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1st AirbOrne' Brigade 
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JsPOUS Foroes 96490' 

1. N.4MJ!i AND TyPE 9'fERIi.T ION I 

a. Name I CRAZY HORSE 
b. Type I Searoh and Destroy 

2. ME OJ!!' OPPIONI 201300 May. 051836 June 66 
, " 

3. LOOATION, Referenoe, Map, Vietnam 1150,900 Sheets 6753 I and II. 

4. COMMll.,NDHEIlDQUARrERSI 1st Urborne Brigade 

5. REPORTING OFFIOE);l.: Lt Col Levin B. Broughton 

6. TASK ORGANI%}TION: 

A liS 

C 1/8 

Bi:/~ 

D H 1/8 

Bn Control 
Reeon Plat 1/1,1 
Pathfinder Tm 
RRU Team 

1. Tao Air and 'lIllawere used extllnsivelY ,in 010SIl' comb&tsuppon rcles; 
"(hen contact,'waa rotde with theen~~Air Cava:lryw/BIS, used;'iSpallingly 
eaeh day at'first light and last light to soreen throughoutthilBn ' 
seotor aM when. contactws.s made to try to looate routes ofw-ithdrawal 
of the enem;f. ' , , " " 

8. INTELLIGlllNt5l!l1~;t\lJ"UgenQS reports rec~iva4thr6ughvarioussources re­
vealedl ti\fiti;:Wia~~,V9/NV"" tUlits cperatillg it) thsBde AO in ,the vic ' 
BR 691q'8\'{~·1~'Y). Fi;t'st~sportso~,19!20May by oth~r13de ele­
niilnts alr~ady ip.:~o~!ta.(\1ij,:, ~ndica.te~ thef;\1t'em:r "fasor ple.to~nsize. 
Later reports' on the 'mornfiigof 20 May ; revel£led possiblYabri.tteiLi6n 
eize enem;v force ,hail" beeneriQ\'Wl~ere,d~ ,'.\'he"l/I,I,.c~v ~sc~tted on the 
afternoon of20I'iay to relieve '1ih~ 2/12q~v'at'J:jZ:HO~il{mt 69:;632). 

~ ., ", ." , ',~ ,': 

on. 210100 May atLZ H;ORSE, 's~(iur:ity eJ.'ll!lel[n, reG4l1.ved 
1;I.~ip'ell" f:l,re from the SW. ' 'Co mruie'-lit~~eil, t,01II!!.l'fi 'of the ' 

of:&iZ 
. '1Csrt±»Eti. 

m"·'.' ,"."'.',P""~ :a,tl liJ.Ieili 'between 
"~ei~~1e'd to be 
'~~a.'swept 

,.: ;COpll.'trol 
"~I4~;,'b:~~~,~I~lJ!;l~$'il!i;'n,( ')"'0 '-ar and' \'\l ' "''',' , 

,:::g;: ',-- :<1.',: ' ;-; '~: I\J~~ 

" i ,:' J :'\ -{,,::"J~,,~ -'; 'J ~ 
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SUBJECT I Oombat Operations il.t:ter Aotion Rep~t (MACV/ROS/J}/}2) 

