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Swifts Mark First Year 
By D.G. Van Way, Jo2 

In a year an Infant boat squadron has beccme a hard. hitting, man-size Navy unit. 
In October 1965, the U.S. Navy'; Boat Squadron On.,.n 

element aftha Amphibious Forcl, U.S. Paclrle Fleet, consisted of 
two Swift boats (PCF) In Sublc Bay, PbUllplnes, enroute to Viet· 
nam. 

Now. a year later,-'tbere are over 70 of the 50·foot Swift 
boats. three Patrol Air CUlhlon Vehlclu (PAC.V} and more thm 
750 Navymen operating from five bases In the Republic of Viet­
nam. 

Commander of Boat Squadron 
One, Cumu'ander Anhur P. I:JllIa,·. 
hod. 'melhing to IIdd to this prabe 
as he revie"ed hi~ .quadton's first 
yrar of exi-teec!! and looked to the 
future: 

I As the most num~rou8 boat type 
ill the Navv's a ti·inliltrali.·11 COilS" 

,..!!II SUlveillance Fucc, ~kr.o"n as 
Opera'ion Market Time. the~ Swift 
boats have pt;lyfd a key role i" the 
succr85ful c:xpansLn of Market 
Time pOIl'ol cO\'ertllge along Viet· Service Force Chief. Visits •.• Rear Admiral Edwin B. nam's 1,000 mile con~t. "In the next year I'd like to 

see the squadron further con .. 
solldilted, Improved and accep_ 
ted by the Navy as a permanent 
organlu'lon for a new type of 
warfare which brings the Navy 
to the shoreline." 

Hooper, Commander Service Force, U.S. PacifiC Flett (right) looks over October r mal ked the first an· the situation at the Navy's faci'ity d Qui Nbon Captain H<-rbert T. King. niversary of Beat Squadron One. Commander Naval Supporl AClivity, S~igon, briefs the Admhal. Admiral Hcr achie\'emcllia Were acknrmlcd. Hooper" command i, pllrent 10 C~pl. KillS'1i AClivity and to the Naval ged by Rl'ar Admiul Nurvt:lI O. Support Activity Danang, which pTovide support for Navy and Mtrine., ,"Ward. USN, CommaD~er U.S. Force. throughout Viernam. Arriving in Danlng Oct. 14, the Admiral Nawl Force~ V,etllam in a special .pent two day. in I Corps and Ihen vhilt:d most 01 the Naval Support Ac- b,rthday me'~Bge: ' tivi!, Saigon Detachmlnts in the II, III, and IV Corps area9. (Official 
U.S. NSI'Y Photf'graph by: Bruce Whitemarsh, PHz 

Advancement 
For Vietnam 

Plums 
Sailors 

'ncom prete results received 
from the Nava' Examining 
Canter thowed 625 Navy per .. 
sonntd In South Vietnam were 
advanced on Oct. 16, many of 
whom received field promo .. 
tlons. 

The results ~ere received in 
Saigon t\\'o days after the Oct. r6 
effective dale. 

The reoults also sho\\ed thllt 
anothtr 34 will don new crOW8 
Nov. 16, "hile Ia are scheduled 
for advancement in D.cember, 17 
Janu:uy, 10 in February and 20 on 
the sixth increm nt in March. 

Of the 808 10lal, 48 will "ear 
the CPO uniform. Tnirty·three 
new chiefs wele adva! ced in Octo­
ber. AdVJDced in all increments 

APO Changes 
Navyrr.en attached to ullil. in the 

Saigon-Cholon ~iea receiving mail 
tbrough APQ 96J09 !lave a new 
addrell8 a8 of Novell ber r. 

Effective that dB' e their mail is 
bekg channeled to the new APO 
96:U4. lccated in tbe Commander 
N .. val F, rees Vielnam Chief, Naval 
Advisory Group compound. 

will be 182 new first c1us, 182 
second class and 3«;6 third cJ. 89 
petty officers. 

Acc('rding to the lists received 
from Grea' Lakes, many men had 
taken and failed the eXlImination 
but were advanced through field 
promotions. In oreer to receive 
a field promotion, a Navyman must 
be fully qualified for hi, next 
higher rate and be recommended 
by his comm~nding o£ficer, The 
ex~m requir~ment is waived forall 
rat~s up to and includir g POI. 
For those go',ng up for chief, a 
previous exam must have been 
pa~sc.l. 

While ~ome men were Ii.· cd as 
both having advanced and failed, 
the resuhs showed 46 quotaed and 
335 IS ha ... ing fail~d the exams. 
Tht're were four strikers authol ized 
while discrepancies Were found on 
seven eilims. 

At press time it was not known 
when the umainder 0 the re ults 
would be received. Howe"er, the 
exam center will issue additional 
Ii~tings on Nov ... and 25, and 
Dec. 1 and 30. Lale results and 
addltions will be carritd in 'future 
edition. of this paper. 

"In this year you have deve­
loped Into a fighting forca 
which has been an aglreulve 
deterent to enemy Infiltration 
along the coasts." 

Echoing Admiral Wllrd's senti­
ments, Captain C L. Stew.trt, Com .. 
mander Task Force 115. Operoltion 
Mdrket Time's Coa~tal Surveillance 
F"rce, said, "During the past )ear 
you ha\'e had numerOU9 .etbacks 
but many more 6uCcer.~es. D )ctrine, 
modus operandi, mateei.\l improve. 
ment all have been encompasled in 
Your dllily end~avor •• You have 
proven yoursdvea worthy warrior, 
snd .earnen." 

Gunners mstes may act as COl[_ 
waina, radio o"e atocs81at engineers. 
Each new all the &kill. it taku to 
run a b:::at. 

"And earh man is constantly ex­
posed to the enemy in n vulnerable 
crafti a cr .. ft mlde of aluminum 
with no armor. He mu't depcnd on 
h s wits and be always alert In order 
to protect himself and hi. lelluw 
crewmembers," be continued. 

"We have found that a man moli. 
v'ted enough to volunteer for the 
Swifts is the m·n we need," he 
declared. "It'8 a nel' brted of war, 
bring fought by a new b,eeJ of 
Navy and a new breed of Ndv),­
mtnl" 

It's Your Paper- Help! 
The JACK STAFF NEWS is being pu~~ILhed to inform an.! entertain 

Navymen in South Vitt02m. It's yOllr pape' I'nd we'rt: aSking fIr your 
httpl Fint of all, let us bow whllt lou're doing so we Can Jet othl'r. know 
your achic ... ements. Send yuur neWs items (or tip,) tl) us acldres:ed to 
JACKSTAFF Editor, Code oJ, Naval Support Activity, Saigon, APO 
96,,12. Our Saigon phone humrer is ARVN 60854. 

