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A Kingdom For A Cavalryman 
A tall, stately warrior from a far-away land enters 

a peasant village as if by magic. 
He rallies the people and leads them against tbeir 

worst enemy who has ravaged and conquered their 
people for centuries. 

To show tbeir gratitude they offer him their ki ng­
dom and themselves loyal as his subjects. They offer 
the fairest maiden in the countryside as his bride. 

But the time i. not the Golden Age of Chivalry, but 
the 20th Century. 

The warriors steed is not a white stallion, but a 
hel icopter. 

His weapon is not a jeweled magic sword but a 
stethoscope and syringe. 

Maj. Ira J. Abramson, cf 
"'i\1:iami, Beach, Fla., surgeon 
for the 2nd Ede, of the 1st 
Air Cavalry Division recalled 

the happenings which occur­
ed at PIei Tueck, a Montag. 

nard village located in the 
highlands of PleikU Province 
Eorne 280 miles North of Sai­
gon, 

When the 2nd Bde. is: on 
an operation the Major 
usually takes a few of -his 
medic's and several medica­
tion kits, (after caring for 
the lnjured and troops) 
into a nearby village to treat 
the Montagnard people, 

In Plei Tueck, after he 
had treated all the sick in 
the village, a procession of 
them came forward ",,;th 
meats, bananas, breadfruit, 
egge and other delicacies. 

Finally, a young woman, 
the mOISt beautiful the vil­
lage had to offer, was 
brought forward. The chiefs 
of the village had a proposi­
tion to make. 

They asked Maj. Abram­
son to become. their king apd 
stay with the village and 
offered the young woman as 
his bride, 

Maj. Abramson, declined 

as gracicusly as possible, 
explaining that as grateful 
and touched as he was, he 
had his orders to foIl ow. 

The people Wlderstood 
and -reluctantly withdrew 
their offer. However. a 
great feast, complete with 
music created by beating 
on various size metal pans. 
was held in his honor. 

Maj. Abramson describes 
the Montagnards as «primi­
tive, but pleasantly honest 
and appreciative people, 
who seldom if ever have a 
chance to be treated for 
any ailment.» This accounts 

for their average life-span 
of only 35 years. Most of 
their sicknesses, aside from 
poor hygiene and the norm;)l 
cases of malaria, stem from 
insect bites. 

The 2nd Brigade, com­
manded by Col. M, J Beren­
zweig o-f G!endate, Ohio, 
stayed_ on the _operation for 
about three weeks. During 
this time. Abramson anc1 his 
medics treated some 500 
Montagnards. 

SNIP- Maj. Gen. John NorIan, Commanding General of the 1st Air Cavalry Division cuts 
ribbon with Ihe aid 0/ 1/51h Hq Co Firsl Sgl. Joseph McClean. (See below) 

New Malaria Control Center 
A malaJia-con5"Cious bat­

talion of the 1st Air Cavalry 
DiVision has opened a, new 
aid station, appropriately 
caned The Malaria Combat 
Centrol Center. 

The new aid station, 
bUilt by the medics of ,the 
1st BattaJIDn, 5th Cavalry, 
will be used to conduct mck 
call and as a focaL point for 
the battalion's fig;'t against 

malaria. 
I)t is the first of sim.\,i'ar 

centers to be constructed by 
other battalions of the Divi­
man's 2nd Brigade, 

(Cont'd on Page Six) 

A dog. a rifle, and a man in the JUIlgle. (See pages .1-5) 

Sweat After Charlie 
LZ JUDY-One of the nastiest jobs in the war goes 

on every day unnoticed by almost everyone inside and 
outs ide of the Army 

't.._ld seem there'. not much glory in methodic ally 
"' ... ]. IJlually tracking Charlie. 

rrearly every morning, 26 461 Viet Cong and North 
men of the Reconnaissance Vietnamese regulars were 
Platoon of Delta C<>mpany, kUIed. 
2nd Bn., 7th Cay of the ls.t 
Air Cavalry Division put on 
their gear and wait fOT'their 
platoon S€rgeant to shout 
(<Saddle Up!)> 

They are the men who 
must climb mountains and 
wade through swamps and 
rice p:a.ddjes digging out 
Charlei. fOor the 3rd Brig­
ade of the 1st Air Cav. 

They know he's QUt there 
somewhere. 

But the most sophisrticated 
equipment ever a&sembled 
by Americans to kill an ene_ 
my, including an armada 01 

helicopters that can reduce 
miles to inches. can't pull 

him out of his underbrush 
and caves. 

So the individual infantry­
ma.n must put on his pack. 
sling his rifle and sweat 
through the jungle looking, 

With each step he waits 
for the bu;lJet to CQlTle 
screaming out of nowhere 
that means the hunt is over. 

Charlie is hiding, He's 
hurt and he's running, 

The Recoo. Pliatoon 11M 
worked three weeks as part 
of an operation in which 

No one speaks as the pa­
trol crosses the LZ and 
moves single file pa-St the 
security perimeter. 