umed with JiX-47 SMa's. 1 VO KLl. (BO) and 1 va KII. (EST). At about 
the same time B 00 engaged an estima.ted re-info;?/Jed VO oompany with heaVY 
weapons vio 710635 (see Inol #1, sketoh of battle area). Heavy fighting 
oontinued throughout" the afternoon and night whioh lasted to about 
O?oO ho1,!X's, 22, ~ 1969, •. ~Po;z:1;lI~rey-eal!ild that the VC were well. ~'in, 
disoipltne?-, utiJliAUl8",l:\~,a1iy aJ,1toll\~t'£o ~a.pons,a nd had excellent supp;hies 
and mQl'I'ole~' (lallt#6d' dOolUn,e'n'te" t~OIll dead.·VC personnel identified the , 
uni'jlll 9Q!;In~ed ali!' the'ethBa'!;1;e.1ioll., 22:il,dNVA Regt (.Ill(J.1 'QUYl11r TAM), 
61(,) Division (Al{AlflAO Y~)'" ~tillety waf! c!,-lled in late on 21 May 
&r)d, d1.lX'i,~the, mQ~ipg frt 2~. Ma:y.:s Co :repprted 30 VC KIt.. (:SO)" 18 VC> 
KIA (l!5T), ~d19' va wn (EST) •. 211500 May Ill/8patrol enoountered 2 VC 
~gging ~ong a well def~i:t!;ld trail. ,vic 694644 •.. ,1 VO WIA (EST). 21173e 
D 178 patrol killed 1 va , (Be )Vio 68#29 on a trail. ,VC was wearing .. 
khaki uniform with a paok ald M79 bandoleer. During the night of 21-22 
Me.v. Il +/8 p~trol found 5 VO bodies in bunks:J:'s vic, 687637. All VO ha,d 
kb,l!l!:irai'n jackets a.nd blaok; pajalJl&trousers, but noweapone. 

',,". ' .; ' .. ! : \' ., . " - . -: ." .::. ". ',.',", 

On '!;hemorning of22 , May a small enejily force probed, LZ I10RSE from 
the SW. D 1/8, Pi>J:'t of' ~he LZ sieouritytorce,repulsed the'probe with 
.nagativekn0whresu~ts. Band ,0 00' sswept the area vic 710635 and re;" . 
ported fin~~a.na;.dditi.otle.12;L vc K~ (oo)~ . A,t 1115 hours 00 0 ell8aged 
an estimated VC s~uad' vio BR 711635. ResUltsuilknown. Vio LZ STEER 
o 2/8 (then. )lOA 1/8 Cav) ooord 720646 killed a VC oourier and oaptured 
a Top Seoret dOOUlllent from him. Co J. e~aged a SlJl&ll VC foroe via LZ . 
HORSlIl, resulting in 1 VO KI!~ (EST) •. ' AS :Of 221800aoomposite report 
frOlli E '~nd 001'1' s shawed fo11owingfrom the 21-22 May engagement at 
'ooord 71063,1>VO KIA (00)- 60. Vclli. (EST) - 20', VC WIJ{(e) - 20, 
2 - 30 Cal. MG w/tripods, 2 - AK47 Sll'JG's, 1 .. M1 Carbine (US), 1 - PRc-6 
handset. 6 - handgrenades, 400 - 30 Cal MG ammo, other OHICON ammo, 
dOCUlllents" and assorted NVA uniforzn and web gear. 

On 2} May C Co found 4 VO bodies in graves vic 714633 along with 
a destroyed SKa carbine, dooUlllents, and several packs •. No furthsr enemy 
oQntaqtwa,s"reported. 

. Co 13 .. <i1.scovered 3 more va KIA vic 694635 on 24 May. En moved from 
LZ HORSE to l'snSt.VOY (6166b6), olosing sa:vo,.. at 241245 May. At 211345 
t1J.e .. bll l1<iJ;'!l-ssault.ed into L.Z oom (744517) wi1;h negative enemy oontaot. 

00 A enooUntered 6 VO at BR 424544, killing 2 VO (BC) and oapturUlg' 
two Top Seoir'e'b"Crypto dooi.unerits. Co' B a.t LZ 'oom reoeived two rounds 
sn11117rfirEl from SEside of LZ at 1530 hours. Fire was returned with 
negative results.' 1/9 Scouts sighted oneVC' vic 759511 engaged a.nd 
killed him·(:sO). . '. : 

." . On 26 MaY.A Co :!'.ound clothes and dooUlllents in spider holes and 
~Il.\cEn;s .. vio 7.38546....00 0 killed 1 VO (BC) wearing black pajamas vic 
715545" At l.SlOhours, eo 0 e~ged 10-15 VO vic BR 780546, resulting 
in 4 ve (BC) Kll. 2 VC KL1 (Eb'T), 2 VC WL. (EST), and 1 VCC. VOO 
identified a looal guerrilla squad in hamlet vic 190545. 

