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U.5.5, HEELPS

from: Comnanding O0ffic er. To: The Chief of Laval Operations.

Origiral to Chief of Laval Operations (Office of Naval Lecords
and Library).
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CONFIDENTIAL

REPORT IOR U.S.S5. FHELPS

TaSK ORGANIZATION:

11 Vice 4dmiral Fletcher(Task Force Commander })-SARATOGA.

11.2 Rear Admirsl Wright - MINNEAPOLIS, NE4 ORLEANS,ATLANTA.

11.4 Captain S.B. Brewer - Desron ONE less MONAGHAN, AYLWIN,
DALE, HULL, plus GRAYSON and
LIONSSEN ,

2

hanges: On 1 September LAFFEY and NAVAJO joined.

<

On 2 September LIONSSEN and GRaYSON detached.

On 6 September WILSON end CUMIMINGS jolned this Task
Force., LAFFEY and NAVAJO detached.

On 10 September HMINNZAPQLIS, utiACDANOUGH, FaRRAGUT,
LIONSS:EN and GRAYSON detached and organized as Task
Force 64.

On 12 Segtember ATLANTA detached.

On September 22 DEWZY, .JORDEN, PHeLFS dstached Task
Force 11, reported ComTaskForce ONE for duty.
Comnander Destroyer Squadron OKE in FHELFS.

On September 24 PHELPS (Comdesron ONE), DEWEY, WORDEN
further reported to ComBatDiv Twl, reorgauized as
follows:

T4SK ORGANILATION:

1.1.2 Rear Adniral T.sS. silkinson - IDALO (Combatdiv 2).
Task Unit Commender - FENNSYLVANIA, FPHELFS(Comdesron 1
Captain S.B. B rewer), DEWEY, WORDEN.

1 SBETEMBER, 1942

GCT LCT In company with Task Force 11, screening SARATOGA,
Cruising Disposition #l.

2000 0800 rosit - Let. 12-49.8 S., Long. 167-19.2 E,

0C00 1200 rosit - Lat. 12-12 S., Lomg. 167~53 E. Course and
speed wade good - 125 True, 13.2 krots.

0305 1505 WLON3SEN, who liad beern ordered t0 resalin in area on

31 aucust snd keepr Jayanese submerine down, rejoined
Tormation.
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1l SEPTEMBER, 1942(Cont'4d)

GCT  LCT

0339 1539 Received following message from MONSSZN :
"MADE FOUR ATTACKS ON GOOD CONTACTS BETWEEN 0947
«ND 1020 £ SUB BELIEVED 3UNK ON FOURTE ATTACK X
ABOUT ONE& MINUTE AFTZR CHArGES BAPLOSIUNS SUBSIDED
OBSERVED TWO DISTINCT LARGE IR BUBBLES WizICH
PERSISTED FOR ALWOST & LINUTE AT PLOTTED FOSITION
CF SUB X NO OIL OR DEBRIS A SEARCHZD LREs RaDIUS
EIGHT MILus UNTIL 1930 LOCaL £ KO CONTACTS AFTER
ATTACK AT 1120 { 26 CH~ARGES ON BQARDM.

0645 1845 LAFFEY and NaAVAJO joined formsation.

0800 2000 Fosit - Lat. 14-18 S., Lonz. 168-27.3 K.

2 S#APTIMBER, 1942
In company with Task Jorce 11, screening SaRaTOGA,
Cruising Disp-sition #1.

2000 0800 Fosit - Lat. 16-04 3., Lonsz., 169-17 s,

330 1130 GUADALUFE escorted by D.LLE joined force=tion,

ole]ele; 1200 rosit -~ Lut, lo-34.5 3., Long. 169-42 . Course
and speed made gzood - 14l True, 11.6 knots.

0003 1203 Commenced fueling Task Force 11,

0555 1755 MONSSERN and GRaAYSOI left rormz=tion on detached duty.

3 SEPTEMBER, 1942

In company with Task Force 11, screeninz SARATOGA,
Cruising Disgosition #1.

1300 0100 Chenged clocks to (minus 124) LaT.
1930 080C fosit - Let. 18-25 5., Long. 172-06 =,
2330 1200 rosit - Lat. 18-44.2 5., Long. 172-43.4 5. Course
and sypeed made 7ood - 17 True, 10.8 knots.
2334 1204 Task Force 11 conzleted fueling operations.
0005 1235 GUeDLLULE and D.L 2 detached,
0305 1535 A0XDEN obtained supersonic contact ~nd drop:ed
de:th chorges. Contact apparently non-submarine.
0730 2000  rosit - Lat, 19-27.3 5., Lons. 173-42 2. 7>



CONFIDENTIAL U.S.S. PHELPS
L September 1942 '

GCT LcT

1930 0800 In company with Task Force 11, secreening SARATOGA
Cruising Disposition 1.
Posit, Lat, 20-31 S., Long. 175-52.5 E.

