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WAR DIARY 

U.S.S. PHELPS 

The Commanding Officer. To: The Commander in Chief, U. S. FJe et. / 

Copy: The COIrl".ander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 
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1 December 1943 

0534 

2000 0800 

21.00 1200 

0800 2000 

2 December 1943 

GCT 

2000 0800 

231+0 1140 

21.;.00 1200 

0030 1230 

0300 1500 

01+30 1730 

07CO 2':IO() 

PhELPS enroute to PE:i.RL F..A.~B02 with T.F. 52 (Rear­
Admiral ]icllinond K. TUR}illR in U.S.S. PID~~SYLVA}TIA). 
T.F. 52 consisting of CORAL SEA, CORREGIDOR, NASSAU, 
B"L"{ImS, IDlillO. PEmTSYL Vc~1'Jl:A, HE',ii ht:EXI CO. PHELPS. 
;ai.CDmOUGH. IvlURRY, GRIDLTI, 1,WRRIS, l\IUS'ITN. Course 
and axis 053°, speed 16.5 knots. 

Crossed 180th !,:er inian f£om Eas t Longitude to ':'lest 
Longitude in Latitude 04 54.7'N. 

Posit. Lat. 05 0 19.2'N., Long. 179 0 27'~. 

!leather: Overcast with intermi~tent rain, barometer 
29.82:, te:r:perature 83 , wind 4-6 knots 
from E, heavy swells. 

Posi~,. Lat. 05° 59'N., Long. 178° 33'N. 

Posi t. Lat. 07 0 20'H., Long. 1760 47' J. 

PHELPS, with T.F. 52 e;uoute to PEARL :,',PBOR, ~ourse 

and axis 05)°, speed 16.5 knots. 

Posit. Lat. 09° 26.5'L, LOEg. 1740 1)'.1. 

Nea ther: Sli£ht overcast, barometer 29.88, 
temperature 82°, wind 11-16 knots from 
ENE, heavy swells. 

u 
Chanc:ec1 cour se and. 8:dS to 051. • 

Posit. I,at. 100 09'lJ., Long. 1730 02.5",{. 

1,~ACDO:<{)~Jo.~~_ left screen to act as tar2:et for radar 

Set clecks ahead ODe hour to Eone plus 11 time. 

F'osit. IJ~=:J.t. 100 51'~ ., Lace_ 172
0 

Olt-I,j. 
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3 December 1943 

GC'l' 

1834 

1900 

2300 

2359 

0330 

0700 

L'."IT 

0734 

0800 

1200 

1259 

1630 

2000 

4 December 

GOT L',n 

1845 0745 

1900 0800 

2300 1200 

2330 1230 

001.5 1345 

01C:) 

17)0 

0700 2000 

1943 

PHEbPS wi th 'l'.F. 52 euoute to PE.:',RL ;:;"R'lOR, course 
054 , speed 16.5 knots. 

Changed fleet course to 055° and speed to 17 !c!"lOtS. 

Posit. Lat. 13° 02'1\., Long. 169° 32.5"::. 

','fea ther: Sligh t overcas~, baroine ter' 29.96, 
temperature 81 , wind 11-16 !cnots froin 
ENE, heavy s':.el1s. 

Posit. Lat. 13° 36'K., Long. 168° 38'~. 

PHELPS left screen to carry out scheduled 3K, BL, 
and TBS tests. 

PEELPS rejoir.ed screen. 

Posit. Lat. 14° 53'N., Long. 166° 55'H. 

PEELPS with T.F. 52 enroute to PEARL L.':"'l=i30'l, course 
055°, speed 17 knots. 

)"ORRIS dropped out of screen becnuse of an engirleer­
in'C casualty. 

Posit. Lat. 16° 53'N., Long. 1640 07.7',[. 

iie'Jther: Slight overcast, barometer 30.02, 
te:/lperat,ue 82°, wind 11-16 knots from 
ENE, heavy swells. 

Posit. Lat. 17° 25'K., Long. 16)0 25'J. 

Destroyers formed in tVIO colu£-.rls for :lnti-aircraft 
~irj'1 exercises. 

:.:ORRI3 re j oinei' scr een. 

Scmpleted exercises. 

r;;IDLEY left sc.-reen as t::-lr3et for r:::c.ar tr~ G'r;::in~' 
c:x8rcise. 

~SIDLEY rejoirl..ed scree!.:. 

Long. 161 0 2!~' -,'J. 



