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GO NAVY ••• Lieutenant (jg) Philip Herr, Assistllnt Advisor to 
the Vietnamese Navy Coastal Group 36 at Long Phu, supervises painting II 
"Go Navy" sign on the roof of the advisors' quarters. The sign serves as II 

reminder to 1j .S. Army helicopter pilots flying out of Soc Trang that they 
pass over "Navy territory". (Official V.S. Navy Photo) 

Mined MSB Brought Up 
From Long Tau Bottom 

Raising of the U.S. Navy Mln •• we.plng 80a' (MSa 54,) 
min •• and .unk by an enem, mine Noyembe, I, hal b •• n com .. 
pl.t." .y a t •• in of U.S. Navy .alya •• expert •• 

Salvage of the S4 was performed 
by Team Two of the U.S. Navy's 
Harbor Clearance Unit One, headed 
by Lieutenant Orlin A. Kohl. 

The MSB was mined and sunk at 
4:20 November 1 on the Long Tau 
River, the main ship channel to 
Saigon. 

Casualties were heavy. 
The companion MSR attempting 

an immediate rescue received intense 
Viet Cong small and automatic 
weapons fire from the riverbank. 

Fire was rcturned. 
Thc MSB was lifted from the \ 

rivcr bottom and moved to Saigon 
where salvage continued. 

The mining of MSD 54 was the 
fifteeth Viet Cong attack on the 
wooden_hulled boats since their 
arrival ill Vietnam from Long Beach, 
Calif., seven months ago. 

Operating as units of Operation 
Game Warden, the boats comprise 
Detachment Alfa of Mine Squadron 
11, based at Nha Be. 

'Free' Leave Is OKed 
Penonnel .totloned In South V letnam who extend their 

VI.tnam tour of duty by at lea.t .Ix month. are now authorized 
a IIfreell 3U.day leave and government.pald fraMportatlon. 

The special.1eave, authorized by The Icave is to be taken in one 
Public Law 89-735, will be granted increment and will not be charged 
to those who, by way of reenlistment, to the serviceman's leave record~ 
extension of cnlistment or other The special leave will begin not 
voluntary action, agree to extend earlier than 90 days before nor later 
their tour of duty in Vietnam by at than 30 days after the normal tour 
least six months beyond their normal expiration date. If the serviceman 
rotatioJl date"". starts his leave prior to his normal 

Round_trip transportation will be 
furnished at government expense to 
any desired location. Travel time 
will not count against the 30 days 

iof leave. 

rotation date, the unserved- period 
will then be added to the period of 
his extension. 

Leave rations are also authorized 
during the leave and travel period. 

THI MOSTI ••• This PACV (Patrol Air Cushion Vehicle) underway 
on Market Time patrol off Vung Tau is capable of speeds in excess of 50 
knots when combat loaded. Using an airlift principle whereby it floats on a 
cushion of air, it can travel over water, swamps or even flat hind! 

(Official U.S. Navy Photo by Lt. James Taylor) 

LDO Program 
Is Resumed 

The Navy will reactivate its 
Limiied Duty Officer Program in 
FY68 but will limit procurement to 
male chief warrant officers originally 
appointed after calendar year 1964 
and serving in W-2 and W_3 grades. 

Personnel selected under the new 
.program will be tendered temporary 
appointments in the grade of ensign, 
commencing in FY69. 

Tn the same personnel notice, 
Navy announced a concurrent warrant 
officer appointment program and it. 
modifications. 

DAMN THI MORTARS, .IIP IN STlPI ••• During the Vietnamese Naiional Day celebration a detach~ 
ment from the Naval Support Activity Saigon stepped smartly past ·th~f reviewing stand led by Lieutenant (jg) 
RJ. Humphrey. The sa-i1ors were undeterred by a Viet Cong nioriar-barrage that killed 13 bystanders. 

Basic change is that only chieF 
and first class petty officers, E_7 an"i:l 
E.6, will be considered for warran~' 
officer appointments. (Official U.S. Navy Photo by Larry Lindberg, PHZ) 
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()UAI-IJAIN'S ()UIINIUI New Law Broadens 
Is God Your Rudder? Medicare Benefits 

Iy Chaplain O'.rl.e .. 

The rudder of a ship is a small piece of equipment but it carries a 
tremendous responsibility. Any ship, large or small,' requires the rudder to 
give direction. Without it the ship drifts aimlessly about. It brings out 
the best in the ship and fulfills the purpose for which the &hip was con· 
.trueted. 

The ship may be of the latest design, its electronic gear first.rate, 
officers and men well trained. and experienced. But a ship without a rudder 
is uselees. 

