: \  HEADGUARTSHS _
'1ST BATTALION (AIRBORNE) 8TH CAVALRY
18T CAVALRY DIVISION (ATHMOBILS)
APO Sen Franoisco, Californis 96490

AVCIGSGO | : - 20 April 1966

SU?BJECT% Combat Operations bAfted Avtion 'Repdr‘l':‘ ‘(MRCV/RCS/J 3/32)

TO: " Commending Officexr
" 1st Ajirborne Brigade
1lst Air Cavalry Division
ATTN: S3 |
APO US Forces 96490

1. NAME AND TYPE OPERATION: -

a. Tame:  LINCOLN
b. Types Reconna.iasa.noe in Force

2. mm. F gPMIu;g: 250730 Mar = 110800 Apr 66

3. CﬁTIOE: Referenoe, lMap,. V:l.atnam, 1:50,000 Sheets 6551 I, 1I, III,
and 1Vs 6552 I, 1L, III snd IV; 6651 11T and IV, 6652 11T and v, .

de ‘ Gg}_&_l‘i_@__l\l- _Q-_ MQUmLTERS: 1st Airborne Briga.ds
5e REE’O@_I_NG OFFIC_E_Z_: Lt Col Levin B Broughten
6. TASK OGANTZATION: | |
" 1/8 S ¢ 1/e . Bn Control

Tm 4/8 Engr - Tm 4/8 Enge “Reoon Tm 1/9 Cav
- . o Pathfinder Tm
B 1/8 . . - D1/8 o :
T 478 Engr -

7. TaC Air, Artillery and ARA were used. throu.ghout the opera.tion”mainly
it L2 preparetion and improvement. . fnginser support was again uﬁed
in preperation and improvement of LZ's. ir Cavalry was used o
géroen ‘and search eperations on a mission basis. Pathf inder '5“1131301'?'B
wa.s used dxtensively for the air traffic oontrol of P& /LZ‘B. ‘

3 h.LLI E -u:s "The purpose of the Operat:.on wag to interdict VG/NVA
logistical points, infiltration routes, and units operating aléng

tlie Cambodian-SVN border in Pleiku and Darlac Prowvinces.

: Intelligence reports :l.ndica.'bed the movement ¢ Fhe 32nd an
é6th Regiments from, their- ‘hase areas. vie. Chu Pong Mou,nta:l.n, ﬂw’ﬁh
into Darlac Provimge where they hed been cpermting for &% lesst &
ménth, The 33rd Hegiment was :r:eportedly in the vicinity of the
:chu-bal Mountain aress.. -

-~ On 25 Maroh sll unite: cmsed into the 40 ‘yithout enemy oen*«‘&ct-
During preparation of L% TIGHR at 0345 houps, #6 Merch 1966, an kiv
Foros TiaC aircraft yeosived ona pound of SA’ fide Qm V:Lcini'by Yi 785150.
: Nega.‘l;;].ve further oontact wag . me.de that day. - '

27 March A fo yeported numerous punji. atal{eﬂ and S;oxholea br:l.bng
“ypail vie 829089, No other intelligenoe was ‘Yeported of wignifidanse.

: 28:Maroh:B Co destroyed an old campaite oonsiatmg of 15 huts
w/sleeping racks vio B1B106, .

29 March #egative enemy informa-hion. '

30 Meiroli-& and 6 Cq gpotted 5 VG wikhaki wniforms vic 899159
-and destroyed several campsites.. Nogative enemy conta.o‘b was mede
by eny unit. .

o

8.




AVCIC=CO o : L e 20 April 1966
SUBJECT: Combat .Operations After adtion Report (MACV/RCS /J3/32)

31 March - April 8 the Bn secuto 12 'Cii';‘ and conducted intensive
16¢al patrolling with regative enemy ¢ontact: On 8 April the Bn
torned to Lz OuSIS,

The weather throughout the operation was favorable for airmobile
operstions. Cover and conoealment along the ridges and on high ground
was poor. Excellént cover and doncealment provailed in draws and
stroem beds. The local water supply was insufficient near small streams.
sdequate water was found only along larger streams end rivers. Landing
gones available north of the La Drang River Valley, but were soarce in
the Chu Pong Mountain. area. : .

