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1. N'~~D TU'E gp¥ION, 

a.. Namu HENRY OUY AliRBORNE 

b. Typu iea,:J!.ch and Destroy 

:a. JlATljl. OF QPltl!l4W!ONl 02000." July ... 29 July 66 

4. aogIl HJjJ/H2SUJUlTERS,. 1lst M.rberne Brigade 

5. REl'oRl!ING OlFICERI r.t Col. liaov1n B. Broughton 

6. T~ ORGANIZATION, 

... 1/8 

C 1/8 

Bn Controll. 
Puthfinder tcwm 

7. TAC Air and .IiBA woro used sparinily for LZ proparation almost exclusively. 

Air Caval:cy wall> used for fh'at and 1m 11gbt recon of the Bn ,,0, and fer 

general IilCreen1ng of the AO when wEillther er situatiOn pexmittod its. use. 

8. lNT.Ji!LLI.GlllNQJjt' .il& a result. of tho centacta o£ tho tlllt Cav clur1ng thG month 

of Juno in lZI:u.l Yen irovidGnce 8111 wall us intellig!mC& glGaned from CllpturGd 

Qc01;lllontlll it appGlUled that a now, division or at :Laust a control headquarters; 

had come into boing and pOlIISiblG that an operation by the VO oxtending from 

HWU 14 WGIIIlt-eouthW4&t was und~. 

On t.he ~ oJ 3> July 1966, 1/8 Cav (-) waEl airlifted from 'l1uy 

Hoa (iiIouth} to 3 separite Lils, in the :an AO. Becon plateon was divided 1nto 

threo su man team", ena team being airUfted into the :an AO on 11 July. 

At 117115 houra &con '1'$0lIl B (hereaft.er .ro£orrod to a s "Pagan II teams A, B 

and 0), Ilngaged 11 VO with carb1no at BQ 7}5llOO with negat.ive reaulta. This WE 

tho cnJ;y cont.act made within tha :an on 3> July. 

On 4 July only a sighti:m.ga WG= reporto.d. Air So.out team spottod 3. 

perfilonnol in lchak1 mhirta and dark penta at 13~ n5203. Pagan" torun was 

allogQdly perl!llJ.ed by an unlalolm numbor of VO from their night OP pos:l.tion 

OQ 762240. Arty wae c~led inJ however, no e.~tual oontact was made. 

lfln~ oontact. was made for tho first time on 5 July s:l.noe the oparat:l.on 

bogan. Co h. flllgo.8ed 3> VO at approx 11550 bra at BQ 72112a6 :r:esult1ng in 1i VO 

KIA (BO), and believed wound1ng thG other two.. 11 field phone, 2: boxes oJ NG 

ammo and a paaks were captured. No weapons wm:e found. liIRrller in tho day 

Co C found an old hosp:\. tal area at 755215, oapable of sheltGrlng approx 

100 personnel, hoWillver area waa very old end had not been used for several 

montha. 

There was. negstiVQ contaat with the ~ from. 5 to 7 JuJ.y 66. At 8ppr,'): 

10115 bra all!. 7 Julq 66 fit BQ 675249, 2nd platoon of Co. Ji. apotted and k:Uled 

1i va woaring khakSi uniform and captured 1, W Carbine and 4 hand grenadG .. 
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;.~~,IilH.:t;\hafil!:g m0"'~~aili\!lW .ACil to the' we~ Am. Jliallo,*'Couad 
~. W!l.1I"':ltih~as "._ ii'lh.'iIIi'I6litll:Q 4'f4S't4.1\rea hatl '1<) ~!IIIIb£~s}; of 
;~ . ~.a;_gl) alL1lJon~ tfillM ~'gMa~; a\l.:$!. f¢)\1l;l4: l /1st'. of web ge(ll 
_~:t. liIIiI$\l:IiI!t of '~. ..aapp~illdto hliIV .. b •• ulIed that dbly.. ~ha 
~._l!I$tlilk.dout ~ .. the lAi~tl howav~, no .oootaot weB ~.No ethel 
at_~"ah1li~gh'1lin __ a '1II!\(le~ Whe only sight:l.ng on 1<3 July WAil 1; VC at 
)3'6- 4f3516 Ilj.t 0930 hirflOfh. VQ",allti!eken under fire WlI.th negative relll1lts. 

