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G0 NAVY . . . Licutenant (jg) Philip Herr, Assistant Advisor to
the Vietnamese Navy Constal Group 36 at Long Phu, supervises painting a
“Go Navy™ sign on the roof of the advisors’ quartars. The sign serves as a
reminder to .S, Army helicopter pilots flying out of Soc Trang that they
pass over “Navy territory”. (Official U.S, Navy Photo)

Mined MSB Brought Up
From Long Tau Bottom

Ralsing of the U.5, Navy Mineswesping Boat {MSB 354,)
wined and sunk by an shemy mine Novembar t, has been tom«

‘Free’ Leave Is OKed

Parsonnel statloned in South Vietnam who extend thelr
Vietnam tour of duty by at least six months are now authorixzed
a “fres’’ 30-day teave and government-pald transpartation.

_ The special leave, authorized by
Public Law 89.735, will be granted
to those who, by way of reenlistment,
extension of enlistment or other
.voluntary action, agree to extend
their tour of duty in Vietnam by at
least six months beyond their normal
rotatien date,

Round-trip transportation will be
furnished at government expense to
any desired location. Travel time
will not count against the 30 days

fof leave,

The lcave is to be taken in one
increment - and will not be charged
to the serviceman’s leave record;

The special leave will begin not
earlier than 90 days before nor later
than 30 days after the normal tour
expiration date. If the serviceman
starts his feave prior to his normal
rotation date, the unserved- period
will then be added to the period of
hia extension,

Leave rations are also authorized
during the leave and travel period.

pleted by a team of U.5. Navy salvage experti.

Salvage of the 54 wus performed
by Team Two of the U3, Navy’s
Harbor Clearance Unit One, headed
by Lieutenant Orlin A, Kohl,

The MSB was mined and aunk at
'4:20 November 1 on the Leng Tau
River, the main ship channel to
Saigon,

Casualties were heavy,

The companion MSB attempting
an immediate rescue received intense
Viet Cong small and automatic
weapons fire from the riverbank,

DAMN THE

Fire was returned,

The MSB was lifted from the '

river bottem and moved to Saigon
where salvage continued.

The mining of MSB 54 was the
fiftceth Viet Cong attack on the
wooden-hulled  boats since their
arrival in Vietnam from Long Beach,
Calif., seven months ago.

Operating as units of Operation
Game Warden, the boats comprise
Detachment Alfa of Mine Squadron
11, based at Nha Be.

MORYARS, KEEP IN SYEP! .'. + During the Vietnamese National Day celebeation a detach-
ment from the Naval Support Activity Saigon stepped smartly past the' reviewing stand led by Lieutenant (jg)
R.]. Humphrey. The sailors were undeterred by a Viet Cong mortar barrage that killed 13 bystanders.

(Official U.S. Navy Photo by Larry Lindberg, PH2)

THE MOSYI. .. This PACV (Patrol Air Cushion Vehicle) underway
on Market Time patrol off Vung Teu is capable of speeds in excess of 50
knots when combat loaded. Using an airlift principle whereby it floats on a
cushion of air, it can travel over water, swamps or even Aat land!

(Official U.S. Navy Photo by Lt. James Taylor)

LDO Program
Is Resumed

The Navy will reactivate its
Limited Duty Officer Program in
FY68 but will limit procurement to
male chicf warrant officers originally
appointed after calendar year 1964
and serving in W-2 and W-3 grades.

Personnel selccted under the new
_prcfgram will be tendered temporary
appointments in the grade of ensign,

. commencing in FY69,

Tn the same personnel notice,
Navy announced a concurrent warrant
officer appointment program and its
modifications.

Basic change is that only chief
and first class petty officers, E.7 and
E-6, will be considered for warrant
officer appointmerits, ‘
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' CHAPLAIN'S CORNER

Is God Your Rudder?

By Chaplain O‘Brien
The rudder of a ship is a small piece of equipment but it carries a
- tremendous responsibility, Any ship, large or small, requires the rudder to
give direction, Without it the ship drifts aimlessly about, It brings out
the best in the ship and fulfille the purpose for which the ship was con.
structed.

The ship may be of the latest design, its electronic pgear first-rate,
officers and men well trained and experienced. But a ship without a rudder
is uselees,

Similarly, a life without God lacks purpnse and direction, An indivi-

" dusl may be handsome, intelligent, strong, wity, and clever., What does it
profit a man if he possesses these qualities but can not sieer on course,
reach his destination and fulfill his purpose? Without God we navigate &
rudderlesa path on the sea of life, pitching and rolling from the mind of
temptation and the wave of difficulty. When one’a purpose in life is to
seek pleasure and happiness at any cost, he flounders from cone thrill to
anothe, steered only by his bodily appetites.