9, MISSION: 1/8th Cavelry executed air asaé.ult‘ o;':e:"r.fétions into asasigned
40 to oonduct reconnaissance in foroe operations throughout the asaigned
sector. - . : L o : ‘ _

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATION: Beginning 251200 Mer 66, 1/8 Cav executed an
eir sesault into L& BEAR (YA 822162), to secure and establish a battalion
base of operation and prepare for reoonnaissance in force operation
in agsigned AQ. . o :

11, BXECUTION: Commenoing 251200 Mar 66, 1/8 Cav exeocuted air assault
into LZ BEAR (YA 822162) with B 1/8 and C.1/8 lending with negative
enemy ‘oontact. The assault was praceded by TAC Adr strike, artillery
and ARA preparations. Upon the Bn ¢losing at 1300 hours, local security
patrols were conduoted around the area with negative enemy contact.
Upon the return of the patrols and the arrival of C Btry 2/19 srtillery
the Bn established the defensive perimeter for the night. An sotive '
H & I program was oonducted during the hours of darkness with mortars
end artillery. ' L
't Commerioing 260900 B 1/8 air asssulted into L DOE (¥s 784214) pre-
ooded by an artillaxy preparation. Negative enemy contact was made
and B 1/8 then conducted recomnaissancs in force operations closing
into L% BUCK (Y& Teql85) at 1640,hours followsd by the sir movement
of the Mortar'Plat B 1/8 end the attaghed recon platoon {rom LZ DOE
to LZ BUCK. -The company established a peximeter defense for the faight.
At 1030 hours.A 1/8-oonducted an air assault into L4 TIGER (Y4 785150)

_ préceded by TiC Air, srtillery-and iARA preparahionse Nogative enemy -
‘oontect wes made and & 1/8 contimued reconnaissance in foroe until™”
approximately 1730 hours when they eatablished .a perimeter defenss
for the night at coordinates Y 793171. Negative cnemy contact wes
‘made during the period. hetive H &-I program was fired during the
hours of darknems. . : :

Commencing 270800 A 1/8 and B 1/8 continued the recornaissance in
foros operations following firing of the med minute at all locations.
4 1/8 closed L2 BEiR at 1705 hours with negatiwe enemy oontact. B 1/8
olosed coordinates Yi 790209 at 1530 hours whexre they extracted and
air 1ifted to LZ BELR olosing 1550 hours. Battalion established a
perimetér defense for the night. Negative anemy contact was made
during the periocd. H & I fires were oonducted .during the night.

-~ Commenoing 280825 B 1/8 eir assaulted in L2 BOBCAT (YA 800107)

" followsd by C 1/8.- Negative enemy contact wes made. The mssault was
prededed by TAC Air and an Artillery preparation. Bn Reoon Flatoon
was used to sacure-the two mortar platoons at L2 BOBCAT while the two

 ocompanies returned to Lz BEAR with negative endmy oontact and the
two mortar platoons and the reoonnsissanoe platoon lifted hack to
LZ BEAR closing at 1730 hours. The Battslion established the perimete?
defense for the night 'and qonducted H & I fires. . , o

Commencing 290930 A 1/8 air assaulted into 14 PINE (YA '840093)

with negative enemy oontect. The assault wes preceded by en artillery
reparation. At 1000 hours the recon platoon air assaulted ingo 1Z OAK
Yi 847124) to eecure the position for ocmpanies A and C mortar platoons.
An artillery preparation was fired on the.lZ prior, to the agsaults negative
enemy oontact was made and the morb_a.r_-pla{;oona closed at 1030 hours.
Following the positioning of -the .mortar platoons at 12 0sX C 1/8 air

‘agssulted into LZ DOGWOCD (Yi 869180).  Companies A and C.then oonducted
resonnaiseance in foroe operations moving toward LZ OAK end esteblished
a perimeter defenee for the night. o



«
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AVCIC-CO o . - 20 April 1966 ...
SUBJECT: Combab Operstions after Action Report (MACV/RCS/33/32) ’

Gommenoing 300800 B 1/8 began an air assault into L2 WALNUT (YA 918156)
folléwing an aertillery prepsration on the LZ. DNegative enemy contaot
wag made and the Bn (~-) and an ertillery was air lifted to L& WALNUT
elosing at 1009 hours. A.l/B and € 1/8 continued thelr reconnaissance
in force operations towards L& WALNUT, At 1605 hours the Bn was
alerted for moving a company to the Turkey Farm to secure the 227th AHB,
A 1/8 was extraoted and air lifted to the Turkey Farm closing %
1900 hours. © 1/8 closed into 1Z WALNUT at 1805 hours, At 2303 hours
A 1/8 was alerted for night assault to secure LZ CAT (YA 945895) and
an exrtillery battery. o _
Commenoing 310143 A 1/8 air assaulted into LZ CAT with nepative
enemy contact. On 311010 the Bn (~) was air lifted from 17 WALNUT end
L% OAK to LZ CAT olosing at 1255 hours. Looal sequrity patrols were
oonducted during the day and a perimeter defense was established for
the defense of LZ CAT., Nogative enemy contact was made during the
operation. H & I fires were conducted durihg the night.
 During the period from Ol April through 08 April 66 the Ln re-
meined at LZ CAT Div/Bde Reserve/Resction Force securing L& CAT and
conducted local security patrols throughout the locel aree. Negative
enemy contaot wes made during the ontire period. B
Commencing 081349 hours the Bn begen an air lift by CV-2 to Pen
0LSTIS, closing at 1817 hours and establishing a defensive perimeter %o
secure position Oasis (YA 123282). The Bn continued this security
mission until 11 April with negative enemy contect.