C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L ------------

GCT 

1300 

1730 

1800 

1830 

2000 

2030 

2049 

2100 

2130 

2153 

2220 

2245 

0124 

0222 

L:iT 

0200 

0730 

0800 

0830 

1030 

1100 

1119 

1130 

1200 

1223 

1250 

1315 

1554 

1652 

PEEl;PS with T.F. 52 enroute to P8;A,,'lL IL"-RBOR, course 
055 , speed 17 knots. 

Set clocks ahead one hOClr to zone plus 10 time. 

Commenced zigzag Plan #6; changed speed to 15 knots. 

Posit. Lat. 20° 36'N., Long. 158° 45"N. 

'Heather: Visibility unlbmited, barometer 30.00, 
temperature 79 , wind 11-16 knots from 
ElTE, heavy swells. 

Set clocks ahead one half hour to zone plus 9i time. 

Ceased zigzagging. 

SEDERS'I'ROE and KiGGARD joined scr een. 

OTh"'RTON joined screen. 

Changed course to 065°. 

Commenced zigzag Plan #6. 

Posit. Lat. 21° Ol'N., Long. 157° 59'W. 

Ceased zigzagging and changed course to 000°. 

Pill:LPS and MACDOnOUGH screened battleships entering 
PEA.."RL F.ARBOR. 

Screen formed sound interferencp. lanes'!'lhile the 
battleships and eVE's entered harbor. 

Passed through anti-submarine net into PEA..'lL HA.'tBOR. 

PHELPS moored port side to dock in berth H-2, PEARL 
EAR~~O? • 



C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L ------------
6 December 1943 

GCT 

1733 

1800 

Lwr 
0803 

0830 

7 December 1943 

GCT V.'!T 

0120 1350 

8 December 1943 

1750 0820 

9 December 1943 

GCT 

IS 30 0900 

1831 0901 

PHELPS moored to dock in 3erth E-l, P!!!.I..RL C":icRBOR. 

PlfELPS underway from alongside Clock proceeding to 
Berth x-6. 
PBELPS moored alongside CRAVEl" in Berth X-6, port 
side to. 

PHELPS moor ed aloncsi de CRAVEl. ill Ber th X-6, PE.-LRL 
HARBOR. 

HULL moored alongside P¥...ELPS in ",erth X-6, starboard 
side to. 

PHELPS with BiJLL moored alor:asici.e CRAVEl'; in 3erth 
X-6, PK~RL EA3BOR. -

HULL underway from alongside, I'l'oC'ccecil'(' to Berth 
K-l. 

PEELPS with iI'JLL moored EtloI:cslde aoored aloneside 
CRAVEI\ in Berth ~-6, PEARL E~~BOR. 

Captain R.E. L1133Y, U.S. X3VY, relieved as ComDesRon 
ONE and of additional duty 3S ComDes::Jiv O1Y:!: by Captai' 
Ephraim R. I .. :cLR1'~, Jr., TJ.S. I':avy-. 

Captain E.R. ;.~cLEAY, Jr., U.s. Lavy assullled cOf!lmand 
as ComDesRon OF" and ad'!l tio,"al ~ilt:! ']8 ComDesDi'! ONE 

10 December 19~ 

r,:~oored 8.S ":)efore. 

11 December 191t3 

L.lT L:oored as before. 

L.lT ~ooreci. as before. 



C-O-N-F-I-D-E-K-'l'-I-A-L 

13 December 1943 

GCT 

1633 

1730 

1909 

2130 

0037 

0308 

0343 

LHT 

0703 

0800 

0939 

1200 

1507 

1738 

1813 

Moored as before. 

Underway from Berth X-6, PEARL ElI.RBOR, proceeding 
to sea for training exercisEJs with.S-41 and MACDON­
OUGH. 

Posit. Lat. 210 16'N., Long. 157 0 01'Vi. 

COIT~enced scheduled exercises, making sound runs 
on S-41 and conducting fighter director exercises. 

Posit. Lat. 21 0 13.8'N., Long. 158 0 27'W. 

Co~pleted scheduled traininc exercises; proceeding 
to PEceRL HARBOR. 

FasseCl ti"rou.sh "nt i-su bmar ine net into PE,i.RL H.lli30R. 

PHELPS moored starboard side to :.:_,CDO!0:J8H in Berth 
X-6, PEARL H;.R30R. 

J. E. ED'"ARDS 

/ 
V 



C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L 

14 December 1943 

LWT 

15 December 1943 

QQ! LVIT 

2300 1330 

2332 1402 

0153 1623 

0217 1647 

0230 1700 

0253 1723 

0302 1732 

0900 1930 

0930 2000 

1135 2'205 

16 December 1943 

LWT 

1045 

1053 0123 

1730 0800 

V~ored as before. 

