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DD)60/Al2 
Ser ial (078) 

From: 
To: 

SUbject: 

Reference: 

Enclosure: 

o 
U.S.S. PHELPS 

20 May 1944. 

The Commanding Officer./,r"~" 
The Commander- in-Chief, U. S. Fleet,( .. 

.' -"" 

War Diary of this vessel covering>' per iod 7 
December 1941 to )1 Mar ch 1942. [ 

(a) Cominch File FF1/A12-1, serial 1589 of 
2 March 1944. 

(A) Subject War Diary (reconstructed). 

,,,-

1. In accordance wit h reference (a), effort has been 
made to compile and reconstruct the subject War Diary. It should 
be noted that enclosure (Al is based entirely upon entries ob­
tained from the quartermaster notebooks and Commander Destroyer 
Squadron ONE's rough war diary. No copies of the ship's log 
during that per iod are available, as they were landed at Pearl 
Earbor in 1942 in accordance with strip ship procedlue being 
followed at that time. 

2. Since the receipt of reference (a), a thorough 
search has been made at Pearl Harbor for these ship's logs; but 
there appears to be neither knowledge nor trace of them. 

). The commanding officer realizes that enclosure (Al 
leaves much to be desired. But due to the lack of any record 
other than the Quartermaster notebook, and Commander Destroyer 
Squadron ONE's war diary, he feels tha t he cannot supplement thi s 
meager information without possible distortion of any accuracy it 
may now possess. 

DECLAS~IFIED . DOD DIR. 5200.9 
of 27 SEP 58 
BY Q(?_o1.l19( G. DATE Itte&,,, 
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c- O-~; -:0'-1 - D-E-H-T-I -A-L 

December 7, 1941. 

0758 Ships at Pesrl Earbor attacked by Japanese planes in a surprise 
attack. Phelps wes alon?sic1e ::lobbin at berth X-2 undere;oinc tender 
overhaul. Fires itlere out and machinery was in a disETIsntled condit ion. 
0803 Phelps opened fire with 1.1 gun mounts the first ship in nest 
to fire. 0900 A determined dive bOG!bing attack was beaten off by 
heavy gun fire. .sombs fell just .~stern of nests sinking and killing 
the cre'" of a Dobbin [wtor launch. 0926 Phelps slipped anchor snd 
got underway 'f;ith spproximc:tely 170 inen aboE.rd. _"bOllt 1030 joined 
force consisting of Detroit, st. LOllis, Phoenix, 3enha"TI, 311le, lConae:han 
and Enterprise. c.'his f'o"ce proceeded to'!'aro, liauakuli where nothing 
wes fOIl[J('i but five friendly plenEs Jombin'- an abandoned SSitpan. F:'rce 
then proceeded in Eor·th esstel"ly direction to search for reported 
enemy c6rriers and continlled seiJXch throu:'hout the llL",ht. 

December 8, 1941. 

Snterprise, Phoeni::,rielen2" 31ue ':ncl Destroyer Squ2c,ron One less Dewey 
proceeded tow,arc'! Pearl '-cer00r. Entered port about 1712, mooring along­
sid.eiorden in X-15. ReGeived additional personnel and reflleled. Took 
a ,!rrllvi tion and provisions 2ba"rd dClrin r ' the night. 

December 9, 1941. 

Sortied ,"'lOut 1100 ''lith ;J'3s~royer .·',~!J.adron One les" ,:"yh\in and Dale 
to patrol outside entrance to haT':;or. 

December 10, 1941. 

P:3trollin~ as before. 1700 ;'oir..ed ;':eosho in formatior'. 4-B witb Jes­
troyer S'luadror.. One 1e ss _1.lJ'flin and ;)81e to proceec. with her to ren­
dezvollE ~ith task force 12. 

December 11, 191+1. 