Similarly, a life without God lacks purpose and direction. An indivi­
. dual may be handsome, intelligent, strong, wity, and clever. What does it 

profit a man if he possesses th"se qualities but can not steer on course, 
reach his destination and fulfill his purpose? Without God we navigate a 
rudderle88 path on the sea of life, pitching and rolling from the mind of 
temptation and the wave of difficulty. When one's purpose in life is to 
seek pleasure and happiness at any cost, he flounders from one thrill to 
another, steered only by his bodily appetites. 

How different the picture if God is the rudder of our ship. Then we 
steer a steady course on the stormy sea of life. His will as expressed in the 
Ten Commandments, 'is our guide. No longer do we ask: "What do I 
Want?" Now the question is: "What does God expect me, His creature, to 
do?i' 

For the same reason that we put bits in horses' mouths and rudders 
on ships, so should our livea be controlled by God; and as we do His will 
and fulfill His purpose, we reach those ports that are worthy. A steering 
casualty comes when we forget ~ho owns the vessel, where we are going, 
and why. 

l' 0 .... (',. ........ ('00 .. ",.,10 .. 

Make Your'Breaks~, 
Mav. ,ou .. er noticed that th.r. or •• om. IU,. who ai_ 

wa, .... m to Ite In the rllht ftlac. at the rlaht tim.? Th., make 
'Ir.t Clall In 4 or I ,eau, Warrant Officer In I, and end up 
r.tlrlnl a. Lcdr. or Cdr. Somo IV" lot all the Itr.akl, I wondor 
wh,! Do ,ou .uppo.o the, could have planned all thl. and mado 
the brook. them .. rye.t 

A man has got to know where he is now to be able to see where he is 
going in the future. There are some guys, like the one described above, 
who know exactly where they are, where they want to go, and have initiat­
ed a positive plan of action to get there. But there are a great many more 
of UI who haven't looked much further than our nOles, 

Sure we've set some goals, like what tomorrow, next week, next 
month, snd I'm sure most of us have thought about what we wsnt next 
year when we leave here. But how many of us have realistic, well thought 
out plans for two yean from now, four years from now, or even fifteen 
yean from now? 

You might say fifteen years, that'a a long way off, I've got plenty of 
time to think about that. Look back on the last couple of yean, Did you 
,make the most of them? I don't think most of us can honestly eay we did. 

This is where your Career Counselor comes in. If you haven't already 
set a goal for yourself, he haa the information and facta that may help you 
.make an intelligent deci.ion. 

Tho,. aro man, lood mon I.avlnl tho Nay, .Impl, Itocau.o 
tho, aro no' aware of what ,h. Nayy h •• to offo,. Mo .. 
of the Info, motion tho, do havo como f,om meueoob and 
IIumdope artl., •• 

The Career Counselor ia there for one purpose, to present you with 
the straight facts on wflat the Navy does and does not offer, then leave you 
U~ make your own decision as to what course you're going to take, 

, Whatever you do_whether you ahip over, or go into civilian life, get 
the $ ro;~h' dope and think over all the angles. Then consider what you 
want to do with your life and go after it. Once you've set your goal don't 
let anyone con you off the course you've set. h's your life and you're the 
one who's going to have to live it. Make your own decision. and MAKE 
IT A eOOD ONE. 

A .orvlcoman Ie, •• warm fooling whon h. know. hI. Iqyed 
ono. aro woll-cored for and "'e. 
Amorlcon flghtlna mon .eporatod 'rom tholr famlllo. bo­

cau.e o' on over .. o. alilanmont, or a .ervlco family o .. lgnod to 
a romoto area, now hayo rona wed In.uranco that dopondenU 
will rocolv. adoquato modlcal caro. 

Tho Mlllta,y Modlcal Bonoflt. Amendments of 1966 pa .. od 
b, tho 19th Conlre .. I. now law. 

If a Navy dependent has a baby in a taxicab, she no longer has to 
worry. The government will pay most of the expense. Not for the cab, 
perhaps, but certainly for the doctor called to the scene . 

And if her back aches after her recovery,· she may even be treated by 
a civilian osteopath. Her bunions removed by a doctor of surgical chiropody. 

The bill. called the Military Medical Benefits Amendments, also au­
horizes tangible things like pills, crutches snd artificial limbs. It pays for 
local ambulance service to or from a hospital for accident care. And it helps 

• Wilh rental of hospital beds. wheelchairs and iron lungs. 
In a nutshell, the new health benefits faU into three broad categories: 
Civilian outpatient care for the wives, children and dependent hus_ 

bands of active duty personnel. 
Civilian inpatient and outpatient care for retired members and their 

wives, children and dependent husbands, and the wives, children, and de_ 
pendent husbands of members who died while on active duty or in a retired 
status. 

