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DD360/A12 U.S.8. PHELPS ‘.»'(hw) T
- Serial (078) : '

=] 20 May 19LL4.

From: The Commanding Officer. 3

To: The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Fleety
‘-i.- -

Subject: ‘War Diary of this vessel coverlng period 7

December 1541 to 31 March 1942, ¢
Reference: (a) Cominch File FF1/al2-1, serial 1589 of
2 March 194.4.
Enclosure: (A} Subject War Diary (reconstructed).
1. In accordance with reference (a), effort has been

made to compile and reconstruct the subject War Diary. It should
be noted that enclosure (i) is based entirely upon entries ob-
tained from the gquartermaster notebooks and Commander Destroyer
Squadron ONE's rough war diary. No copies of the ship's log

. during that period are available, as they were landed at Pearl
Earbor in 1942 in accordsnce with strip ship procedure being
followed at that time,

2. Since the receipt of reference (a), a thorough
search has been made at Pearl Harbor for these ship's logs; but
there appears to be neither knowledge nor trace of them.

3. The commanding officer realizes that enclosure (A)
leaves nuch to be desired. But due to the lack of any record
other than the quartermaster notebook, and Commander Destroyer
Squadron ONE's war dlary, he feels that he cannot supplement this
meager information without possible distortion of any accuracy it
may now possess.
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December 7, 1941. PEI a/—--zfrt(__/.fr: L 26 o
0758 Ships at Pe-rl Harbor attacked by Japanese planes in a sur prise
attack. Phelps was glonesslde Dobbin st berth X-2 underzoins tender
overhaul. Fires were out and machinery was in a dismsntled condition.
0803 Phelps opened fire with 1.1 gun mounts the first ship in nest
to fire. (0900 4 determined dive bombing ettack was beaten off by
heavy gun fire. 3Bombs fell just =astern of nests sinking 2nd killing
the crew of = Dohbin motor lsunch. 0926 Phelps elipped anchor and
cgot underway with zpproximsztely 170 men abosrd. about 1030 joined
force consisting of Detrelt, St. Louls, Phoenix, 3enham, 3lue, Monachan
and Enterprise. "his force proceeded toward MNauakuli where nothing
was found bat five friendly rlsznes bombin- an abandoned sampan. TForce
ther proceeded in north essterly direction to search for reported
eneny carriers and continued sesrch throu:hout the rizht.

December 8, 1941.

Znterprise, Phoenlix,felens, 3lue 2nd Destroyer 3quadron One less Dewey
proceeded toward Fearl Xarbor. ZEntered port about 1712, mooring alons-
side Vorden in ¥~15. Received ad?itional personnel and refueled. Took
a‘muapnition and provisions abo=rd durins the nisht.

December 9, 1GL1.

Sortied ahout 1100 with Dzstroyer S-uadron One less aylwin and Dale
to patrol outside entrence to harhor.

December 10, 1941,

Patrollin~ as before. 1700 dJoired Xeosho in formation 4-B with Des-
troyer Scuadrer Cne less Alywin and Dale to proceed with her to ren-
dezvous with task force 12,

December 11, 1941

Froceedins on south westerly course to Join task force 12 sbout 0632,
Task Force conslisting of Lexin-ton, Indiasnapolis, Chica~o, Portland,
an? five ohips of Destroyer 3Ssuadren Five, cruising dispeszition l2-L.
December 12, 1941.

T

At ses with Task Force 12 as before. Formed fuelins <disposition 120,
Ci's fueled from lecsho.

December 13, 1941.

D

At zes with Tssi Torce 12 in cruieins disvosition 1:3. Xough s
prevented OV from fueline.

Decmber 14, 1941

3

Entered Fearl marbor, moorins alons ﬁidi Aylwin, berth X-1z. 1837
Chan ed -erths to .en Ten docks to Tael.
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December 15, 1941.
Underway about 1150 to Jjoln Lexinston and her escort rendezvousing
about 1730. Formed cruising disposition 11-L.
1700 Set clocks back 2 hour to zone plus 11 time.
December 16, 1941.