At 270100 May Co B reoeived 3 rounds sniper fire from SE of LZ COLT. 
Then at 270i15'Maya heavy volume of JJ.W fire and sniper fire was reoeived 
at LZ com 'fJ;omvio 747515. No friendly casualties. Targets engaged 
.with mortars, with negative results. 0830 eo A ca.ptured one l2-gue.ge 
singlesho't shotgun, e.nd'.'1200 Ibs rioe whioh was d&Htroyed. D 1/8 
oa.ptured 3 \tOSvio 755515 at 1110 hours. D II'S capt'..u'ed 1 VOO vio 
7445.28 at 1530 hours. Initial interrogation rovealed that vce was e. 
politioal instruotor working for the VC in the local Area.. HEI alao had 
obllOX'ved ~OO NV.l.soldier.s with~l;lioPIII~e.ponspass thro~ghyio LZ COLT 

. on 20 May 1966,carrytng IilE!.ny w6W'!.ded by artillery. NVi.' troops headed 
to the SEt . 

2 ,".,' 
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During 28 May three oontaot were made. At 0905 Reoon :Plat D 1/8 en­
gaged 3 VC in a fire fight at 725516. i.ru. and artillery were oalled 
in front of the withdrawing enemy. llegative results. At 1015 the N£ 
Plat D 1/8 wounded two VC oarrying rifles and wearing blaok pajamas 
vio 753511. Initial interrogation revealed that a Main Foroe VC Plat 
was operating in a. large hill mass approximately 1.5 km direotly East 
of LZ com. The 2 VCCwere also part Of a local 30 man guerrilla foroe 
loo.ated in MY THANH (BR 785455). The misl;lion of -t;he Main Force VC Plat 
was to attack LZ C9m sometime that ~a.y allli; if heavily engaged by US 
Forces, they were to withdraw into theafcrSinenUOl:,ed hill.. Artillery 
was called into the 10caUon given for the MF VC Plat.. . Result~unknow:n. 
At 1955 houts, approximately 6 VC threw 3 handgrenades and fired AW '. 
fire during a probe of the SE sector of LZ com. Co B repulseli attack 
with results ~own. 

On 29 May the.Bn {-)air a.ssaulted into LZ CORAL (734702) and . 
Band C Co'sintoLZ lWiVARD (705719) with negative enemy contact. D 1/8' 
engaged 5' VC vici 727689 with mortar.s. ResUl-t;s tiriknown,. 

On 3OMaur1966 C Co libe:r;ateda captive AltVN soldier vio 691132' 
who had been a POW of the VC sinoe 5 January 1965. AltVN claimed to be 
a member of the 40th Regt,22ndAltVN Div and wall captured in an ambush 
site vic DEO NHONG HILL near·Phu Cat. AltVN soldier identified the 
22nd NVAReftas haVing secured the valle;r -(Crows Foot) on 28-30 April, 
while the 610 Div (mi.. SAO VANG) staff planned its maneuvers in a hu-t; 
looated. at 691732. 610 Div, 2 ~'egts, support Units, having 2 105mm 
howitzers were to have moved into t he surrol,lriding hills on or about 
30 April. The village and the entire va.lleyfrom which the 1l.RVN soldier 
was liberated serves as a rear services area fpr the Sao Vang Division. 
The ARVN soldier was evaouated for ftither·interrogation. C Co also 
found 3 tons of rioewhioh was spread about.. Recon Plat D 1/8 fired on 
2 VC vio BR 743730. Est 1 VC WIA. Both VC were dressed in camouflaged 
shirts arid shorts and were armed. At BR 744?,26 Recon Plat D.l/8 dest­
royed5 tons of rioe bit burning and spreading on the ground. At 1749 
ACo aira.ssaulted intoLZ CRATER (724618) with negative enemy oontaot. 
SporatiosnentY fire was reoeived duting the night with nega:tivefriendlY 
oasualties. ReoonPlat D 1/8 ambushed 7 VC vi0741737 at 2125 hours, 
killing 6VC {BC)andi 'capturing 1 VCC •. No ~a.l1onswere J:'eoovered, 
although one VC threw cine handgrehade bef ore :he waS ,killed. 

