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Re, Gulf War Burnlng Oil Well Emissions 

1 .,," in t'eCelpt "f yOI."" lett." .. of July :l1trl contail'llny the 1~ .. e."1. 
YtH'k Time.s al"cicle tith,d "High levels of Toxic Subst"nr:es ftnlnd 
HI I(ctwait 011 F'·H'e Smoke." 

1 b~c~me aware and cOllcerned about the t,azar~doulline5s of the 
wmissions when I fIrst saw news t~eports of the bur~ni"g oil wells. 
As to the emissions from burning oil, the greatest concern L. of 
, .. ~OUl'S" the c'yclic' comptHtnd$, and especH,lly tt,., C'at"CHto.genLt: 
pr,lycycl1c aromatic' tlyd,'ocal'bons. 1 am aston1st1e(j that at tIns 
late date that neither the EPA nor the Department of Defense ha. 
llIii:\de a ~L~LLt assessml?nt; of tt'H? smoke components. To collect data 
on only soot, cat'bon monoHide and dusts is POOt" science, canel PUOl" 
policy_ Scientific methods exist to fully ctlaracter~lze these 
emissions. 

The only reason that I c~n think of for not assessing the 
~missioTlS is ,to avoid gathering data. I believe that ttlere is a 
pat"o,llel between the exposltt'e of mi Ilta,'y and civi 11an pe,'sonnel 
to the oil well emi •• ions and previously, to Rgent Urange and 
other chemical warfare agent.. If there are no data, then it is 
easy for the government to deny or delay responsibility for those 
exposed. In order to assess the future health effects of exposed 
pEH"StHI!:t~ f'1_tll data si")c)uld ta·J obte::\ined. 

To my understanding, the EPR not only ha. the ab.lity to do 
tlazard assessment, but f~equently sets standards as tu how 
testing is to be accompl1shed. It is my understand1ng that a 
"lumber of other U. S. Goverrlmental agerlcies also have this 
~bility. 

I understand that several private groups are collectiT19 
QnvirDnm~ntal dataM In addit.on to National Toxic Campaign, I 



~@li~Y~ bn., g~~@np~.G~ ,. GDII~Rt&n~ d.'a on the oil well fire 
~ml.I~Dn.. It wuul~ b~ u.~ful to obtain copies of theIr studIes. 

1 Map~ tMII a'~Ru~.1on 1m of nDlp to you. Please keep me 
.ppr.i~~a a' thl 11tu.tlan. Tn. ~ciwnti'ic litDr.tur~ i& replete 
with in'tH'mai1,1[1 619 to till! .tiVIOI'~@ ~'ttHlt;§ Of all fl.>'11 OmUUI:Hli. 
Ndvl!r§~ ~rr.ctl upun l!~pa.l!d pwr.onnwl .r~ to bw _Mp.ctea. If 
you nQ~d this ~urt of lnform.iton, pl •• so let me know. 

/Jut. 


