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s&S Staff correspoud~nt 

'CAT LO, Vietnam-"A long day, an old story;" he tho'ught. "Seems like it's likejhis every day." . Lt. Alex Balian was in command of the small grey dart that the "\ Navy men call "Swift boat" ,when it left Cat La at the start of that ': May day, so many hours ago: 
anolive,skinned, blac1c-haired Californian. had just fin;. 

dinner in thi! boatc/,\bin at dusk on the Dong Tran"' 
, , ~iver, ,25 ~il~s ,soq. ... !q,.~f:<~~Jg",5I,'ii Qnd'10niiles Ifont nowner,. ' "\'WJ 

'He:;glan~eti, '(jut ",tfie;"lv1n ' 
noted the" rai~had ' ceit~ed 
tattoo on tlieeabin roof. He, cout' 

, see Ralph Powers. a crewman, 
manning the aft machine gun; 
soggy in a helmet and flak jacket. , 

As he stepped on the . bottom' 
rung of the ladder to the wheel, ' 
house, it happened. 

Whoom! -
His mind spinning. he jumped 

up and gl"abbed the radio. The set 
was dead." 

, R/:Icing into the wreckage, he; 
saw a gaping hole in thc starboard: 
side of the house. '. 

Another thundl'l' crack. Watell' 
sprayed evel·ywhere. 

The body of the pilot, soff~' 
spoken Lce Godley, a 16-year: 1 
NaVy vetei'M with.a wife and foi.li':, 
you n g s t e r s back in Missourii 
slumped in the chair. 

Then Balian noticed the boat 
was racing out of control at full , LT. BALIAN speed straight into the enemy firel Charley Barham, manning the forward gun turret, cou!d, see it coming all too clearly. "There was at least three heavy machine' gumt In between them'there was about 15 or 20 yal'ds of beach that wits nothjfi' but muzzle flash-small arms." 

lie looked down Just long enough to see the bullets still smashing the wbeelhouse before he opened with his twin .50 calibers. \ ,~., . They rdared back at the beach with a vengeance-for a moment.; \ Barham fired off 100 rounds through each-then both guns jammed at ~ the same instant. , . Barham saw the boat was plunging to Its death straight into the ',' VC gUns. He jumped out the turret and ran to the rear controls. ~ 
, He and Balian reached them at the same time. and pulled thej boat into wide arc up river. , Powers ,kept the aft machine gun blazing. Coast, Guard WO,: George Feniin, a volunteer crewman "along fo\" a littlE' excitement," L fired a grenade launcher. Radioman Bob KeIm, with three shrapneJ Ji wounds, alternately tightened a tourniquet around his torn leg and, tt .I';""~ ,f '"' ~, ... (''''' fl, '''~rl:~,,: l'~\f' ~ .... l:f,.. I'll 

against it, then settled to lhe bottom. Her bael, \\. 'llH bl'Okell. She Bat. ,'~'" 200 yards upstream from the VC, tucked against the bank. , ' The crew put out a massiveoutpour of firepower. but Charley , : was nowhere to be seen. Silence cl'ashed down around them. " Ii.. It got dartt, finally., l: 
BALIAN TRIED to signal passing airplanes with a cabin light. None :tE saw him. Leaving it on; he ordered his men to stl'ip to their skiv- ill vies and bit the water. .;h1 Towing a small raft fuU of guns, they struck out. .iltl Barham, who had a. landing craft shot out from undel' him in ;In Korea, thought of the jellyfish. and sea snakes and huge crocodiles lal ~_e .had seen in the river, He tloul!bt of KI!im'l:, I.." "tilt Mn".t,.... I. 