No. significant enemy contact wa:smade du.r:tng 31May. A 'Co returned 
to LZ CORl>L and Band C Co air assatitted into LZ JOE (672669) with ntig 
enemy oontact; There was no enemy aotivity reported during 1 - 2 June. 

At 031700 June A Co found 1 Ml6, 2 M79's. 1 M1 car. bine. (US), 1 LA .. W 
100 rds 50 Cal ammo, and 1 dead Vc KIA (BC) atLZ IlliRFORD (662628) all 
of which appeared to have been abandoned. . 

At 040730 June 1. Co found 3 VC bodies vio 660628 in shallow graveer .. 
B Co oaptUred 4 ves and 1 VCC with one hlmd,gt'enad~ (JvI26) vio547642 at. 
041000June. The VCC identified a VC hospital looated west of the Vinh 
Thanh Valley which had 1 dootot, 4 medics, 16 nursiils, and 16 patients 
in it on 1 JUne. 

9. MISSIOll. 1/8th Cay exeouted. an air movemant· :intoW HORSE (:Sli693632) 
to .relieve elements of the 2/12thCava.nd con-duct searoh and dest:roy . 
operations.' within assignedAO. . . 

• . I • 

10. CONCEPrOFOflllllATIOHI. Beginning 201345 Ma'y6e5 t 1/8th oonduotedan air 
movement intdllZ;HORSE (BR695632) to relieve .elements of the 2/12 Cav 
and oonduot searoh ahddestroy operationa to the NE in ll.iis'igned ~O~ The 
battalion olosed LZ HORSE at 1600 hours with ~. 1/8 moving overland from 
LZHORSEto a position at (BR 697638) to reliGlve C 2/12 and prepare for 
a tw.o company sweep to begin ori'.21May 66, . . 
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11. EXECUTIONI Commencing 201346 May 66, l/eth Cav exeouted an air mobile 
operation into LZ HORSE (Ba 69~632) with C l/e followed by the Rn (-). 
~he Bn closed into LZ HORSE at 1600 hours with negative enemy contact 
and C l/e moved, overland tcesta.blish a.' comba.t base at (BR 69163e) 
closings.t 1145 hours. ' , 

.. Cclilmenoing 210659 hours B 1/e, began overland. movement'to join C l/e 
, and O:0!,!duQt ,a two company Sweep t6~ heN;E.At0150 hours ,the two "oOin­

panieslitiked up aild moved out on'the ·aweepoperation to the NE. Local 
patrols w:re atlIl4uoted. around LZ HOnsE by h. lis ,and D lie. Sporadio, 
sniper fire and oontaot 'were mMe with small isolated VOgroups during 
the day by A eM D, oompanies. "'OoinPaniesB !i.ndC had apor!l:dioconta.ct 

, With tho anonyduring tho:l:r 'opartl:ti.cin unt!l.lapproximately '2ll510 hours 
when B l/e began reoeiving heavy machine gun and sniper fire. ~ac Air 
strll:kes and artillery 'Were oalled in on the enem;v and B l/e with one, 
platoon from C l/e manauveredto assault the estimtited VO Company. ,This 
engagement lasted for spproximately four hours until B l/e over ran the 
enemy positiOns causing the remaiilder of theW to withdraw out of the 
area. CoinpaniesB and C then linked up andeet up'a perimeter defense 
for the night after evacuating their casualties back into defensive 
perimsts'i'.Negative enemy contact waf! 'made during the remaining h0llrs; 
of darkness. An a.otive H & I program was fired by organiC mortars a.il.d 