How different the picture if God is the rudder of our ship. Then we
steer & steady course on the stormy sea of life, His will as expressed in the
Ten Commandments, is our guide, No longer do we ask: “What do I
Want?"* Now the question is: “What does God expect me, His creature, to
do”

For the same reason that we put bits in horses’ raouths and rudders
on ships, 80 should our Yives be controlled by God; and as we do His will
and fulfitl His purpose, we reach those ports that are worthy. A steering
cagualty comes when we forget who owns the vesse], where we are going,
and why.

Your Cnreer Counselor

Make Your ‘Breaks’.

Have you sver noficed that thers ars some guys who al-
ways seem to be In the right place ut the right time? They make
Pirst Class [n 4 or 3 years, Warrant Qfficer In 8, and end up
retiring as Ledr, or Cdr. Some guys gst all the breaks, | wonder
why? Do yov suppose they could have planned all this and made
the breaks themeslves? ’

A man has got to know where he is now to be able to see where he is
going in the future. There are some guys, like the one described above,
who know exactly where they are, where they want to go, and have initiat-
ed a positive plan of action to get there, But there are a great many more
of us who haven't looked much further than our noses,

Sure we've set some goals, Jike what tomorrow, next week, next
month, and I'm sure most of us have thought sbout what we want next
year when we leave here. But how many of us have realistic, well thought
out plans for two years from now, four years from now, or even fifteen
yeara from now?

You might say fiftcen years, that's a long way off, I've got plenty of

time to think sbout thet. Look back on the last couple of yesrs, Did you
-make the most of them? I don’t think most of us can honestly say we did,
) Thia is where your Cdreer Counselor comes in. If you haven’t already
set a goal for yourself, he has the information and facta that may help you
make an intelligent decision. '
.. Thers are many goad men leaving the Navy slmply becavse
they are not aware of what the Navy has to offer. Most
of the informatian they do have cams frem messcooks and
bumdope artists.

The Career Counsclor is there for one purpose, to present you with
the straight facts on what the Navy does and does not offer, then leave you
to make your own decision ss to what course you're going to take,

Whatever you do.whether you ship over, or go inte civilian life, get
the ¢ rajvht dope and think over all the angles. Then consider what you
want to do with your life and go after it, Once you've set your geal don’t
let anyone con you off the course you've set, Ii's your life and you're the
one who's going to have to live it. Make your own decision, and MAKE
IT A COOD ONE.

New Law Broadens
Medicare Benefits

A servicoman gets 0 warm feeling when he knows his loved
ones ore wall-cared for and safs. )
American fighting men ssparated from thelr tamliles ba-

cause of an overseas asslgnment, or a service famlly assigned to

@ remofe area, now have renswed Insurance that dependents

wlil recelve adequate medical ¢care.

The Military Medical Banetits Amendments of | 966 passed
by the 89th Congrass ls now law,

If a Navy dependent has a baby in a taxicab, she no longer has to
worry, The government will pay most of the expense. Not for the cab,
perhaps, but certainly for the doctor called to the scene.

And if her back aches after her recovery,*she may even be treated by
& civilian osteopath, Her bunions removed by & doctor of surgical chiropody.

The bill, called the Military Medical Benefits Amendments, also au-
horizes tangible things like pills, crutches and artificial limbs. It pays for
local ambutance service to or from a hospital for accident care. And it helps
with rental of hospital beds, wheelchaira and iron lungs.

In a nutshell, the new health benefits fall into three broad categories:

Civilian outpatient care for the wives, children and dependent hus.
bands of active duty personnel.

Civilian inpatient and outpatient care for retired members and their
wives, children and dependent husbands, and the wives, children, and de-
pendent husbands of members who died while on active duty or in a retired
status.

Institutiona! care, training, rehebilitation, and special education in
civilian facilities for wives, children, and dependent husbands of active duty
members who are moderately or severely mentally retarded or who have a
serious physical handicap,

The new law eliminates restrictions on types of hospitalization which
may be provided dependents, such as treatment for nervous and mental dis.
orders and chronic conditions.

If used wisely, the Military Medicat. Benelits Amendments of 1966
should prove advantageous to the serviceman and his family—providing the
necessary health care for wives and children of those wearing uniforms of
this country’s Armed Forces.
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Beer Nite on My Tho

By Licutenant (jg) Bob Martin

Guns pointed, the Navy Patrol Boat eased alongside the
massive Vietnam Junk stopped In the water. The yellow.and-red
colors of the government flag fluttered fram the stern staff.