Institutional care, training, rehabilitation, and special education in 
civilian facilities for wives, children, and dependent husbands of active duty 
members who are moderately or severely mentally retarded or who have a 
serious physical handicap. 

The new law eliminates restrictions on types of hospitalization which 
may be provided dependents, 8UC~ as treatment for nervous and mental dis_ 
orders and chronic conditions. 

If used wisely, the Military Medical Benefits Amendments of 1966 
should prove advantageous to the serviceman and his family-providing the 
necessary health care for wives and children of those wearing uniforms of 
thia country's Armed Forcea. 

tbe Jackstaff 7'Jews 
Captain Herbert T. Klnl, USN 

Commander U.S. Naval Support ActivIty 5 ;flon 
Lieutenant (Junior grade) D.I!. Schon, USNR 

Officer In Cha'.A 

e.K. F'fluson, Joe, EJltor 
itA. Su"lltn, JOI, Game War en EJltorl=lrcJlatlon 

Ill. i dwar<lf.jO. M.rklt Time E .. ltor 

lhe J:cksttfF News II published b',weekl, by the U.S. N v,1 Suppor Ac­
tivity $ " n for Navy personnd In V:etn~m's II III 'nd IV CTZ on beh .If 01 
COl"',NAVFORV In acco" Ince Wltl, NAVEXO; P-35 nd II prlnt!d wl<h 'ppro­
p'l.ted funl'. b, the Blt'lkok Wor!. Limited. AFFS ani ot"er Ijn:lIClted 
mlterlll "'II net be r, pro. ueed. M.llln, ad( 1'(": Editor. Jackstaff New •• Coie 
03. Na.aI !u;port Attlvlty $.I,on, I PO 96214, 
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Beer Nite on My Tho 
By Lieutenant (jg) Bob Martin 

.' 

Gun. pointed, the Navy Patrol loat e.ud alonl.ld. ,h. 
maul". VI.tnam lunk .topped In ,h. wat.r. The :rellaw .. and-,ed 
colon of the lov.rnment flag flutte,ed from 'he dern Ifoff. 

S • .,.nty f •• '-o, ... o lon" the lunk towe,ed obov. th_ 
.maUer craft who •• crew momentarily Im.glned the top-heovy_ 
look In I bar,. toppling oyer on them. Stachd high on the 
lunk'. deck, In Irr.,ular r~w., were thou.and. of wooden crat •• 
who •• content. were to b •• ublect to the NO'lymen', In'ended 
.e.rch. 

Until this moment, it had been a 
quiet patrol for River Patrol Boat 
98-no suspicious craft encountered, 
no Viet Cong snipers contacted, 
nothing unusual for the PBR aft'ec. 
tionately called "JoLisa". Named 
after the boat captain's cbildren - a 
composite of Joe and Lisa-number 
98 is one of ten river boats of River 
Patrol Section 531 based at My 
Tho in the Mekong Delta of South 
Vietnam. The area lies some 35 or 
40 miles south-southwest of Saigon. 

Th. app.aranc. of tho larg. 
.hadowy craftlnfront of th.m, 
th.r.for., took tho PIR-" 
cr.w .om.what by .urpr .... 
Straddling half tho width of 
tho rlv.r, th.lunk app.ar.dto 
b. d.ad In the wat.r. A .Ingl. 
whit. Ulht on tho ma.t p.epeel 
throulh tho darkn .... 

Cautiously, the patrol boat closed 
the distance between itself and the 
portentious object ahead. 

Snapping on the spotlight mounted 
atop his .50.cal. machine gun, the 
forward gunner trained-and_elevated 
the weapon on the ominous .il. 
houctte. 

Within 25 feet of the suspicious 
vessel, Minx, the Vietnamese inter· 
preter on the Navy boat. switched 
on a hand.held flashlight and 
pointed it into the faces of the 
waiting crewmen on the other craft. 

The after gunner now moved 
forward and tossed a line across the 
narrow apan between the boats; the 

parties on the otfoer side obediently 
grabbed it and tied it fast to a 
ballard. 

Minx, followed by the boat 
captain - 'etty Officer .Irlt 
Cia .. GI.n Ingberl -Iump.d 
up onto the forward ".ck of 
the '1 •••• 1. 