ProceediIl€ on south ,;ester1y course to ,join task force 12 L'\bollt 0632. 
':;'qsk Force con:oistino of Lexincton, Indianapolis, Shica,"o, Portland, 
ane. five ,-'~}ipG of ~e.~',troyer 3'~ii8d.ron ~-'ive, cruisin€ dispo::",ition 12-L. 

December 12, 1941. 

~t seG with Task FOTce 12 as before. ?orme{ fllelin~ Jisposition 12F. 
C).'s fuelec fro::,_ l'e08ho. 

December 13, 1941. 

~t seG ~ith ~ss~ ?orce 12 in cruisin~ disposition l~J. ~ougb se~ 
prevented CV from fJ.elin~. 

Decmber 14, 1941. 

Entered Pe&rl ",arbor, moor inc, 31on";;.ide Aylwin, 'Jerth i:-12. 1337 
Ch3nsd:erths to ~en Ten docks to luel. 
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C-O-N-F-I-D-E-H-T-I-A-L 

December 15, 1941. 

Underway About 1150 to join Lexington and her escort rendezvousing 
about 1730. Formed cruising disposition ll-L. 
1700 Set clocks back! hour to zone plus 11 time. 

December 16, 1941. 

Steaming as before. Enemy CV reported in vicinity but proved to 
be barge. 

Dece;nber 17, 1941. 

SteEJning as before. 

December 18, 1941. 

Steaming as before. Fleet units fueling destroyers from CA. CA snd 
CV flleled from Neosho. Rou€,:h sea. 

~ecember 19, 1941. 

Steaming as before. CcE'lpleted fueling. Phelps fueline from Chicago. 

DecemQer 20, 1941. 

Ste2ming 8S before. 1900 Set clocks back 1 hour to zone ;)lus 12 
time. 

December 21, 1941. 

Steaming as before. ]eceived word that orders had been cancelled. 
Changed cour se toward '/lake Island. 

December 22, 1941. 

Stea~in~ as before. 

Jececber 23, 1941. 

Ste:~inf. as before. 

December 24, 1941. 

3teamin<,; a" ~;sfore. 0230 Set clocks ahead ~ hour to zone plus ll~ 
tilne. 

~e:;ember 25, 1941. 

Stecmin~ as before. 0230 Set clocks che2d i hour to zone plus 11 
tL'ne. 
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December 26, 1941. 

Steaminf as before. 0230 Set clocks ahead ~ hour to zone plus 10~ 
time. 

December 27, 19J.1. 

Entered Pearl Harbor 0900 with Task Force 11 for fuel and repairs. 
!.Ioorine; alongside "Jhi tney in berth X-12. 

December 23, 1941. 

~oored as before. 0900 Fueled ship. 

December 29, 1941. 

Eoor ed '"' s ':Jefor e. 

December 30, 1941. 

>oored as before. 

December 31, 1941. 

l"~oored 8S befor e. 

Janusry 1, 1942. 

":oored 810ncside "}hitney in berth =.~-) 2. 0628 Sortied '!lith Tssk r.rC)up 
15.3 composed of Por tlana, 5arrazut, rone" Phelps pro ceeding in a north 
easterly course. 

Jsnu&r~- 2, 1942. 

Steamine; as before. 0840 Set clocks ahec:d ~ hour to zone plus 10 tillie. 

Janu,uy 3, 1942. 

Jtee.m.in:' as before. Joined con.voy co.mposed of __ .~e!'ch-~-.-:nt st.i;:~., ~tolen, 
Johnson and ;,:ani Taylor. Phelps tel escmt them to Pearl }:arbor. 

JGflUary 4, 1942. 

Stes;eci.p-.g: as befor e. 

Jsnu~ry 5, 1942. fIllED 
JSDu8ry 6, 1942. 

Stes, in" as before. 1215 3et clocks 'J2ck tel zone plus 10; tLlle. 
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Janllary 7, 1942. 

