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T. TiC LIR, Lrtillery and iR&, flre support was used extensively#through~
out the entire oPeration. mnglneer support wés divected pr marily in-
preparation end improvemaent of PA/LA'B. air Caveley . prov1d 4 svipport
‘ih the operatlonal ares on-a mission tyge hasls soreening greas of
interest both to the pattelion end brigads, Coitinuous pafhfinder.

~8g618tance  was used An the dontrol of eireraft in the ¥z ‘fﬁa. o
Alr ghpport wﬁsmuged on prephanned, immedlqte éhd aecond§f‘

g missions
throughout the Gp?ratlon. N !L;:._:: -

84 CINGE Int&lli jenpe Bources revealed elements of?the 840+ VMNG

: i%risj;oﬁ',"uniﬂen-bifiea support units such ae’ %mnspar’sa‘f’oion, quaTHEHG

naster, ammuinition,” mbdi&ai, ‘ghd’ taotidal foroys’ up b0 regimental 'size,

a6 well as an undentified .iih Bn, were believed te be located 1n1%hg
-area of interest.;h ,

'sightinga wexze reported, ﬁhw i
eigntga by the 1/9 Aerial o

1130 ourss  The V& weme axm’
at lead aiﬂqr



te

AVCIC-CO | 23 March 1966
SUBJEOT1 Combat Operations after hotion Report (m.cv/acs/.ra/;a)

On the second day, 14 Mar 66 still no ocontact wns made. 4
total of 25 sightings were reported. The mosh notable being five
(5) VC dressed in khaki uniforms reported by Co € at 1200 hours
(Coexrd BR 652901), who ran inte bunker. artillery and Al&»‘ﬂ werse
called in and the burker wes destroyed., Hesulis are unknowle EL
141652 hours, BR 628908 Ce C reported one (1) VO in khaki uniform.
Organio mortars were used, resulting in one VC KTl {Sea Imeol 2) "
During the entire period of the 8 day oparation X0 0lose oontaot was
made. :

The weather during the operation was favorable for airmobilé -
operations, with the exoeption of early morning and latve’ evenins hours
when hegvy ground fog settled around the lowlands. The terrain in®
the operational area provided exeellent cever: and eoncesiment to &
ground forse. Ope (1) large landing zone (Lo T-RZN BR 480027) was
used during the operations The L2 was large enough to aconmmodate
12-24 helioopters. With few exgeptions other small Li's were SBEY
to looate and easily aooessabla. (ee Inol # 6). ' ‘ '

bearoh and destroy operations in the area revealed nunterous trails
and fortificstions. ({See Incl i 1 thru 5) Two (2) platoon size oemp-
sites were disoovered by Co C on. 14 March (see Inel # 2) indiduting
rooent use, i.e., fresnly oooked. riee,; which indicated the ememy had
moved eut just prior to our arrival.. There were no indioations of &8
a lerge enemy force operating in the Battalion uORe - \ 3
Intelligenoce ngenoies availeble te .the Bpttelion during ihe
operation were as followst 1) 1/9 Cav Soous Team '
3 man RRU Team:
- L<19 Pay wer Brmadosst - dnd Luaflet

SLuR/IR coverage

idr Foree Fhoto Cwerage (Of initidl
. arva of operation)

48 hour weather forecasts

3
4
5
6
7 \
8) 1bW Toem (Bde level) -

R N i o \..,.«

Personnel and "equipmen’s losses for the n’er*io,o.- are as follows}

KIa (8C)  KIa (@sD) - ML (B97) - YOG - ¥GS:  WBNS -
e e R

©° 0 - 0

E;g}ﬁ Dh..aTJ.{QYhD

9,500 Tbs

WATER .BUFFALO D.Ea oTROYbD

35

LY larga £1018 of seeded pun:ji stokes were d.isoovered. in. the
vio of AREA RuD, (BR 616865) whioh hampered grownd nonament and re-
sulted in & OOnsiderable number of injuries.