"What are you doing here?" 
Minx asked in Vietnamese. "What is 
your cargo? " 

The old man's words were spoken 
in rapid, gasping spurts with long 
pauses between. Minx translated 
almost as fast and two or three 
times Boat Captain Engberg asked 
him to repeat what he said. As the 
conversation continued, the younger 
man on the junk began to' unbar 
the cover over the forward atorage 
hold. Paning through metalloopst 
a steel rod ran the length of the 

cover which was bolted at one end. 
The rod removed. the wooden cover 
was slid aside .•. and in somewhat 
eager anticipation, Minx and his 
U.S. Navy friends gathered around 
to see what lay below. 

"Ie.r I" Th •• r vole •• rang 
out In unllon. Minx .hook hi. 
head from .Ide to .141 •• 

The search completed, the Navy. 
men returned to their pstrol boat. 
Though somewhat disappointed that 
their find was so legitimate - no 
enemy supplies, no contraband of 
~ny kind-they knew at the same 
time that their efforts and those of 
other U.S. Navy patrol boats which 
compriae Operation Game Warden 
on the Mekong Delta are having a 
marked effect on "Charlie Cong". 
At least, he wasn't out on the river 
tonight. 

I. was .... r nllht on the My 
Tho and when they lot back to 
lIa •• and off-duty, the m.n 
thoulht they mllht lu.t try 
.om. of .ha. Jocal "und. 

Wizard Is Gratis 
The WizRrd of Id comic strip 

which is appearing in "The Jackstaff 
News" beginning with this issue is 
being presented free to Navymen in 
Vietnam by creators Brant Parker 
and Johnny Hart and the Publishers 
Newspaper Syndicate. 

THE WIZARD OF tD 

THE WIZAJU) OF ID 

NAUTICAL IUT NICI I ••• Lovely Tina Louise losther oars white boat­
ing down the Mekong and wants some sailor to give her a lift. Any volun~ 
teers? 

WE Pc>N'T HAVe 
AI'IY AII~C:1MFT. 

by Br_t parker and .Joblu,,. bart 

ALL OF OUR 
AI~C"'AFT 

f5 MISSING! 

by B~t parker _d .Johnn,. b .... 
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MS. SKIPPIR • •. cro Herman J. Carter, officer_in.charge MSB 17, 
checks his position during operations on the Long Tao. 

RIGGIN' THI FLOAT • •• POZ Paul Ginter prepares to put the float into 
the water after repairing the sweep wire. 

, ... ' ...... 
VC MINI • •. EOD Expert CPO D. F. McMahon makes sure that a mine 
cut loose by th(mineswcepers is safe to handle. 

LITTLE BOATS - ~ 
(By Thoma. L. Rainwater, J01) 

Th. u.s. Nav, I. m •• tlng a VI.t Coni challeng. on the ,Iver 
approach •• to tho 'ort of Sallon, 

Several tim •• dally, .mall, wood-hull.d U.I. Navy mine ... 
w •• plng boat. (MS.d .w •• p the Lonl Tao R,yer and the Sa110n 
harbor oro. where .hlp. are bringing and unloading their 
yo)uabl. carg ••• d.,tlneel for the tr •• world military forco. In 
the Republic of VI_tnam. 

"If it weren't for this river ,'. says 
Chief Petty Officer Herman J. 
Carter, of New York City, "I don't 
know what we would do for sup~ 
plies." Nor does anyone else. 

It's via the 4S-mile long Long 
Tao that the bulk of supplies reach 
the Capitol City. 

The Long Tao winds through the 

heart of the Rung Sat Special Zone, 
a longtime Viet Cong haven, just 
south of Saigon. It's the major 
deep_water channel connecting the 
Port of Saigon with the South China 
Sea. 

Chief Carter is Officer-in_Charge 
of MSB 17, one of I Z such boats 
operating from the small U.S. 
Navy base at Nha Be, seven miles 
south of Saigon. 

The MSBs comprise Detachment 
Alpha of Mine Squadron Eleven. 
The squadron is homeported at 
Long Beach, Calif. Commanding 
the Detachment is Lieutenant W.D. 
Jones, of Stockton, California. 

Nine of the boats are committed 
to the daily sweeping. All additional 
boat is on alert to assist in any 
maritime emergency. 

Detachment Alpha moved to Nha 
Be from Danang early this year and 
began immediate operations on the 
Long Tao River and in the Dong 
Nai River north to Bien Hoa. 

