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ez Gulf War Burning 0il Well Emigssions
Dear Mr. Lhrilstian,

L am in receipt of your letter of July L17th  containing the New
York Times article titled "High levels of Toxic Bubstances found
in Huwalt 011 Fire Smoke. "

1 Lecame aware and concerned about the hazardousness of tLthe
gmissions when I First saw news reports of the burning oil wells,
Mg to the emissions from burning oil, the greatest concern 1s of
wourse  the ocyclic compounds, and especially the carcinogenic
polyeyelic aromatic hydrocarbons. I am astonished that at this
late date that neither the EFRA nor the Department of Defense has
made & full assessment of the smoke components. To vollect data
on only soot, carborn monoxide and dusts is poor science, and poor
policy. Soientific methods exist to fully characterize these
emissions.

The only reason that I can think of for not assessing the
pmissions 1w Lo avoid gathering data. I believe that theres ils a
parallel between the exposuwre of military and civilian personnel
to the 0il well emissions and previouwsly, to Agent Urange and
othey chemical warfare agents. If there are no data, then 1t iy
gasy for the government to deny or delay responsibility for those
exposed. in order to assess the futuwre health effewts of expoused
persons, Full data should be obtained.

To my understanding, the EFA not only has  the ability to do
hazard assessment, but fFreguently sets standards as to how
testing 1is to pe accomplished. It is my understanding that a
numper  of opther L. S flovernmental agencies also have this
ability.

i understand that several private growps are collecting
gnvironmental dala. In addition to National Toxic Campaign, 1



helieve that Oreenpeace i3  collecting date on the o1l well fire
Ehlaeiing, 1t would be useful to obtain copies of their studies.

I Hope this disgussion  i#  of help to you Flease kKeep me
appraleed of the situation.  The peientific literature is replebe
with information as to the adverse effechs of oll Fire emissions.
Reverse eFFBECtS upun exposed personnel are to be enpaoted. If
you need this sort of informaiton, please let me know.

Janette L. Shevrman, M. D.
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