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Vietnam Ve,er.ns of Am.ric •. Ino. 
1224 AI S,,,,,,/, NW 
Wasnlngton. DC 20005·5183 

(~2) 628-2700 
(1102) e2B-5B80 fIX 

February 4, 1993 

Honorable Carol Browner, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. EPA Headquarters 
401 M St., SW (A-IOO) 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Browner: 

7033518508 P.02 

. 

This letter is intended to draw your immediate attention to an 
ill designed action about to be conslll'(DlI4ted with the apparent 
approval of the local EPA regional office which will have enduring 
environmental consequences of unknown proportions and duration. As 
we understand it, the Port Authority of New York and New Jer.ey is 
preparing to dredge New York Harbor. The materials dredged, 
however, contain Dioxin (TeDD) resulting from run off from the 
Superfund Diamond Alkali plant site in New Jersey. 

In filing for a permit to carry out dredging operations, the 
New York and New Jersey Port Authorities are intending to deposit 
contaminated materials in the Atlantic Ocean off the New Jersey 
coast in an area known as Mud Hole, It prime fishinq qround. we 
respectfully ask that you intervene directly and ilnmadiately to 
bring a halt to these planned operations at least until the public 
heal th consequenoes of this planned action can be more fully 
assessed. 

As an organization of veterans many of whom were heavily 
exposed to dioxin in Vietnam and elsewhere as a result of military 
use of Agent Orange and other toxiC herbicides containinq dioxin, 
we speak to this issue of New York/New Jersey Port Authority plans 
with obvious interest and considerable authority. Over the course 
of the last 12 years we have observed a deeply troublinq trend in 
federal policy designed to mollify the interests of chemical and 
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other industries at the expense of pu~l1c health and safety where 

the topic of dioxin toxicity levels is concerned. Your direct and 

immediate intercession on this matter as one of the first steps 

taken in your tenure as EPA Administrator would be seen as both a 

refreshing and bold departure from ~usiness as usual in 

environmental policy. 
Sincerely, 

4 ....... ~L:i~ ___ ~ /2 
~~ James L.~~~. ~ . 

National President . 

ee: John Greco, New York State Council President 
Gary Wall, New Jersey State Council President 

Attachments 
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FROM : JT GRECQ,UUA-NY STATE COUNCIL PHONE NO. : 516 925 1332 

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 
NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL .. 

YICt PREStOEHT 
Joto, FtoibGIV- II 

PlIll Epn, Exeeutive Director 
Vietnam Veterlaa or America 
1224 M Street, NW 
~Il. DC 20005·5183 

~ . 

IICII(T AllY 
Hwry Sd\HItr 

TREASURER 
WiIIm D. Newcomb 

DIITJIIaT DlRlCTDRI 
GrlnlCoaI. 
80"1' w..; .. bondor GtIg"',_na 
RoseIIIAIy E. WI~IOITI' 

AB8OC1ATE UAl80N 
Nancy S. Swlizor 

We 111'$ .'lldifl8you thilll~ to Inform you ofth' intohnbl. 
.itwmoll ihAt ill ocC!IIITUis in the New York. New Jene,. Area. 

'I'b. Port AIIthorit)t ofNow Yark II1d Ntw J~ is preparina tc 
dredge !be New York Harbor 8IId ball filed a pemlit to do BO. 'The problem 
i. that the •• dlmellt orlbe harbor oODtairul Dioxin (TCDD) wtlioh by all 
IncllcmOJlll Ur I1lIl ofFtram the Dillll\DDd Alkali pllllll: in New lerny (which 
i. 1ft EPA Suptrftmd Site). 'Ihe petmit oatl. for tho BedimeDt to bit dumped 
ill !hi! AllIIILlil: O\:ellU II! II. priul" 1i1lhh'i 81'0111111 known till Ihl! Mud Hulll 
wbiah II .Ix milo. CI!!tbc New JCI'IIe)' Sbbrc. 