Nobooy locks back, 

Most of these men have 
been fighting the VC and 
North Vietnamese in the 
jllllgle for 10 long montM. 
There have been dozens of 
clearings like this they have 
had to call «HOlne» in that 
time .... and there will be 
many more. 

The platoon fords a knee 
- deep mountain strea~ 

flmning parallel to the 
northern p€rimeter of the 
LZ, 

The men hold their \'leap­
ons in front of their faces 
for protection as they walk 
without speaking through 
the 12 foot high elephant 

gra.ss, The razor Ma,rp 
edges of the two-inch 
wide blades can cut through 
fatigue uniforms easily or 
slice a man's face to the 
bone. 

Even though the morn­
ing is partially overcast the 
men start to sweat under 

((ont'd on pag" Six) 
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I Saber Ne'W's I 
Lt: Col., JO!1l1 Hedman has assllmed comllulnd of 

th(' lOth Engll1('C'r Battalion at Camp nadeliff. 
Ill' sllccecds Lt, Co!. Leollard Edelstein. ",ho has 

lH..'('n n';ls~lgnC(~ to Fort LrHYCllworth, Kans., as a 
]~lel1~h~r o! thl' facilIty at the COllllnan{1 and (icIlcral 
Stafl (,olle'''e, 

~ 

~Th~~ ('ha~g.(' (~f command cC,},CI110I1Y took place .luly 
HI "'llh Bn~, (,ell, .Iohn ~I. \\'right. assistant Diyt­
Sl?l~ cOlllmandl'r, as rcviewing orflc;:~r. (~cncral 
\\ nght presented Co!. Edelstein ",ith the Le"ion Of 
Mel'lt and a plaque from the officers and ';,listed 
I11cn 01 the 1st ,\11' Caval", Division, 

Before joining the 70th· Engineer Battalion, Col. 
i!-ed.'.llfl,Il was a student aL the C0l111nand and General 
Stall College, 

1.1. Co!. Keith Baller 
C:milfl' Diyision's l~tl; 
talion on .Iuly 21. 

look COlllmand of the 1st 
Transportalion Co,,!)S l3at-

Co!. naul'[' repia,'es Lt, Co!. Charies \\', ~Ie()ll('ary 
\\'ho lS leaving Yidllaln for an assjullllwui \\:--ith tll~ 
'~~'m;;'~ Tr:~nsport;llion Corps S('h()(~1 at Fort Eustis, 
\ IrgllllH, Co!. ~lcQlIr"l'\' 1'01lllllallllcd the l~th TC 
BatLalion 1'01' Illore than'thrse ycars. 

Tlie l.jth TC Battalioll io; ti,e I:tr~est h'lttalion in 
tIll: An,llY. Comprised of sonL' 1,.10:)'") men, Lilc hat­
t:dl~:ll ltlrni:.;~(~s ai:'CJ'{d'~ 111ail.1[enantT and parts to the 
mOl l' than 1.)() helIcopters 01 1st Cavalry division. 

C()~()n~l .\rchirl. n. lIyle, took ('t)ml11~llHI of lh~ 
1st :\:1' Cayalry Division's 1st Airl)()l'lle Bl'i(~adc d!lrin!~ 
:: Lhan.~c of COlllmand Cercm()ny held at the Hl'i(fad'~ 
IOr\YHnl Command Post.' b 

. Colollcl I-lyle :Icl"rptl'd the Brigade Colors frolll 
~.olo!lcl John J, Hennesscy, who h~ayes the Diyision 
tor nn H')signl11cllt at J)~~p;irtm(,:llt of the Anny with 
the DC]>lIll' Chid or Stall for Operations. ' 

. "\r{~j()r llow{)rd :\I. \Yilliams, has assumed command 
~j Company C, 22\lth ,\viation Battalion, 1st Air 
Cay"lry Iliyision, su('ceding Major \Yillard \" 
Bennett, ",ho ha~ h('en reassigned to the Slq;' 
Detatchmcnt at l~ort Leavenworth, Kansas. -,!.. 

The new commander arrived here frOT11 the Army 
Ayiation School at Fort Hucker, Alabama, 

Brig, (;en, '1','1', Phong of the Joint (;cneral Staff 
o! .the Repnhlic of Yictnam in Saigon, was a recent 
VISlt(.)1' to the 1st All' Cavalry Division's 2<1 I3dgrl(le. 

BI:lgac1c Cnmlnand~r Col. :\1. J. Berenl.weig escort­
ed (lcn. ~hOl~g and Ius party on a tour of the Brirfade 
arc,,: ",illCh mcluded H briefing on operations" in­
yoJymg comhincd clClncnts of the Yietnmllcse 1st 
Infantr:" Di"ision and uS Troops in the II Corps area. 