On 14 .tuly the En 1II0ved to Jan MeOOll (Alii. 947552); IUl,d ian VaSha:)lla (nQ,o 
0(5591)folt' lIIGourtty IIli suons, lllxtens:!. vo patrolling was oonduetud in !lIld 
awound .ian Meoca nth negative oontaot from 14-17 July and 19-27 Jtl,ly 66. 
MaildJnum Glvil Affairs aotivities were conduoted lIIbilo at I'an Meooa with five 
Montagnard villagtlsnearby. Valuable intelli{,'etlOo information and local into: 
preters/ guides were provided by looal Montagnard villagos to the En S2. 

9. MISSION! 1/8 Oavalry was to searoh and destroy in allts:l.gned Ao.'s as the 1st 
lIde Taak: Foroe swept frolll 'l'u¥ Hoa RVN to the west towards Grunbod:l.a. 

10. ClONO.I!WT o.F gl:'ERA'l!ION I Jm.t:l.ally to IIIOvethe entire 1/8 Cav from 'l'u¥ !loa Sov.tl 
Airfield (im~ol t.o an AO west up the Song Ba River Vallqy ut1l:1.z1ng 3 LZ..ts, 
to initiate 00 size search and destroy operaticams in the aasigne.d ~,o.. 

11. gU'1iIQHI Oommenoing 0.20.0.0.·1; tne lin belian p~ £o:r: Gnvanoe into the alii" 
s:l.gned ';'0. wo,lItt ot 'l'u¥ Hoa. :ou.e to a laok of hard EII.'lGlllY intelligGn"·:l.n the· 
Af:l the in1u:o~l\llfd , • man lIeeon(iapl). teama U\to tb.e Jiln 4.Q at J'i 74J15$, 
:s~. 678198, and BQ. 714204 on t July. Tb.a. team. remained until the ~enteed 
the i,o. of 3 July. All reported negative o()ntaot. . 

Commenoing 0.3060.7 July COIS B, D (-) and J:lHC (-* plus 1II0rtar plats at 
A & c. 00' s lifted off of the beaoh 1121 at Tuy Hoa South inbound' for ·LZ M4RLIN 
(n~ 735189). t>anding was made with negative oontaot follo\4ng a TAO Air strik 
at 0650. At 0.71500 0 ( .. ) lifted frvlll 'l'u¥ Hoa to LZ SlWUC 4;aQ 750.139) landine 
at 0750 with negativo oontaot and began a sweep to the west of the LZ. finally 
ooiling for the night. at DQ 748126. Co J. lifted from Tuy Hoa for LZ ?IKE 
(:BQ. 6851'14)' at 0.7115 and landSdn1lhnagat1ve contaot at 0740.. Co A with the 
;''1' l?1at at tached made a 4 a:x:i s adV!lIloe t.O an area NW of l'IKE oo:l.l:l.ll8 for the 
night Ilt that ohjeot:l.va. The only reports of VO. thE< 1'st operational day wers 
suspeots seen by !ion team operating v:l.oinity of LZ MARLIN. Aotive H&I progra)J: 
were in! tiat.ed hy (: 2/19 arty in MiUUaIN along nth organ:l.o mortars. NegativGi 
oOntaot with the enelllY was reported. 

OommGno:l.ng 0.40.630 00 :6 securing LZ MARLIN dispatched plat s;tze patrol.s ill 
the MARLIN ~ea, report:l.ng negative results. 00 A and (;) oontinuad S&J) opna . 
throughout the day generally to the North. Recon platoon 1II0ved £rom LZ MllRLD 
to oooupy a hlooking pen for Co 0 Jat plat link1ng up with 00 0 at 1245 hours. 
Roaon olos"d baok to MIUlLIN at 1725 hra and 1. sqd was dispatohed to O1's at DQoo 
762249 and BQ 704221. H&I prOgralllll oontinued throughout tho. night with ll4lga­
tive oontaot reported. 

COll1lll!lllo1ng 0.50000 hrs Co I S A &C oontinuad s&.D opna to the North. Co 0 
reported negative oontaot while 00 A ilia de contaot with a Vo £ire. team oons:l.ati 
ot 3 va at BQ 718230 at 1550 hrao One VO. lCIiI. (no) anI! 2 two VO WI! (e) ra.. 
sulted frolll the brief fire fight. Re.oon plat patrolled vioinity of Lz'.MA,llLIN'~ 
with negativG report. The. l3n began planning for IIIVt. '\10 an AO farther to the I 
west. 