In sumaxy both battalion TAOR's du.ring Opeqra'bion J I BONIE ap=
posred to have been eccupled at some time by VC or NVa units. Resupply
points,: oaches, major thorough-fare trails londi,ng NW=-58 dircctionsy .
anti-helibogne and punji stakes were predeminates throughout the area,
but no substontial onemy personnel were found,  intelligenos souroes
revealod significant activity in the TAOR prior to the exeoution of
JIM BOWIE, In light of the numerous VC/NVA logiistioal #ites and lack
of training/opomtional bases in the TAOR, analysis of the bexxain from
the Cambodian border to the South China’ Saa, and review of paa’t heavy"
eng gements in-the Bong Son arem and tho Cnmbodian border, it is folt
thot these two TAOR's are looated on. 8 major infiltratlon/exfilﬁra‘bion
route wei into RVN, | , ,

" . - .
. |
pak e W L ficy

One (1) Mohowk aeft for reoon/photo nu.ssion



AVCIC-CO 23 March 1966
SUBJECT: Combdi Operatlons After Action ‘Report (MACV/RGb/JE/BE)

9.

10.

11.

The TaCR nppenrs to be a rest haven nlong the suspected route. bLAE/IR
activities were the only ineffective agenoy duc to poor weathor ocone
ditionss The’ importanoc of SLAR/IR actiyity will be stressed on future
oporatione beoause of the immediate tacticul intelligenoe 1t produces.
Communioation seourity violations were noted throughout the operatim

end ore belng giten speclal emphasis and command attentlon at ﬁhis lavel.

MISSION: 1/8 Cﬂvalry ‘executed air asscult operations. imto a951gned

seotors to donduct searoh and destroy 0peratlons throughout the 5531gned
seotor.

CONCEPT OF.OPERATIONQ "Bo nnlng lBlOE)Mar 66, 1/8 Cav oonduoted an air
agsault into LZ COLUMBUS %1R 653868), to seoure and establish a battalion
base of operations and conduct soarch and dastroy operations into L3
CUSSEITA %BR 627897 ) and to sccure and esteblish ambush and blooklng
poaitlons along the suapeoted rotites of enemy wlthdrawal. )
EXECUTIONS  Comenoing 131000 Mar 66, 1/8 Cav exeouted an air assnult
into position COLUMBUS with B 1/8 preceded by a TAC 4ir strike und ARA
prepurations COLUMBUS was secured with negative enemy contnot.
Imnediately following this assault C 1/8 was air assaulted into LZ-
CUSSET T4 again preceded by Tal Adlr and 4Ra preparatlons. CUSSETTAL was
also sooured with negotive enemy ocontaots Upon 6losing into CUSSITA
C 1/8 conducted séarch and destroy operations throughout the immediate
area snd esteblished ambush and blooking positionsg by 16810 hours. The

“Bn (-) 6loaed L3 COLUMBUS at 1250 hours. 4t 1325 hours companies s and

B began thdir searoh and destroy operations towards srea R&D (BR 620860 ),
Nogative enemy oontact was made during the day and both ooupanies olosed
into separate defensive positions for the mighthe .. aottve H& I -

program,was eonducted during the hours of derkness with both mortars
and artillery.

’ Uommenclng 140730 $he Battalion oontinued the search and destroy
operations with 4 and B continuing in axea RED and € around Objeotive-
CUSSETT 4, Two TuC air strikes were oonducted in area RED during the
deays Various edmp sites were discovered throughout the Battalion seoter
renging from platoon size to compeny size with a few rioe-osohes found
and destroyed. OUnly two sightings of the enemy were made during the day
and mortar and artillery wes oalled in on the target- as 1t was out ef
ronge of emell arms. The'oompanies agein set up blocking and ambush
positiona for the nlght. in uctlve H & I program was executed durlng
the nlght. ' ' . o