12, RESUITS:
&, Bnemy KIA-0, EST KIA-Q, VCC-0, VCS~-0
b. Friendly Foroes - KIA-0, WIA-10
¢. Rice Destroyed - Approx 1 ton
d. US equipment destroyed during operation - None

13, ADMINISTRATTON MATTERS:
a. Logistical and service support were excellent.
bs The proximity of the base to the operational area during this opn
gimplified resupply by allowing timely reswpply. Resupply could
be effected directly from base to companies rapidly and without
a second handling in the forward area. ;

14. COMMANDERS LNALYSTS:

a. Oporation was & success in that it afforded additional training for
persormel of this unit though enemy oontacts was not made.

b, TaC Air and Artillery was effective except in a fow areas where pre-
planned TAC Air was late arriving at the olyjective which caused
delay in some air sssaults.

c. Jdr Cavelry was effectively used on a missilon type basis.

d. Pathfinders were agein used to the maximum in controlling air traffic

~in conjunotion with artillery firing, where again they wers a vital
part in the success of this operation.-

15, COMMuNDERS RECOMMENDAT TONS s _

a, That more emphasis be placed on intelligonee to maximize th$ chances
of ologing with and déstroying:the eneny. = Indigenous units, &+8-
USSF/CIDG should be pumped for latest intalligences '

be That more smbush type operations be employed., Units aonducting the
ambushes should work in a “'gréen" erea for a minimum of three days
without resupply before moving to & new areg. - S '

cs That & coordinator be desighated by the Brigade Commender to handle
allooations of space and related matters for each LZ4, The need for
such a coordinator wes apparent at LZ CAT, ’ -

- . e m—

LEVIN B. BROUGHTON
| Lt Col, Infantry '
) | Commanding ‘ ‘ |




25 March 1966
Thd AIRy
- 1120=1132
11451157

JN- 3 (I
%4 rds

ARAL
84 rds

26 Waroh 1566

TAQD sl
0930=0935

ARTYs
240 rda

ARA1 o
134 »da

2T Mavrch 1966

740 AIRs
1430=-1145

AT
279 »do
ARA:

Nena:

28 Mareh 1966

TaC AIR:
0803-0820

ARTY1
284 rds

ARAz

121 Tkts

29 March 1966

TAE AIR:
None

ARTYs ‘
336 rds

ARA'I
482 rkts

30 Maxch 1966

TAC AIRs
0750-0756

ARTY:
357 rde

ARAs o _
168 rkha-

' Tnol #1, To Combat Gporstia

AC ATREARTYSARA SUMMARY

YA 817155

YA 811465

YA 786147

Y4 620140

Y4 804097

Y4 932147

31 Maroh 1966

TAC ATR:
None:

Axty:
84 rds

ARA:
Neme

0t april 1966

TAO AIﬁi
Neme

ARTY:
78 rim

ARAR
Nene

02 April 1966
TAC AIR:

1440~1453 YV
1510~1525 YV 838974

ARTYs
18 rds

ARAs
Kone

03 April 1966

TAC AIR:
Nons

ARTYs
92 rdm

ARAs
Neone

04 April 1966

TAC 4&IRs
Nena

~ ARTY:
Bérds

ARA:
Yone

05 April 1966

TAC AIR:s
None
ARTY: :
20 rds
ARAs

Affiap Btin Roport, @td 20 dprid 66



™M AR
" 8 Strikes 22 Sortiss
205¢ rounds
ARA
986 Rkte |
Tnol # 1, To Combat Uperstions After Aotion Report, atd 20 4pril 66 (Cont ')
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Inol # 2, To Combat Operations After Aotion Report, dtd 20 April 66.



| TURKEY
D5 » FARM

-
coh Mo

'

op

- —~—~—C0oA

Cg)_z -

BEAR ¥ ;

" Inol # 3y o Gombat OpeTations After Action Report, dtd 20 Appel 66
. T A : . - g |

§ P L




DY o, 1z WALNUT
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