1ntelligenoe secured by the. 1/9 Cav :l.n. the. lIIQW!.tainoul. area to the North . l 
and west of La~. indioatad VCfN"lA aotivi'tiV'. Thill 1st Baa direotede fo~, f' 
l3n O:Lro~ent o.f the taros. Co ~ reported assullling thG!t blooldnli pan v:J.oj,n!~ 
69a2~2 at: 0}25 lu::a after an sllni8ht maroh. Co A/6th liberat ]n beOSllle OCAte 
1/8 O&v at 00(10 hH.. . libF Co waa Ulployed as WIllIMV lind plaoed ~ a bl~ 1 .. 
position. (vi.' D~Jia52o.5 ).. Go C waa eXtraoted bylJHUc !;lett:. and d'flplo;yel! ~t~: 1 

i 
Q..o..N-F.:&.J)..li)o;N-T .. ~ ! 
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blooking pOsitions at 1015 h~a vio BQ 665168. Reoon ~'lat was attached to 00 
C at 1015 hlzs and along with Co C mortar pla.t was airlifted £rom MAllLIN to Oc 
O,'s looation. 00 1l heoane OCA to the 1/9 Cav and was immodiatelydeployed 
imiide the enoiroled area at 1}29 hra. 00 II aeoured LZi MtU~IN with a Co (-), 
until OIDG Co was airlifted to that. looation at 16}0 hrs. All Co's were in 
blooking positions at 16}0 hours. H&I programs oontinued with nag oontact 
reported the remainder of tha night. 

At 070605 July Co Il mortars transferred by air to Co Ilia location at 
J3Q 657244. Oontaot was established at 1015 vio ilQ, 615249 won element of th< 
2nd plat Co A killed (DO) one NVA soldiar end oaptured his WQBpon. The plan 
to shift the 1/6 Cav to the south end 1;igb.ton up ita area of reaponsib:\,l1ty 
was delayad one (lay sinoe OIDG foroes did not entar the AO and assume 00 A 1, 
seotor as planned. The AT Flat was detaohed from Co A and returned to LZi . 
MARLIN at 1650 lira to inorease tho seourity of that psn. Negative furthar 
oontaot was made. 

Commenoing 08075} 00 J. was relieved in seotor by OIDG elements and re-Ell 
ployed to a :i'Z at DQ. 665168. At 1,255 hrs 00 A had aasumed new blooking panel 
in the southam third of the AO. In preparation for the next days offen'iv~ 
Co (l, moved by air to BQ 610170 olosing at 1}00 hrs. l?atrolling oontinued by 
CIDG and A'r liilat~ons vic of LZ MlIIU,JiN. A OIDG patrol made oontaot with 2 NY 
soldiars at 1545 hrs. 1 NVA soldier was killed (DC) and the other oaptured 
and evaouat:ed. l1lans for offensive o)?ns on 9 July reqUired that 00 0 attaol,l: 
in seotor supl'orted by AjOth Engrs blooking. Co A.oontinued limited probest 
Negative further o.untaot was reported. Illuml.liation and. H&I progllBms CIOn- ' 
tinued through out tho. nigllt. 

At 0645 hra 9 July Co (l, oonducted its attack in seotor with negative re' 
sults. Co C ooiled for the night in t.he AO and continued the attaok the 
foll'i'lwing day. Two plats of A Oo/6th lilngre oonduoted limited probes and ear 
tnblished blooking pan for 00 0 to SWeep againat. 00 0 awept assignad area 
and returned at 1950 hours with negative oontaot. 00 D was relo.ased from 
OCi. 1/12 and bocame OOA 1st Bde for Ban Jlleoh security, l:'lans for moving Co 
B b.y 1st Bde wer.e tentat,ively SchedUled for the following day. 