Y\ u can al~o cor.tribute to the lucce.iS uf your paper by participating 
in (lur lalet,t .earchl We want to prilit at IC3St oJ',e outseanding am.!eur 
phl.to hken in Vietnam by. Navyman in tach i.~ue. We woulJ allo like 
)OU to fend us your cartoons of life in VIetnam I Finalh', if )OU have lome 
constructive ideas. write a lelt, r to th~ Editor end let othela know about 
them. We will return unused photos, CJlioons, and con if an adJruled 
return envelopJ It included. 

We have other features planned for future edifons- pill-UP', the 
RO"ing PhotolOate Rand R 8p~Ci:l~, and two comic etrips we think )'cu'U 
enjoy: The Wizard of Id and B. C.I 

Let', hear from you I 
______ ____ , ___ ~- ____ . ______ ;._"~~~......._.-___.-""'~'_"'=_~_i""_~~~_~==~~~;-O~- __ --_~~-:.~~--:;-;;-¥~~~T;;;'=~;.;.;;;.;,.7;::;-:q:0~~-i;.",~-"e*..re.~-:',,<""':;;;'~b_;;~;:;;~h~',~"i",f~'_~,,-;::~''''<~~~~fi"~~~=-'''' ..... ,~~:;.,,.J; __ .w."'" -------- --- - - <-<-.".".~~~ 

~.J;;::fiW'l"50 .. i~;q$$"''I,-""",='G.,,~''''''-=-~----=a.,,~~'-~~~ 
~";:--~-.-=--- -""_--;:' ... '- --,"~"'S.2,..--~~~~", 

=>-.-=--.~=<-_=< .-.""" .. -_-_-:-~:;., - .,..."_'>;,,,~_'>_..,"'___.,~~..:i¢a,.,;.~-~~~$'_""'_"'"~~~-~£""""_:._,...~.,....~;:;.;.":!),;_"""=~~tt>O='_~ :::::::::::._7----~7;~~~~~~~7:=~:;.~~:;~:::.':"~':~~'~?~:~:~~~=~~~~~~~;:~~-?£-~1~~~~~?'?E=~~?~~:._:7~~~;~;;~ ~~:~~~~~~~~ ...... ~,_~~-~~-o'-~~_~"'~~~~~~00~.:,~~~_~~~~o~~~~~~~-~ __ "?'~~;"'"~~;,..~~~;:~~~~.~~--~-:~::~:~::.~-:'d-~ ;by-'~~ 
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the Day We Remember Birth Of A Newspaper 
ON November 11 we pause a moment at 11 a.m, in rec-

ollection and silent prayer. -
It may be a raw cold day, or a da:y of fleecy clouds and 

balmy sunshine. But it always has the same meaning. 
It's Veterans Day. 

In the United States this is the day we hold commemorative services 

at the Tomb of thf' l;nknovmn in Arlington 
ht'rl' \\'0 hono1' 0\11' d",uI ('( '~l":\lll'l'. ,. 

It's a day (,vel'yone rm,lt'mbel's. Those of us now III the SCr-:hoC 
have our m',)ITIO'd".1 f'J we honol' our comrades-jn"arm~. We pa"ee and 
offer a prayct' ;"0' -,~l;,-,\t' now llg'1>':'-.ing for our country III fal'~ofl' ')I'~ .~. 
It could be that '''~ "m be nn,:l3' th~Ee remembered Joext ;'':\1, 

It has been th;o · ..... r.le since ~;J.-~ _'~1 W21' r~-Nov. 1:1., y,~13, -1:0 b.' ",-t. 
That's the day a truce ending that. ?T'.~ " :,"1) . .1 "Slgl1~'::. 

Then came our p.l.:~!cipntiu' '. -,-'(~--1-:1 . iI. h-:", ',' Ii! r \.' /:.;, 

Nam. Why? Because 0\11' det:' _ " : I ", r"~f' :",;(. 

and protect the freedoms that Yo',":" "', ," ' . ..1: J-: 
We fought for our freedom is;} ~ .. , __ ' . .>:; I: '\ :;'"' to:b_ 

We're stili doing it, nnd we'll keep 1%';''< (,,1 until ~ :,' I la", ",d.:m 
stamped from the face of the ear~h. , '" 

We like the form of government that ha[,l been Oul' C0l,mtl'Y rl hel'hage 
since its birth. We want those who come aHe.' U'; to NJcy the lJCI.i:~C 
b1essings. Consequently, we have to fight (l:)tl t;O~"lf'tiilK[,I cie ~o 
preserve it. , . -" . 

Actually, wc're just c9.!'rylng on that PO:':,:')H ?'- Ol!!' !!01'~k[.;'e 1!1.0~t 
dear to us. Our fathers, grandfathers, aml ATe!:.- ;'.l' .. nd(at,\el'f' dal I' 

with honor. We al'C no different. (AFNB) 

()haplain's ()orner 

Prayer: Conversa.tion 
By Chaplain Chamberlain 

As a child, )our con: cience, if not your e)d( n, rrlJb~bly ~ .• pt ot )'ou 
to "uy }our Prayels." From tht beginrlillg you may hO\'e pro&rr~std 
until you now have II reJI. ar.d redly enjoyable, prayer lifr. Or, you may 
still be in the state wf1ere praying i8 like doiJ.g lOme k:nd of unpl~a8ant 
exercise. like doing 10 mAny "pmh,upfI." 

When the friends of jesus mked Him 10 tellch t1 ern to rtay, they 
may have "onhd nothing mOle Ihan srme prayn thfy could U~ay" or 
r<. cite. Evidently, tt ey had noticed wi at prayer did fOi Him, lind they 
"anted for tht o-(eh'utl e urre balenctd poi&l", Il;e Slime peece of n.il d. 
What He did "as filr bellu than to offer lome tet rra,en He uugl t thtrn 
not to "uy prayrls," but He did .I.ow them how to let Gld inlo their 
lives so that prayer c<uld bec<rne a m{an~ of eonvelsr,dtn ht~een tWO 

peRonS. 