Moored as before. 

PHKLPS underway froll' Berth X-6 

PHKLPS passed through anti-submarine net going out of harbor 
in accordance with CIllCPAC's 150345 December. 

Formed -"IS screen 55 around TEl(NESSEE, l'ARYl.AND and COLORAID. 
Course 0900

, speed 18 knots enr',ute to SAt; Fa.ArJCLSCC. Ships 
in screen, left to right, AYLWIN, F~~GUT, PHELPS, HULL and 
MACOONOUGH. 

Changed base course to 0600 T. 

Changed base course to 0800 T. 

Changed base course to 0050T. 

Co~menced zigzagging, using Flan #6. 

Ceased zigzagging and resumed base course. 

Posit. Lat. 220 03.5' N., Long. 1570 29.3' W. 

Changed base course to 040°. 

Changed speed to 16.5 knots. 

PHElPS- with HUlL, MACDONOUGH, J,xLWIN and F",RHAGUT oD8ratin" 
wi th T"~I~;·I.ESSET~, !<'.~-tr.L;J..~\JL and '=CLOrtj.dj~' as T. G. l2.1l1 enroute tv 
SAN F RANCIScx) 

Changed speed to 18 knots. 

Commenced zigzagging using Flan #6. 

Posit, Lat. 240 4,Q.5' N., Long. 1550 13.5,.1. 

We'ither: Visibility unlimited, haron,eter 30.12, 
temr~erature 7Sc , w~ nd 7-10 knots fro.F.: L., 
sea calm 

.I 
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16 December 1943 (Cont'd) 

GCT LWT 

1935 1005 

2130 1200 

2.330 1400 

0030 1500 

04.30 1900 

05.30 2000 

0800 2230 

17 December 1943 

1630 0700 

1656 0726 

1730 0800 

1803 0833 

1,'345 0915 

2035 1105 

2100 1130 

2130 1200 

2230 1300 

Tested automatic weapons. 

Posit. Lat. 250 34.5 N., Long. 154
0 

12.5' w. 

Commenced flag hoist drill. 

Ceased flag hoist drill. 

Ceased zigzagging resumed base course. 

Changed fleet speed to 17 knots. 

Posit. Lat. 27
0

09' N., Long. 1520 52.5' W. 

Commenced zigzagging using plan #6. 

PHELPS with HULL, AYLWIN, FAPRAGUT, and MACDONOUGH operating 
with TiNNiSSEE, MARYLAND, and COLORADO as T.G. 12.14 enroute 
SAN FftANC IS CO • 

FARR).GUT left formation to act as target shi~ for radar 
tracking excercises. 

PHElPS took station #2 in screen #54. 

Posit. Lat. 29° 25' II., Long 150° 15 ' W. 

Vie8ther: Intermittent rain, barometer 30.22, 
temperature 67°, wind 7-10 Knots from E, 
sea slight swells. 

o Changed fleet course to 059 T. 

Commenced tracking excercises. 

Ceased exercises. 

FARRAGUT joined fo~tion. Screen rEion,ed screen #55, 
PHELPS in station #1. 

Posit. Lat. 29° 56' N., Long. 1590 I?' W. 

Changed base COllrse t·o 0600 T. Changed speecl to 16.5 knots. 



G-O-N-F -I-D-E-N-T-I -A.,L 

17 December 1943 (Cont'd) 
GCT LWT 

0400 lS30 Ceased zigzagging and resumed base course, speed 16 knots. 

0530 

0830 

2000 

2300 

18 December 1943 

Posit. Lat. 30
0 

59' N., Long. 1470 12' W. 

Commenced zigzagging using Plan #6, speed 16.5 knots. 

QQ! Lm PHELPS with HULL, AYLWIN, IiACDOIiOUGH and FARIUGUT operating 
with TENNESSEE, COLCJ!U.lXl and MARYLAND a" T.G. 12J4 enroute 
SA!I/ FRANCISCO. 

1730 0800 

1800 0830 

1825 0855 

2130 1200 

2330 1400 

0330 1800 

0530 2000 

0900 2330 

19 December 1~ 

1120 0150 

Posit. Lat. 320 28' N., Long. 1440 00' w. 

Weather: Intermittent rain, barometer 30.17, 
temperature 65~ wind 1-4 knots from 
HE, 11 "ht swells. 

HUl.L left [orlJl?tior. to act as target smp for radar 
t.racking exercises. Screen formed screen #54, PHELPS 
in #1 station. 

o Changed fleet course to 059 T. 