Upon oom)!letion of offensivGl opns in the AO 1,st llde ordered a stendown 
in plaoe of 1 at Dde uni tEl prior to moving to a now: area of opns. At t2}0 hl=' 
10 July 00 ., began an air oxtraotion from BQ 6611 to the waterfall neal/: LZ . 
MA.l.LlN. Co U began an air mvt at 1335 hra to the same area. Il.ooon remained 
OC ... to Co C fo:r.~he move. Co D{-) and liq 1/0 remained stLz' M1uu.r:t~. 1,/8th 
lilngrs was exi:r.e~tcd baok to 1st llde 011 areR and was releas.ed from OOA 1/0. 
The lln (-) 'Nae thus aoUnd via LZ MJIl'!L.m. Hans for opns in the next AO . 
oontiuuud. Jm activo H&I was fired throughout the night and negat:!.ve contap· 
was report,r;d. . 

Oommenoing 110005 A 00 began tha 1,st lift of the lln (-) to llsn NIRViINJI .. 
J3Q 504595. O:rd'i"r." of move was Co A, 00 C, l3n CP and 00 D. The move was 001Il00 
plated by 1·135 hra. OIDG plats securing LZ. MARLIN were detaohed and air­
lifted baak to l:'an :iiOOT, looation of 1,at J3de ':I1.IC em. D Day for the opns in 
the now AO was. scheduled for 1.2 July 66. Co 11 continued as security foroe 
for llan Blech under tst llde. On ill Day 00 A was to airasaault into LZ's 
WllGE and ORm with Co 0, D and the OR landing at L~ NEW'llON. i3n Recon plat 
was to assault into Lz. CRJiW1. No !i&Ila we.refired due to a heavy populated 
e.rlla and negative oontaot was made while at ~sn NIRV,INA. 

At 12093,0 hra a tube. arty 'prep on LZi's ORW and FUDWil preoeeded Co Ala 
assaulta into that area. At 1007 Co Als 1st and 2nd plats assaulted into L2 
OIlEO (IlQ 4055}0) with neg oontaot. Following 00 A I S move 00 0 followed by 
Co II and the C~ group aseaulted into LZ NlllW'Jl.QN (llQ 415505).. This aasault wa 
preoeeded by a TAC air strikll beginning 0930 hra. The lteoan plat then sir 
aseault.ed into LZ CBlil4M (DQ }18544), with neg oontaot. This landing was also 
preoeo.ded by a 'rAe! air swike beginning at ,000 hrs. M('C/. olosed the lln iJil 
the new AO by 1125 hra. Co 0 aiapatched plat size patrols to the Nlil t lilt am,\ 
Slil, reporting wails and a possible. way station at .i3Q, 428489. 00 C romainer 
in tho AO with neg oont.act. Co A movod to the W &. SW with 1st and 2nd plats 
on separ.ate routes. 00 A Oll remained ne.ar LZ :roDGE. The: Co (-) oonducted 
search and destroy opns £rom thare with negative contact. 

~e Moon plat was hindered by Virgin terrain and their planned :.IOute 
had to be modified. Patrolling continued with negative. contaot. 0 lltry 2/tl 
cloSQd lIZ Nl!lWl10N and t.i:red an active H&I program throUAhout the night. The 
one report of enelllY aotion resulted frclII suspeoted f:!.ring on a OH-47 Fast of 
LZ NJIlW'rON. AT plat ( .. ) wea d:!.spatched and found a largG way stat1.on vic DQ,.> 
408514. The patrol wal! reinforced l?~cr ta da.rk end estabUshed an ambush 
for the night. No oontact wae made. 
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... 
Commehoing f}0700 00 0., ~on plat, and Co of. oontinued S&D with CoO 

reporting oomple.tion of o.perations. in its. AU by 1200 hrs. The iJn CO ord.ered : 
<b Cl to ooil and prepare for oxtraotion. At 1.}20 hrs Co A bagan coiling vio ' 
LZ FUDGE. and the :un IteOOIiL plat was extraoted haok to LZ NMOl~. The 1/8 (-} 
was alerted to, move to !.an MECCA (AQ 947552) tc secure elemanh of the 221'!;1l 
AHJ3. Co Cl was chosen to make the assault beginning at 0700 hrs the follomr 
day. an aotive H&I program was fired in LZ.N~~ON that night with neg oon. 
taot reported. 