Steaming as before. Enemy CV reported in vicinity but proved to
be barge.

Deceiber 17, 1°94l.
Steaming az beforé.
December 13, 1941.

Steaming as before. Fleet units fueling destroyers from CA. CA and
CV fueled from Feosho. Rough sea.

December 19, 1941.
Steaming as before. Completed fueling. Phelps fueling from Chicago.
December 20, 1941.

Steaming as before. 1900 Set clocks back 1 hour to zone vlus 12
time.

December 21, 1GL1.

Steaxing as before. ZRecelved word that orders had been carcelled.
Changed course towzrd Weke Island.

December 22, 1941.
Steanines as before.
December 23, 1941,

hefore.

M

Steaming a

4]

Decamber 24, 1941.

hour to zone plus 113

hup—

3teamine an hefore. 0230 Set clocks azhead
time.

Nezexber 25, 1941.

N

3te~min~ as hefore. 023C 3et clocks =hecd 3 hour to zone plus 11
time.

>
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December 26, 1941.

Steamings as before. 0230 Set clocks ahead 3 hour to zone plus 103
time.

December 27, 1941.

Intered Pearl Harbor 0900 with Task Force 1l for fuel and repairs.
Ilooring alongside ‘thitney in berth X-12,

December 28, 1941,

Woored as bhefore, 0900 FTueled shir.

Decemher 29, 1941,

Joored =s hefore.

December 30, 1G41.

zoored as hefore.

December 31, 1G41.

nioored as before,

Janusry 1, 194%2.

‘loored slonzgide Jhitney in berth X-12., 0628 Sortied with Tssk Croup
15.8 composed of Portland, Farrazut, =né Phelps proceedinz in a north
easterly course.

January 2, 1942.

Steaming as before. 0840 3et clocks ahezd L+ hour to zone plus 10 tige.
Janusry 3, 1942.

Stesmins as befors. Joined convoy composed of .cerch=znt sihlpe, Etolen,
Johnsor and “ani Taylor. Fhelps to escort them to Pearl Harbor.

-

Jaruary 4, 1942.

Steaxrinzs as hefore.

Jananry 5, 194Z2. F‘mE“ |
stesnins as helore.,

January 6, 1942.

5Stes, inz as berore. 1215 Set clocks hazck to zone plus 103 tine. LF
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January 7, 1942.

Steaming as before. Entered Pearl Harbhor mooring at Yerry Point,
berth 17=-2 about 1213, Fueled and zot underway to join Task Force 1ll.

January 8, 1942,

Joined Tesk Force 11 consisting of Lexington, Chicago, Indianapolis,

Destroyer Sguadron One less Aylw1n and darragut 1720 3Set clocks back

1 hour to zonme plus 11 time.

January 9, 1942.
Steaminzs as before.
Janusry 10, 1942.

Ste=mins as before. Left formation in =fternoon to sezrch for sub-
marine.

Januzry 11, 1942.
Rejoined Tack Force 1in mornlng using forratizn 11-S. 0715 Set clocks

back i hour to zone plus 111 time. 1651 Formed eruising dlsposition
11-L. 1730 Set clocks back 3 hour to zone plus 12 tilae.

Jonuery 12, 1942.

Forme3 fuelins disposition. Destroyers fueled from cruisers., Phelps
fuelin- From lndianavolis in morning. 1622 Formed cruising disposi-
tion 11-L.

Janu=ry 13, 1942.

=position 11-3.

[N

Ste=mins as before. 0618 Formed crulzing &

3teamin- as bsfore. Ifired on tarcet.
January 15, 194Z2.

Jtea~in. ss before. 0230 ©8Set Clocks nhead 1 nour to zone nluas 11 tinme.

1
o
e

Janazry 1&, 194LZ.