MHA II HILTON" ••• "Home" for the MSB crews arc these tents at Nha Be. They keep their weapons slung within easy reach and a mosquito net draped around their bunks to keep from being put out of action by maleria. (Official U. S. Navy Pmto by John Scholzen, JOCM) 

Since the NGvymen be,an 
'heir ml .. lon of keeping the 
Long Tao channer free of mIne. 
only two merchant .hlp. have 
been mined by the Viet Con, 
In the area 'wept by the MSI •• 
Dozen. of other .hlp. have 
carried their vital .upplle. up 
'he channel while the VC have 
watched In fru.fratlon from 
riverbank •. 
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SAPI PASSAGI, eQURTlIY MSII ••• A tanker carrics an essential cargo of oil to Saigon, passing one of the Navy minesweepers that make possi­
ble its safe transit of the VC-threatcned channel. 

WITH VITAL AND DANGEROUS TASK 
The mining of the MSTS ship 

Baton Rouge on. August 23 with 
seven killed illustrated the import~ 

anee of the task and the necessity of 

eternal vigilence against the Viet 

Cong sabateurs. The Baton Rouge 

was heavily damaged and run 

aground to prevent its sinking. It 
still remains grounded; however the 

Viet Cong were frustrated in their 

attempt to block the channel. 

The hazards of the job were 

tragically demonstrated on Novem. 

ber 1 when onc of the MSBs was 

mined and sunk with heavy casual­

ties. A companion MBD attempting 

to rescue survivors came under 

heavy fire from the riverbank. It 
was the 1 Sth VC attack against the 

12 MBDs of Mine Squadron 11. 

Although the MBD sailors have 
no positive way of knowing when 

they have cut loose a mine and 

prevented the sinking of a ship, 

mines of the types for which the 
MSBs sweep the river have been 

found in the Rung Sat Special Zone 

along the river bank and at Viet 

Cong base camps, 

The crew of MSB IS found a 6-lb 

spherical VC mine as recently as 

October 24. After examination by 

all EOn team headed by CPO n,F, 

McMahon, the mine was taken to 

Nha De and destroyed after close 
examination, It was 'confirmed that 

the mine had been cut loose by a 

minesweeper. 

Later the same day, MSD 49 

The EOD teams were again called 
to investigate and they traced the 
wire down a stream where tite wire 
stopped in a clump of bushes. At­
tached to the end of the wire were 
batteries used in the detonation 01 
command detonated mirles, 

Th •• nd of the wlr. found In 
the wat.r app.ar.d to have 
b •• n cut by an MS •• It II be. 
11.'1.41 th ••• wlr.. w.r. the 
control wlr •• for the VC min •• 
That day trag.d,. ·had bl.n 
av.,t.d. 

Four MSDs operate on the Long 
Tao River daily. 

The boats, working in pairs, 
sweep with equipment designed to 
cut the detonator wire of remote~ 
detonated mines which are planted 
in the river channel, MSBs also 
sweep for moored mines which could 
be anchored to the river bottom. 

Detween conducting the daily 
sweep and maintaining the boat at 
peak efficiency. the MBB's sevell~ 

man crew leads a life of long and 
demanding hours. 

The MBB sailors liVe in tents 
ashore with the river patrol boat 
(PBR) Navymen at the Nha Be NoIvy 
base. 

MSB sweeps of the river last as 

long as 10 hours with constant 

maintenance work required before 

and after each sweep. Added to this 

fatiguing schedUle is the ever present 

danger of Viet Cong sniping from 

the river bank. 

No waters of the river are left 

unswept when the workday ends. 

According to Chl.f Cart.r, 
"Mln.w •• plng I. a constant 
and demanding ta.k. However, 
we are rewarded by a ' •• lInl 
of aceompll.hm.nt In fulfilling 
a vital lob I" 

'potted a green wire leading from LlnLl IOAT-BIG JOII ••• MSD 17 sweeps the Long Tao channel to make it possible for \'ital cargo to 1U00'e 

the river up the riverbank. to Saigon. 
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IT'. NOT PANCY BUT IT'. HoM •••• for the Navymen at Qui Nhon, II typical detachment supporting the boats which arc stopping communist 
water·borne infiltration of the Delta-area. (Offical U, S. Navy Photo by Larry Lindberg, PH2) 

"'S'T TO gill llillON 

Beautiful Scenery But Not 
By John Scholzen JOCM 

a Resort! 
It', newly devolopod on be.ch'ront prop.rty hUI.lnl d •• p bin ond cry.'ol cro., wator. 'ood, pr.paro" by tho fino" 

,h." In tho world, I. of to .. flow In to rn •• t .pocral dornond.. Manag.mon' .par.. no offort or oxpo .... to •• fl"r cllontol •• 
Imploy ••• know thoy are hor. to ,.,... >. 

lut tho .. of taint he.rt n .. d not apply for 1' ... , •• ,10'" 0, lolu: 1 ...... of mol'. co.r.g.ou. ".nt .hould chock with 'hoi' 
Na.y recrultor' 

'01' tho Idyllic .oundlng hann .. anath.r of tho U.I. Navy' •• upp.rt d.tachm.nt. which or •• prlnglng up along tho 
coa.tllno and In tho Dolt. r.glon of thl •• mbottl.d Ropubllc. 