Beginning 1407t0 Co c, Co D (-) and a portion of the lJn CP lef" vio of 
La NEWTON for position MECCA; but due to inolement woather hindering visual 
observanoe of the LZ, the assault foroe landed at Ban Bleoh at BQ 005597 
(pan VALHiJi.L!.i.). jlt 0845 hra the fog liftod and the assault foroe was air 
lifted. at 0855 hrs with neg oo.ntaot. The remainder of tho lin (-) closod 
from LZ NEWTON at 1145 hrs. Co.t!, at lJan Blooh, returnod toOCiI 1/6; but 
oontinuod as the eacurity foroe around ViuJ!!.i.LLA. One tank: Co (Co 0 1/69 
Armor)' booame OCA 1/8 Cav. Co A dis.patohed all rifle plat to ambush sitslil 
within 1500 meters rsdius of MEC.CA. No oontaot was made. Co C wallll dosig­
nated as. 1st Dde ,0 min reaction foroe. The ,rd plat Co C 1/69 arrived 2015 
hrs at MECCA for aid in the defense of tho aoft laager area. No H&I's were· 
firod beoause of the po,pulated area. No oontaot was reported. 

Commenoing 150630 hrs Co B sent a plat to rpovido sellUl'ity for engineer: 
working en a blown bridge hypass (AQ 613601.),. Co A returned to MEC011 from 
ambush looations and assumod Jde ,0 min reaotion foroe. Co 0 returned to th, 
security Ildlssion for MECCA. The l'leoon plat departed MECC.h at 0904 to searoh 
and destroy west of MEGCA, returning at 1610 with negative. reaults. At 1:533 
Co A beoame OOA to 1/9 and daparted MECCi. by air. 3~d plat Co C 1/69 de ... 
parted MEC.c.t. for VALHALLA to join its parent unit for a future opn. Co B 
oontinued to eaoure VALHiILLA. Co C and Co II oonduotod the same mission at 
MECCJI. No oontaot was reported. 

Commenoing 160800 Co C. dispatched looal anti-mortar patrols in the via 
of lIlJlXlCA. Co C. olosed at 1305 hrs. with one report of finding a ,0 0111 ammo 
box in the AO. Planning for a future opn was in effoot throughout the day. 
Neg enemy oontaot by /lIlY 1/8 element was reported. 

Beginning 170720 July Co C, dispatohed three seourity patrols in the area 
Co II dispatched two auoh patrols. 1/6 reoeived OCA of 1 plt of engrs from 
i,/8th l!hgr to secure on arty btry at :JQ 120550, and 1 Co of aIDG that began. 
screening opn betwean V.Al&LLJ. and MECCA. !.i.ll pat:t'ols returned at 1700 hrs 
wi th neg oontaot reported. H&I programs. were inoreased and no enemy oontaot 
was reported. Co A remained O~ to 1/9 Cav. 

On 18. July the units at MECCJ' oontinued to oonduot eaourity patrols. 
0.0 B at V~ dispatched a plat to a blown bridge AQ 9744601. The only! 
inoident of the perlod was AT sqd reoeiving auto wpns fil;e while air asaaul'l<_ 
ing into the LZ at AQ 979544. Onoe on the ground no more fire was reoeived 
and there WS1'e no further reports, of oontaot in tho AO. H&I'a wore fired 
and planning for future opns wore oonduoted. 

Beginning 1900,0 00 l) at Psn VALHALLA roported an electrical davioe 
spotting 18-25 persons moving outside their erea. Mortara wera fired, how­
evor no evidenoe of an enemy force was found.. At 0800 hra Co's C and D be­
gan sq\18d size patrolling near MECCA. Patrols oloaed at 1:225 hra with neg 
oontaot repor's. H&I programs oontinue.d with neg oontaot throughout the 
night. 

: 

At2004J0 radar taama at V"loH4H4 again J;'eported movGlllent outside of V~' 
l:!JU,r..Q,. Tank was. used to fire at the unsean target with no known results. At"I' 
0815 hrs Co C and l) bogan patrolling around MECCA area with no oontaot. CIIiG 
oontinuod. aa~1ty opne to the North of MECCA. CO C 1/69 armor became 00.11':', 
agein to 1/8 at V.ILHALLA for seeurity of that araa. Co". remad.ned. OOAto 1/9, 
Planning for opn in area GRElllN oontinued. Active H&I's oontinued. '.' ~ 

On 21 July the area GRE1l1tll opn was eanoel1ed. J?atJ;'olling in area MllX)Cll; 
continued. Tank infantry team frOll Co B 1/8 and C 1/69 deputed VNUfAI,I,b 1;9' 
the NE on a S&J;l IlIiseion. NegatiVE) coniaet reported. 00 A became OCA to1("1'~ 
Cnv. Aetiv$ H&I with both arty and mOJ;'tars oontinued in the AO with neg 
oontaot reported. 