AterninT as “o; Preonarinz to enter Pesrl Harhor. oored at ilerry
Point, aerth " -4 = out 1103 an+ fueled.

(T.)

Jana=ry 17, 19LZ.
““aored as hefore. Chrnnged perths to X-12 alongslide Jhitpey. Moo On

ammunition. ;;(
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January 18, 1942.

“oored as hefore.

January 19, 1¢42,

lioored as before. 1000 got underway with Task Force 11 consisting of
Lexington, Chicago, Astoria, Minneapolis, Destroyer Sguadron One less
Aylwin, Parragut, Dewey plus Mugford, Jarvis and Bsgley in cruising
disposition 11-SV,

Janosry 20, 1942,

Steamins as hefore.

January 21, 1942.

Steamins as before, 0830 Tired 5" and short range wesansons at burst
tarret. 1600 Hugford, 3sgley, Jervis and Chicazo left formation,

Jarusry =22, 1942.
Stezmines sg before,
Jaruary 23, 1942.

Stermins sas before. lleches rerorted torvedoed. Tasik Force ordered to
return to Pearl Hsrbor.

Stenninz as before. 1012 Preparin- to enter Pearl =arbor, formed dis-
position 11T. WMoored 1210 at Jerry Foint, "erth ¥-2Z. Fueled and changed

herth to "I-11,

Janusry 26, 1942,

Joored -s before. ZFrovisioned.
Jaznusry 27, 1CLZ,

~Jooreh s bsfore.

-
1

January 28, 19L.Z2.
L00red 22 helore.
Janpuary 28, 19L2.

Loored es hefore.
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Januvary 30, 19,2,

lloored as wefore,

January 31, 19,2,

Moored as before. 0800 Underway with Task Force 11 consisting of
Lexington, Minneapolis, Indianapolis, Destroyer Squadron Cne less
Farragut and Xonaghan and Neosho, in cruising disposition 11-8-2,
February 1, 1942,

Steamine ss before in company with Task Force 11 consisting or
Lexington, *inneaplis, Indianapolis, Destroyer Sguedron One less
Farragut and Xonaghan, and lieosho.

February 2, 1942,

Steaming as Sefore. 1310 .Jorden left formatior to return to Fearl
Harbor for specizl duty.

February 3, 19L2,

Steaming zs before. 0830 Fired 5" and stort ran~e weapons at burst
target.

February L, 1942,

Steaming as before.

Fehruary 5, lOLZ2.

Steamin< as before.

February 6, 19.L2.

0630 Task Force began fueling from Neosho. 1825 Crossed eguator.
February 7, 1942.

Steaming as hefore, 0630 Taslk Force continued fuelinrg completing
about 1800.

februsry 8, 1942,

Steaning as before.

rfebruary 9, l19LZ.
Steaminz =- before. FI[MED

February 10, 1942. |/
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February 10, 1942,

Steaming as before. 1210 San Bran01sco Clark, and Drayton joined
formation., 1730 Set clocks back 3 hour to zone plus 12 time. Feb~-
ruary 1l east long., date. '
February 11, 1942,

Stesminzg as before,

Februsry 12, 1942

Steaming as before.

February 13, 1942.

Steaming as before.

February 14, 1942,

Steaming as before. 0630 Task Force fueled from lieosho.

February 15, 1942,

Steaming as before. 0630 Resumed fueling, Phelps fueled from Feosho,
formed disposition 11-S at 1402. 1756 leosho and Drayton left forma-
tion,

February 16, 1942,
Steaning as before. 1105 4nzac scuziron joined formation consisting
of HMS Australia, Chicago, Lafson, Perkins, HuS Achilles and Leander.

1400 Abnzac s~usadron deparued. 1730 Set clocks baek 3 hour to zone
rlus 113 time.

FTebruary 17, 1942.

Steaminm as Hefore., 1150 Pensacola, “agley and Patterson joined
formation.