Boglnnlng 150730 the Batt“llon oontlnued the seﬁroh nnd destroy
tperations. 4% 1010 hours the AT Platoon air assaulted into:LZ ROPE.
(BR 614870) to seoure it for the landing of 4'1/8 in CH47 airorafts
At 1015 hours & 1/8 was extracted from a PZ (BR 627858) in area RuD by
CH47 and air lifted to L4 RUPE to continue search and destroy operations.-
toward objective CUBSHDLLe . Upon “.1/8 oltsing L% RURL the uT:Platoon
wasg returned to position. COLUMBUS. 4t 1500 hours Companies i dnd Bwete
air lifted from selected Pi's to LZ TRIGGuR (BR 645685) where. thayﬁwnre
Joined with their. meortar platoons and- establiahed A’ two- company perimeter
for the night and prepared for further operations. 4ll elements olosed
into L3 TRIGGHR by 1710 ‘hourss - Négﬁtive ‘erigmy oontaot was made during
the operatlona. 5: notive H & I progrqm vag oontlnued during—the hlght.

Gommenolng 160807 Mo B 1/8 g0 1/8 pegan thoeir searoh and dsstroy
eperatlons in the northery ‘seotor and the Reoén.Platoon in sevwtor araund
position COLUMBUS, 4 1/8 was hold at position TRIGGER;&& a-regerve  foree
for 1/12 Cav 1f committed. - TuC iir strikes were oondusted in eector, on
suspooted tewgot areas. Wegative enemy contact was made during the'
operations and Companies -B-and C were air 1lifted beck to:positior UULUMBUS
sterting at 1600 hours - 4ll elemsnts hed cloaei 00LUBUS :at 1750 hours
and- the Battalion establlshad a parimeter defenae of L&'s TRIGGER and

_ COLUMBUS.= The H & I program wag: oontlnued durlng the nlght.

SR IR th R T

LRSI

R




AVCICCO | | 23 Hnroh 1966
SUBJECT: Combnt Oper-tions .ugter iction Report (14..0V/RCo/J3/32)

12.

13.

The Battalion continued to securo position COLUMBUS on the morning -
6f 17 Mar ond prepared to conduct an gir.asssult into LZ TuRAN (BR #484073)
to secure for the Brigsde and Battalion.base of oporations. Conmerioing
at 1300 the Bittalion oxeouted the assault on TaRZAN with C 1/6 loading
the assault.: L3 TARZAN was seoured with negative enemy oontaot. "The
assault was precuded by TAC Adr and’ ARA preparations. The Battalion
olessod into TARZAN a% 1651 hours. The Bettelion immediately established -
e porimeter defoense and oonduoted a '"Mad Minute" firing around  the entiro
perimetor. H & I fires were conduoted during the night end negative
enomy contact was made during the operations : o

On 18 and 19 Mar the Bpttelion continued to secure position TARZAN -
and conduoted only local security patrols withln tho area ef operatlon.. -
Nogative enemy contact was madc, ‘tho "Mad tinute" was fired at 0630
and 1845 hours and H & I fires wors conducted during the nights

On 20 Mar the Bat%aliop oontinue&‘the mission of soouring pesition
TaRZAN, At 0900 hours Lt Col Levin B, Broughton essumed command of the

‘Battalion 4s Lt Col Kenneth D, dartel departed the Battellon to assume

duties as Deputy Comander of the lst airborne Brigede, The Division:
Commander, Generel Harry W, O Kipnard, accopted the Battalion Colers

from tho deperting commander and then prosented them to the new comsandeTs

Comnenoing’ 210630 Tocal sesurity patrols were dispatched as the
Battalion oontinued to secure position TiRZAN, WNegative enomy conw ot
wag made during the oporations, Beginning 1227 hours the first olementa
of the Battalion started their return to 4n Khe. when approximately
75% of the Battallon had closed inte tho base:cemp the operation was . -

‘oeased until tho artillery and soout elements could depart TaRZaN, .

