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AVCIa-CO 

HEADQUARTERS' 
1ST BATTALION (AIRllORNE) 8TH CAVALRY 

1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AItlMOBLLE) 
APO San :F'J:<anci!roo" Ca,11fGrn:!,a 96490 

Str.BJECT • Combat btle:rat:Lons Mte21 Action Rep.bil'b (JfJ.!l.CvjRos/J31'j2) 

TOI· Oommani'l:ing Offioer 
1st Airborne Brigade 
1st Air Cavalry Divi&ion 
ATTN I s-;, 
APO San Franoisoo, California 96490 

~. N.A)1E.ANll Tnt OPERilTION I 
a. Name! MOSBY I 
b. TYllej Reoonnaissance in Foroe 

2:. DAn OF OPERATION I 110800 April - 17JL6l!5 April 66. 

-

2l HOOl'.!I'IONI Referenoe, Map, Vietnam, J:,.50,OOO SheetS; 6462 I, II" 6552 III 
and IV. 

4. OOMMAND HE.ADQU1l.RTERm lec¢ Airborne Brigade, 

5. REPORTING OFFICER. Lt 001 Levin B. Broughton 

6. Tl'.BK Ol;J.G,MlIWIONI 

iC. 1/8 
S.qd M8th Engr 

B 1/8 (OPOQN l$)t Bde) Olm Co 

o 1/8 
Sqd .A/8th Engr 

D 1/8 
Plat (-) L/8th Engr 

lln C<IllUtrOl: 
l'athfinder Tm 
iaRU Tm 

1'. TAO fdr and ABA Ivere used initially in prepeJXation of the LZ\sl.hc;;iever 
for the remainder of the operation they were not us·ad due to the require- . 
ment for seoreoy •. fdr Cavalry WIlS used spaxingly s() as not to' give'aw~ 
friendly looations. Engineer support was used extensiVely to ~prove the 
LZ for the l3!:tttallion Base, of Operati0rl. 

8. INTElL!.IGENCE. The purpose of the operation was to lQoatCi!, and ,destroy 
inf:j,ltrating enemy VO/NYA units', Intelligenoe reports revealed indi­
oations of VCjNVA regimental sibd units. infiltrating :into RVN from. 
Oambodia during that period.. One w.flEtpons bat'ba1'iG>!).was pelievl:ld to. be 
disposed along the border with the mission of guiding and aeouring in­
f:t;Ltrating unit$). 

On n.' Apri]. 1966, the battalion clos:ed into the 11.0 with negativ.e 
ene11iyoontaot; however, LZ MAVERICK was saturated w/Punjistakes. 0 
do reported. a way stati0n vic YA 685"52 and liIeV'eral huts:vio YA 687453 • 

. ' At 0100 12 A,pril lJ966 11 ,~'$ reported hearing twe groups< of· an ei3¢i .. 
lllated 5 VC'eaoh vic Y.A 678398 Ihov;Lmg.£rom N tJil' SE.. ::'ighting of seve±-al 
huts 'by 0 Ooand!losrial sooutet> were l)la,de, put nothing signifioant W!Ls, 
£6und. ' . 

13 April 1996 A Co found:. a;n excellent trail network, 100 prona shel­
tera and. 75 oooking s,ites· vic YA 675405 (see trailEr overlay).: 

, . 14 J.pril l!966 at YA 669422.; CoC :C13Portedfinding a, hOSP:4ial.~d . 
r$l!lti'l:eO~t· with Il-watersyst<tim, s.eV'~ra,l ,huts,w/hosl'it.al beds, 8lld otheitl 
I1Ied±Calequipmen t.Hospi ta,1 aJllpearedttlhave been~'e'fS erted: within :Las!\; 
48 \l'O'I.l!t's. The oCropll.eoc is Ilrtill W\'O:erc(Jnstruot :Lon \;.nd :i, tis 'Qelieved 
that the vo0J:W.J~ pe;r.soril:i'elwi:l); !t'eturna;ndcontin\1.e,,;\;II>Iimplt'ov,e the hospital 
(sea ttm;~so"'(;rl;~h' .. Thee;rea is a. good t~B'et £i:>!X! TAO. Air iiI' .attack 
when airoraft a:r!il running Ol;1.t of stay time. . 

,1:\, po! \ '.;,,.., 
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AVOIO..QO ' 20 Apr il 1966 
SUBJECT. Oombnt Operations ~ter Aotion Repoxt (MAOV/ROS/JJf.32) . 

15 .April 1966 0 00 reported,,'f.'inding an,~stinia.ted bn size 'VO/N'lA en-~ 
c'i'JlIpmentMving over 150 foxholeS', many oooking moveS'. and s11lDll nrt­
i<>lelil ofolothiilg. The ,oxen appoared to, have been oocupied 7 to 10 <L'l¥S 
previo\ts.ly. At ):.4.680335 A 00 engaged 3 VC in black pajemas, woo' fl.l;ld. 
1 VCwns'O'stilP,ated. WIA, 1 .llXLl. Ohi Oom assa,ul t rifle and 1 1936 MosB' bolt 
aotion,:'iflpw.ere oaptured. A 00 a,l!lo found··a ol!lmllany sil1lso rest area 'fio 
Y.A680345, an,d reported other sightingS', of empty villages and of trails (See;. 
trails, OiL). ., " 

16 4>rill the En extracted from AO and ;eturned to LZ OASIS with nega­
tive oontact. 