Oommencing on 0700 the 22nd of Juiy Co C 1/69 a:t'IIIor oo~c1u.ted lllElehanb~ 

c..o:..lf.li'.:r..~];.Jl.-L 
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pat:l:'clling around HEOCi. return:mg to V .. :I..l1A1.LA that a:t:ternoon. Co. 0 utilized 
3 sqd size patrols areund MECCA. CIDG oontinued soreening So.uth of MECCA. 
A/8 lihgrs became OOJ, to 1/8 at VAIiHHI.L ... for aid i.n seourity o.f the1:ir lo-
cation. H&l'a oo.ntinued during the hrs o.f darknoss with neg oo.ntaot re-
ported in the Ao. 

On 23 July intelligence reports ef an NVJ. soldier at AQ. 955484 (village; 
oaused the 1/8 to dispaton a plat and sqd fro.m Co 0 to. attempt oapture. . 
Searo)J. of the village failed to leoate the suspeot and the plat closed 
MECO.A with neg oontaot reported. Three long range OPs were. po.sted S, W, and 
& of MECCA all reporting neg contact. Two Pagan Teams were introduoed 
into the lecal AO areund MECCA. 

Commenoing 240900 Co 0 dispato)J.ed three patrols from J.l'JEOCA olosing at 
11200 with neg reponts. iagan ~eams oonsisting of 6 and 7 man long range 
patrols from Co D dispato)J.od on the 23rd returned with neg oontact reported. 
Shertly after t600 hrs Co II sent 1; plat by air to seoure a dawned aoft at , 
.t'l, 055605. This plat olosed at 1'600 hrs. having aocomplishod its missian. 
NegativG oantaot reported. 

It was planned to. movo 00 A to lOOCJl to. se= that looation en the 
25th, hawever mcvement plana were canoelled due to weather conditicns. Plat 
of Co A remained OOA to. 1/9. Co C oontinued to patrol MECCA with neg contact 

Beginning 260900 July Co A plat OOA to. 1/9 returnEld to Co. ",I oontrol. 
Co C patrolled erea MECCA with neg results. H&l's fired throughout the nigh,t 
with no oont.aot. 

Commenoing 270800 Co C & II oondul3ted patrols in the vic of MECGA. At 
1550 hrs Co I S. a &D with tha bn cP oloaed Vil.LH1IJi.LA fronl MEO-CA in preparation 
fer the- next days move to. Camp Radoliffe. Negative contaot \!ws reported in 
the AO. 

CommenOing 280835 1/8 ground oonvoy passed SF and be{;an the mova to 1m 
Xhe. At 1105 hrs 1st 0..1.30 sortie lifted ian VJIl.HAL,LA for 1m &he. ~6' Bnls 
road and air move olosed 1m &he prior to darkness at approl/: .1800 hrs olosina 
the Iln (-). Co.J remained OOA to 1st jjde at Ban Illeo)J. (V'Ji.HALLA) returning' 
to 1m &he by oonvey 30 July 66. 

12. RESULTS~ 

a. EnEllD3~ va KIA (lla) - 3. vee - 1" Wpns (Ind), - 1, SA Ammo - 350 rds 
grenades. - 14, 75 mm RL rds - 3, Uniforms & Equiptlont - 40 lbs, Russian 
Gas Mask - 1 and Chioom Fld !?hone - 1.. 

b. Friendly. KIA - 0, WIA - 12, MIA _ 0 

o. US Equipment destroyed during operation I None. 

a. In general logistical and servioe support were exoellent. 

b. ~Q long turn around time of tho resupply helioopters from. Tu;r Hoa whiJ.o 
tho units were around LZ i1J>IU.IN oaused an almost oontinuous u.aaga. ~e .. 
number of hrs the log helioopters must fly is, of oourse, dire.tly pro­
portianal to the taotioal deployment; ie the distance from nn trains to 
the oompanies. 

o. Communioations were extended to a maximum while tne forward OP was at LZ 
NEWTON. At this time the En trains were moved to Vl>.LHALIuI and for ape. 
riod of approx e hrs there was no. direot oommo admin/log net between the 
fcrward OF and En trains. 