Exercises cancelled. h1J.LL rejoined :formatjDn and 
screen formed screen #55. 

Held fJag hoist drill for Task Group 12.14, PHELPS 
leading. 

o 
Ceased zigzagging lim. resun,ed base couree of 059 , speed 
17 knots. 

o 
Posit. Lat. 34° ()5' N., Long. l/-i> 1.8' n. 

Commenced zigzaggir.g using Pbn #6. 

PHELPS with HULL, Ai1)II'IN, VJ.ClXlNOUGH and FARHAGlJ1 operating 
with TENNESSEE, COlORAOO and JiARYLAIlD as T.G. 12.14 snro'lte 
SA\ F":'ANCISCO. 

Ceased zigzagging. :i.esumed base course. 
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C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L 

19 December 1943 (Cont'd) 

Q9l 1!'!! 

1130 02)0 

1140 0210 

1200 0230 

1700 oeoo 

1726 0826 

1800 0900 

:D 55 1155 

2100 1200 

2138 1238 

2300 1400 

0300 1800 

0500 2000 

:D December 1943 

0920 0020 

noo 0200 

16}0 0800 

Chaged base course to 06eoT. 

Commenced 7.igzagging using Plan #6. 

Set clocks ahead ! hour to zone plus 9 time, 

Posit. Lat. 35 0 26' N., Long. 1370 28' w. 

Weather: Overcast, barometer 30.18, temperature 
540

, wind 7-10 knots from N., heavy Slre11s. 

HULL left formation to act as target ship for radar 
tracking drill. 

Changed fleet course to 067° T. 

Held ra.dar tracking exercise. 

HULL rejoined fonnation. 

D 't J t )LO 52' N Long. 1360 15' ',". .LOS~ ..... a . ..// ~., I' 

Changed 1'1 eet course to 0660
• 

Held flag hoist drilJ. 

Ceased zigzagging an:!. res-lIned base course, 

Posit. Lat, 360 39' N., Long. 1330 53' W, 

PHELPS with HULL, AYLWI1~, ~'ACDCNOUGH and FARRAGUT operating 
with TENNESSEE, COLOHAOO and 1'ARYlAND as T .G. 12.14 enroute SAN 
FRANCISCO, 

Corrmenced zigzaggiOf using Plan #6. 

Set clocks ahead! hour to zone plus $~ time. 

F02it. Lat. 370 55' ":., Long, 1300 23' lV. 

Weather: Overcast, barometer 30.18, temperature 
580 , wind-7 to 10 knots from N, rnodenlte 
.swells. 

/ 
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20 December 1943 (Cont'd) 

GCT LWT 

1725 0855 

1835 1005 

2030 1200 

2050 1220 

0230 1800 

0430 2000 

0545 2115 

0738 2368 

Changed fl eet course to 093°T. 

Tested automatic weapons. 

Posit. Lat, 370 57' N" Long,129° 04' iV, 

Changed base course to 095°. 

Ceased z.igzagging, resumed base course. 

Posit. Lat. 37 0 49' N., Long. 1260 31 r W, 

PHELPS dropped out of formation due to slight 
casualty in engine room. 

PHiLPS regained position in screen after repairing 
casualty. 

?l December 1943 (Cont'd) 

1030 0200 

15.30 0730 

1804 1104 

PHlll.PS with HULL, AYLWIlI!, UADCONOUGH and PAPID.GUT operating 
wi th TEi'lNESSEE COLORADO and MARYLAND as T, G. 12.14 enrou te 
SAN FHANCISCO,' 

Set clocks ahead! hour to zone plus 8 time. 

Pass~d Golden Gate Bridge entering SAN FRANCISCO. 

Set clocks ahead 1 hour to 7-one plus 7 time. 

PHELPS moored port side to Pier 5 at NSD, OAKLM~D, 
CALIFORliIA; HULL outboard, 

22 December 1943 ( 

GCT LWT Moored a6 before. 

2150 1450 PHELPS underway from NSD, to Berth 1:<, Bethlehem Steel. 

2245 1545 PHELPS moored at berth 12, Bethlehem Steel, SAN Fiv\NCISCO. 

! / 
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23 December 1943 

24 December 1943 

25 Deceinber 1943 

26 De ceml::ar 19!il 

2'] December~ 

28 De ceill ber 1943 

..QQL LWT 

2200 1500 

2330 163) 

Moored as before. 

Moored as before. 

~:.oored as before. 

Moored as before. 

1100 red as before. 

Moored as before. 

PHlLLPS undel"WaJ" from Berth 6, Bethlehem Steel. 

PHELPS anchored in Five Able in SA..'; FRANCISOO Ea;r. 