"Ilhe wea~her during the operation was ex!ilS:lJient with a general inorease 
in a.!ternoolt and evening violent but short thundermorms. Nevertheless 
airmobile mpor.t-ations were not hampered by weather. condi tiona. OClVer end 
oonoealment W,flre excellent near the stream and river banks and in the lov 
areas •. Conoaelment, w,as sparse on the low p1ateaua,. but oover remained 
good. Water waa readily available alJon;:;the rivers, end the larger streamSl, 
but for the mom part water found in the atreams waS! stagnant. Landing 
zones were .fe.irlw plentiful, espaoial1y near the rivers and along active 
large stre. where the Montagnard:a; have out hrge areas' of timber. Small 
shrubs and. bushes must be. rGllloved from these' JaZ' s to a.!ford aeo.eem by 
helicopters. 

9. MISSION. 1/8 Oavalry executed air assault operations into assigned AO 
along the ~,Border tQ, :Loo'ate, infUtration routes;, in~erdiot 
enomy move~ent'end destrou enemy foroes and installations. 

10" OONOm OF OPliJRATIONI 'Beginning 1]0800 April AI/8th Cav oonduoted edr 
assault" in to U MAVERIOK' (1.4.684417) followed by 0 1/8 into L~ SILVER 
(YA703455).",Oompanies then moved QVerland: t'ai: ElStablish combat, bs.s-. 
looe-te: ,W:hJltro.tien routes and to esltll.blish ambush sites o.long; -theso ' 
routes' .... ·';·' '~": '] . 

,~", 

11. EXEOUTION'!' Oommenoing 110800 ,Il:p~i] 66, '1/8 Orw exeoutedan' a.:l,.r asse.~ t. 
into Ii':nlAVERWK (YA684417) with A 1/8 preoeded by TAC Air • Negative 
enemy oontaot was' made; however the VO had saturated theLZ witb. Punji 
Stakes., The BattaHcm minuSl 0 1/8 olosed into1Z MAVERICK at 0935 ,hours<. 
At 1008 hours 0 1/8 air assaulted into LZ SILVER (YA703455) prolel!ied 

'e.<;aili by TAO Air. Nllgative enemw c~ntMt was made and the oompany immo­
diatelymoved overland to assignei'. AO. Upon D 1/8 seouring LZ MAVEriIOK 
A 1/8 moved overland to assigned AO. Both A 1/8 and 0 1/8 establish~d 
sepexate platoonsil1l8 !JIllbushe$ in assigned AO's f@r the night followirt6 
extensive patrolling d1ll'ing the day. Negative enemy oonta.ot was made 
durir!eS'thefirst day and night. 

'" '. 
Commencing 120800 the attaohed OIllG 00 air asaaulted into LZ S.ADDLE 

(YA730466)" preceded by TAO Air and ARA. Negative enemy ocmta.ot was; Jllade 
and the company moved overland into assigned~ to establish a base ~r 
op,ere.tions. and ambush site. J, 1/8 and C 1/8 oontinued patrolling within 
their assigned AO's until 116 April when the Battalion was air 1 if ted ,hack. 
ta. OASIS. . 

On 13 April at ap,proximately 133Qhours the attached OIllG 00 was de­
taonecrand air lifted back tOt Duo Co. 

On 15 Jl.pril at approximately 1615 hours A 1/8 observed 3 va vic (YA680-
335)'ood; took thom under fire. This was the only enemy oontact thrOughCllut 
the en{i'~ a.-operation • 

..; ~';5-.. '!"._.;, 

, O~~n~ 1:6rooo the Battalion began its< 6xtratiol,'l ba.ok to OASI~ 
(Y.I\:l232.til2)"with A 1/8 from PZ OHICO (Y'{.683326). ,Oll/a';from P~ LANCER ' 
(YA6~'54~j) and the Bat,talJ:!.on (-) from LZ MAVERICK. The BattaJJion ol~sed 
01iBIS at li430 hourer. '" ' ,.' ,'. " 

, ,"" 
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SIl'll JEeT I 

20 April ].966 
Combat Ope;r.ations After Action Rep,ort (MACV/RCS/J3/32) 

Commenoing 171030 hOUrs 1/8 bqgan movement back to Camp Radcliff 
by g.t'ound OO!lV'oy and C-130. The Battalion clcs-ed a1;.,1615 hourSJ minus 
B 1/8 which rem-ainlld,§-t QJJ3IS under OPCON 1st Bde. B 1/8 first ele­
ments arrived at CalliI' Radoliff 181130 hours and all elements had clo,. 
sed by 1428 hours. 