, :artilleryiil support. ' " , 

Commenoing 22 May at firstli~t C l/Smoved baok into the area of 
activity a.t).d initially gained contaot with a VO squad whiohwithdrew, 
o lis found numerous enemybodieeandequipmont in the area. B l/8 

,remained in place where they evaouated their casualties and re-supplied 
in ordiar tocoritinueoperations. ' At 1335 hOurs C 2/8. came under oper­
at:i:onal contrci of l/e atLZ STEJilR{BR11964e). Spcradiccontac1; was 

, madeduribg the da.1. 02/e oonduotedl.oca.l 'patroll~ng.il;round LZ STEER 
'during tMafternoon and established apeTimeterdefense i'orthe night. 

Companies:S andCestablished, a per:tinsta~ ~el'eriaefor the night vic " 
BR10~638and the Bn (-)remained at 1.Z,Ho'ruiE. 'Negative aneni.i,oonte.ct 
wasmadedll.ring the night. ' , " ' " " 

, ' , 

CommenCing 23 May'the En (-) planned t~ move to iz S~~ 'but due 
tobe.d, wGathercould not move., 02/e and 0 lis inoved,oved:land to oheck 
out two suspect'ed hospital areas. 'No hospitalswera ,located 'at the sus­
pected areas' and both u-ii ts olos'ed into LZSozrEER' for the night. .B lie 

, remailll.ldat.c~)ordina.tl..BR. 106638, tpe;'~ctie.t e ,equi;Pment1;hatcould not 
beeV!l.cuated due to bad WGather.~he Bn ( ... ):rema:\.nad at LZ HORSE. 
6poradioconta.ct was made during the day and' negat:i.ve oontact' was made 
during' the night'. ':, ',' ' , , 

, ,Oommencing'Q0120 May C ?/e wll.s air. lifted, from LZ STEER to reJoin 
the 2/e( ,,.). J'ollOwine; t~is,the VSth was air" lifted from.LZSTlllER 
and LZ HORSE baok to a.n ass'emb1yarea at SaVOY (Ea' 615605) andp'rEipared 
,for an air assault intoLZ, Copr <!JR. 144511 ).~giilrJ,ng at 1400 the 
l/Sthairs.ssaulted into 'L~ OOlJJ!i4th~e bat'te.l;l.onclolliling at 1555 hours. 

'A't 1841 ho1l.r~'.Il. lie iiiovedov~~a.hd,tr8m' LZc6~ to, ~s~sllJ,l.flh~'bush sites. 
At 2205'hOUrs, C l!Smoved' overland' from LZ COLT' to establish ambush sites. 
Negative enem;v contact was made during the night and EIll aoUve H & I 
program was t'lredbr organic mortars and sup'porting artillery. 

. • ',' "., '". ,,',I,,' - '. , 

. " ' :",. ,," -' ,', , - , ~ - -" ' , , ,-' ' - ; . ' 

,'" Oommetici,~ 250~25~tA, ~~,O!ij8"moved t'rople.m,bush ,~t,es', to,:e~tab- " 
,l;l.sh new,Polilitions. ,Oztl.y VC 9011taot was ,m$de by ~+l8,.II-t, oQorcUnates 
llR !24544. ,./.1 ,1/s, Cll~ '8.rJ.d~()qI'lP1ato9116silTab1iShe:d. e.lnb~h si'tes ' 
.iOrthe night ~ th ' negati '\fe "en$my • ~~nta,ct." 'toea:)", patrols' :We;!:eooriduoted 
around LZ ,COlll'm th negati veenemy forttaot. ,," ,', . 

, '", '" ,,', . - - .'}, - , : .' 

.. .': ,', 
, -., 

. -, ~ , 

, ',',.' 
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On 26 and 27 May the battalion continued to oocupy ambush sites, 
and conduct local patrols around LZ COIlr. C 1/8 was the only element 
With any major contaot with the enemy. lin active H&I program was 
oontinued during the hours of darkness,. 