Seventy fest-or-s0 long, the |unk towered ubove the
smaller ¢roft whose crew momentarlly Imagined the top~heavy-
locking barge toppling over on them. Stacked high en the
lunk’s deck, in Irregular rows, wers thousands of wooden crates
whose contents wers to be subject to the Navymen’s Intended

search,

Untit this moment, it had been a
quiet patrol for River Patrol Boat
98—no suspicious craft encountered,
no Viet Cong snipers contacted,
nothing unusueal for the PBR affec-
tionately called “JoLisa”., Named
after the boat captain’s children—a
compuosite of Joe and Lisa— number
98 is onc of ten river boats of River
Patrol Section 5§31 based at My
Tho in the Mekong Delta of South
Vietnam, The area lies some 35 or
40 miles south-southwest of Saigon,

The appearance of the large
shadowy craft infront of them,
thersfore, took the PBR-98
crow somewhat by surprise,
Straddling half the width of
the river, the junk appeared to
be dead In the water. A single
white light an the mast peeped
through the darkness.

Cautiously, the patro! boat ctosed
the distance between itself and the
portentious object ahead.

Snapping on the spotlight mounted
atop his ,50-cal. machine gun, the
forward gunner trained-and-clevated
the weapon on the ominons sil-
houctte,

Within 25 fect of the suspicious
veegel, Minx, the Vietnamese inter-
preter on the Navy boat, switched
on a hand-held flashlight and
pointed it into the faces of the

waiting crewmen on the other craft,

The after gunner now moved
forward and toesed a line across the
narrow span betwcen the boats; the
“parties on the other side obedicntly
grabbed it and tied it fast to a
bolfard.

Minx, fellowed by the boat
captaln — Petty Officer First
Class Glen lUngberg — jumped
vp onto the ferward deck of
the vesssl,

“What are you doing here?”
Minx asked in Vietnamese, “What is
your cargo? "

The old man’s words were spoken
in rapid, gasping spurts with long
pauses between. Minx translated
almost as fast and two or three
times Boat Captain Engberg asked
him to repcat what he said. Ae the
conversation continued, the younger
man on the junk began to unbar
the cover over the forward storage
hold, Passing through metal loops,
a steel rod ran the length of the

cover which was bolted at one end.
The rod removed, the wooden cover
was alid aside. . , ond in somewhat
eager anticipation, Minx and his
U.8. Navy friends gathered around
to sce what lay below,

“Beer?’’ Thelr volces rang
out In unlson. Minx shook his
head from side to side.

The search completed, the Navy-
men returned to their patrol boat,
Though somewhat disappeinted that
their find was so legitimate — no
enemy supplies, no contraband of
eny kind—they kinew at the same
time that their efforts and those of
other U.8, Navy patrol boats which
comprise Operation Game Warden
on the Mekong Delta are having a
marked effect on “Charlie Cong™.
At least, he wasn't out on the river
tonight.

It was baer night on the My
Tho and when they got back te
base and off-duty, the men
thought they might |ust try
sems of that local brand.

Wizard Is Gratis

The Wizard of Id comic strip
which is appearing in ““The Jackstaff
News™ beginning with this fesue is
being presented free to Navymen in N T

Vietnam by creators Brant Parker NAUTICAL BUT NICK ! . .. Lovely Tina

. . L s

— [T R

Louise losther oars while boat-

and Johnny Hart and the Publishers ing down the Mekong and wants some sailor to give her a lift, Any volun-

Newspaper Syndicate, teers?

THE WIZARD OF 1D

l/” HeY, RoD... oNg
OF QOUR AIRCRAET
IS MISSING |

" WE poN'T HAVE

ANY AIRCRAFT.

WHAT MAKES YOU
DRINK 80 mucH?

WHY DoN‘T
You QuiIT
SMOKING P

by Brant parker and Johnny hart

ALL OF OUR
AIRCRAFT
IS MISSING!
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MSB SKIPPER . ., CPO Herman J. Carter, officer-in-charge MSB 17,
chrecks his position during opcrations on the Long Tae.

r oy
g W e

VC MINE . .. EOD Expert CPO D.F, McMahon makes sure that a mine |
cut loose by the_minesweepers is safe to handle, 1

LITTLE BOATS —

(By Thomas L. Rainwater, JO1)

The U.5. Navy Is meeting @ Yie! Cong challenge on the river
approaches to the Port of Salgon.