) '0 

I "'" 
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G-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L 

29 December 1943 

GCT LWT 

1432 0732 

1440 0740 

1621 0921 

1635 0935 

1636 0936 

1702 1002 

1742 1042 

1815 1115 

1830 1130 

1835 1135 

1900 1200 

2030 1330 

2100 HOO 

2200 1500 

2225 1525 

0030 1730 

PHELPS anchored in Berth A-5, San Francisco, California. 

PHELPS underway from Berth A-5, speed 15 knots, 

PHELPS passed through anti-submarine nets followed by 
DesHon ONE less l!J,ODONOUGH in compliance with Secret 
Letter of C.T.U. 53.5.1. T.U. 12.14 became T.U. 53.5.1, 
O.T.C. in TENNESSEE with MARYLAND, COLOP.ADO and DesHon 
ONE plus BILOXI. Enroute SAN PEDRO am SAN DIOOO in 
compliance with ComGroup 3 FifthPhibFor's 271655 of 
December. 

PHELPS had engineering casualty after forming screening 
lane. 

PHELPS regained full power. 

TENNESSEE, IU.RYLP,ND, OOLORADO, BILOXI and MACDONOUGH stand­
ing out of harbor. 

Formed screen #57, ships from left to right, AYLWIN, !.'ON­
AGfuu~, FARRAGUT, PHELPS, DEWEY, HULL and DALE. Base course 
2500

, speed 16.5 knots. 

Formed screen #58 wUh Il.ACDONOUGH taking st at ion #8. 

o 
Changed base C~lrse to 194 T. 

Changed speed to 18 knots. 

OOIDmenced zigzagging using Plan #6. 

Posit. Lat. 370 24' N., Long. 1230 01' rI. 

Changed be.se CCllrse to 159
0 

T. 

Held flai' hoist orill, Fj,'l.R'.GlJ' leadIng. 

Tested automatic weapons. 

PHELPS had engineerins casualty and dropped out of fonr stion. 

PillLPS repaired casualt,Y, proceeding to station in in formation. 

/J 
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C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L 

29 December 1943 (Cont'd) 

QQ! LWT 

0040 1740 

0300 2000 

0415 2115 

30 December 1943 

1100 0.00 

1115 0415 

1200 0500 

1415 0715 

1500 0800 

1600 0900 

1635 0935 

1710 1110 

1725 1025 

1735 1035 

1805 1105 

1815 1115 

1900 1200 

Changed base course to 146
0 

T. 

Posit. Lat. 35° 26' N., Long. 1220 19' ·~f. 

PHELPS in station #7, ° course 146 , speed 16.5 knots, 

PHELPS with DesHon ONE in company with TENNESSEE, ]{JiRYlMID, 
COLORALO and BILOXI as T.U. 53.5.1 en route SAN PEDRO - SAN DIEGO. 

Changed base course to 100° T. 

Changed base course to 085° T. 

Changed base course to 093° T. 

Commenced zigzagging using Plan #6. 

Posit. Lat. 33° 3g' N., Long. 1190 17' w. 
Weather: Overcast, barometer 30.19, temperature 57°, wind 

7-10 knots from ESE, sea calm. 

)[anned sky battery f or scheduled exercises. 

Exercises cancelled. 

Changed base course to 1000 T. 

Ceased zigzagging. 

T. u. 53.5.1 steaming through SAil PED'l.O channel. 

Changed speed to 15 knots. 

Heavy ships 16 ft formation to enter ShY PEDRO Hartor. 
Des Ron ONE fonned squadron fonnation "HOIV ONE." PHELPS 
guide of Division ONE in natural order of ships, bRse 
course 14.00 , s~eed ?O kn0+ c:". 

Posit. Lat. 33° 25' N., Long 118
0 

12' 'ii. 
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C-O-N_F_I_D_E-N_T_I_A-L 

30 December 1943 
GeT U'iT 

2226 1526 

2233 1533 

2247 1547 

2256 1556 

0004 1701, 

31 December 1943 

(Cont'd) 

Changed base course to 0600 T. 
SAN DIEriO. 

Changed speed to 15 knots. 

Entering swept channel 

DesP-on ONE entered main channel SAN DIEGO. 

Entered SAN DIEGO Harbor through anti-submarine net. 

PHELPS moored alongside ANDERSON at Pier IIJ, Repair 
Base. Remainder of DesRon ONE moored to assigned buoys 1122 and #23 in stream. 

PHEIPS moored alongside ANDERSON at Pier ;113, Hepair Base, 
SAN DIEl}{). 