This is w"'at puyer i,: a COllver satlon. H it ! U m~ IH tjme~ to be 
wholly one·sided, let the follo\\ing 8ugge8tioll8 http you fle 'OU Hruggle 
with' hi, whole busine~s of prayer: 

Firll, rrmtmber that much of what happer.s to u. is our Ol'i'h 

relponsibllity. Think of some or the t"ils that have befallen you rrcently, 
and if you or 10meOrle you know was nt the (ause. We usullly don't like 
to admit this EO WI blame God. 

Second, remember that God', way~ ate not rolwa, s our ways. What we 
pray for is often denied, ntt because God is wicked, but wise. 

Third, remember that there b much that harpens in our tarll1ly ex· 
perience, wllieh liIe cannot e}.plain. Sf me things lappen for "hi~h Hience 
ha, no ad(qt'8t~ am\\er. Minelu co nlppen rod prayus are Iuwued. 
Aod thre ne J eople to te.tlfy to this truth. 

"WhmJ~slU hrld un' th, mullitud" away, he WI"t up into a mo"ntai" 
apart to pray: -and w~" ,h, It'eni"x was come, h, was there o[on,," 

(Matthew I4::l3) 

A jackataif is an upright spar at the Iftm of a ,! ip. It's up in front, 

and it flies the blue 8t ned jack that salll, "Look hue, this i8 a United 

States NWJ 'hipl" 

THE JACKSTAFF NEWS I. going to say the .ame thing. 
We're standing up front saying, uLook here, the Navy I, In Viet. 
nam and this I. _hat we're dolnal" 

Navy Ind Cosst Guud men had a definite need to know what their 
shipmates dewn the river or up the coast "'ere doing. That I eed is filled 
now; here is the open line to every ear. We melln to keep the Navy inform­

ed about hse!f. 

Our cry or "Hdp'" on page one is sin.cere. This jlckstafr ia to fly 

YOUR flJg. We want to be responsive t, your interests. If this 

paper ia rend by you, and you are informed and entertained. them we have 

done our job. 

Here we are, Navy Vietnam. Let's run our story up the 
JACKSTAFF and tie who salutes I" 

Sends Navy Day Msg. 
Admiral David L. McDonald, USN, Chief of Naval Opera .. 

: Ions, sent the following meSlaae to all Navymen on Oct. 27 

hlch was the 191st anniversary of the founding of the United 

:~tJtel Navy. 

"Since itslnauspiciouA birth 191 years ago tJday, tho Unlled Statrs 
Navy has grown to be the most powerfuln1val forcC' in the world. TO'fay, 
our personneleall every ocean Ind serve (In every continent of the globe. 
We lire pel forming the most <'iverse tasks, from supplying the frozen ex' 
panse of Antarctica to rec{ vering our nation's astr<JDaUls aa they return 
from the va 'tness of outer 5pac~. Our scientists are e::rploring the darkn(.s 
of the ocean depths while working to perftct a sy$ltm to berer the _,geless 
method of navigating by the stiri'. 

"While we can be proud of the accomplishments we hale made, We' 

must take a sober look to the waters of the South Chinn Sea and to Vietnam 
wb('re Navymen are fighting and dying on land, in the rivers, and in the 
,kies abo\'e to insure the right to self. deter. 1 inlltion for a country which 
hss call~d to UI for help. I a~k all Navy personnel the world over to lake 
time 00 this, our anniversary, to salute our comrades in S;)Ulheast Asia 
\VhO~e outotanding ptrformnnce is repre~entative of our Navy's readlntss 
and determination to imure freedom today, just as it did in 1775. 

the Jackstaff 7'Jews 
Captain Herbert T. king, USN 

Command.r U.S. Naval Support Activity Saigon 
LIeutenant (junior grade) D.E. Schon, USNR 

Officer In Charge 

C.K. Ferguson, JOC, EJitor 

R.A. Sullivan. jOl, Market Time Editor/Circulation 

R.I. Edwards, J01, Game Warden Editor 

The Jackatalf New3 is publishe1 bi~weeklyby the U.S. N.lval Sup­
port Activity Saigon for Navy peraonnel in Vietnam', 11,111 and IV CTZ 
on behalf of COMNAVFORV in accordance wit'l NAVEXOS P-35 and 
is printed with appropriated funds by the Blngkok World Limited. AFPS 
and other Iyndicated material may not be reproduced. Mailina add~,s: 
Editor, Jad:staff New., Code 03. Naval Support Activity Saigon, APO 
96z1", San FranciSCO. Calif. 
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Delta Impressions of the War • In the 
By Ltjg. John Francis Smith III 

Night at Can Tho 
It is night in the Delta 

flatlands. and from your 
position on the villa roof 
\ ou can see more of the 
war than you had expected. 
There. twenty miles down M 

river, is a cluster of para­
chute flares. Long Duc 
outpost in Ba Xu yen Pro­
vince is under atlack. Fur­
ther to the east a burst of 
tracer fire shoots straight 
up into the air. One outpost 
in V inh Binh Province is 
calling to another for a ra­
dio check. Off to the north, 
two blinking red lights 
move sinuously along a 
tteeline-a light fire team 
of helicopters is on the 
prowl in Vinh Long. 

Now the flare activity in Da 
Xuyen increases. Spooky aircraft, 
a converted C-47 fitted with 
flares and gatling-type '·mini. 
guns", is on stalion. A tongue of 
flame epews toward the ground. 
At 600 rounds per minute the 
stream of tracers seems almoet 
continuous. The fighting subsides. 

At your vantage point in Can 
Tho, however, all is quiet. To­
nigbt the local batteries are silent. 
Squatting below the villa, non-des­
script houses brood quietly. A 
string O/tigRis -snskes off between 
the canal and the canal road with. 
out making a sound. Can Tho is 
hushed, unreal. 

Scmewhere downstairs a short­
wave ladio is vaguely reproducing 
Radio Malaysia. The song is a 
familisr one, but waxing and wan­
ing with the vicissitudes of the 
ionosphere, it leaves cnly an im­
pression of faraway places and 
strange-sounding names. A light 
fsin begins to fall, cooling the air 
and adding stiIJ further to the at­
mosphere of unreality. 

It should be a time lor {·reams. 
But it isn't. Best settle for some 
uninterrupted sleep. You leave 
early in the morning. 