2330 1200 Posit. Lat, 20-35.5 S., Long. 176-39 E, Course
and speed made good: 117 true, 12,8 knots,

0730 2000 rosit. Lat., 21-10 3., Long. 178-32 E,

5> _SEPTELBER 1942

In company with Task TForce 11, screening SARATOGA
Cruising Disposition #1. :

1930 0800 Posit, Lat, 21-25,5 3., Long. 179-08 W,

2330 1200  Posit, Lat. 21-25.6 S,, Long. 178-09.2 . Course
and speed made good: 100 true, 13.7 knots.

0730 2000 Posit. Lat, 21-39 S., Long. 176-50 .
6 September 1942

In compeny with Wask JForce 11, sereening SAAATUG:,
Cruising Disposition ;A.

1230 0lco Set clocks to {wminus 13} LaT

1804 1704k  sighted Tongatabu, bearing 315 true. Yrepared to
ehter harbor,

19LC  0BLO  5B% clocks to (minus 12 hours 19 minutes) LZT
0027 1246 Task Force moored Nukualofa, Tongatebu. Fueling
and replenishing., WILoON and CUwhINGS joined

Task Force., LariEY and NAVAJO detached.

2341 1400 MONOoEN and GaAYLU0H entered harber sand moored,

Y = 9 September 1942

lioored Tongatabu,
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10 SEPTH/BFR, 19L2

GC LCT woored Tongatabu.

1841 0700 LINNEAYOLIS, L..CDONQUGH, FARRAGUL, LiOKSSaN, GRAYION
got underway and stood out to sea, This force
detached from Task Force 11 and organized as Task
Force 64 under command of Rear Admiral wWright.

1l SEFTaNMBIR, 1942

Lioored Tongatabu.

12 SEPTELBER, 1942

1841 0700 Underway in comjany with Task Force 11 for Fearl
Harbor, screening; 5.RaT0Ga and SOUTE DAKOTA.
AaTLAWTA reiained in harbor awaitins orders.,

1941 0800 Zrosit - Lat. 20-51.6 5., Long. 175-11 .

2341 1200 Prosit - Lat, 21-03 S., Lonz., 175-43.8 W. Course and
sreed made zood - 280 True, 14.7 knots.

o741 2000 Fosit - Lat, 21-24.3 3., Long, 174-18.4 ..

12 SErTHL3ER, 1942

In company with Task Force 11, screening SiR«T0GA
end SOUTH DARCTA, in Cruising Disposition 1.

1141 0000 3Set clocks to (pius 10%) LaT.

2230 1200 Fosit - Lat. 18-%53.3 5., Long. 171-45 . <Course
and speed made zood - 061 True, 15.7 knots.

0670 2000 Fosit - Lat. 17-57.8 5., Lonz. 170-1h.4 .
1) SEPVABIR, 1942 In compuny with Task sforce 11, screening 3ARATOGA

and SOUTH DaiCTi in Cruising Disgosition A1.
113C 0100 Set clocks to {plus 10) LaT.

1800 C800 iozlt - Lat. 16-02.3 8., Long. 1lo3-08.5 1.

2200 1200 ro

rosit - Lat. 15-26.2 5., Lonz. 1¢7-27 4. <Course
apd 8 d

i wede o0d - 049 True, 15.1 knots.
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1, September 19.L2

In company with Task Force 11, screening SaraTOGA,
and SOUTH DAKOTA, im Cruising Dispositioen #l.

1800 0800 Posit. Lat. 12-11 S., Long. 164-43 W.

2200 1200  Posit., Lat, 11-23 s., Long,., 164-27.,2 W. Gourse
and speed made good: 036 true, 15,0 Knots.

0600 2000 Fosit, Lat. 10-11,9 S., Long. 164~42.8 .
15 September 1942

In company with Task Force 11, screening SARATOGA
and SOUTH DAKOTA, im Cruising Disposition ;4.

1100 0100 Set clocks to (plus 9%) LZT
1730 0800 FPosit, Lat. 08-02 3., Long. 162-37 .

and speed made good: 028 true, 13.4 knote.

0530 2000 Posit. Lat., 05-58.2 S,, Long. 161-16.4 W,

16 September 19L2

In company with Tesk Force 11, screening SaRaTOGa
aend SOUTH DAKOTA, in Cruising Disposition #1.

1730 0800 Posit., Lat, 03-20 S,, Long. 160-30 W.

2130 1200 Posit. Lat. 02-33.5 S., Long. 160-11 W, Course
and speed made good: 023 true, 14.6 knots.