Stea-:ling as before. Entered Pesrl Har':lor mooring at ;'ff.erry Point, 
berth r-2 abollt 1213. Flleled and got llnderway to join Task Force 11. 

Janllary 8, 1942. 

Joined TasL Force 11 consisting of Lexine;ton, Chicago, Indianapolis, 
Destroyer Sqllactron One less Aylwin and ffarrae;llt. 1720 Set clocks bsck 
~ hOllr to zone plus 11 time. 

Janllary 9, 1942. 

Steamins G S befor e. 

JanllSry 10, 1942. 

Ste5ffiiw' as before. Left forill8tion in :;fternoon to se"rch for sllb­
marine. 

Janllsry 11, 1942. 

:<lejoined Tg~k Force in [{lorning using formati:;n Il-S. 0715 Set clocks 
beck ~ hOllr to zone plus lIt time. 165!+ Formed crllL'lin Q; disposition 
ll-L. 1730 Set clocks bclck ~ hour to zone plus 12 tine. 

Janllsry 12, 1942. 

:3'orrne~ flleling disposition. 
fllelin- from lndiana)olis in 
tion ll-L. 

Janll2ry 13, 1942. 

Destroyers flleled from crllisers. Phelps 
morning. 1622 Formed cruisinE; d.isposi-

Ste 0 :ninf': as before. 0618 Formed crllidw' diEDosition II-S. 

JBnu~ry 1~, 1942. 

3tee.:1.in,:~ .:::3 Jsfore. ~?ire(1 on tal"-et. 

Janll3ry 15, 1942. 

JBnllery 16, 1942. 

Ster.:',::,c '"S l)"~me. Freoarin7 to enter Pe':rl B2r1:)Qr. :,'ooreo 8t ;.;erry 
Fob.t, 'Jerth U-4 3l)Oll t 1103 3n' flleled. 

Jsnllsry 17, 1942. 

. :oored as before. 
8.:'Jtluni tion. 

Ct',nf'"ed berths to ::-12 slorre,s i:' ei~i tney . .' 
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January 18, 1942. 

~oored as before. 

January 19, 1942. 

:,;oore(l 3S before. 1000 got underway with Task Force 11 consisting of 
LexinGton, Chicago, Astoria, :':inneapolis, Destroyer Squadron One less 
Aylwin, Farragut, Dewey plus Mugford, Jarvis and Bagley in cruising 
disposition l1-SV. 

J3nu~ry 20, 1942. 

3teaminc as before. 

January 21, 1942. 

Ste''<!liuC as before. 0830 Ji'ired 5" and short range 'lIecl;Jons at burst 
tar'et. 1600 ~ugford, 3~gley, Jervis Bn~ Chicago left formation. 

Jg~usry 22, 1942. 

Stesillin~ as before. 

Janu8ry 23, 1942. 

:3te,ci'lin';- as before. l;eches re,:,orted tor':oedoed. '1'ss" :Torce ordered to 
return to Pearl Harbor. 

January 24, 1942. 

Ste~min;: as ~erore. 

Jsnucry 25, 1942. 

Ste',,-'Jiu:' as before. 1012 Prepe)rir::- to enter Pearl :-;:,,~rbor, formed dis­
posi tion 113. l~oored 1210 at :':erry Point, ',erth 1,'-2. Fueled and chanced 
berth to ':-11. 

Janu~ry 26, 1942. 

~oored -5 before. Provisioned. 

JSDusry 27, 19L2. 

_·oare.) 8: b::-tol'e. 

J~nuAry 28, 1942. 

January 29, 1942. 

;.' oor er} 2 S Jef ore. 
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January 30, 1942. 

Moor ed as Qefor e • 

January 31, 1942. 

~, 
~ ~ , : 

I{oored as before. 0800 Underway with Task Force 11 consisting of 
Lexington, ;,;inneapolis, Indianapolis, Destroyer Squadron One less 
Farragut and :!onaghan and Neosho, in cruisinG; disposition 11-S-2. 