'Doc' Jenkins 
"Doc" Jenkins stumbled on 

board under the weight of the car­
ton. It was filled with medical SllP_ 

plies: bandage~, alcohol, iodine, 
ointment and several mysterious 
packages that were his province 
alone. Already ensconced in one 
corner of our boat wa. a box 
marked "CARE" and under tl at 

ANA VAL MEMENTO FOR THE AMBASSADOR-United States Ambassador to the Republic of 
Vie,nam, the Honorable He-ltY Cabot Lodge, was recently presented a reminder of the Navy's 
role in the war by officers serving as advisors to Vietnamee.e Navy units, who gave the Ambassador a model 
of a command junk. Making the presentation are, left to right: Ltjg. George R~iger, Ltjg. Brian Coogins, 
Ambassador Lodge, and Ltjg. Kurt Hiete. 

"MID WIFE KIT". We were 
soon on our way to An Lac Tay, n 

,remote outpost manned by Popular 
Force troops. 

"Doc" Jenkins is Hospital Corp­
sman First Class W.H. Jenkins of 
Biloxi, Misshsippi, who though 
specifically attached to the naval 
detllchmcnt in Can Tho, has been 
providing medical care to Vietna­
mese and Americans alike along 
much of the Bassac River. 

An Lac Tay is a well-organized, 
even a model community. Grow­
ing outside the walls of the 
outpost is a village of great pro­
mise. The residentli:havojust built 
themselves a maternity ward and 
two schoolhouses with materials 
provided to them by their district. 
They are cleaner and better-fed 
than their counterpsrts in the 
larger cities. Most significant of 
all, their spirits are high. They are 
building opt:mistically toward a 
new Vietnam. 

Nevertheless, An Lac Tay is an 
island in its district. Transport­
ation by land is made hazardous 
by roving companies of Viet Cong 
guerillas. Many of the canals have 
been mined. 8igni[cantly, when 
the district chief comes to call he 
does 80 via the main river. And he 
comes in three LCVP 8 msnned by 
troops from the the district town, 

Ke Sach. This form of travel is a and injured limbs, children with 
pointed reminder of the hszards of infections and sores; _all pressed 
the area-and of the vulnerability forward to be treated. they were 
of his position. sorted out by some of the PF sold-

We had drawn a beautiful day. iers into the ~eriously and the not­
Under blue skies the boats sped so-serious'y ill, and Jenkins went 
downriver assisted by a favorable to work. 
current and a running tide. Junks Jenkins was great with CHryone. 
end sampan'! of all descriptions I had offered my I!ervices as an in~ 
were plying the river. Normally terpreter, but it quickly became 
we would stop and board as many apparent that he was getting across 
as possibJe. Today, however. we to them better by sheer force of 
searched them only at random. We personality. I went to dispensing 
were scheduled to be in An Lac cough drops. By the end of the 
Tay at 9 a.m. morning 43 people had 'received 

The water level was we I below .- thorough, professional medical 
the river bank now and still reced- care (and countle5s others were 
ing_ Along Ihis stretch of the river contentedly suckir:g lozenges). 
the tidal range is greater than 14 We made arrangements with tlte 
feet. A remarkabJe amount of water local officials to hold such clinics 
flows back and forth as the Bassac week'y. Hands were shaken all 
alternately fills and empties. Cur~ around and we departed. The 
rents of up to six knots are com- PBR's had left many new friends 
monplace. It was ju;t such a cur- behind. 
rent that now bore us along, and 
we arrived at our destination in 
welJ under the aUoted two hours. 

As the boats came into view the 
small wooden pier began to fill 
with villagerll and soldiers. An Lac 
Tay and the PBR's are old friends. 
More were arriving all the time. 
The frail wooden structure soon 
swayed low with their accumu!at_ 
ing weight. 

It was beginning to look as if 
water recovery operations would 
soon be in order, but at this point 
scme of the village elders arrhed 
and brought order out of the me­
lee. Clearing away of the bystan­
ders, they made a path for Jenkins 
and quickly set him up in their 
home-made dispensary. It was neat 
and entirely eatisfactory. The 
"Doc" was ready for business. 

He didn't have long to wait. Wo­
men w:th habies, men with burns 

Assistance from the mili· 
tary in relieving civil needs 
is little more than a simple 
act of humanity. Such ef­
forts as the one above need 
no more justification than 
their immediate value to 
those directly ir~ volved. Yet 
in this war, where attitudes 
mean as much or mere than 
rifles, every medical clinic, 
evt. ry kind gesture. every 
indication of decency is un­
deniably a weapon. C!>ll~c­
tively ttese actions form 'fin 
anenal second to none in 
importance~ Without it, no 
one wjns the war in Viet­
nam. With it. humanity will 
prevail. 
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Latest Navy 'Tool' 
Is Ancient Junk! 

SHADES OF TERRY AND THE PIRATESI-O .. e of the Navy's 
newest possessions - a genuine junkl-is taken in tow by a Swift boat 
for a short journey to the USS 'rortugd, which will take it on a long 
jlurney to the States, where it will be used for training future Swift 
boat Ct('wlnen in ho '.rding and searching techniques. 

Currituck And Swifts 
Score Bloodless Win 

Using Project Handclasp mater­
ial, Navymen from the USS Cur­
rituck (AV-7) and PCF Division 
104. both based at Cam Ranh Day, 
scored against poverty, upon 
which the Viet Cong feed, when 
they delivered the Handclasp ma­
tcrial to villagers frem Hon Miell. 

The material digtributed in­
cluded food, toys and clothing. 

HO.l Mieu was selected as tl e 
first of several villages to receive 
Handclasp material because it is 

swollen t1 twice normal size with 
refugees f om the war and because 
of its known anti-Communist at~ 
dtude. 

Hon Mieu, an is.>iated island 
fishing village, is located at' ro:d~ 
mately 30 miles north of Cam 
Ranh Bay on the South China Sea. 

Later, Cu:rituck transferred the 
rem dnder of her Handclasp ma~ 
terIal to the PCF division for 
dis:ribution to other needy villages 
in the area. Currituck is home­
porte 1 in San D'eJo, California. 

HAPPINESS IS A WARM BASKETBALL-This little girl from 
H n Mieu village hugs a new h:sketba'l given to the children of the 
vmagl! a~ part of "Project Handclasp" gifts brought to the village by a 
Swift boat from PCF (Swifl) Division 104 and the USS Currituck 
(AV-7)· 

The U.S. Navy added a 
new training "tool" to its 
inventory recently wh!n it 
accepted the first of three 
41-foot junk. from the Viet­
namese Navy. 