Officially known as the U,S, Naval firm which is the Navy's construc_ area. The finger of land {orms a 
SupPlIrt Activity, Saigon Detachment tion agent throughout Vietnam, ~ -naiural harbor On the South China 
Qui Nhon, the base provides repair, Most of the pre_fab buildings are Sea coastline, 
administrative and logistic support up though and the base has been You travel by water to reach the 
to coastal patrol and harbor defense operating for months, base, unless you want to trudge 
units, The relatively small encampment miles through dense undergrowth 

It's a rar cry from a resort! nestles in a sandy cove of a pen_ and over sweeping hills. 

A visitor to the basc finds it is insula jutting from the central coast On arrival, a glonc. at h.ovl .. 
still being built by the Ainerican of South Vietnam; in the II Corps I, arm.d Swift boot. tl.d up 

THaY IUILT A SCHOOL. •• Navymen at the Naval Support Activity 
Detachment Qui Nhon join Vietnamese children in front of the schoolhouse 
the sailore built in the village adjoining their base. Done in their spsretime. 
the work included de.ks and. chillI'S. Thirty-one kids have started first grade, 
A local teacher has been hired "with 'money donated by the Navymen, 
(OFFICIAL:U. s. ~-Ivy Photograph by: Larry Lindberg, PHZ 

at tho pl.r ,.n. you tho main 
purpo •• of tho ba ••• 

The speedy craft ply up and down 
the coastline on the lookout (or 

Viet Cong trying to infiltrate men 
and equipment by sea, Other boats 

and crews patrol the harbor to pro­
tect IIhipping, It is the base's job to 
keep boats and crews on the line, 

Arrive early or late, you'll find 
plenty of activity, The base is on a 
round-the_clock routine to support 
day and night operations, The men 

regularly work 12 to 16 hour days 
(or nights as the case may be), 

In the early evening you'll see 
men shouldering rines to take their 
turn at standing security watches in 
the hills surrounding the base. "~or_ 
tunately, units of the Vietnamese 

and Korean armies are in the general 

area which keeps the VC threat 
down to snipers, Constant alertness 
is mandatory, 

When you eit down to chow, 
you'll enjoy typically outatanding 
Navy chow, but don't linger"please, 
there are others waiting to get in, 
By nOw you are aware that living 
condition, are austere, as elsewhere 
in the. war.torn nation! 

Any water you drink has been 
brought in by small boat, Take a 
shower, and you are using saltwater. 
Don't let the sand and insects 
bother you, but you had better have 
taken your malaria pill, it's highly 
recommended, 

Because of its isolated location, 
what recreation there is, is mainly 
confined to the base. You can 
usuallywatch an outdoor movie, if 
it doesn't rain. 

If you want to find out whst tlte 
men have done with their very 
limited sparetime, wander into the 
Vietnamese village snuggled along. 
side the Navy facility. 

Th •• ehool hou •• ·you ••• , no' 
fancy-but •• nlceable-wa. 
built b, tho Novym.n o. a civic 
action proJ.ct. Th •• ollorl ar. 
contributing enouah money 
monthly '0 hlr. a '.och.r for 
tho vlllaa. kid. '00, molt of 
whom hov. n.vor ••• n a .chool 
b.for •• 

Assuming you stay the night, 
it'll he a bunk in a crowded Butler 
hut, But it's better than a tent and 

it's out o( the rain. And by now you 
should be ready for sleep. 

After you bid farewell to the base 
in the morning you won't have to 
worry about being pestered by 
brochures inviting you hack to 
revisit the "Mecca of your dreams," 

lut you'll corry m.morl •• 
which will make you. proud of 
your Novym.n. Th.y h.v. II 

Job '0 do In VI.tn.m ..... nd are 
.ofna I, w.m 
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~ivey 

By John Scholzen. JOCM 
With due apolo,'.' to the lard of the Mlu' .. 'PP', ther. I. more than a .'mllarlt, of nam •• betw •• n the U.S. No.y'. IIlht car,o .hlplUSS Mark (AKL 12) and Mark Twain. 
With Ima,lnatlon .upplyln, a paddl •• heel and a tlnhorn lombl.r, the .hl, Mork II op.ratlnl on the rl •• " of VI.tnam In much the .ame mann.r a' the MII.I .. I"I rl.erllaat. ,Iamorlzed by the humorlstl 

Change New Orleans to Saigon, 
replace the flavor of Hannibal, St. 
Louis and Natchez with Vinh Long, 
Sa Dec and Can Tho, and the story 
is familiar. 

