orce .). screen~ng i.iUffi
1
'·" Ii 

and C;()u~E D..:-J~orrA in Cruisint.; iJiSf,Qsition iT • 

Set clocks to (,t.,lus 10) Li.T. 1130 0100 

1800 e800 ",nit - Lot. 16-02.3 S., Lon!::. 108-08.5 •• 

2200 1200 losit - Lut. 15-26.2 S., Lon;. 167-27 J. Course 
an8. si::eed d,--:oe .:ood - 049 TrJ.e, 15.1 }~nots. 
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14 September 1942 

1800 

2200 

0600 

0800 

1200 

2000 

In company with Task Force 11, screening S.iuiATOGA 
and SOUTH DAKOTA, in Cruising Disposition d1. ' 
Posit. Lat. 12-11 S., Long. 164-43 Vi. 

Posit. Lat. 11-23 S., Long. 164-27.2 If. Course 
and speed made good: 036 true, 15.0 knots. 

Posit. Lat. 10-11.9 S., Long. 164-42.8 'il. 

15 September 1942 

1100 

1730 

2130 

0530 

0100 

0800 

1200 

2000 

In company with Task Force 11, screening SA..'tATOGA 
and SOUTH DAKOTA, in Cruising Disposition ill. 

Set clocks to (plus 9!) LZT 

Posit. Lat. 08-02 S., Long. 162-37 ii. 

Posi t. Lat. 07-13 S., Long. 162-11 'vi. Course 
and speed made good: 028 true, 13.4 knots. 

Posit. Lat. 05-58.2 5., Long. 161-16.4 w. 
16 September 1942 

1730 

2130 

0530 

0800 

1200 

2000 

In company with Task Force 11, screening Sfuqj,TOGA 
and SOUTH DAKOTA, in Cruising Disposition #1. 

Posit. Lat. 03-20 S., Long. 160-30 W. 

Posit. Lat. 02-33.5 S., Long. 160-11 iI. Course 
and speed made good: 023 true, 14.6 knots. 

Posit. Lat. 01-07 S., Long. 159-43 W. 

17 September 1942 

1730 0800 

In company with Task Force 11, screening SARATOGa 
and SOUTH DAKOTA, in Cruising Disposition #1. 

Posit. Lat. 01-33.8 N., Lone. 159-17.5 W. 

2130 1200 Posit. Lat. 02-22 N., Long. 158-57.'1., Course 
and speed made good: 014 true, 15.0 knots. 

18 September 1942 

1730 0800 

In com';'l,ny with Task Force 11, screening S",,"~'l'OGA 
and SUVfli D_"!~OTA, in Cruising ",Disposition #1 

Posit. Lat. 06-44.3 N., Long. 158-28.2.i. 



-
CONFlDENTI;..L 

18 SEl-T~\illER, 1942 (Cont'd) 

2130 1200 rosit - Lat. 07-J9.9 N., Lone. 158-2,-,.8,1. Course 
and speed made eood - 005 True, 15.5 knots. 

0530 2000 Fosit - Lat. 09-al.2 N., Long. 158-10.8 ,I. 

19 SRFT"l: .. BER, 1942 

1730 

2130 

05JO 

In c omp=y '"ith 'I' ask ,Tor ce 11, SCI' eening S.ARATOGA 
and SOUTH DAKOTA, in Cruising Disposition #l. 

0800 i"osit - Lat. 12-1J.5 N., Long. 158-10.5 ·N. 

1200 i"osit - Lat. IJ-OJ ~;., Long. 158-09 .1. Course 
and s;;eed 1wde good - OOJ True, 14.6 kEotS. 

2000 Posit - Lat. 14-42.21;., LoLli:':- 158-05.5 .i. 

20 S..£l'l'S[.Q3 £R , 1942 

17JO 

2130 

In comf,any ';Ii th Task i!'orce 11, SCI' eening S.illA'rOOA 
and SOUTE DAKOTA, in Cruising Disposition #1. 

0800 .Posit - Lat. 17-16 I;., Lone. 158-01 ,j. 

1200 iosit - Lat. 17-50.81;., Long. 157-44 .f. JOUl'se 
and sI'eed made good - 005 True, 14.0 knots. 

17JO 0800 1:'reparing to enter Pearl Harbor. 

2000 1030 ~ntered }:earl liarbor with 'l'ask .r'orce 11. 

2200 12JO h:oored learl l:arbor replenishing and voya[;e repairs. 

koor ed lear 1 Earbor. :i'HELl'S, .• 000Dcl:, :lS;iiY detached 
Task J!'orce 11, and .reported duty Com'i.''lskFor OKE in 
accor dc.nc e wi th CINCP,i.C occret despatch 211251. 

2 J 3bl- 'rll..Bi£R ! 1942 

~oored Fearl Harbor. 
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24 September 1242 

Moored Pearl Harbor. PHhLl'S, DE'NEY, '.IORDEN, 
(Comdesron OliE in PHELPS) reported to Commander 
Battleship Division 2, and organized as Task 
Unit 1.1.2 for duty in accordance CINCPAC secret 
despatch 232246 

Task Organization 
Task Unit 1.1.2 Rear Admiral T.S. Wilkinson -

IDAHO (Combatdiv 2). Task 
Unit Commander - PENNSYLVANIA, 
PHELPS (Comdesron 1 - Captain S.B. 
Brewer), DEWEY, \iORDEN. 

25 September 1942 

Moored Pearl Harbor 

26 September 1942 

Moored Pearl Harbor 

27 September 1942 

Moored Pearl Harbor 

28 September 1942 

1900 

2130 

0530 

0930 

1200 

2000 

Underway from Pearl Harbor in company with Task 
Unit 1.1.2 in accordance with Commander Battleship 
Division 2 secret operation order 7-42 of September 
25, 1942 

Posit. Lat. 21-10.2 N., Long. 157-37.8 Vi 

Posit. Lat. 25-19 N., Long. 150-24 H. 

29 5eptemher 1942 

In company wi th Task Unit 1.1.2, screening battle­
ships. 

1100 C200 Set clocks to (plus 9) LZT 

1700 0800 Posit. Lat. 23-39 N., LonQ;. 153-11 W. 

2100 1200 Posit. Lat. 24-12 N., Long. 152-19 Vi. Course 
and speed made good: 058 true, 16.2 knots. 

0500 2000 rosit. Lat. 25-17 N., Long. 150-24 ',i. 



C aJFIDblITI,L 

30 SElTEMBj;R! 1942 

GCT 

1030 

1630 

2030 

0259 

0430 

LCT 

0200 

0800 

1200 

1$29 

2000 

In company with Task Unit 1.1. 2, screening battle­
ships. 

Set clocks to (plus 8~) LZT. 

:Cosit - Lat. 26-29.4 N., Long. 147-28 "d. 

Posit - Lat. 26-57 N., Long. 146-27 .i. Course 
and speed made good - 062 True, 16.1 knots. 

Seaplane from .PENNSYLVioNLi. crashed during recovery 
operations. Personnel recovered by ",lORDEN. Plane 
sunk by gunfire. 

Posit - Lat. 27-331'1., Long. 144-34 W. 

L:'/ 
j" 