The motor-sailer junks 
were requested by the U.S. 
Navy for training purposes 
at the Naval Amphibious 
School at Coronl.do, Calif. 

UsinJ the junks f Jr training will 
enable U,S. Navymm to perL'ct 
their boad a:1d seuch techniques 
prior to arrh'al in V etllam for 
duty, 

Once in Vietnam these men will 

let's Celebrate I 
A sailor can alway.; find 

something a'JOut which to 
celebrate. 

After a year of almost 
continuous patrol with the 
U.S. Navy'. Operation 
Market Time, the crew of 
USS Kretchmer (DER 329) 
elected to throw a party. 

The party included a p:e·eating 
contest in which contestants were 
given three minutes to consume 

one large blueberr/ pie each. 
Tile winner W.lS chosen by a 

l)lard of officers who judged the 
gulpers on the amount of pie 
actually i,.eaten and on neatness. 

serve on board Operation l\Iarket 
Time Swi:t boats (POFs). 

Market Time Swift b~mt crews 
inv.!Higate several th )Usand junks 
a d.lY as thcy pJtrol the I,ooo-mile 
Vietnlmese cOd:,tiine from the 17th 
puallel south to the Cambodian 
bordcr. 

The newly~acqui e I junk, once 
used for coastal patrets by the 
famed "ietnamese Navy "junk 
force," was thoroughly refurbished 
by the Vietnamese Navy's Eastern 
Replir Fdcility at Saigon before 
being turned over to the U.S, 
Navy. 

Rear Admir.tl N )[\'c 1 G. Ward, 
C~mmand~r U.S. Naval Forces, 
Vietnam, accepted the junk on be­
half of the U,S. Navy. It was pre­
sented by C1mmanderNguyen Van 
Anh, a~ting chief of the Vietnamese 
Navy. 

In brief remarks at the 
pierside ceremony at Viet­
namese Navy Headquar­
ters, Admiral Ward said, 
"This event is another 
significant example of the 
close cooperation and sin­
gleness of purpose that ex­
ists between our two 
navie~ ... 
The junk was towed t, .he port 

of Vung Tau by a Swift boat and 
later loaded aboard the Dock 
Land'ng S'lip USS 'f0rlugn 
(LSO·z6) for transport to Cl')ro-

HONOR GUARD -Rear Admiral Norvell G. Ward, Commander 
U.S, Naval Forces, Vietnam, and Commander Nguyen Van Anh, 
acting Commander of the Vietnamese Navy, walk through a double line 
of Vietnamese Navy honor guard sailors on their way to a ceremony at 
which the first of three junks was presented to the U.S. Navy by the 
Vietnamese Navy. 
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'BURrrrr'-Lieutenant (junior grade) Charles P. Eddy, III, USN, 
~ives a young Vietnamese boy n quick "shower" prior to his being 
iooked at by a doctor and dentist from the Army's 36th Medical Eva­
cuation H'lspitai at Vung 'I'au. Assisting is Lieutenant Guniar grade) 
Peter G. Golwas,"USN, attached to the Coastal Surveillance Center in 
Vung Tau. (Official U.S. Navy Fhotograph by J.C. Deckert, PHC, 
USN) 

Subs Or River Boats 
It All Counts On 20 ! 

From a fleet ballistic missile submarine to a 31 foot 
River Patrol Boat (PBR) may seem like a ,strange turn of 
events to some sailors, but not to Chief Electronics 
Technician John D. Haithcock. 

He is one of three chief petty officers who act as PDR 
Patrol Officers for River Patrol Section 531, based jat My 
Tho on the My Tho River of South Vietnam. 

As Patrol Officer, Chief Haith­
cock isr~sponsible for the tactical 
depbyme It of tw J boats and dir­
ects them and their four-man 
crewl in' preventing Viet Cong 
river crJssings and shipment of 
troops and supplies. 

Cblef HaUlcock 

In four months he has made 
aIm 'st 40 patrols, mostly at night. 
And he hai been fired upon "eight 
or nine times." 

Asked to c'lmpare submarine 
life with that of a PBR sailor, he 
said that on l2-hour patrols you 
q,dckly develop a comraderie 
similar to that found on subs. 

"We're a small, weUwknit 
group and you just have to 
get along together. There's 
no room in this outfit for a 
malcontent.' , 

A Navyman for the past 18 
years, Chief Hlithcock was assign­
ed as an instr lctor at the Sub­
marine Ofiicers' Tactical School, 
New London, C:)nn., before being 
ordered to Vietnam. 

Haithcock has served in both 
conventional and nuclear subma­
rines. 

His lut sea duty was In the 
tho.Fleet Ballistic Mis.ite Sub­
marine J ohD Marshall. 

'M EDCAP' Program Aids 
War-Ravaged People 

There are many sides to a war. 
One of the more cruel is the effect a war has on civi­

lians, especially the aged and the children. 
The U.S. Navy In Vietnam is doing something about 

this. 
The Navy's answer: a unique 

application of the military's Medi­
cial Civic Action Program (MED­
CAP), as envisioned and ol'ganized 
by Lieutenant Lawrence Luellen, 
of Hot Springii, Ark., civic action 
advisor to the Vietnamese Navy 
Third Coastal Zone at Vung Tau. 
Advisors such as Lieutenant Lltcl 

len, living in close contact with 
Vietna.neae fishermen, their fami~ 

lies and friends, saw a desperate 
need for medical attention in the 
scattered fishing villages. 

As a result of his efforts, now 
every Sunday morning medical 
personnel from the Army's 36th 
Medical Evacuation Hospital at 
Vung Tau and Navy Coastal 
Group advisors head for a near-by 
village, their Vietnamese Navy 
junk loaded with medicial sup­
plies. 

On a particular Sunday recently 
the MEDCAP team went to the 
village of Phuoc Tinh. 

Sic'{ call was held in the village 
churchyard wherc, shaded from 
the blazing, mid-day sun, the vil­
lagers came to be treated. 

Off to one side an Army de tist 
began pulling rotten teeth and 

and tooth' 

In the center of the churchyard, 
Army nurses, a Navy advisor and 
Vietnamese sailors scrubbed down 
and treated children with myriad 
skin ailments. 