Tho last Extraction of the sabtalion began at 2000 hours and last elements
of the Battalion closed into L2 MUSLANG at 2030 hours. S e

RESULDS: )

be Friendly Foroes - .Total 85 (Punji wounds - 58, other 27) &= -~ %
0. .US equipment destroygd during operation ~ None R
do Hyts/structuras destroyed « 53 L

es Rioe destroyed =~ 9,500 lba o

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTARS: B

e d

" 8 "Resupply was effeoted with no difficulty due to”thaufa6t that °

adequate support was available and adequate airoraft was available
for support. ' - P ‘ : ' ' :

" be Tho only resupply problem éhcduntered was the“labk Sf mediun eized

fatigues, a problem in oxistence for approximately 1% months. This
will shortly reach the oritical stags. . Lo

ce Modical eveouastion was ne problem during this operations -4ll:medical
‘avacuation was done during deylight. ' T

de. 4 .CH4T was used to resupply a riflo coupeny on 14 Méfﬂﬁé at 1900 -

‘hours, No LZ was available and tho foliage was approximately 150 £t
highs The internal wench wes used tQ lower the resupplies into the
" dompany base. This worked very welj: snd the slifig was received
leaving no hoavy equipment for the wmit to oarrys. The problehs en-
oountored wore tho menhendling of the supplies oud of the airoraft,
the walght limitations of the weneh and sapplies falling from the
~ 'sling while. being lowered due to thg Hurbulende oaused by the rotor .
- downwesh. In spite of these problewms, this method shoudd be considered
- whén 7o L2'e are aveilable and the height ‘'of the junglé ognopy pre-

oludes dropping from & heliocopter,

R



AVOIO-00 | " 23% March 66
SUBJECLs Cembat Oporations Aftor sotion Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32) :

14 COMMAIDERS ANALYSIS:

as The operatien was & success even though very little cnemy contact
was made. Many cpohes of rice werc deetrbyed and much was gal ned
from the training it afforded thus allowing the newly arrived por-
sonriel get a better orientation into air assault operationse

b Til air was uded éiﬁeﬁaiveiwatﬁrbﬁghdﬁt_ﬂhe.0pera%ion (33 sor-
tica)s The availability of TAC air was highly satisfaotorily. '

ce Alr Cavelry was dsed affep%iyeiy_to,soreen to the front flanks

end rear of olements and afforded the units a bettor ohance at lo-
cating tergets which might have otherwige boon by-passeds

de Artillery was used extensively throughout the opertition and es-
peoially the 4Ras in that some of the L78 webo not within range
of the conventional artillery. :

0. lingineers support was used extensively for the preparation and
‘improvement of PZ/LZS. The Bulldozer assistod greatly in levelw-
ing off helipads on the tops of the ridges.

f. Pathfinders were again used to the maximum in controlling tho air
traffic in conjuctiém with the supporting artillexy firing going
on almost constantly. '

g+ Mod Bvac was used ¥eoth with the conventional Med Bvao ship and
using the CHA7 with the baskot. Med Jvec on this operation was
tho most improved support and wes outstanding in their quick rcs-
PONSEE. ' ' {

he Photo ooverage of LZs was used on this operation and greatly as-
sisted in plnmming for the air assaults.

15, COMMANDERS RECOMMSNDATTONS:

fe  The continued attachment of enginoer and pathfindor clemenis to
the infentry battalions.

b. Thot moro emphnasis bo placod on finding the cnemy gso that the 71
fontry can close with and destroy theme

cs That aerisl phofography be usecd nore for recon snd planning and
thrt the rcaotion time for obtaining a photo be reduced to the
minimum, proferably four hours if pos:sible.

-y
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LiVIN B, BROUGHTON
Lt Col, Infantry
Commandimg -



D  INTEL OVERLAY 13 Mex 66

g
s
R

1300 Soout acft recd AW fire (ARA
gtruck TGTA 1300, Rosunk-also roe-
quest AIR) at coord 616855

A

o] ' .
1215 30 Water Buffalo sited by Co C, Fixor
1315 Seouts rpts numerous to dostroy (5 to 10 killed 1240 hrs.)at
pungi stakes at coord 629858 ccgqfrd 6256887
. ’; .0 1130 5 VC w/MG sighted by Devil 5
1805 Fixer White sitodD” .Acft fired upon, at coord 629891

2 pors in black pi's ‘
Recon by fire - o=~ :
sults unknown at cocord 617680

1030 2 #lephants <0 - 47280 ¥ixer Rod rec'd

sited by skippers at coord 641885 P fire- Co C notified

. . . : Fixor White crecidiy, (3t 1500
ft) Single Shoi- o1 Acft hit et coo:

o - ) Qx 655945
1115 1.ACIT recleved fire 1325 Scouts repts
at coord 650900 nuierous punji stakes §
: at coord 629858 v