February I, 1942. 

Stes;nin[,: E,S befor e in C021pany wi th Task For oe 11 consisting of 
Lexington, ,cinneap1is, Indianapolis, De:',troyer SouE,dron One less 
Farragut and )"onaghan, and l:eosho. 

February 2, 1942. 

Stea;uing as '::lefore. 1310 .!orcen left forillBtioI! to return to Pearl 
Harbor for special duty. 

February 3, 1942. 

Steaming 28 before. 0830 Fired 5" 3n:" stort ran::-e c;:eapons at burst 
target. 

February 4, 1942. 

Steaming as before. 

Fe ~:r!l&ry 5, 1942. 

Steaminc: as befor e. 

February 
, 
0, 1942. 

0630 Tasl: Force begsn fueliI!:; frc21 l:eosho. 1825 Crossed equator. 

February 7, 1942. 

Steamine as before. 0630 Tesk Torce continued flleling CODlp1etin:,; 
about 1800. 

Febru3ry 8, 1942. 

Steaming as befor e . 

February 9, 1942. 

SteaminC' 8.": before. FILlED 
Februqr Y 10, 1942. 

"\ 

'/ 
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Februsry 10, 1942. 

Steaming as before. 1210 San Francisco, Clark, and Drayton joined 
formation. 1730 Set clocks back k hour to zone plus 12 time. Feb­
ruary 11 east long., date. 

Febru2ry 11, 1942. 

SteF.uning as befor e. 

Febru5ry 12, 19L,2. 

Steamin;:- as before. 

February 13, 1942. 

Steaming as before. 

February 14, 1942. 

Steallling as before. 0630 T8Sk Force fueled from 1ieosho. 

February 15, 1942. 

Steau'ling 3S before. 0630 Resumed fueling, Phelps fueled from l;eosho, 
formed disposition ll-S at 1402. 1756 Eeosho and Drayton left forma­
tion. 

February 16, 1942. 

Stec,lling as before. 1105 Anzac S'-U2:.ron joined fDX;ill,"tion con2isting 
of EMS Australia, ChicaGo, LaOlson, Perkins, El\;S Achilles snd Leander. 
1400 Anzac s":~;"dron departed. 1730 Bet clocks back ~ hour to zone 
plus ll~ time. 

february 17, 1942. 

Ste2mint': as '}efore. 1150 Pensa·:)ola, "'agley and Patterson joined 
for;na t ion. 

February 18, 1942~ 

SteC:C'lin", as before. 

February 19, 1942. 

Stea'lling 8S before. 1730 set clocks b8Ck ~ hour to zone plus 11 time. 

February 20, 1942. 

Stea~in8 as before. 1144 Enemy four motored flying bOat reported shot 
down by our fil!hters. 1220 Sii'hted sl'loke on horizon. 12~7 Another. 
enemy four inotored flying boat reported shot down by our flghters. 
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Fepruary 20, 1942, Cont'd. 

1630 Radar cont3ct reported enemy planes bearing 886°T 39 miles. 1639 
Sighted formation of 9 planes approaching from 325 T distant 10 miles. 
1645 Ships of Task Force opened fire on remaining planes four had been 
shot dONn by our fighters. 1647 Bombs fell outside of formation about 
2000 yar ds on Phelps star board be9Jl1. 1647 Remaining bomber s a tt empted 
crash landing on Lexin<",toE, shot down. 1700 Radar contact reported 
enemy p12nes approaching from 1000T 9 miles. 1705 Sighted 8 enem:r planes 
appr oechine; from 800T. 1707 Ships of tssk for ce opene d fir e on bomber s 
1710 Enemy bomber attempted crash landing on Lexington, shot dONn. 
Bombs fell sbout 300 y,uds from Lexin"ton. 1711 Four remaining bombers 
obser ved returning in dir ec t ion 280 oT, one of these shot down by our 
bombers. 16 planes were shot down by fi",hters and AA fire. 1740 Patt­
erson picked up one of our fighter pilots. 