On 28 May the battalion continued local patrols and prepared for 
reliefinsectot by ROI<: foree's. '11.11 elements were ordered to move baok 
to ~ cour in preparation for movement to ~ OO~. At 1715 hours Al/e 
was airlifted to ~ COR.lt.L{BR 733701) and plaoed ,under operational con­
trol of 1/5th Cav. The:an ,(-) ooiled a.t ~ cour for movement the fol­
l~ morning. Sporadio engagements were made during the day and 2 
oil.ptiveswith individual weapons were oaptured and evacuated durmg the 
day. ' 

Commencing 290700 May the Bn (-) was air lifted to LZ COR1l.L (BR 733701) 
and A 1/8 reverted to 1/8th control. B 1/8 and C 1/8 air assaulted mnto 
~ HARVARD (BR 705720) imd at 1310 hours moved overland to establish ' 
ambush sites. Negative enemy oontaot was made during the night. 

The battalion oontinued to oonduct ambush operations on 30 ~' with 
companieSB, C, and the R~oonP1atoon.At 1710 hours A 1/8 was alerted 
for movement to assist a clm oompa~. At 1749 hours A 1/8 air a.ssaulted 
irito LzCRATER (BR 721618) to assist the CIro. Sporadic fire ,was re-

'oeived during the night. At 2125 hours the Reoon Platoon engaged an 
estimated 8VC oaught in their ambush. Artillery fires were called in 
by ,il. 1/8 and the Recon platoon in support of their engagements. Companies 
Band C were alerted for air lift toLZ JOE (BR 672668) to relieve ele-

'ments of thel/5th and conduot patrolling and ambush operations within 
the area. 

Commencing 311222 May oompanies 13 and C were air lifted intoLZ JOE 
(BR 672686). Continuous patrolling was cOnducted by companies A, B and 
C with negative enemy contaot. At 1815 hours A 1/8 was airlifted from 
LZcru.TER (BR 721618) back to LZ COR1l.L (BR 733701) olosing at 1855 hours. 

The bll.tt'al1on oortt:i.nusd to conduct operations with B 1/8 and C lie 
in vic of LZ JOE on,the 1st and 2nd of June. 

Commenc~ng 030730 June A 1/8 air assaulted into 13 MlIlrON (BR 6576;6) 
pre'oeded by'T1:C air and artillery preparations. Companies A, B a.nd C 

, conduoted sweep and destroy operations to .the west during the reaa.inder 
of the day towards the valley floor. At 031235 hours oompany D and 
the Bn OF were air lifted to SJJ.V,0Y (BR 61660~)olosing at 1425 hours. 

On "3 June, 'the battalion continued thelijweev and dest:roy ope~ations 
to 1I1e 'west with the three :rifle companies, terminating with all three 
units olos'ing position SJ.VOY at 1426 hOurs. At 1500 houri;! C 1/8 moved 
overland to assume security mission for Posit:ton COBRA (BR 612587)' " 
closing at 1645 hours. At 1700 hours the battalion assumed th~ mission 
of the Brigade reaotio~ :Coree with B 1/8 on a, 30 minute B:lert. ' 

•• " •• .. '. ., (_ ", L' l":.~I' I, . 'I " , ",' " . 

Cornln'enc:l.ng050855 JurietM Bitta1ionn:iin~~company C began Eli motor 
movement baokto An Rhe olosing at 1045 hours •. ' Co C remained at psn 
COBRA as tho Bde N80tion':tbre~ tintil Hi5'Ohollrs (it whioh time it began 
a motor movem~ll1t baok to ImI<lfe, clo!Sipo!J a~ 18:;6 ho,urs. 
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12. RESUlIrS I 

a. Enemyl KU (Be) - 85. KU (EST) - 22. WU (EST) - 23. VCC - 5, 

VCS - 7, ARVN POW liberated - 1, Individua.l weapons Co B-2 AK47, 

1 SKa, 1 US Cal 30 MG w/tripodl Co C - 1 SK Carbine, 1 US Cal .30 

Carbine, 1 US Cal MG w/tripod, 1 SKS. (Partially- ciestroy-ed); Co A -
., , ", " , , ' ,".' " .' '., 