~e meve of tne En trains from l'u;y Hoa to V"ILHALLJ, was i!:lproperly super­
vised by higher headquarters. 

{ , , 
t 

: 

j 

e. ~e sho.rt distance between V,.J.JUIlw,. .. nd l'lEOC .. !:lade :resupply and feeding b: 
h.,lioopt&rs quite eaBy. Initially we would use the two. log ships from 061, 
to 0630 and from 1630 to 1800, a total of 3. ~/ 4 liIrs for resupply an/l. feed. , 
ing; );,(ltor.as· the.daily fog bank clung to l'll!:CIJA tne use (if ships depended I 
on tne weather oanditions. Breakfast was served whenever it came, as lat. 
as 1130. .md supper was prepared for pick: up as oarly as 1530. ~ 

" . 
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f. The weather beoame so sporadio that a oonvoy with breakfast and resupply wr. 

dispatohed from VALHALL,I on three suooessive mornings. The road oonditib~ 

p1'Q'9!9l1ted the oonvoy fro!lll. arriving as early as; it should have. '" 
• 

g. Barrier materiala were requasted by tho company dafending MECCA and these 

raques'ta wera forwarded to 1iSt FSE. SinM it had none on hand they sent 

back to An Illio. At the same time the Bn 5-4 seotion at An Rho waa oon­

taoted. By personal arrangement wiith the 228th the 1/8 l:ln 54 waa able to 

get 5000 sand bags and 56 rolla of oonoertina direotly from An Rhe to MECC 

two days. prior to the arrival of that reques.ted by 1st FSE. 

14. COMMiINDlllR'S ANALYSIS, 
a. GGnerall 

(t), This operation was mounted in an area where looal intelligenoe agono:!!. 

(23rd ARVN Div Ad. Gp., llarleo seotor, Buon Ho sub seotor, Buan Bri6!l 

SF Camp) had indioated little VO aotivity. It aploeflred that there was 

little more than an intuitive feeling. that the va might be there. :m 
t.erms of the oomhat power oonuaitte.d, the rosult.s were disappointing. 

(2) In oonnection with the extremely limited VO oontaot experienoed, I be 

livve that it was reasonably apparent by 20 July that we had hit a 

"dry hole". 

(3), This battalion waa away from its baso oamp for a period of 49 days, 

resulting :lin equipment "wear and tear" beooming apparent after appro~ 

one month. During this period, the men received only a one day stand 

down (2 July). Despite the length of the period and the brevity of tl 

stand-down, I do not bel:heve that they were exhauated or sun-down, de 

primarily to the light enemy oontaot experienoed during the latter 

part of the period (OPERATION HENRY CLAY AIRBORNE). 

b. Weather' Inadequate attention was giten to the impaot of weather on oper. 

ations. The limiting weather oonditions experienoed were not unseasonablE. 

being those normally to be expeoted in the Western plateau area during th~ 

season of the Southwest monsoon. 

o. :Rerimeter Security, This headquarters experienced di££icult.y in acoom­

plishing its mi.ss:i.on of ooordinating the perimeter security of the V.b.LH1>Ll 

area forward base camp beoauslil of the limited resouroes available for thi( 

purpOS.Q espeoially in oonsideration of other assigned missions and beoauB( 

of its inoomplete alo!Elreness cf the daily employment and utilima,tion of th6 

several aombat and oombat SUPl)ort units. operating under Brigad.e oontrol 

and providing portions of the secur~t1. 

d. Communioation: 
(1.), The. PRC-2.5 has been proven to be an imprROtioal radio for long ;J:ange 

patrolling because. of the Wlight of the batteries required to sustai: 

operation. lihoh W teem has also been shown to require both an AM 

and EM capability. 