For the Mark is plying the riven 
and waterways of Vietnam ,in 6:up­
port of the Navy's growing effort to 
prevent tlieir use by the cnemy to 
infIltrate men and equipment. 

Viet C~lRg have replaced Twain's 
pirate~ and Indians, and mines have 
t!iken the place o'f logs as naviga­
tional hazards. When M~rk tics up 
to load and unload supplies, there 
are Tom Sawyers and, Huck Finns 
aplenty ,in the gathering of Viet_ 
namese children. 

But that's where the comparison 
ends. The Mark is actually a clean 
lined, 900-ton ship whose cargo is 
vital to the war effort' in this em­
battled RepUblic. 

Her ports of call, both on the 
rivers of the southern Delta region 
and coastal ports Up and down South 
Vietnllm, are base sites established 
to support Navy small-boat opera­
tions against the Viet Congo 

III her holds she carrills every­
thing from food and spare parts to 
guns and ammunition. 

Some of her trips are far from 
routine. Last summer the Mark 
sailed boldly out of the mouth of 
the Bassae river and thereby elimi_ 
nated one of the major obstacles 
hampering free navigation of one of 
the principal waterways of Viet­
nam's Delta region. 

She was the first csrgo carrier to 
negotiate the 47_mile run from Can 
Tho out into the South China Sea 

in approximately 10 years. 
Until then a combination of Viet 

Cong pressure and long-lost nav­
igational aids had prevented any_ 
thing larger than patrol crah from 
making the trip. 

Lieutenant Francis Sanderlin, of 
San Diego, Calif., Mark's Skipper, 
who navigated the changed and 
forgotten channels, reported ,suffi_ 
cient water at all times under his 
10-foot~draft ship to insure the 
passag~ of other type ships operat_ 
ing on the river routes. 

Mark was escored.by the Viet_ 
namese .Nav) LSIL 331, a heavily 
armored patrol craft. . An L-19 
observation plane flew ahead and 

helicopter fire eupport teams were 
standing by at Soc Trang while 
Mark ran past the Viet Cong infest­
ed area from Can Tho to the river's 
mouth. 

The LSIL led Mark part way 
through the sandbars and mudflats 
to open water and from there she 
"felt" her -way to sea. 

Rear Admiral Norvell G. Ward, 
Commander U.S. Naval Forces, 
Vietnam. in _ a message commending 
Mark for her transit of the Bassac, 
said the trip was " .••• another 
concrete example of your "Can Do" 
spirit and the standing profession­
alism." " ... absence of navigation­
al aid and limited hydrography of 

ALWAYS ALiRT ••• Two Mark Sailors stand ready for action at a .50 
caiiber machine gun as one of many sampanS crosses their path during 
operations on the rivers of the Mekong Delta. (Both photoe this page Offici­
al U, S. Navy Photos by Bruce Whitmarsh, PH2) 

this area makea your erfort even 
more significant." 

Mark, and a like ,hip, USB Brule 
(AKL 28), are under the operational 
control of the U.S. Naval Support 
Activlty, Saigon. The base&; she 
serves are field activities of which 
provide administrative, logistic and 
repair 8upport for Navy Forces in 
the II, III, and IV Corpa areal of 
the Republic. 

lullt In 19 •• fo, thl Army, 
.h. wa. fran.hrred to the 
Nav,. In 194' and 11 •• n h., 
pr ••• n, nam •• Mark hal b •• n 
In the wettern Pacific for 
nearly 22 yea ... , n • .,., ha.,lne 
rec.oII.d the Int.,natlonal 
datelln •• 

Mark is 180 feet long, 33 feet 
wide and her relatively shallow 
draft of 10~ feet makes her ideal 
(or plying the riven. 

There are (our officen and 44 
enlisted men in her crew. 

In carrying out her alll,n. 
mentl, Mark hal com. und.r 
Viet Can, .hor. fire on almolt 
.. ery trip and waf •••• rel, 
.haken by a " n• ar mill" un. 
d.rwater mine explo.lon. One 
cr.wman hat b •• n wounded. 

Thank. in great part to these 
men and their "riverboat", the 
Navy has been able to set up inland 
support bases, thus extending the 
range of river patrol boat operationl 
as far as the Cambodian border. 