February 18, 19,2

Steamine as before.

February 19, 1942,

Steamlns as before. 1730 Set clocks back £ hour to zone plus 11 time.
february 20, 1GL2,

Steaning as before. 1144 ZEnemy four motored flyinz bost reported shot

down by our fighters. 1220 3Sighted smoke or horizon. l2?7 Anotheri
eneny four motored flying boat reported shot down hy our fighters.
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February 20, 1942, Cont'4d.

1630 Radar contazct reported enemy planes bearing 886°T 39 miles. 1639
Sighted formsation of 9 plsnes approaching from 325°T distant 10 miles.
1645 Ships of Task Force opened fire on remsining planes four had been
shot down by our fighters. 1647 Bombs fell outside of formation about
2000 yards on Phelps starboard beam. 1647 Remaining bombers attempted
crash landing on Lexinston, shot down. 1700 Radar contsct reported

enemy plznes approaching from 100°T 9 miles. 1705 Sighted 8 enemy planes

approaching from 80°T. 1707 Ships of tesk force opened fire on bombers
1710 Eremy bomber attempted crash landing on Lexinston, shot down.
Bombs fell about 300 yards from Lexin~ton. 1711 Four remaining bombers
observed returning in direction 280°T, one of these shot down by our
bombers. 16 planes were shot down by fishters and AA fire. 1740 Patt-
erson picked up one of our fizhter pilots.

February 21, 1942.

Steznine as before.

Februasry 22, 1942,

Steamings as before. 0846 Dale left formation due to steering casualty.
1530 Anzac souadron joined formstion consisting of Australia, Leander,
Achilles, Chicz~o, Perkins, Lamson, Flatte.

februsry 23, 1GL2.

Steaming as before. 0630 Task Force commenced fueling. About 1100
fueled from Platte. 1845 TFormed disposition 11-5V.

Tehruary 24, 1947,
Steaming as before., 00630 XHesumed fueling.

February 25, 194LZ.

Steamine =s before. 0630 Resumed fuelinz. 1530 Completed fueling.
1552 7Platte and Aylwin left Task TForce on independent 3uty. 1600
Anzac sousdron left formation.

Tehrusry 26, 1G.2.

Steamins ss before. Destroyers provisioned from cruicsers. ~rhelps
received storez from Fensacols.

February 27, 1gh2.
Ste-min- =z~ hefore.
Tehruary 28, 1947,

Steamin as hefore, q
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CORFIDENTIAL

March 1, 194L2.

S?eaming in company with task force 11 consisting of Lexington,
Minneapolis, Indianapolis, Destroyer Squadron One less Yarragut,
Monaghtan and Aylwin, crulsine disposition 11-SV. Severe stora pre-
dicted.

Warch 2, 1942.

Steamine as vwefore. Heavy seas and overcast.

¥March 3, 1942.

Steaming as before. 1800 Anzac Sguadron consistin; of Australle,
Chicago, Perkins, Lamson plus Kaskaskia Joined foram tion. Keavy
sezs and ralning.

March 4, 1942.

Steaming as before. 0630 Task Force commenced fuelins from Kaskaskla.
Sea rough.

tarch 5, 1G42.

Stesmino as defore. 0630 Resumed fueling., Sea rough. 0¢5lL Phelns
fueled.

Liarch 6, 19L2.

Stes-ine as Sefore. 0630 Resumed fueling and topping off destroyers
from heavy cruiser. 3eg moderate. 1324 Task Force l? jolred con-
sistine of Yorktown, Louisville, Astorie, Walke, ancderson, Russel,
Hughes, Simme, Hammon. Haskaskie with Ferkins and Lomson left for—
mation or independent duty. 1750 Formed cruislnes disposition 11-3V.

Stemsmine ag before. 0630 Resumed fueling and topplns off destroysrs.
1205 Couple ted fuelings.