Army doctors treated the more 
serious cases, while corpsmen dis­
tributed· medicine, vitamins and 
soap. 

A Vietnamese Navy officer acted 
as translator. 

Although the village of Phuoc 
Tinh is small, the line of patients 
seemed endless. 

Before long supplies were ex­
hausted and the MEDCAP volun­
teers headed for home. The South 
China Sea was rough so the returl! 
trip Wa'f wet and uncomfortable. 

Earlier the same day a MEDCAP 
team had left Vung Tau by heli­
copter to treat villagers in the 
Mekong Delta area. 

More than 2,000 patients are 
Ileing treated monthly by MED­
CAP volunteers in this area ac­
cording to Lieutenant Luellen. 

The program has also taken on 
an international flavor as Austra­
lian and Vietnamese medical per­
sonnel have joined hands with the 

ARMY AIRCREWMAN'S WINGS FOR NAVY CPO! - Jo}n 
'L, Wank, AMSC, USN, an aircrewman from D<'tachlrent 29 of Heli­
copter Combat Support Squadron I. Ream Field. Calif., recently re­
ceived Army aircrewman's wings from Lieutenant Colonel Jones, U.S. 
Army, C lmmanding Officer of the 145th Aviation Battalion, Bein Hoo, 
Vietnam. Wonk is among eight Navymen who comprise the first grcup 
of Navy aircw ... 'men to qualify for Army aircrewman's wings. Detach. 
m~nt 29 is presently flying in support of the U.S. Navy Rivet Potrol 
B )at!l h th ~ Mekong Delta. The Navy has officially Iilken over some of 
the Army's UH-IB he"icopters operating in Operation Game Warden. 
Th: ceremony took place at Vtll1g Tau, Vietnam, on board (l.SD 26). 
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SNOWMAN A LA BRULEI-Topped by a spedal forces type beret, 
and surrounded by its cnators, this snowman gives el'idence of the 
mission of the refrigerated cargo ship USS Brule in South Vietnam. 
The snowman was made as a lark from icy condensation formed in the 
ship's hold. But the job of the Brule, delivering fresh frozen foods 
an4 other materials to Navymen in, Vietnam, is serious bU8h~ess, 

(by Bruce Whitmarsh. PH2) 

You May Get Malaria 
After Return to U.S. 

Unfortunately for Navymen serving in Vietnam, mala­
ria: deserves mote concern than taking a pill once a week, 
until the happy time comes for rotation back to the States. 

A recent Bureau of Medicine nnd Surgery Instruction 
(6230.11E) which states. "Malaria has seriously Interfered 
with military operations in the past and can do so again 
when military forces are operating in malatious.:areas", 
makes this clear. 

Of particular importance to 
personnel serving in Southeast 
Asia is the fact that transfer from 
the area does not immediately end 
the danger-persons are advised 
that they should continue to take 
the anti-malaria (chlor(quine-pri~ 
maquinf') tablets for eight con­
secutive weeks after departure 
from the malaria endemic area. 

The instruction atates that in­
stance!! have been reported of per­
sons developing malaria after re­
turn to the United States an4 ~ ... 
tern after discharge from active 
duty. Symptoms include heac'ache, 
fever and general ill-feeling 
(malaise). Because these are vague, 
and also symtcms of other ill­
nesses, malaria has not always 
been immediately recognized. 

USS Brule Sailors 
Kept Their Cool! 

By John Scholzen. Jacm 
Would you believe a snowman in the hot and humid 

Delta region of South Vietnam? 
It's true! 

Naturally it served no useful 
purpose but the men of tt.e U.S. 
Navy's cargo carr)ing USS Brule 
(AKI..z8) had fun building it 
and it undoubtedly perked up 
morale. 

There were a lot of men in the 
crew who were thinking nostalgic­
ally of the .fast.approaching "in­
ter in most parts of the United 
States. As tl:e sweat'~ ran down 
their hacks and faces in ever-hot 
and humid V etnam, they tht.lIght 
of the snow which would soon fall 
back home (a. d ha~ nheady in­
many areas). Snow seemed to be 
almost the auswer to all their 
flustrations ar,d discomforts. 

Tothecrewmen of the Hrule, 
snow-and that wonderful symbol 
of aU that is fun about wintel-a 
snowman·--became a J eality be­
cause of the refrigerated holds~ 
Icy condensadon was scraped off 
th€' bulkheads and the melt had 
their snow and-in short order-a 
snowmanl Topped off with a 
black beret he appeared ready to 

take on the Viet Congl 
AU of which proves that Navy­

men haven't lost the spirit of in­
genuity that has served Ihem so 
well in the past. 

The flat-bottomed, light cargo 
ship Brule pliell -the rivers of the 
Delta and the coastline of thc em~ 

batt~ed Republic delivering frczen 
and chilled pro\ isions to Navymcll 
carrying out counter-infiltration 
operatiolls aga"nst the Viet Congo 

Her 18,000 cubic feet of refri­
gerated hoids can carr y over 100 

tons of fresh meat", vegetables, 
fru:ts, etc. 

Her ports of call ate bases 
established by the Nav~1 Support 
Activit)', Saigon, to support the 
Navy's efforts in the II, Ill, and 
IV Corps areas, 

The '77 font long. 1,000 ton 
"riverboat" h~8 been delivering 
groceries to the ct:stomers in Viet­
n~.m since the beginning of the 
year. Her shallow draft makes her 
ideJl for sailing t".c rivers of the 
Delta. 

In addition to foodstuffs, she 
. carrics items ranging from am­

munitiOll 10 automobiles in her 
holds and on deck. 

She also carries enough 
armament to fend off Viet 
Cong attacks wong the 
twisting and often narrow 
Delta waterways. 

Built for the U.S. Army in 1944 
and titled FP (Freighter·Produce) 
370, Brule performed much the 
same service for advance bases in 
the Pacific war theater. 

A new provision of the instruc~ 
lion, which sailon here should keep 
in mind, is that personnel who 
within 90 days lifter return from a 
malaria arell report to a Navy medi­
cal facility are requ~red to be "ad~ 
milted promptly for surveillance and 
treatmeDt" rrgardleas of whether or 
not they are on active dllt, or have 
been diacharged f om active duty. 