At Vietnam Velerans we can not Itllld by and allow Ihi~ OQean 
. dumpill8 to occur. We, as the molt expo •• d _esment ortho population must 

Dot IItImd idly by and allow Ib, introduotfon Into the water and food chain of 
thill molt tollic of all RbltBDc ••. W. reco,.uze th. n'$d to dredgfl the 
harbor, but we allO muat live up to our taapQlllibUity to protect those who 
do DOt UDdItr'ltllnd the COIlHqueDC" ofthUr agtion. 

'!he Port AuIhority" OWl!. ttwIy Oft "remedillion of sedimonts" 
Ipollllored by R.utaer. 'C'nlvtrally lAd 1he Port AUlbority ot'N6W YorlrlNtw 
l'mey C2l1s for a "fin. seal, ~OD or Hclimeol8 II II. prc:requi.ite 
fbr D1IDI8iDs dreds' material lnN.wYorkHarbor area." 

w. te.l tfud not ouly muIt Ihi. IIudy be dODe, but tlud EPA muel 
Inture tbIt flo Superilmd c:101111lP orDIamoDd Alkali IDUIIt ~Iudo the 
Dioxin in thl! harbor BEPOlUt clredslul caD boFD IIIId tlud an altcnlltivo to 
ocem clIaponlllllllt be foUDd. 

d
X~~AmmiC' 
Joha T. 0, ident 
VV A NY Stile Council 

P02 
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FROM: 1T c;RECO,UUl=i-NY STATE COUNCIL PHONE NO. : 516 825 1332 P03 

~ClIU!TA/IT 

"-" Iid1IIIItr 

11I~ 
_ D. NIIWcomb 

DllTIIICT DllllCTOIIt 
omc­..,.,HIiobI. 
BnIg ...... nlno 
~Ii.Wi ..... 

All8CClAT! UAI80H 
Noncys._ 

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 
NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL 

PRESS RELEASE 

At ameetins oftheNewJmey s\s&e Couacil. Vieblam Vetmw of 
America, Inc. on Suadar • .T8IIlIBr)' 17, a _liOD _ Ulltlllimously paued to 
join the fisbt aaaiIIIt tilt ooean dumpilla ofOioxin oontamlnato<llludp frOIl). 

Newark BIlY. 'lb. mAtion pva the lIIdbority to the Stlitt COUAOU to tllke oay 
. IIIIIi all _02lIl !bat tbe)r IIIII¥ cS.emll.o.nmy to prwnt Dioxin 

oonfamjnatloc £oom IIf!'totiDs oIb.r pntl'llliOlUl 

'!he UlOUon wu imtuedialety jolued by IhD New Yurk S~ clllll1llil. 
Viatn.m Veta _ of Am.nc .. me. who'. OfSoetI were in attendaDoe III the 
meeIina In N_ It1'III)'. 

ft. Pn,idlm1 uribe Nllw York SIMi" COllDllil • .Tulm Cbcll lIIId the President 
oflllo New Jer • .,. Stlte COIIIICIl • OIl')' Wall, iaicljolntly: "l'bt New 
York _ New Jerley State C01IIICllai will DDt stand Idly by while lDoiher 

ptIInItiOll is expo.ad to Dloxm.. W .. u VittDam VetttaDI. Know all to 
weU 1be 1lever8 health Impaat IIld birth defeotB O&UlI,d by expowre to 
DloxifllJ1 Vietnam. 'I11trt I. Iittl. WI CIIIIl do to ~err. our own txpOIUl't. 

bill we IIW1l • tI".,.thIus ba WI' pow,," to pno""*,, "'~IH' allllel'll.lCXI &om 
experienchJa the advm. health .met. caused by Dioxin in th. thod chain 
and W9tt1r. 

tor the PrnicLml utlb. New Yode St.tB cOllllclt 
Vim. VttenDI or .Ammoa: 
DebortbPI.Yl. 
Public ABIdn omollJ' 

NY SC Prelidlllll 
JohlI T. Gruo 

Voioe 
Fax 

NJ state Preatdcnt 
GaryWlIll 

TOTAL P.05 