1700 80 pors dressed in
Black PJ's, packs some in
uniform-moving last. Rept?d
by Rich Patron at coord
665945

ok
cb 4+

Inclosure #, o Combet Operetions After Action Repoxt, &td 23 Mar 66




INTEL OVERLAY 14 MAR €6
1/8 CAV

(1) 0815 10 wator buffalo sighted by 52 on recon,
coord 630857, no action taken. : '

(2) 1040 Co C found rocent VO plat size camp sito,
cooking utensiles, 500 punji stakom.

(3) 1130 Co C found 3000 1bs ricc, some in containers,
some documents, 45 water gourds. Rice and gourds
degtroyeds Doc to be evacs 4loo found camp gito
goric genoral eres posgible company size - dogtroyod.

T (4) 1200 5 pers sighted by Co.€ coord 632901 - pers ren
N into bunker, khaki uniform. Village samo locations
' : Lrty callod to firo on bunkors Co C to take villago
w-%~,, (5) 1207 Co 4 rpt 6 water buffalo sighted coord 633857«
Destroyod at 1300 hours.

(6) 1235 Co C found fresh cooked rice coord 632897, dest.

& 18

16 @0 17 X 23
9094 1w Q2 | 1%
: 6
.' 30 @4

(7) 1320 Co 4 found troils running N-S, well used
’ ooord 628856, ' '
(8) 1321 camp fires and trails in-village ooord 645855
(9) 1325 burned out camp site w/punji stakes coord 624858
10) 1330 concealed cave about 3 £t in dianeter
11) 1330 3 huts coord 625867 '
12) 1330 12 huts coord 629871
13} 1335 1 hut w/trails coord 625872 :
14) 1340 well used treils NE - SW along ridgeline coord 628872
15) 1341 6 bunkers being checked by Co A coord 625855
16) 1345 1 large hut possible bunker wnder hut coord 618879
%17 1450 punji stakes throughout ares coord 627864
18) 1500 village of 10 huts w/bunker and 1 trench w/two
__— villeges running N - S, coord 600855. : .
(19) 1632 1 nan in khaki wniform,coord 628908, checking by ¥
Co €, Later rept'd 1 VC killed by obr firc. ‘xb"*'”
‘ : =~

13

Inclosurs 2, to Conbat Operatiens .Aftep Action Report, dtd 25 Mor 66,
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INTEL OVERLAY POR 15 MAR 66
1/8 CAV

1410 Co A rpts 4 huts 618881 déstroyed

0700 coords. 623866 & 623867 }

destreyed 1500 1bs rice &t ‘} o~

each loeation ~,. O : \ ) Lo
o 0910 Co € found and destroyed

0845 Co B deetroyed 4000 1lbs : 17 water buffalo coord 633896

coord 631867 - 5~O o & smgll amount of rica.
SR o 2 - 1200 Co C found 1 hut &
onsll gty of rice (dest)

1520 4. Lg elophents sighted by - - . - co0rd)637907
1/9 Cav moving SW, 4 KIA : Lo
ooord 641881 ~—— 1\_—'-—» o S 330 Co C deost
' / < 20 wator buffalo
1315 Ce C rpt anti-~heliborne atalces / '?/ _ coord 643908 '
8 -~ 10 £+ and principle treile _ o :
N-S coord 642900 : L o o
e o
S« L
P " 1700 Co C found well used trails

.. nunmerous punjis around treil,
also ricé cache & fresh foot~
pr:..nts on tra:x.la coord 653899