February 21, 1942. 

Ste8~in£ as before. 

February 22, 1942. 

Steaming as before. 0846 Dale left forin3tion due to steeri[Jf c3sualty. 
1530 Anzac s~ugdron joined formation consisting of Australia, Leander, 
Achilles, Chics'~o, Per!.;ins, Lamson, Platte. 

February 23, 1942. 

Ste~T.ine as before. 
fueled from Platte. 

Februc'oIy 24, 191,;. 

0630 
1845 

Task Force commenced fueling. 
Formed disposition 11-SV. 

Steaming as befo:oe. 0630 Resumed fueling. 

February 25, 1942. 

About 1100 

Steanling as ':lefore. 0630 Resun,ed fuelinz. 1530 Completed fuelinG. 
1552 Platte and Aylwin left TBS~ Force on independent ~uty. 1600 
Anzac sousdron left for:n3tion. 

Steamin1! as b2fore. Destroyers provisioned from cr~iser8. ?'helps 
received stores fro~ Pensacola. 

Fe8ru3ry 27, 1942. 

dte~xin 0_ before. 
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}!arch 1, 1942. 

Steaming in company wi th task for ce 11 consi sting 
lllinneapolis, Indianapolis, Destroyer Squadron One 
lvIonagt,an and Aylwin, cruisi ng disposi ti on ll-SV. 
dieted. 

tTor ch 2, 1942. 

Steaming as before. Heavy seas and overcast. 

;5arch 3, 1942. 

of Lexington, 
Ie SG Fnrragu.t, 
Severe storm pre~ 

Steaming as before. 1800 Anzac Squac',r'on consist inc, of' Australia, 
Chicago, Perkins, Lamson plus Kaskaskia joined forne tion. Heavy 
seas and raining. 

Msrch 4, 1942. 

Steaming as before. 0630 Task Force commenced fuelinr; from Kaskaskia. 
Sec rough. 

l.:arch 5, 1942. 

Ste8(llin~ as ':lefore. 0630 Resumed fuelinG. Ses rough. 0954 Phelps 
fueled. 

Larch 6, 1942. 

Ste2':in c as before. 0630 ResW"..ed fuelin." and toppiIlC" 01'1' def;troyers 
from he:wy cruiser. 3ee. moderate. 1324 Task FOTce 17 jaiLed 001'­

sistif![" of Yorktvm, Lo'~isville, ).storie, ':lalke, ,:uH,erson, "1ussel, 
Hughes, 81;:1.i:18, 3a!ll.110n. :Caskaskis with PeTkins ana LGc;""on lett for­
ill'ltion or: indepenC'ent duty. 1750 Formed cruisinr disposition 11-3V. 

Larch 7, 1942. 

Stcsmin" 8 S before. 0630 'iesureed fuelin[; and toppiw' off destroyers. 
1300 '~o,:lple ted fllelinr .. 

;.>,rcl1 S, 1942. 

Ste3~~ic~ 8S before. 

of ;"ustrelia, ChicEt~,·o, 
n2i:-L.TIOil left for .. ;ls-
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:v;arch 10, 1942. 

Steaming as before. 0630 Sighted coast of New Guinea and pre::;ared 
to launch air attsck on enemy forces at Salamaua and :r:.te. from posi­
tion off Port Moresby. 0714 Lexington and Yorktown COillillenced launch­
ing planes for attack. 0835 Launcbing completed, 108 planes launched. 
1204 All planes launched for attack recovered. 1235 San Francisco 
plane crashed. 1747 Radar contact, aircraft bearing 0890 T, 10 miles. 

r.larch 11, 1942. 

Steoming'3s before. 0720 "ladar contsct hearin€: 015 0T. 

"iTarcb 12, 1942. 