Steanirs as before.
tlareh ©, 1942,

camips ns hWefore., 1015 Attzck group consisting of austrelia, Chicero,
dians llS, istoris, anferson, Hushes, Sizms and Hammon left forua-
on i

n accorldance with qecret orcers.

Lereh 13, 1947, 1

JQJVE Bob? S J&
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March 10, 1942.
Steaming as before. 0630 Sighted coast of New Guinea and prerared
to laurch air attack on enemy forces at Salamaua and I@e from posi- d
tion off Port Moresby. 0714 Lexington and Yorktown commenced launch-
ing planes for sttsck. 0835 Launching completed, 108 planes launched.
1204  All planes launched for attack recovered. 1235 San Franciseo
plane crashed. 1747 Radar contact, aircraft bearing 089OT, 10 miles.
March 11, 1942,
Steaming as before. 0720 Radar contsct besring OlBOT.

KMarch 12, 1942.

Steamine as before. Provisioned from Lexington.

derch 13, 1942,

Steaning as before.

careh 14, 1942,

Steaning as before. 0100 Set clocks ahzad 2 hour to zone plus 11 time.
0605 Attack force joined formation congisting of Australia, Chicazo,
Indienapelis, Astoria, Hughes, Hamman, Anderson srd Simms, 1105

Fortland, Lamson, Fatterson and Neosho plus Kaskaskia jolned formation :
on independent duty. io

March 15, 1942.

Steamine as before. 0630 Resumed fueling. 0846 TFueled rrom Kaskaskia.
1800 Completed fueling, formed cruising disposition 11-3V.

ifarch 16, 19.42.
Steanins as hefore. 90900 Szn Francisco and BRarsley left formstion
onn independent duty. 1300 Dale and Xeskaskia left formation on in-

dependent duty. 1500 Tnsk Force 17 devarted plus Astoris minus
Louisville. Loulsville and Neosho joined Tesk Force 11,

iiareh 17, 1942,

Steanine as Sefore. 0230 3Set clocks ahead % hour to zone plus 12 tine.
ffereh 18, 1942.

sSteanin: as hefore.

sarch 19, 1942.

Steamine ss before. Set clocks zahezd to ll% zone time. lsrch 13, 4
Lons. date. Liareh 19, 1942. Steaminz ss hefore. ,
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Harch 20, 1942,
Steamine as before. 0230 Set clocks ahe=d 3 hour to =one plus 11 time.

igrch 21, 1942,

Steamlne as before. 0548 Tormed fueling disposition. 0804 Tueled
from Neosho. 1549 Formed cruisirz disposition 118V.

March 22, 1942,

AR SRCF " L RLLA LA e s e e s

Steninine as before. 0430 Set clocks zhead % rour to zone plus 10}
time. 1600 Formed cruisine disposition 113.

Merch 23, 1942,

Steaming &3 before, 1400 Cerrier planes simulated large scale attack
on formation.

Larck 24, 19.2.

Stegminf s befcre. 2100 Sishted Ssn Francisco and 3agley besting
14077, 8 miles.

sarch 25, 1942,
Stesning as before., 0634 San Francisco and Basley joined formation.

EE L

Steaxins as before. 0500 Indisnapolis, iinneapolis, Phelps =nd Hull

Liais

left formation to conduct target practice on hi-h speed tarcet. 1200
Zntered Pearl Hdarbor, moorins alongside Dewey in Jestlock, smmunition
was removed prior to goine sloneside dock.

tarch 27, 1942,

*‘oored ase before. 1045 ZEntered drydock #2.

Uiarch 28, 1942.

Drydocked as before.,

Merech 29, 1947,

Drydocked as hefore.

March 30, 1¢Lz.

1820 Raliroad crane fell into drydock =rnd dscsged rort side in vicinity
of #1 fireroom, cuttinz auzili-ry steam line =nd tearine a five foot

hole in side. ,9//
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March 31, 1942.

Drydocked as before.