Stay Alert 
lIud 

StllY Alive • 

~~wffi~m~i 
THE FIRST TEAM F 

TifF. c.\ VAL.\m i. puhlished weeklv ullder 
the super.ision of the Inform'ltion Office 1st 
Ca"alry D:vision (\irmobile) anJ is all RUlllO'rized 
Army publication" The command newspaper is 
prlated by Dong Nam A, Saigon. 

Opiniou. expressed in the CAVALAIR are those 
of its editorial staff and not necessarily those of 
the Department of the Army. ' 

Commanding GeneraL 
Information Officer 
Editor. , .•...•. 

:\Iaj, Gen. John Norton 
Maj, Jolin Phillips 
PF~ John CIt 

-_._-----------' 
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SIG,V OF THE TJJfES _ I.·Help llS to maintain scclli'fly, Gipe llS information about the 
Viet ConrJ bamilts" is the translation of this Sigll (~r('cled by mf'mbers of a ':Jri Brigade 
JIledical learn ill the pi/'aye of Tn l'h Il 1/, near Camp Rudeli/f. Village chief Nguyen Dung 
(.~talldin.1) and vifl'l.r!I'rs are pidllrf'd. (US Arm., Ph0{n) 

Cavalryman Decorated For One 
Of 'Most Dramatic Actions In War' 

BON BLECH, - Captain Gcrrell V. Plummer, commanding Officer 
of Company B, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, has been awarded the 
Silver Star Medal for gallantry in action during Operation Nathan 
Hale . 

Major General Stanley 
(Swede> Larsen, Command· 
ing General of I Fie:d Force 
Victor, pinned the medal to 
Plwnmer'S shirt as repre­
sentatives of the 1st Bri.;a-:J-;; 

watched. 

Oaptain Plummer was 
senior commander wHhin 
a perimeter defense dUf'lng 
Operation Nathan Hale 
,,,,hen an cE:'timated Viet 
Cong battalion attacked the 
pcsition~·,. 

When an enemy penetra­

tion developed un the left 
Hank 01 the perimet.er and 

lhe unit commander rer;·xt. 
cd hE:avy casualties., Captain 
Plummel' .sent his reserve 
p~atoon to step the penetra­
Lien. He alE'o called in aerial 
rocket artil.1ery tube artil-

1'y and Slmm mortars to 
halt the V.et Cong attact>:.. 

Genera.1 La.r-['2n termed 
Pluillmer'El feat as (({}ne -of 
the most dramatic actio.H2 

th<lt has taken place in this 

al ([sr-:ay of eourage and 
LraYCry while moying fn .. m 

position to D~iti('n which 
:le~'pired hj~. tro'.';·ps to victo­

ry.» 

Fc-ll 'Y,;ving the p nning cere· 
mony, General Larsen and 

~J0r General John Nortcm, 
1E.t Air Cavalry DiY siGn 

Commander, congratulated 
Capta.in PlUrrLrner and re­
r;reEentatives of C.:>mpany 
B, 

Captain Plummer told. 
General N crton: {(Cycrry body 
c:ul1cd what I received today 
and I feel that I onl", d'd 

my part. I tc!d them what 
to do and thcy did it to') th~ 
bC5t of their ability,») 

Igncring Plummer's mcyj. 
c~t)-·, G2!1cral l\c~·t')n ~-J.;d: 

((If the r::'st of the divisiJ~l 

can match y-'Uur rc·::ord, the 
"'ar wculd b2 oyer i_ll one 
,ycc::k.lJ 

Yes, We Have 
No Pictures! 

The Division Histor­
i:Hl is trying to locate 
photographs of the 
advance party's arrival 
at An Khc in Angnst, 
1 %:l. Of I' art i c n I a r 
interest are photo­
graphs of the jllngle 
(now Camp Hatlclifl) 
before it was razed to 1 

accoIllodate Iheea,"air\' I . , 
base canlp. i 

Persons owning sneh I 
photographs (or negal- ~ 
ives) arc urged to con·- j 
tact ,the Historian at ~ 
An Khe 2()~, The photn- i 
graphs arc l1C'C'ded for; 
a Yearhook IJGW heing : 
produced for lllcmhers 'i 

of the Division. 

The Histori:ln would 
also appreciate any 
nnnsual {'oillhal photos! 
or particulnrly jlllere~t- ; 

. ing photographs which 
could be useo in tlll' 
Yearhook. 

Have You 

! 

During the~ [cur and one· 
11a1£ hour bat.tle, Captaif! 

F'lcmmer'~ CJmpJJlY t~;lk:J 

134 Viet Cong, capt.ured sev­
en (of whom twO' \vere offic­
ers) and rec-overed mnr'e 
than 10-0 wcapoils. Company 
B ~uiIered (Ally light casual­
ties. 

i Written Home! 

The citation acc::>mpany­
ing the award credited Cap­
tain Plummer with Hpers-oIl-

' .. 'l'e do have a .chealer room, 
If you don't mInd shming it 
with brooms and s(~rub 
buckets:' 

"(his 
I 

Week? I 
"," ___ I 