1 S:t:ngle Shot'ShotSunICo Jj;"l Bolt.&ct,ion German Mouser,' 1 single . ' ' . '., '. ' . 

. shot Frenoh' MaS 36, Reoovered/Jleoapttire'a 11:0 Wpns; ;.. Co A . - 1 MJ.6, 

2 M791 a, 1 :M1 Carbine, 1 LAW •. Total indiv~dUa.1WJ?ns - 14. orew 
',-' ' '. .. . 

serVed Wpns:":2. Rioe found or destrby-edef tons, Docll_to; capture.d 
'.'. 

- 20 1bs, (inolulling3 TopSecretDbo),PRC- 6handa.at - 1, . ' 

Grenades - 12, MG Ammo Cal.,O ~ 400 rds, .50 00.1 ammo - 100 rds, 

web gear; ponchos, and uniforms -' 100 lbe. 
b •. ll'riendl;y'l KIA - 12,WIA - 54 

c. US equipment destroy-ed during oper!l:t,iollINone 

13. ADMINISTRA!£IV'E M#TERSI 

a.' Logistical and servioe· support was exoellent. 

b., ~he proxmty- of lill.Khe tp .the 'opera.t:i.'/)n~:lai:ea during. th~s operation 
silnplified resuppl:y. adequate airo£li.ft were available and oompanies 

. oould b!;l resupplied direct from base oamp without a second htVndling 
in the. forward area. 

c. Two U!l:1D's W9:re used to resupplrtwp oompa.rlieswithan~m~rgenoy- , 
resupply Of 8.njmo and .. C-;-a.tions. ,.Tl\tl' ¥as ~\rop~ed from Il:Pprox 150 
toet W;l.th little or no da.ma.ge,t'o sup~~iGS ••• ' ' .... '.' " 

d. Cli47,'Swith .winohes had. to j:)O}lsedFor the exttll.6tiin·of w0uz:.ded, 
killed'anll equipment'l%Jol"LZ1l:0~Edue to thelaok of?!/;'s~ The 
winches themselvesl'lt~odunrelia'ble~ O~e winC$ wculdn()topera,ta 

. upon arr:!;9"al and two "broke down shortly-a.fter <;l0mmenoing extr~otion. 
It took four,CH47( s befpre.the extraction. ,oQuld be completed • 

. ' , '. Delay-a eno0unter~d .d~l~~ed ppeta.t;1.onJ3 ~o+, e.n ent:tre day." ' ; . 
.. " . 

. , ' .... ". " ," ;', "-'"C-'" -,' " .. : .: _' '" • '.-. 

~.'The~e wer!i' threemetij.oalev~o -.s .at,,\li~ht,'W;l tho very good.results. 
All LZ"a'axoept one were secure 'wit!\. pa.thf1.nder control. MGdlllvao 
responded to. all calls with very little or nO delay. 

l4.C9Ml1f,NDWR§ . JiliALYS!S I 
. - ,,:, ' " " .- - ,- " , ' " ~': 
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c. Body bags are desirable for evacuation of both casualties and 
equipment when utilizing the 'CH47 With Winoh. 

d. Units oannot be expeoted to tallow a strict timetable When moving 
through difficult terrain for long distances. 

e. Contact with the enemy must bo maintained. Loss of contact allows. 
the enemy to regain the initiative and fight again on the ground of 
his choosing. The enemy plaoes a high value on the recovery of his 
dead and their eqUipment. 

f. Gas handgrenades are not effeotive in jungle fighting due to limited 
range. Also the wearing of the protective mask by friendly foroes 
greatly lowers their oombat effectiveness in the jungle olimate. 

