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COM' AT FUNDAMENtAlS FOR AOVISORS 

Tt.e p 01 ,ho UI'IoI:N ~ ...... Go. ... fIIMfII in VodAom " to 
",'''' 1"- Go.e<tImffII 01 lhe R~p"bk 01 'Y.e! ... m .. ~_Iight lor Ir«dom 
Togflh ........... in lhe .. r"~!i1c _u .the V;et COf'l9. 

'n the pr ...... .,t;on 01 Ihe ...... American ~ ... e (lied u_ 
10 ~.;"t Ihe t-iI .. .,oOtI ..,d 10 gJW t.oo.nd odv"'e. This act.-.cl mu>! boo 
I.o....! on In obJOd..... • ..... )'110 grounded on lundamenl" m~h.., 

~. Attodoed ... combat ptecepu " lhey .w,. to lh, ...... 
' ·oeI ...... , -.flc. .. , (""""endtd lot yoo,r uudy ..... lOW. The elltel __ 
01 \'OUr td,;...-y eliot,. .. ill be in d;rKt prOpO<iion to lhe """,,,,"lion 01 
comb.! f"nd~ok. ~Io-dt'" ~ ~'''rw:e aM.,."...,...,., !-tI'W. 
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" "'~MIUiH.' 

, A"~,,,.It~;·tecllc 01 Ih;:YC:rs Ihe.~mhusti.· By V'I! of the embush 
"'" VC "ek to o"let their O¥eta!l Inferiority in manJlO'Ol('t 8(ld "'eII~onfy 
Ihrbtigh $Utprlte arid concelltr6l'loo'ot rOtt8et<!ne:loc>tlon'-R~nkl"!llhl, 
typic$! gUettl"-' rn8Muyer, -MIHmbu.h thinking a"" planning ,hO\Jfd 
bet;bme seci.nd nel~re to oyory U.:s, Advl""'.ln Vjetna.-n. 

Th~ CGmool Funclamunt~$ IGP Advl.or~ which follows, in lhls publl. 
celiOll e.e Ipplk::eble In ge..er,jr"tv 011 military operotin',,-but lhw 'hauld 
be I;(H\lIentlv epplled to uncover, th .... "t or dMtrny VC ambushes. For 
t>Cempie, a lltendard VC tllCllc'!i 10 attack 8 ~mlcl or .mall flO>t 85 

. ebBl!J, then IIMbu,", M .tho route ~hlch go,;.ernmenl rolnfotCf'metlls 
mUll hike ttl rejleve o~ reln/orce -the hemld or 'm~!1 post. Slrd e_v 
relief «>Iumn I. a pOtenlial lorgel it must leke the proper '!!CH,lty 
meMUrtIS enrOlll& end not IlISh headl"!"J, do ... n Ihe road, Where pl>lsl~e 
Ihe relle' column fihould move by two or more toutefi &,1<1 ""oid the 
m~t obvious arid direct route, 

0... of the moln pro!rienisln entl.guerrille w~r Is to bring Ihe enemy 
10 tombat. Wh,,," h~ embu$heS, he voIunloors 10 light. Thu.! the de,," 
trutllo" 01 the 6mh~sh f1)usllMl\',om" e main obijjo.:tlYf 01 P,VNAI' fomn-' 
e' Importenf";' In some C&ieJ more ImPorlont 10 Ih. over.g eU"", th~~ 
the, rel"'l toIilmi> ~uU, 

AIoI(clpele 4mhushes - nole poIentiai emLusl1 aitSi 8S e re5u~ 01 
I\3st o~~r1enC(> 8~d :'I>OP 'ec<>nrl<lkynce'- mak. d~ajled fire sup;>orl 
""Ali _.use reclmn.I .... lI(:u by lise (otlillery and $m.1I arms) agaln't 
li~ly embu<h ere.~ - I"~ al~ cover ..., adopt ullr.>.8<:urO IOfm.tlon._ 

. lakf ullOrthod&' 8ppfo~ ~1Id 'route, _ use multlj)/e roul~$ -'Ire 
flcm! .... Oqthe:d end d.n9 VC tdv&II(O,ln/oI"l1llltioo _ lot secure In planning 
troop m.we.l,e"!1i ..., scrteil lICIUeI movelilenl, ",,'Ith ground pa(rols ope. 
feting 10 front end fI.~~, '0/ Ihe ·m.tn body 10 discover em\a.,h ,II .. 
belore the main body arrives. 8e I\IsplIllous _, bo prettle&! _ be profe$-
510(111. Ap~y theJundementa/$ encl evold the _ AMBUSH, 
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o t I',ih. ml,slfln' cl6erly understood by 6111 

~',.t'2; p.,~ 'the ~n' ~~ ;,~~ilty l' II the,en.;;~~\he '~blfClIvw Plrtl.'" 
culerly biter C(lntoet h •• beet'l g&lned, rether th&n \err4ln J-I~ Il/&' 
'"Ign~)or ,~.ntfo/;p'urp<>51051 . 