Inclosure # 3, to Coribat Oialéra.ﬁiona Aftor _-dllc}‘.ft"._i{c:::n_‘;l?.eport', dtd 23 Mer 66,

cohets




INTEL OV:RLAY 16 Mar 65

1/8 Cav
v —:[
b |
0950-651899-64T697
Co C Rpte anti helib rno
stekes along B~V trail
1300-634892 Co C Rpts N 1040651894 Co B destroy 1 hut
plet oize area I-W trail ,.15 snd bundles of pungi stakes
w/mmerous B traps, not ~ 4“lf
recoently used, , 1010=654832 Co C Rpts anti
“n - heliborne stajes {dostroy)
Lo L0 (o X il |
O
/ 2" 1330-652689 scout Rpts

new village w/1-8 huts
1150 643892 Co C Rpte finding
plat size area w/huts, watoh tower,
100 1bs rice (all destroy)

Tnclosure # 4, to Combat Operstions After Action Report, dtd 23 Mar €6



é’f - TRAILS OVERLAY 15 MiR 66

1/8 C4V

(1)
(2)

(3) .

(4)

/®

f \ ~A—-Punji dostroyed
i ’ :

13} S Punji ‘stakes destroycd

4-5 huts <l

abendoned

N-S trail slong stroam, having nunorous spaller trails leading E-W,.
Trail woll used, but not recently. 1% - 2 £t wide, MNumorous
wnoccupiod huts dot pathway. .

Both treil notworks wcll uscd, but not rocently. Lppréx. 8« 14 - 2 £%
wide. Follows gonoral strean bed 14" goge over ridgolino ﬁ"‘. '
Principle trail network wide onough for 1 nen,

well used end frosh footprints found. : 67

Mojor trail onc man wide. Numorous punji stakes, woll usod.

Lppearcd to havo baon used recontly.

/ % @ -1~ Dead clépha.nt deconposed -

Inclosure # 5, to Combat Operation A.ftei‘ hLotion. Roport, dtd 23 Mar 66,



12 OVERLAY (TH1D)

o e

(312 -~ 24 -
oRice Paddy -

(,r"12-24

Rice Pa.ddy

N 12 -24

™ Open Rice Paddy

o

.Inoi—_é.aure--# 6, to Combat Operations -Arf'her hotim Report, dtd 23‘.‘1%‘1_' 664, |
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13 Marsh 1966

7.0 ATR: .
0910-0919 BR 660860
0923-0930 BR 652859
1038-1644 BR 639896

LRTY:
295 rds

ARG
787 rds
14 March 1966
T.C u.IR:
®900-0915 DR 620883
1425-1440 BR 610860
. 1757-=181C BR 615860

LRTY:
297 rds

ARALt
80 rde

15 March 1966

7.0 4IRs

1015-1023 BR 66089
1030-1035 BR 6485065

LRTY
1154 rds

ARiy
80 rds

16 Mareh':1966

7.0 LIR: .,
104241047 /BR ‘663870
110081115 HER 65092
1245-1237 - BR 863670
LRTY:
01 rds

. O
BN

R4 S0i

e

LiRY

Sy
WL

17 Maroh 1966

T.0 LIR:

1240-1250

1645=1700
1705-1720

.T‘BS 484080
BS 476053
BS 500074

ALRTYs
128 rds

N
113 rds

18 Moexrch 1966

T.‘.a.c -L\-I.R‘
1045-1059 BS 438075

LRTY s
517 rds

19 Moxoh 14966

LRTY
102 rds

ARAe
80 rds

TOTLLS:

T.C 4LIRs REC.E's
15 strikes = 33 sortiocs

4RTY
2474 rds

LR4t
1140 rds

-

Tnolosure T, to” Corbet Oporations Aftor iotion Report dtd 23 Max 66
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Inclosurc 9, to Coubat Oporations aftor dcticon Roport dtd 23 Mar 66 _
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| 17 MARCH 64
G“L—LZ TARZAN
A o

TRIGGER

L7 Col.(3)

o\ .
Alo L

. Inclosurc 10, to Lombat Opcration after dotion Roport dtd 23 Mar 66




20 MRRCH 66

LZ TARRZAN -~

21 MAReH

AL
TRRZAN

’o Co D ’5:9/7;?4#

2lpa
30@05

%&Agf;{? |

( ) S
RAvCLIFFE

Inolosurc 11, to Combat Oporation siftcr sotion Roport dtd 23 Mar 66