0530 2000 Posit. Lat. 01-07 S., Long., 159-43 W.

17 September 19L2

In company with Task Force 11, screening S%RATOGA
and SOUTE DAKOTA, in Crulsing Disposition #1.

1730 0800  Posit. Let. 01-33,8 N., Loag. 159-17.5 W.

2130 1200 FPosit, Lat. 02-22 N,, Long. 158-57 W., Course
and speed made good: Ol4 true, 15,0 knots,.

18 September 1942

In compeny with Tesk Force 11, screening Sautn T 0Ga
and SOUTL DanOTa, in Cruising ,Disposition #1

1730 0800 Pogit, Lat., 06-44.3 N,, Long, 158-28.2 .

v
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18 SEFTEMBER,

it —

1942 {Cont'd)

aCT LCT

—

2130 1200

0530 2000

19 SEFTH.BER,

+o0sit - Lat. 07-39.9 N., Long. 158-20.8 ..

Course

and speed made good - 005 True, 15.5 knots.

rosit - Lat., 09-31.2 N., Long. 158-10.8 ..
1942

1730 0800
2130 1200

0530 2000

20 SEFTEMBAR,

ln compeny with Task Force 11, screening SARATOGA

and SOUTH DAKOTA, in Cruising Disposition
rosit - Lat. 12-13.5 NW., Loag. 158-1C,5 .

#1.

Fosit - Lat. 13-03 Y., Long. 158-09 .i. Course
end speed made good - 003 True, 1l4.6 knots.

1942

1730 0800
2130 1200

21 SEMTSLBER,

In company with Task Force 11, screening 3iRATOGA

end SOUTE DAKOTA, in Crulsing Disposition
#osit - Lat. 17-16 .., Long., 158-01 ...

rosit - Lat. 17-50.8 L., Long. 157-L4L4 ..

AL
rle

vourse

and speed made good - 005 True, 14.0 xZnots,

1942

1730 0800
2000 1030
2200 1230

[ B Rl S e R
.’24 o-.i.:;z.mf):]:{,

treparing to enter Fearl Harbor.

intered Fearl Harbor with Task force 11,

iioored lYearl Harbor replenishing and voyage repairs.

1942

23 3EITI.LBER,

lioored rearl Hharbor. IHELIS, wO0xDzli, DE4EY detached

Task Foree 11, and rerorted duty ComTaskFor CNE in

accordance with CINCPAC Seceret despatch 211251.

1042

Licored Yearl Harbor.
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24 September 1942

lMoored Pearl Harbor, PHELPS, DEWEY, WORDEN,
(Comdesron OWE in PHELPS) reported to Commander
Battleship Division 2, and organized as Task
Unit 1l.1.2 for duty in accordance CINCPAC secret
despateh 232246

Task Organization

Task Unit 1,1.2 Rear Admiral T.S. Wilkinson -
IDAHO (Combatdiv 2). Teask
Unit Commender - PENNSYLVANIA,
PHELPS (Comdesron 1 - Captain S.B.
Brewer), DEWEY, WORDEN,

")

25 September 1942

Moored Pearl Harbor

26 September 1942

Moored rPearl Harbor

27 3eptember 19L2

iloored Pearl Harbvor

28 September 1942

1900 0930 Underway from Pearl Harbor in company with Task
Unit 1.1.2 in accordance with Commander Battleship
Division 2 secret operastion order 7-42 of September

25, 1942
2130 1200 Posit. Lat., 21-10.2 N., Long, 157-37.8 W
0530 2000 Posit, Lat. 25-19 N., Long. 150-24 V.
29 September 1942

In company with Task Unit 1,1.2, screening battle-
ships,

1100 C200 Set cloeks to (plus 9} LzZT
1700 0800 Posit, Lat. 23-39 N,, Long. 153-11 .

2100 1200 Posit. Lat. 24-12 N., Long, 152-19 %. Course
and speed made good: 058 true, 16.2 knots.

0500 2000 Fosit., Lat, 25-17 N., Long. 150-2L W.

Y
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30 SEFTEMBER, 1942

GCT LCT
1030 0200
1630 0800
2030 1200
0259 1829
0430 2000

1o company with Task Unit 1,1.2, screening battle-
ships.

Set clocks to (plus 8s) LZT.
Fosit - Lat. 26-29.4 N., Long. 147-28 W.

Posit - Lat. 26-57 N., Long. 146-27 W. Course
and speed made good - 062 True, 16.1 knots.

Seaplane from PENNSYLVaNIA crashed during recovery
operations. rersonnel recovered by WORDEN. Plane
sunk by gunfire.

Posit - Lat. 27-33 N., Long. 144-34 W.

Lieut—Comégif/ .ﬁg?éé:vy,

Commanding.