(2) Communications aeourity (Comsec) is Gtill a weak point tobs noted p~ 

all radio nata.. 

s. Indigenous Prog:ramal 
( 1). PSYWJ,R aoUvi ties were mostly ine££eotive during the operation sinoo 

the loudsperus:er and leaflet programs were in the Vietnam11lse languagQ 

and not in the looal Montagnard dialeots peCUliar to the operating i: 
area. 

(2); Maison within Montagnard villages, CIDG, SF, Projeot Delta, and 

sub-seotor oamps for intalligenoe, guides, and interpreters proved 

most suocessful for this battalion. The battalion prooured and 

paid for its OliU Vietnamese and Montagnerd guides and interpreters 

who were made available to units down to and inoluding pla toon level 

during the last several weeks of the operation. . 

<:3.1 The provision of 1001.11 foro .. personnel familiar w:Lth language and 

terrain in the opemting area during the early atages oi' the operat:i,( 

greatly assisted in the. interrogation of vee/vcs and in guiding r 

patrols.. . 

f. Misoellanaousl 
( 1), The opportun1 ty to 1IIOrk wi th the Cavalry squadron and a tank oompany 

provided va.l.uable training for this battalion. 

(2) Reaction time was inadequate in the case of several operations in­

volving Co A, 1/8. In this regard, no, problems rasulted beoause 

of a lack of enemy oontaot.. Had the enemy aotivaly opposed. several 

of that oompany's air as~ulta, serious oasualitios very easily 
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oould have been sustained beoause of a laak of LZ preparation • 

• 
(3) The provision of aerial surveillanoe by 1st Brigade in support 

of thili\ battalion waa exoellent. 

(4) The failure of higher he.adquartera to notify this unit of map 
ooverageaxoquired for propoaed or pending operations oaused 
tMs. headqp.ar1;ers. to "s.eoond guess" and/or to overstook ooverage 
of very large areas. in order to meet the almost evor-ohanging 
needs. 

a.. When it beoomes. reas.onably apparent that an operat:Lon has hit a "dry 
hole", it should be rapidly terminated or tho operation should be 
shifted to another area. 

b. The limitations to oporations impos.ed by predictably poor weather oon­
ditiona should receive a greater degree o·f attention when planning 
future mis.siona. 

c.. The responsibility for forward base camp seauri;ty should bEl retained 
by Brigade. As. the aenior headquarters, it is in the best positicn 
to o.oordinate perimeter seourity and has the means to do 8.0. The 
Brigade lleputy Commander :l.s the logioal officer to handle this re­
quirement. 

d. Foroe.s deployed in a perimeter seourity role should undergo a "WILDCA'l''' 
·alert at least every 48 hours on a s.ohedule to inolude both day and 
night alert t:l.roe s.. 

e.. The R'.I1-1B, JIM, S;ingle Side Band,. fixed crystal radio should be am­
ployed in long range patrol team operations. It weighs four (4) 
pounds. and operates on e:l.ght (8), 13.(. 30'S. 

f. Continued oommand emphasis. should oontinue te:> be given to a program: 
of oommunioations security. 

g. I:'SYWAR aotivi ties. s.hoW.d be ta:Uored to the. area of operations in terms 
of'effectiveneas with regard t(J indigenous_ pers.onnel. 

h. I4aison at battaUon level with fri.endly l<;>cat intelligence souroes 
should be oont:i.nued and enl!ouraged as a means",f providing timely in-
formation, guidea and intel!pretens. .., 

i. Operations shouJ,d be planned with a view to Oonsiat$ll.tly allow prop.er 
planning and reaotion time for subordinate ~its. 

Subordinat units. should be informed of possil:>le end pe1'tQing general 
operating ereas. on iii continuing ba&s in ordier that the ~:\limum map 
stoOkage may be ma:i.ntained, in the field. 
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• Tr~ils 0/1. 
<JIiIli liIllIf<iY c.:w.y (JiliN), 
HQ. 1';0 Qav 
Maps 1150,000 SheGt' 6749 I 

Well Used Trail 

I 

¢' _Fox holes for ambush sites 
. (> 

«:10 

""",Well used 

.All trails 2 to 4 toet wido 
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1st lln (Abn) 6th Cav 
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(I ~ Rice Caohe. 
~"~ Montagnard VO village 
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1. All E-W trails recently used 
and well defined 

2. '.I1rails, N-S are defined, but show no reoent 
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