• 
12. RESULTS I, 

a. Enemy KI.fl,..0; EST :KI.A.O, EST WIJl.-l, VCC-O, VCS-O, Wpns_2. 
b. Friendly Fo~ces-KIA-O, wIA-6. 
c. Rice Dcstroyed-lt Tons 
d. US Equipment das~~wed during opcration-None 

. " 

a. Logistioa], and service suppcrt was excellent. 

b__ During this operation oompanies: conducted clandistine operations; 
which precluded daily aerial resupply. Compnnies; carried four (4) 

" da;y's supply and were resupnJ)ied on the 4th day_ This typl!! operation 
points up o~ urgent need for light weight rations. A 4 dey suppJly 
of C-rations illf, 25 );lounds as opposed to lesSJ than 10 pounds: for the 
Long Range Patrol Ration. 

• • 
c. il.c1<!lquate vehicular transportatic,n and its prompt arriva:;L: in the 
area of the supported unit remain a problom for oonVJy movem<1)nts. For 
the movement to .1m Elle two (2) 2t ton truoks, to be loaded wi~h mess 
equipment ar~ived 20 minutes priar to scheduled departure. This late 
arrival dele;ved the de.parture of the convoy for 40 minutes. The ava­
ilability of vehioles and the timely ar~iv/l.l of vehiCles h~a been the 
biggest 'problem in the coordination and execution of convoymevOOlent 
of 'a platoon or division C.:). , 

, , 

d. The proximity of the base to the operA,tional p.2'ea; during; this 
opGre.tion simplified resupply by allowing timely resupply. ';'Reau.pply 
oould be effected dirGctly from base tb companies rapidly 8.lUd, without 
a sscond handling in the forward aiea. 

Jl4. COMMJUiIDERS MilL 'iSIS: 

a. Operation was a success in ':hat it afforded additional t,.-raining fCll.' 
personnel of this unit eventhough no enemy contact wa~ madi!., 

., ,,~, 

b. TAC Air and Artillary was effective 
preplanncd Tl.C Air was, :Late arriving at 
dela;ys' in sume of the air assaul tSJ. 

except in a few casOts where 
the olijectivo which' caused 

c •. Air Cava.1TY was effectively us-oed on a; mission typ'e basis,'. 

c1. PathfindOO:s. w~e, often used to the maximum in controlJlint3' air­
.afia in conj'Un!otion of artillery firing, where ,again they wo:ire a vital 
part in the sreocess of the oporation.' ' 

e. During this exercise it was prov<;l/l' i;hat un:L~s, can op,eratG up' to 
f0ur da;ys without resupply, which certa.il:i,ly eph.ance suoh op,eretions 
as ambushes. and patrols. ' ' . 

, :'~, 

a. That .more empas,is bepla.aed ,on' ±xl,tal1:igence to, maxil]lize-~h':. chanoos 
of clo(3ing with and destl19ying 1;he'lnem;y:. Indigenou8,unit!lll'i e.g. USSF 
CIOO, should he pumi'lIld';rorla;t(!Il>t,intcan~g()n:lIl. . 

1:> ~ .•...•• ',l:'hfi, ~ lJ)o:);'s am1J:ush ti~ri~~~rati9n¥. be', emJi~y~il:. Units. conductingtha 
ambushea shoulclwork iii' a given area tOT a. mission of three d.a¥S' wi th­
out rjils:upplybof,'.(;lI!a ,moving te a n9W1 area.· 

. t. . ~, 
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AVd±O,.QQ, "i ,. 20 April i966 
SUJ3jECTI Combat Operll.tionsAfter Action RePOl't (MACV/RCS/J3/32) 

e~ Tha.t aotion be taken to make the Long Range Pa-brol Rations 
available in sufficient quantities to f'eed aU dommitted 
infantry elements during ~perations of this nature. Rations 
could be either the US Ration ot indigenous ration, Which ac­
cording to USSF personnel is a good ration. 

C"',--L &,~ ~~t~J~-, ',."'"-' 
LEVIN B. BROUG~ON \ 
Lt Col, Inf'!llltry 
OOmmanding 
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Inol # 1, to Combat Oper~tions After Aotion Report, dtd 21 Apr 66 



TAC AIR-mY-AM SUMMARY 

ll"~r;i,.L§. 

TAC AIRI 0733-0757 YA680416 
0840-0851 YA680396 
0950-1000 YA703456 

ABTYI 24 rds 

AHAI None 

1,2 April 66 

TAC AIRI 0744-0753 YA711452 

1l.RTY I 65 rds YA711452 

AllA: 96 rkts 

13 April 66 - 15 April 66 

None 

16 April 66 

TAC AIR: None 

1l.RTY: None 

.Il.RA: 84 rkts 

TCYrALS 

TAO AIR: 4 Strikes 
11 Sorties 

1l.RTY: 89 Rounds 

AllAl 180 Rookets 

Inolosure #2, to Combat Operat.ione A.f.'ter Aotion Report,. dtd 20 April 1966 
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lnclo~e #" to Combat Operamion After A4otion Report, dtd 20'Aprii 66 
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