The results have been to diminish 
the Viet Cong's usc of the water­
ways to move men and equipment. 
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Navy Fights Unique War on Vietnam Delta 
By D. G Van Way. J02 

In ove,y war the United 
Ita... hal wag.d 'he U.S. 
Navy hal played a key role. 
The war In VI.tnam I. no ex­
ception. 

lut In.tead of .e. battle. 
and .hlp_f._lhlp enla,ementl, 
the In-country U.S. Navy I. 
fllhtlnl a .mall-boat .nlplng 
war on the Inland waterway • 
• f Vietnam. 

Operation Game Warden is "the 
name given the Navy's effort to 
halt Viet Cong waterborne move· 
ment in the Mekong Delta, and in 
the Rung Sat Special Zone, 30 miles 
southeast of Saigon. 

Mainstay of the operation are 
River Patrol Doats (PBRs) which 
condll,ct day and night patrols along 
the three major Delta RiverB. 

The PBR's mission on the Delta 
waterways is to prevent enemy usc 
of thesc main regional highways to 
transport men and supplies. In ad­
dition, the PBRs act as a blockIng 
force to prevent enemy movement 
across the rivers from one area to 
another. 

To accomplish these tasks, 'the 
PBR patrols constantly monitor all 
civilian sampan and junk trallic, 
boarding and searching when necees­
ary to hunt for Viet Cong supplies 
and personnel. 

lhe P8R,' work I. punctuated 
b, conatant danaer becau.e of 
frequent .nlp.r fire from Viet 
Cona hidden In the den,e lun­
lie alona the riverbanks. 

The four_man PBR is a fiberglass 
boat, redesigned from a civilian 

INIPICTION • , • A Vietnamese sampan operator poles his tiny craft alongside a U.S. Navy River Pstrol 
Boat for inspection. The water_jet patrol boats cruise the three main rivers of the Mekong Delta day and 

, night, inspecting and sometimes boarding and searching native craft for Viet Cong and their supplies. (Official 
U.S. Navy Photo by J.C. Deckert, PHC) 

pleasure craft for Game Warden, 
capable of 25 knots top speed and 
is extremely maneuverable. The 
boat is powered on a principle simi­
lar to that of a jet aircraft, using 
twin water jets to propel and man­
euver, 

Three .SO-cal. machine' guns and 
several individual weapons give the 
PDR withering fire power. 

There are now eight PDR bases 
in Vietnam, with more than 90 
boats manned and supported by 
nearly 700 people. The Game War_ 
den force, Task Force 116, fs com_ 
manded by Captain Burton B. 
Witham, USN, whose headquarters 

is near Can Tho, 80 miles south_ 
west of Saigon. The PDRs are di_ 
rectly responsible to Commander 
River Squadron Five, U.S. Navy 
<":ommander Kenneth H. Ruecker. 

The Navy's UH-IB "Huey" 
armed helicopter, bristling with 
machine guns and air_to_surface 
rockets, is on patrol over the rivers, 
ready to assist any embattled river 
patrol. The small aircraft, an in_ 
novation in Naval warfare, can 
move swiftly into an area, deliver a 
tremondous volume of fire~power, 
and be gone in a matter of minutes. 

In addition to the PBRs and 
"Huers" Operation Game Warflen 

includes Minesweeping Boats 
(MSBs). These 57-foot wooden­
hulled boats sweep the Long Tau 
River shipping channel, which winds 
4S miles through the Rung Sat 
Special Zone to the big port of Sai­
gon. The MSDs' mission is to de­
stroy Viet Cong mines which threa­
ten both civilian an military ship­
ping. 

A ship sunk in this vital waterway 
could choke Saigon's civilian econo­
my as well as cut an important free 
world forces supply route. 

The MSBs' tuk is also a dan­
gerous one. More than IS times 
during their seven months in Viet_ 
nam the MSMs have come under VC 
attack, twice suffering heavy Ca­
sualties. 

It I, .. too earl, ,to make a 
lud,ement on the effectlvene .. 
of Operation Game Warden, 
but the PIR .allor. feel that 
their', I. an Important role In 
creatlna a 'ree, peaceful Viet­
naml 

IIVIR PATROL IOAT •• , A River Patrol Boat speeds along the My Tho River to overtake a samp:m its crew 
has spotted attempting to. (ross the river. The POR is a 31~foot fiberglass boat, powered by water jets that 
push this revolutionary craft to a top speed of 25 knots. (Official U.S. Navy Photo by J.C. Decket. JOC) 
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