g. The leaving of unburned and unburried trash, small arms ammunition, 
olaymore mines, handgrenades, unused radio batteries, and so forth 
is a serious defioienoy in tho 1st Cavalry Division. 

h. CIDG troops will not genorally operate at night. Their seourity 
is lax. A compruJ¥ of CIDG should never be equated from a oombat 
power standpoint as being equal to Iii Uo infantry company. The 
CIDG are irrequlars and are nct trained cr equipped tc fight VC 
who are in bunkers and other positions. 

i. Villagers in the JiO were found to possess sums of money in excess 
fif that normally expeoted to be in the hands of Vietnamese farmers. 
It would appear that they were bein~ paid by the VC to act as 
porters or to provide rioe, clothing a nd information. 

15. COMMal{DERS RECOMMEND~IONS: 

a. That increased command emphasis be placad on security during extraC'o 
tion operations, on digging foxholes ohe$t deep, on light and noise 
discipline. Laxness increase markedly in the absenoe of VC contact. 

b. That more thought be given to dispersion Within a defensive perimeter 
to avoid excessive casualties from ~nemy mortar or automatio weapons 
fire. If an area oan be effectively- ooveI."f)d by interlooking fire 
from two positions, additional positions should not be plaoed be­
tween them. The perimeter must be oxpanded or aontracted as troops 
are introduced or withdrawn from the perimeter. 

o. That the AT Platoon be provided two M60 maohillf! guns. ~his platoon 
is frequently aSSigned missions of .security, patrolling an.! IM1#pushing. 
The cal.50 machine gun is too heavy exoept when employed in a statto 
position. 

d. That funds be provided at battalion level to buy information from 
villagers. '. 

e. That CIDG be assigned missions commensur~te with the~ oapabilities. 

f. That troops departing on a patrol paok onl; that portion of tho 
C-rations that they intend to oat. "p]iro;ximately 1/4 of each C-ration 
meal is usuall~ disoarded. 

g. That a hand file be attached to eaoh mach~tte case. The maohette' 
stays sharp for approximately one hour of use only. 

7 
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ll,. That two magazines of M-16 traoer ammunition be oarrie' by fire 
team and squad leaders so that they can direct the fire of their 
men. . 

i. That a searohbe made ill10ediately of a battle area to gather equip,­
ment, doctm:1&nts, and .. wounded VC. 

j., That in'j;erdictory fires beii\stitutedl?,lollgpossiblero)ltes of v6 
withdrawal immediately after contact is lI!IlIde. . 

k. That c~~nd emphaSis from ])ivisionle~el.'d,o~ be plaoed on the' 
police of.areas being evacuated by 1st Cavalry units • 
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iO May 66 . 

.ARTYt 1,478 rdat 

21 May 66 

ARTY I 758 rds' 

22 May 66 

TAO AIRI 0700-0705 
1140-
1320-U53 

ARTY I }55 rds 

53. May 66 

.ARTY I 894 rds 

?4 May 66 

TAO AIRI 0805-0816 
0920-0935 
11110-1120 
1319-1328 
1430-1435 

ARTY t 1,375 rds 

?5 l1ay 66 

ARTY I 204 roe 

26 May 66 

TAO AIRI 0650-0708 
0735-0740 
1005-1030 
1040-1048 

.ARTY t 153 rds 

29 Ma.y 66 

ARTY I 145 rds 

JUlAI 1192 

'P Mgy 66 

ARTY, 553 rds 

11 Ma.y 66 

ARTY I 285 rds 

1 JUll! 66 

ARTY 1189 rd$ 

ARAI 96 

2 June 66 

.ARTY, 973 rilm' 

~ JunEl 66 

TOTALS 

TAO AIRI 12 $l;rikes 
34 so:rties, 

.ARTY, 7,362 rounds 

liRJ.: 422 rookets 

!nol #3, to Oomb8lt Operstions After .Action Report, 1/8 Oaw" dtd 8 June 66,. 
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