Stesmill!' as before. Provisioned from Lexington. 

;;;sr ch 13, 1942. 

3t.ec.L::.inc as before. 

',:rch 14, 1942. 

Stea',lirw as before. 0100 Set clocks ahc:ad ~ hour to zone plus 11 tLne. 
0605 Attack force joined forlll9.tion consisting of Australia, Chicago, 
Indianapc;>lis; A.storia, Hughes, Hamman, Anderson am Siinms. 1105 
Portland, Lamson, Fatterson and l,eosho plus Kaskaskia joined formation 
on independentdut~c. h 
!chrch 15, 1942. 

Steaffiil1£ &s before. 0630 Resumed fueling. 0846 Fueled frOin Kaskaskia. 
1800 Completed fLleling, formed cru ising disposi ti on ll-SV. 

li'arch 16, 1942. 

Steo;;linc 2. S ',efor e. 0900 Ssn Frsncisco and Basle y 1 eft forJr.8 ti on 
on independent duty. 1300 Dale and Kaskaskia left formation on in­
dependent duty. 15~O ':'3S~ :B'orce 17 dep:uted plus Astori3 ,'linus 
Louisville. Louisville and !';eosho joined Task For ce 11. 

,:~:,ch 17, 1942. 

3teC):::iIlf' 8f: 'Jerore. 0230 Set clocks ahead! bour to zone plus 12 tLlle. 

::r. r ch 18, 1942. 

Steru::in' as before. 

"arch 19, :;'942. 

Jteamin£ BS before. Set clocks ahe~d to ll~ zone time. 
cc h 10 19'" Ste8'l1'n'7 ~~ "'"f'or~· Lon:: .. -. d0te. ~,'~arc /, 4.:.... , <.1J.I..J....J..~::- .::\ .. , -': ... ,-,- ,~. 

:,'sreh 13, ii II 
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March 20, 1942. 

Stesmin,,: as before. 0230 Set clocks ahe3d ~ hOllr to zone pl11S 11 time. 

March 21, 1942. 

Steaming as before. 0548 Formed flleling disposition. 0804 Flleled 
frOin ]'eosho. 1549 Formed crllisilCC: di8posi tion llSV. 

r;Iarch 22, 1942. 

Stecoidn(' 88 before. 01.30 Set clocks fcheed ~ hOllr to zone plllS 10~ 
time. 1600 ~ormed crllisin". di sposi tion llS. 

hlar ch 23, 1942. 

Steaining 88 before. 1400 Carrier planes simllbted Luge scale attack 
on for m8 t ion. 

Ste8'1'iIl'~ a 8 'jefer e. 2100 Si"h ted San Frencisco ane 3'1g1ey be'~r in!" 
11+0 T, 8 m.iles. 

Ste:cc::ing as before. 0634 San :'T'ranciseo anl'.3ac1ey joined fornc.ation. 

1,;[Hch 26, 1942. 

Stea:r.in~ Cl s befoT e. 0500 Ind.i:onapol is, L:in::eepoli s, Phelps Gne ELlll 
left forf.1ation to condLlct tarc:et practice on hi ~h speed taTFet. 1200 
3:ntered Pearl Harbor, llloorin,~ alonf:'side Dewey in.iestlock, '1,'n,TIllnition 
was removed prior to going alonqside dock. 

"'elI' eh 27, 1942. 

)'oor eo a~l betor e. 1045 Entered drydock #2. 

lisI'en 28, 1942. 

Drydoc~pd ~s before. 

:">.r cn 29, 19/,2. 

Drydoc-kec as before. 

1820 Railro3o crane fell into drydock snl'. a"LEigel'. );:ort 810.e in 
ofn fireroom, cllttin;, allxiliry stea:1', line end tfcriw: a five 
hole in sic e. 

vicinity 
foot 

frY 
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March 31, 1942. 

Drydocked as before. 


