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A Kingdom For A Cavalryman

A tall, stately warrior from a far-away land enters
a peasant village as if by magic.

He rallies the people and leads them against their
worst enemy who has ravaged and conquered their

people for centuries.

To show their gratitude they offer him their king-
dom and themselves loyal as his suhjects. They offer
the fairest maiden in the countryside as his bride.

But the time is not the Golden Age of Chivalry, but

the 20th Century.

The warriors steed is not a white stallion, but a

helicopter.

His weapon is not a jeweled magic sword but a

stethoscope and syringe.

Maj. Ira, J. Abramson, cf
Miami Beach, Fla., surgeon
for the 2nd Bde, of the 1st
Air Cavairy Division recalled
the happenings which occutr-
ed at Plei Tueck, a Montag-
nard village located in the
highlands of Pleiku Province
come 280 miles North of Sai-
gon.

. When the 2nd Bde. is on
an operation the Major
usually takes a few of his
medics and several medica-
tion kits, (after caring for
the injured and troops)
into a2 nearby village to treat
the Montagnard people.

In Plei Tueck, after he
had treated all the sick in
the village, a procession of
them came forward with
meats, bananas, breadfruit,
egge and other delicacies.

Finally, a young woman,
the most beautiful the vil-
lage had toc offer, was
brought forward. The chiefs
of the village had a proposi-
tion to make,

They asked Maj. Abram-
son to become their King and
stay with the village and
offered the young woman as
hiz bride.

Maj. Abramson, declined

as gracicusly as possible,
explaining that as grateful
and touched as he wag, he
had his orders to follow.

The people understood
and Teluctantly withdrew
their offer. However, a
great feast, complete with
music created by beating
on. various size metal pans,
was held in his honor.

Maj. Abramson describes
the Montagnards as «primi-
tive, but pleasantly homnest
and appreciative people,
who seldom if ever have 2
chance to be treated for
any ailment.» This accounts
for their average life-gpan
of only 35 years. Most of
their sicknesses, aside from
poor hygiene and the normal
cages of malaria, stem from
insect bites.

The 2nd Brigade, com-
manded by Col, M. J Beren.
zweig of Glendale, Ohio,
stayed. on the operation for
about three weeks. Diiring
this time, Abramson and his
medics treated some 500
Montagnards.

SNIP— Maj. Gen, John Norlon, Commanding Generat of the 1st Air Cavalry Division cuis
ribbon with the aid of 1/5th Hq Co First Sgt. Joseph McClean, (See below)

New Malaria Control Center

A malaria-conscious bat-
talion of the Ist Air Cavalry
Division has opened a new
aid station, appropriately
called The Malaria Combat
Ccntrol Center.

The new aid station,
built by the medics of -the
1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry,
will be used to conduct sick
call and as a focal peint for
the battalion’s figlit against

malaria,

It is the first of simifar
centers to be construeted by
other battalions of the Divi-
sion’s 2nd Brigade.

(Cont'd on Page Six)
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A dog, a rifle, and a man in the jungle. (See pages 4-3)

Sweat After Charlie

LZ JUDY—One of the nastiest jobs in the war goes
on every day umnnoticed by almost everyone inside and

outs ide of the Army

" It wweuild seem there’s not much glory in methodic ally
3 o MWwinually tracking Charlie.

Nearly every morning, 26
men of the Reccnnaissance
Platoon of Delta Company,
2nd Bn., Tth Cav of the 1lst
Air Cavalry Division put on
their gear and wait for their
platoon sergeant to shout
«Saddle Up's

They are the men who
must climb mountains and
wade through swamps and
rice paddies digging out
Charlei, for the 3rd Brig-
ade of the 1st Air Cav.

They know he’s out there
scmewhere,

But the most sophisticated
equipment ever assembled
by Americans to kill an ene.
my, including an armada of
helicopters that can reduce
miles to inches, can’t pull
him out of his underbrush
and caves.

Sc the individual infantry-
man must put on his pack,
sling his rifle and sweat
through the jungle' looking.

With each step he waits
for the bullet to coms
screaming out of nowhere
that meang the hunt is over.

Charlie is hiding. He's
hurt and he's running.

The Recon Platoon has
worked three weeks ag part
of an operation in which

461 Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese regulars were
killed.

No one speaks as the pa-
trol crosses the LZ and
moves single file past the
security perimeter.

Nobody locks back.

Most of these men have
been fighting the VO and
North Vietnamese in the
jungle for 10 long monthe.
There have been dozens of
clearings like this they have
had to call «Home» in that
time .... and there will be
many more.

The platoon fords a knee
— deep mountain Stream
running parallel to the

northern perimeter of the
LZ.

The men hold their weap-
ons in front of their faces
for protection as they walk

without speaking through
the 12 foot high eiephant
Brass. The razor sharp
edges of the two-inch

wide blades can cut through
fatigue uniforms easily or
slice a man’s face to the
bone,

Even though the morn-
ing is partially overcast the
men start to sweat under

{Cont'd on page Six)
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Saber News

Lt. Col. John Nedman has assaumed command of
the 70th Enginecr Battalion at Camp Radeliff,

e succeeds L. Col. Leonard Edelstein, who has
been reassigned to Fort Leavenworth, Kans., as a
member ol the Taculty at the Commund and General
Stall College.

The change of command ceremony look place July
13 with Brig. Gen. John M. Wright, assistant Divi-
sion commander, as reviewing  officer.  (reneral
Wright presented Col. kEdelstein with the legion Of
Merit and a plaque from the officers and enlisted
men of the Ist Air Cavaley Division.

Lefore joining the 70th Eungineer Battalion, Col.
Redman was a student al the Command and General
Stalt College,

I.t. Col. Keith Bauer, i{ook Commmand of the 1st
Cavalry Division’s 13th Transportation Corps Bat-
talion on July 21,

Col. Bauer replaces Lt. Col. Charles W. McQueary,
who is leaving Vietnam for an assignmeni with the
Army’s Transportation Corps School at Fort Euslis,
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