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Fromr . ' ;", : f,.- .co.DJDanp.lng Ottioer', 
'1'0 :; ,'. ( . ' Oonman4e:-U-Oh~et, U.S. Fleet, (Chief crt Naval 

Via : " ":'~'il!' 8P.:a:·A:~t!".~yer Sri~ .. ~on ONE; (ComTaakGroup 17 
. , ' 2 . QCllIJu.pder · Orl11aor Dil1.sioll SI4, . ,ComTaskGroup 17. ~ 

/. . 3 ComeM'or Cru1seratPuol1'io_Fleet, (ComTaskFo!'oe 1 
.~ · ... 4 .'l'he,. C .. ill.,dh101~, U,S • . Pac1:tic neet. 
" I. " ~ , ~ • ~ 

' .• ; .~ r ~ ,. .(<1 .,: .. ~ r ...... 

Subje~L .. . . Wi.th · J'aiiatlese J'otoe, May 8, 1942 in COl 
. . ' Sea, . I •• ', . ' . 
Rete~ellO . ", Ll' U . i'J7. ~eg\Ll.aU~, Art. 712 ru::d 874. 

• . ', )) OLl :: a01.~. let~l' 161;.1.-42. 
'''. {c) PHW13 o\'m1:. serial 067 01' lJay 15, 1942 • 

• .. ' . ....,.... "'" . .. '. . .' 

CA) Report . at ]becutl~' Ottlcer, U.S.B • .'PHEIPS. 
....... . ~. . 

, 

Enclosure: 
. _ ~.... . .' . 1" 'j.. '" ". • 

. 1. on, ·J4al 'S, ).942 this . veelsel was operating as a unit 
0'1' Taak Foroe :,,1 .14··the 90ra1 Sea 8.l'ea. The tleet axis was 3050 

and .prio)) to . the :&~8geaent (at 1052) coura~ was ohan~ed to 0250 

speed 20 kJlota . ... J'HHiI.P$ Q~'a,tion (referred to yhe axial was )000 
yards on tb. \ 8t botr<Lbo.'ot .LWNGTON (guide) and was lnterpos 
between U.s.~;"._~rDud·~i~ OA the .same circle; dista 
bet~en . 0; ' 1"8 was ·,1n . th ,o, t>rder ot ,12-1500 yards. 

. 1-. .. '! .'.. ~ ',' 'lJ ' '. .. 
\ #' ~ -,', '" f'",o; ~'t: .-:,."" ," '. ~. 

. . .. .. .. ........ " ~ ... "",- ... r ;c ', . ~ . 
2. .. ·Shtp'.'tM gollO to General, ~arters at 0943 in view 

01' the 6enerU¥'~ty :~~. eXistlna. l;J~Cl~-yaRlTOWN . atriking 
§roup was laundhect' . Ut~thi. ' time.' .j.t.1050' report .was received 
La.rge : group~Qt 'WirctOA .1tle.d ~cratt.bear1J'lg 0200 'I distant 68 
miles" ~ : . At 11.~4: l'ep:&~ : .. s':nc~l.,~: .,1,"In1tnty,· establishing air 
ore.tt~ a 8,. en.~ .. ..; .tqr~do ,plaJJe If 4c.cPJnp;..n1~d b~~1'Igliter 8, same 
bearing at ~5i mal'es,. , ~t ... l112 oh~A courae by s1mul taneous tIll 
to right t.O'r .la'"., t.~ ~e, ~) . knot, .~( '~~~..,.Vlind - S.E.). 

.. .~~.. ',": : . .n .f' ~. ' " ."(. ,. ., , '; ..., • ,. ': .. . ' 

.). <}::"~!~f~iU4~;1;;j~lt ;'n~~fpia~,s .,;;·\~ ~i~t~d by the shi 
coming 1p. :rut '.:fiOD1 DeAring ' (025 .T) . 6l~t; port 'bow I!.t an altitude 
est1.aiate~ ~~t ' ~QQ~.~lMt.1 .l.pl),roaall. ~', Jaade in long glide about 
30-35 degree.., trOll1 horizontal. . Certain enemy planes were be1ns 
engag e4 by . ~;'~ghtel' •• ;-~.:(: ~b.Ol1t 'U15 stLrtace un! ts opened tire. 
PHPLPS engage~\aqOh e~. planes .&S C.lI1~ ill range with 1.10 a.Dd 
20 M.!4.' batte~e.. · 'rwo~. ~7)8 partial. nelvo. were al80 tired. N 
gOod target. 'Were .~nlable ' to PBJD'S Ilt any time daring "the 
engagement - , tiL ~ 'were, ,high ,d·etl.o~lt)l1 f~hots at or outsIde 01' 
maximum ettectlve l'u.~ ot .l1t,oma~1:0, In,ayon.. . 

';'1 '. ~ .. 

4. .. 'the, engas~~:t l~ted '. apII~~1mately twenty minuteD 
during which .,t~me ,· -..ll".W1it.1f ma.neuYer~4' ~.alcelly, oonforming wit 
the carriere, to 'avoid terpe40e. and bClII1tie. 



~. OJ7ICJJR8" :mPOkT AJ"l'ER BATTLE OF 
COlUL', QA. Oli.nt' ,(I; :L942. .~, ,,'; , 
... ' ... - .1. ... 4o . .. 