FLOATING REFRIGERATOR - z2-year-old light cargo ship USS Brule (AKL-28) is serving 
Naval Forces in Soulh Vietnam with her abiliiY to carry over 100 tons of frczen fot ds to bases eshblish( d 
to support operations against the Viet Congo 'rhe shallow-draft, 1,000 ton "floating grocery store" sails 
the rivers of the ~elta region and along the coast line of the Republic bring'ng meab, vegetr,bles, fruits, 
etc., to Navymen In the II, III, and IV Corps areas. (by Bruce WhitmalSh,,PHz). 
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My Tho: Freedom Outpost 

On Alert ••• GunOlrs MJte SeamRIJ Floyd M. Hut~on of Hudson, 
III., stonds sentry duty on top of the VIctory HOlcl which houses the Naval 
Support Actil'hy Detachment My Tho. Guards are mOUl,ted day al d 
night as protrction agair.8t Vitt Cor g lerrorhm even though the base is in 
the center (If the city. (by Larry Lindberg PH:z) 

It's Legal To Make 
A Quick Buck Now! 

Want to malle a quick buck, .allod 
Navymen servlnB In South VIetnam are often cautioned on 

the consequences of trying to make a financial killing on the black 
mark.t or In lIIegel currency transactions, but consider the fln~ 
anclal killing that may be made legally by ttklng advantage of the 
spedal 10 percent Interest paid on savings of servicemen 
fortunate enough to be ordered to duty In Vletnaml 

Consider the use of the sailor where it \\as because the Savings 
who mace a bundle the easy but Dep,),it program has a little bonus 
legitimate way-a combination not kic.~er-intertBt keeps right on aecru­
often foundl-by taking advantage jng flJr go daya after return to the 
of two programs oFen to Navymen. U.S. of A. 

Firat of all, being in a critICal At the end of the go daya he drew 
,kill he reenlis'ed under the V"ci- out his loot - $9.444 31, including 
able'Reenlistment Donul plan and interest of $1,044 311 
picked up the first installment of So who besides Horatio Alger says 
loot, which ",hen added to money the only way to earn money is bald 
he had already sat ed aYtay in the wotk~ A p,udent investment in the 
bank (tbis makes it obvious that in Savings D<:poait plan may not make 
tbis purlieular case we are lalking you independently weahhy, but it'll 
about asin~le manl) gave him $7,200 take you a way in the right dirtc-
to either burn or invest wiedy. tion. 

Taking the prudent course, hc . Sce yt u( dhbursing officel 
Ilapped it all into the Ie.%, Savings 
Depoeit (the full [lame of which fu!, 
the bcnefit of the technically-minded 
is the "Uniformed Ser\·iccs Sav.ngs 
Deposit'" pla[l). He thcn .ig[led 
an allotment for IInolhu SIOO a 
mOllth to bc also deposited into this 
account. 

Let's see how he made out. 
His money earned$185theflrst 
quarter, $197.11 the second 
quarter, $209.55 the third quar~ 
terand $212.19the final quarter. 
Total Interest - $813.96. Not a 
bad way to let your money 
work (or youl 

Then hc 'got his orders to thc 
States and left his money right 

BY John Scholzen, JOCM 
What do you know about what your shipmates are dolns at 

My ThOr 
Prophetlcalfy. the U.S. Navy Support Detachment In My 

Tho, located on the stratellc Mekong River has Itt up shop In 
what W.IS formerly the Victory Hotel. 

TheIr job Is to provide full support for small boat op~ra_ 
tlons agafnlt the Viet Cong on the waterways olthe Delta reslon 
of South Vietnam al part of lhe G Q.ME WAROEN operation. 

Amcrican Na ymcn h.l\-e joineJ voy U,' to S":glO. 60 milts nOrlh~ 
forccs with their V,ct"amcsc coun_ warJ. to p:ck up fo:xl anl othtr 
tcrpaTts h a mas~h·t tffoJrt to pre- mlterial.l. Th, entire area is VICt 
VCllt the Viet COOl from infiltrating CO;lg ir.jI.,sted so Ihe (on\·o.)'s go 
men and (quip-lIeht in'o the Ddta. hea\·ily armed. 
Thc cntire area, thc ri.e.bowl Cof Though situated In the heart 
t~.e nation, is coveted by the com_ of the city, protection agdnst 
mUllis! aggreuolS. Viet Cong terrorism Is a const .. 

To ba~k up Ihis effort, th: Ndval ant problem. Guard posts are 
Support Activity, Sligon has es- mounted day and night on the 
tabll!~hcd a chain of 8urp:nt bases roof of the hotel, on the gate 
stretching from thc S.luth China In the fence which surrounds 
Sea almost to the Cambodian bor­
dcr. 

The small deta~hm;:nt at My Tho 
(Me T JW) is typical in thJt th~ men 
provide maintenance, repa:r.l;)gi~tic 
and admiDl~trallve supportfol GJme 
WJrden. 

Sleeping, cating and working 
qUJrteu are crammed into th~ two­
atory hotel. about five blocke from 
the rher. 

The repair sectiol) is in a tcnt 
pitched in a park on the river's edge 
on the s;te of a future permanent 
base. TI e repa:r gang rouILe!y 
ov,rhauls boat engines and carries 
out pr<-!ventive maintenance on the 
boals irtJm hulls to engines. 

The detaehmer.t is regulilrly sup­
plieJ by water and air, but the 
sailors fliso run a wcekly truck con-

the compound. and at the re .. 
pair site and boat pier on the 
river. 

Vehicles trav. ling betwecn the 
two spots mu,t carry an armed 
guard. The mcn have 0 ly re cnlly 
been allowed to go on libcrty in the 
lity on a cOhtro I,d basis. Gunnfrs 
matu IB8:gntd to the security de­
partme:lt IIlso mainta nand repdir 
thc h!avy weapons carri.d by thc 
river patr, I boa:s. 

Whether a cook, a storekee. 
per, or machinery repairman, 
every man of the det;jchment 
Is on a sun-up to sun-down, 
seven day.a week Ithadule. 
Security. of (OUru. Is a round. 
the· clock job. 

Saved By Ilu,·d Head 
The Viet Con, are fl ndl 01 out that U.S. Navfmen are hard: 

headed enemies I . 
At I",ut one of the n mlllt ba 

convir,ced of it. 
Hc ahot a sailor from thc Naval 

Support A:tivity D,Hac~mCnt at 
My Tho in the back of the hCJd 
while hc was driving a truck down 
from Saigon in convoy. 

SAVINGS 

And all Charlic e..)1l1d sec WelS a 
ra pid acctlerilltion hy the truck. 