3.:'ooeS~ plOS1 ~ave a' decisive, aUafnabie ob;~iv6?' ~ 
~, I. the stleellon of 'the objectl~ i,.~ '0;' ,Ih~' mian1"liv~'~ab!e, 

the er.emy, and e rO{lIOlleble $lle area 01 operatiOns r " " 
S. Is II plenne~ to use 0'1! available mea~s ~ C~ev.: ~rveo,{' .".,ve"pon" 

artiQerv, elr,. thlps end/or I>o~t$, elmO', alfboro~,' . ' 

OFFENSIVE: 

1. 15 t~~ commander imposin9 hit Il/ill O~~ the enemy rather then 
·reacting 10 erlemy ectlon? Only oli;!Mlve oetiotl cen -win .rId p'revtnt 
the enemy,lrOnl \l$C1p<ng, reorganJling, and r~$umJlI9 hi, ~tt~cl<. 

2~ 15 the co",!"ander keeptn", contoCI and pursuing 'Il/ith 611 
available meaM-lnfantry, ~rmor, arjillNY, h~liborne endlor ·~trborne 
fors:e$, boGI, end air? If contact is 10M I~ ev~ry effort made <to 
reestablish It through tho use of aerial, $~rvell~n«l, e.lendod ".tro/s, 
Eagle flighlt, end 8ggr~$slve' offenSive e'ell<ln 1 

3. Ate night opera\ton~ used 11X1lII1iivety to,aC«OmplbhdM,ml$SklrI 
,rid ti) ketlp the enemv 011 lhe def!nslve? ,II' ,,;.: 

, ,4. ~, the plln block al! VC e$(:epe ro.~les?"~ 

S. Has the commender'ln$t!lled In hlf ItoOl» e.'II111Ioiwh\ 1 "" 
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I. \. every ponlbl. meuu,. belllg .I.ken.,to prevont lu(prllt by 
lhe full .. .., 01 IntetllgellC<l and coUMer.hteillgoocG? Reconnlll~i.eei 
S06ri;h¢$, !>Iillols; aelnll oMervllUons, PW'e, InformIUo!)_ frO!l1' higher. 
end'iower unll$ ? ' 

2. Do&s the formation adopted by Ihe cOmmander durlAg approach 
10 conllrtl Or on reconn.l.sance InslI,e 1ho meln body &gal"" "",lnith 1 :' 

3. Doe5 the ~mmander move the unit by bOOMS wilen lie i:<ln$l'· 
de.s contact Imminent.? • . _ 

4. Does Ihe c<>Il1mander h~ve kno..le<lge 01 the cl\'illans end InerJ. 
Iv forces In the eree 7 

S. Is the commender using de(:eptlon 10 keep tbe VC -011 Mien.:..?' 
For eumple, moving at nighl end the use 01 camoullage eM ~n. 
~ellimellt ? . . 

6. Is there ~ecurity' on mOves 1M 1I.lts 1 Outpolls, lentlnels, 
SCOII1s,. searcl)e&, retonnols •• nee, Ind Jt."hh In mOving' units'? 

1. wru,t Is the Neellon 01 til", viil&ger" are I~~v Irlendly ,or ~~ . 
III<1\- dlsapJMllrcd ? \ 

a All., oi.jeetlv~s &«I telU!n, is iec~rlty ,cQhtinuQus ~nd 'lI' tht 
oIf4!t ,,,reked 1- , ,., ",,", 

CIVIC ACTiON 

',. H~s tilt eomll\lnder uqulr$d 'hll. s~tel"$, to Irt:a' ~villllllni 
properly '0 Ihlt lhe e\tmlM of RVN 'h&v$ e ,1evorabl, IrnPf8nion. ot. 
Ihllll Army 1 

2. H8~ the IOldiel"$ heen' prope~ briefed ot re~ill$l cfvile" 
property 1 Food, CfO/>f, ,d~lIngl end.enJroelt} ,."'" " . 

• 



FIRE ,#l.NJ?i,~.\HeUVE'" 

1. In ~n dff_lve ,lluallon, doe$ \.he commander use ~r .. end 

milneuver 10 c1dI8'w\l1! and ·d8l11'tly.lh-.'enilmy:l (FIM; ~-f'"lRht;'Fjnl"'). 
• • ,,, '" ," ,- "'" ,_", ' .~ .-1 

, _,2. Ne, mobility, mean. _bei~ uwd. tQ,<;f(loye"I~Vf:lAf fotoK taUer 
th ... yc r·M 113'I,.hel)eopter" lr • . ~lri>lehe."rI_bpa,t~ 1., . 