1.- " ,At 094) the ship wen't to General.Qprters am set 
material condltlo.n ~DImP. At 10:L8 s18hted s"e on the horizon 
bearing 2050 T. AtA~l:lJ:,~eoe1·ved ,rord that en~ torpedo pla.oe. 
we re ooming 1A ~n.,~o~t bow. At 11JL5 the tleet opened tire on 
Japanese, planea "appzoaohlns 't"CIl. tur s'1de 01' tormat ion. About 
1120 the. LEXIN~,,_8 tilt by a bOlilb dropped ,trom a Japanese 
dive bolilberaad . .. :fi1'e started on her toreoastle. At 11)0 the 
T.E'lCTNGT(ti appeared :..to han e:rtlngu';ahed her tire. About 1135 
the member. of ' :t. ·, o'r~ ,ot gUll ' 24:' tatter port 20 M.ll.) sighted 

GrllllJ!lan t~teJC')~.ktJ1g a ol'a.h 'lAL11ding in water 4009 JUdi 
abeam to port aDllo ·,eported, t~ot to bridge and sky controli the 
PHEIC'S stOOd toward .the:, ~l'$Ae •. ,At, 1145 pJ,oked up' tbe pj,lot. 
Lleut'e11'$Jit ' fl 101 81"a«e, 'ttlohlr4 ·O:.·" Orommelin, 11.S. Buy, attach 
to U.S. S. · YORlt'l'arN tlght'iAg squadre,n. At 1347 set oondl tion n 
and material oog,d,lt 10.0 "BAlOIR". ' 

, 
.. .' o. .... 

2. During the aot1on tbe 20 MJY. and 1.10 b~tterie8 
took under:C1re.all, ene~ a1roratt COm1 DS Within range. 1'01' tho 
most put tew t.arget. ·pre8e~ted themsel v~s ' except a1ror~t whioh 
had oomp~ted tl?-eir Iltt,aqk; ~ t,.hen at longer ranges (over 1500 
yards). ; ~n 8e~eral the shoot1Jl8 or these batteriea wall aoourate 
and well disoip11ned. Reolipping 01' 20 MJd. ammunition during 
aoti on prooeede""/ r,ap1dlYi but 'more ,lIlIlgaziAe. than the eleht per 
gun now supp11e4; are .r~qu11'e4. ' ' , 

3. 
at torpedp 
of tire. ' 

The main battery • .'. ,able to t'ue only two salvos 
planes ~eo,"u8e 01' the ,presenoe or own shiJ8 in line 

, • • I, " 

\ . 
4. , . The W".ps did not e;p:pear to ha va be~n singled 

out for attaok ,.br, _,.·eliemy airoratt 9.nd reoelved no oaaualties 
either .to material or ' personnel. 

. ., .I " ~,~ :. '. •. 

5. 
orf 10 er s 8114 

The. performanoe ot du1i y under .tire of all the 
men 0 l' th1a 0 amna.n4. wa,s exoellent. 

6. 
vioinity 
forma no e 

. " , 

" EXdept tor e;oesslve ' lfibrat10n 01' the Slip in the 
ot th~ maQhUU¥ sp,aoee whltn, ,at h$.gh speeds the per­
ot the sh~p' : lD. actlon El'~poared to be satistaotory. 

',~" I "'~~a t' . 
~ , . '. : ..... '. '. Vsr.!~ · ' ii>l*ta · COo. -

, '. . B. n", a:s. TR_..,. ,. ' 
,,:~ , ".' ~ieutenan1;; CqJllll~.,r. u.S. Navy, 

~. ''': '\ 1\ "-:: ;;" .~~.~.~ .. : .~U~~i.e Otti eel'. 

ENCLOSm:! (A) TO ' Pe~f1e, sieHl! L;Jl'i1rR mn60/Al6-3 SERIAL t179) 
"of' "~y ?n .' lq1..2. "~:' ,-. '.' f. • _ 





. 
In Repl)' ~,$.~tBa ac:il1.t.DRON.~ PACIPIC PLBBT 
Jttfer To: ' , '. -r', 'J ~~ ,f." .... ..... +,~ ..... ) .... "_','; ..... \ :).6 . ..... 

. ~ • :. '" • , .( t.", '),. 

'I, ~ /' 

Al& .. .,... ·· '. '. 
Sel"bl:'~ tQQl.tO,h·i~~': ' 

Sub 3'cta 
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.Al6-3/ 
Serial (09) 

c~lm CRU:ISBE: DIVISION SIX 
, " ( 

05/kk 1 

_ mIFIED 1une 15, 1942. 

From: 

To: ' 
_ P, • 

• 

Via: 

Subject: 

1. 

C()lJD!!8nder Cruiser IliT1s1on Slx. 
(Commander Task a·roup 17.a) 

Th .... Oozmnender", in-Cll.let, U.8 • . Fleet. 
" (uhlet ot NaTal Clperatlo08) 

'" " ' (1) Commander Cruisle18, Pacifio Fleet. 
,. (Commander Te,ak l!'Ol"08 17) 
(2) The Commander-in-Chiet, U.S. Pacific ?leet. 

Engagement wlth Jal,anese :torce, lday 8, 1942 In 
Q01"al Sea. 

, , 

Forwarded. 

1/ ~'o../.l . b ,'-, 
T. c. KINKAID. 

, . 
- - - -- - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - . 

OIl'l'ED STATES; PAOmC J'LD'l' 

A16-3/( (1022N) ORUlSDS, i:l.OmO , :tLl!iE'!' (Boo 

, M.et~SIFIED JUlle 22, 1942. 
:. . 

!'rom: 
• 'To : 

Via : 

1. 

• 0;. ... I ' .~ ... , 

Oommander Oruilers, Paoifio :tleet. 
The ,Oommander-in-Q~Lef, U.S. !'leet • 
The Oonimander-l n-Ch:Ltf, V.S. Pacifio :t1eet. 

J'orwa 1"4ed. 