JnsiJe the CJb, Y,O"1)oIn Second 
Clan Pc:ter T. Kochltr-Pfotenhavcr 
of FoJr~st H II~, NY., was thal,klng 
bii star. and st~pplng on thc gas. 

The .30 caliber bullct It ,d creu­
eJ his wrist, bit the back of his 
head and dropped t armlenly to 
thc seat. Apparcnlly it hud run out 
of steam. 

Th: 26·year-old ~ailor was b!­
wild ted for a f~w seconds. but 
didn't figure on waiting around to 
try his luck again I 

'-You might say all I thou8ht 
of was letting the hell out of 
there I". Is the praamatlc way 
he describes the Incldt:nt. 
which occurred halfw.y be_ 
tween My Tho and Saigon. 

The convoy fdced thc rest of thc 
way into My Tho and afkr brief 
treatmcnl, Kochler.Pfotenbaver re .. 
turncd to duty. 
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First Silver Star 
Presented Sailor 

Pledging A Monthly Donation. .• C'pt.io Herb,I! T_ 
King, Commanding Offi:er NAVSUPACT Saigo,\, chaB with fellool officials 
after making the firdt tf a promised 5000 piastt r monthly donation to aid 
the Elementary School for Blind Girls in Saigol'. He djs,u~ses !chool pro­
bltrns with Miss Geneviel-e Caulfield, an American adviier ; t Ihe school, 
and its director, Mrs. PhO-lhi-Lang-Tai. Mi8~ C .. uifield. her{elf blir,d, was 
instrumental in gelting the scho! I started in 1958 She bas been 8\\arded 
a certificate of merit by Prtsident Johnson (or her work on behalf of the 
hmdicllpped h Sautheast Asia. (by Lll1ry Lindberg, PHz) 

Lord 
Now 

Nelson 
Ensign 

As an on-the-Job trainee 
"Midshipman" In Vietnam, It 
took "Lord Nelson" several 
months to earn his honorary 

Sa"gon Navy'men PI d commission as Ensign In the lege U.S. Navy Swift (PCF) DI.I,lon 
105. 

Help For Blind Girls N!~!n ~::II~.wa::~~h;:;":I~ 
Pledalng money, time and labor, the men of the Naval Sup. hard work when he was sworn 

--In and p,." .. nted with an offt. 
port Activity, Saigon are pitching In to help a school for blind cers's gold hat band to wear as 
girl. In thl. capital city. a collar. 

The Elementary School for Blind Girls, I Nguyen Tral, Is 

home for 18 young Vietnamese girls who are being taught to 
make their way In life as well as receiving a basic education. 

The Navlmen are ming spare· has set up a pledge system to get 
time 011 weekends 10 dcan lind money to finance this lind other 
paint the school, inside and out. civic action projrcts. 
Pl~ns call for building addition:11 Over 50,000 paisteu has been 
rooms onto the Icho.,1 to alleviate pledged Oil a monthly basis. Five 
crowded conditions and to allow for thousand piesters are earmarktd 
a larger student 101ld. monthly to help support the girls 

Borrowing a technique from at the ~chool. 
the fimiliar Community Chest An added wrinkle in the pledge 
drives, the relatively amall command program i, a volunteer labor clause. 

He will serve the div;sion 9a 
mascot and 2sshtant to the assistant 
mora~e officer. 

The .wearing-in ceremony took 
place at Qui Nh"n, Vletnan, h me 
baae for PCF Division 105. 

En&;gn Nelson tOJk the oath­
III, Lord Nelson, being of aound 
mind snd outstanding health, he e­
by volunteer to bt come an honorary 
member of the esteemed Navy 
organizalion known as 'Swift'. I will 
aerve my country and the men al .. 

U.S. Navy Petty Officer Se .. 
cond Class Alton R. Gunter of 
Siluria, Alabama was awarded 
the Sliver Star Medal recently 
for heroic action In the Repub. 
lie of Vietnam. 

The award was "the highest 
presented to an Individual 
Involved In sea loperatlons In 
Vletnarp, '. according to Rear 
Admiral Norvell G. Ward, 
Commander U-S. Naval Forces, 
Vietnam. who presented the 
award. 

The presentation WIS made in 

ceremonies held _t Qui Nhon, 

South Vietnam, 120 mile, south of 
D.t Nang. 

The Silver Star was awarded for 

Gunter's bravery in action while on 
prttrol aboard Navy Swift Boat 26 
on the Dong Tranh River, .7 milea 

aouthtast of S. igon in the Rung 

Sat Specisl Zon~, March 27. 
Trapped by a sudden Viet Cong 

ambush, the "26" was caught in 

heavy crossfire from enemy .50 and 
'3'" caHer machine guns an'd sm .. 11 
arms. 

In the first burst of gunfire Gun .. 

tor was scvuely wounded. 

In ~pite of his wounds, he expo ... 

cd himself to heavy enemy fire: to 

man a .so-cal. machine gun. 

Gunter emptied hh machine gun 
into enemy positions, then manned 

the boat's 8lmm mOl tar and fired 

shdl. at the Viet Cona: on both 

sides of the river. He continued 

firing uniil the enemy waa forced 

to break off the sttack and hia I:oat 

wa~ free of the ambuah area. 

When asked about his action 

Gunter replied, "With all that Sluff 
coming at you, you've lot to do 

something. I didn't have much 

choice. What I did was mmtly in. 
atinctive." 

"1 was so scued," he grinned, "J 
don', even remember reloadingl" 

His citation reads in part: " ••• By 
hi. courage, vlilor and devotion to 
duty in standing up to enemy nrc 
in a completely expo.ed position, 
Petty Officer Gunter upheld the 
highest traditions of the United 
States Naval S!r'flce." 

tached to my organization, and do uI'm real proud of the Medal," 
Lending A Helping Hand ... Men from the Navi Su _ harm sndj'Jatlce to the Viet 'Cong." Gunter aaid, Ilbut I think tbe whole 
port Activity, Saigon, awarm OV('f the Elementary Sc1.ool for Blind G;;h The new eosign then signed the crew shou~d get some kind of com .. 
chipping, scraping and geuing the main building ready for n new coat of o~th with a plW print and was con.. mendation. We .Iways work ••• 
Whitewash. (by Bruce Whitmarsh, PH2) gratula!ed by hi. friends. team." 
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