3, o..u. th~ un;'t estGblkh'. -' b8~O ;;" (;.... .~ iri,.net.ver' ~I ' I .... 

"'me lime, 1~IdJlg odV,nlage of dkeel'-lIIId ;rndlrett fire ,su~porhlemenl~ 

",1,11$ maneu_lng ? 
" ,,',,-' ,,' ,.,,, 

4. H~ the ~l'flIrr"\nd,, IlIiIcd b,< C<lmm~plGlltl~t,..."h ~~pOfll$lg 

,rllUal'll m()rI~rs,., ,aimed rlverboots, 8",1 air !()"c04ar~rd80 cOI>\lnk\OU. 

~,e $IIpporl ? " lhe $Illall unk com~l'KIcr (~nt{olling his J~,7 

s. HQ.v, plc:-nl bun mod, for Ihe p'urlult ond conllnuollo'n 
~f ',he' ohGck ,f .• . 

6. C~n the .a.'m<! 01 maneuver be cblnged to fUll the'·~lluat~h? 

F"" WImple, ~tn und ... fire, doc., the unit tab ImrM<lllt<'l' ..cloon to 

ffank th ffie"'y! 

~OMM""'D. AND C~iJtOL' 

1. How <a~ the ~OIn",.nder be,t colltroi iIwo OperatiOn'? ~ 
,,!we 1 What w,Mol mel~urM '/ WI,,,,, wililhe (Ompcillllnl" of fI", 

foYlll'mt sb.!t? WI .. t ligna! or comn.lnd will be u~ to .torti.trlft. and 

atop It ? How, ... hon. and ",here 1h000Id Ihe attack OtdoIr b.l5Iucd 11-. 

2, Is l!-o~r .. a de~r..c,* cf,lnMi 01 (OO'I'm.nd to i;.OrIIola u;'I~"oI 
.If",t end the dodliva 8ppt~ion of f"ll ,~omb.t IH1I0181' ? , , 

3. t& lh(>l'e COGrdlM!jcn ot all 1,ore0!1 ItIIoIird • e<l1II'M~ '-go.l? 
COJrdlnaliOll .. II~ Provino;$ (RF, PF. Rln~I"'), Sector, [\IVil;on, 'Air 

ftrw, N,vy, M)trn", 1· "" ,'-." 
'r," 
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;:/ j. ,'~' ·;·f·····'" . 
\ "_' t,' COMIMN6' ,AHD" ,C:~TRCL' {CONT'OI 

,'G~ , 
· ~';P;)1 Ihffe • ~Ingle -comm,n4tr, ~I th~. ope<a!ion? 

:' ~.Jl~. eomt'liun1citlois wilh, ~~ ,~d hlgkt:r echtlOM ;bet!! 

·""t~~.a ~'ch8Cke.I to I>rov'ldll control? ~. 

~: Dhes' Ih. ,eommandff h • ..- cootlnU()~' .COf1Imunicati0ll5 ·, ... jl~ 
oih6nrran8!l~ alemtntt? Hfllbornllor(~, ,rm\K M(MIIIt; lI_bolb; 

elrbtiroe lore&> 1 . ' .. 
· ;. '1.:_HM IIIe eomm~n<kt mdde penp:n.l ~ilih t~ f,.dlow.ul' hll,o..t\tr .• 1. 
~., .~IrI.peeted hlo-men and lICIuipm&~! ,j,efore the opereUon 1 • 

. " 
8. Are the 111m IIrnpifl., al'ld 6.re ,the,ord"s delr? Have leadof,8M 

IrllOPt been briefed} . 

~l_,"''''-' th¢ commander checked food, ... et~r, medical 1!Jp~lM, 
medi~t evacuation, ommunltion, dlsln~IIOII, end \HIM e •• IIfIIl.f,equi\>, 

· mentl'O( Ih~ 0r>er.t1on 1 ' 