Several times dally, small, wood.hulled U.5. Navy mines-
weeping boats (MSBs) sweep the Long Tao River and the Salgon
harbor area whaere ships are bringing and wnloading thelr
valuable cargoes destined for the free world military forces in
the Republic of Vietnam.

“If it weren't for this river,’, says  heart of the Rung Sat Special Zone,

i e " 5 e

« POZ Paul Ginter prepares to put the float into
the water after repairing the sweep wire.

RIGGIN’ THE FLOAT ., .

Chief Petty Officer Herman J.
Carter, of New York City, *'I dont
know what we would do for sup-
plies.” Nor does anyone else,

It's via the 45-mile long Long
Tao that the bulk of supplies reach
the Capitol City,

The Long Tac winds through the

2 longtime Viet Cong haven, just
south of Saigon, It's the major
deep-water chznnel connecting the
Port of Saigon with the South China
Sea,

Chief Carter is Officer-in.Charge
of MSB 17, one of 12 such boats
operating from the small U5,
Navy base at Nha Be, seven miles
south of Saigon.

The MSBs comprise Detachment
Alpha of Mine Squadron Eleven,
The sguadron is homeported at
Long Beach, Calif. Commanding
the Detachment is Lieutenant W.D,
Jones, of Stockton, California,

Nine of the boats are committed
to the daily sweeping. An additionat
boat is on alert to assist in any
maritime emergency.

Detachment Alpha moved to Nha
Be from Danang early this year and
began immediate operations on the
Long Tac River and in the Dong
Nai River north to Bien Hoa,

Since the Navymen began
thelr mission of keeping the
Long Tao channel fres of mines
only two merchant ships have
been mined by the Viet Ceng
in the area swept by the MSHs.
Dozens of other thips  have

carried their vital supplies up
the channel whils the ¥C have
watched In frustration from
riverbanks.

NHA 81 HILTON? ... “Home” for the MSB crews are these tents at Nha Be.
within easy reach and & mosquito net draped around their bunks to keep from bei
{Official U. 5, Navy Photo by John Scholzen, JOCM)

They keep their weapons slung
ng put out of action by maleria.
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SAFI PASSAGE, COURTASY M3Bs .., A tanker caprics an eseential
ble its safe transit of the VC-threatened channel,

| cargo of oil to Saigon, passing one of the Navy minesweepers that make possi-

WITH VITAL AND DANGEROUS TASK

‘The mining of the MSTS ship
Baton Rouge on.August 23 with
seven Xilled illustrated the import.
ance of the task and the necessity of
cternal vigilence against the Viet
Cong sabateurs. The Baton Rouge
wae heavily dameged and run
aground to prevent its sinking. It
still remains grounded; however the
Viet Cong were frustrated in their
attempt to block the channei,

The hazards of the job were
tragically demonstrated on Novem-
ber 1 when one of the MSBs was
mined and sunk with heavy casual-
ties. A companion MSB attempting
to rescuc survivors came under
heavy fire from the riverbank. It
was the 15th VC attack against the
12 MS8Bs of Mine Squadron 11,

Although the MSB sailors have
no positive way of knowing when
they have cut loose a mine and
prevented the sinking of a ship,
mines of the types for which the
M5DBs sweep the river have becn
found in the Rung Sat Special Zonce
along the river bank and at Viet
Cong bese camps.

The crew of MSB 15 found a 6-lb
spherical VC mine as recently as
October 24, After cxamination by
an EOD team headed by CPO D.F,
McMahon, the mine was taken to
Nha Be and destroyed after close
examination. It was ‘confirmed that
the mine had been cut loose by a
minesweeper,

Later the samc day, MBSB 49
spotted a green wire leading from
the river up the riverbank.

The EOD teams were again called
to investigate and they traced the
wire down a stream where the wire
stopped in a clump of bushes. At.
tached to the end of the wire were
batteries used in the detonation ot
command detonated mines,

The end of the wirs found In

the woter cppeared t¢ have
been cut by an MSB. It is be-
lioved these wirer were the
control wires for the VC mine.
That day tragedy -had béen
averted.

Four MSBs operate on the Long
Tao River daily,

The boats, working in pairs,
sweep with equipment designed to
cut the detonator wire of remote-
detonated mines which are planted
in the river channel. MSBs also
sweep for moored mines which could
be anchored to the river bottom,

Between conducting the daily
sweep and maintaining the boat at
peak efficiency, the MSB's seven-
man crew leads a life of long and
demanding houts,

The MSB sailors live in tents
ashore with the river patrol boat
(PBR) Navymen at the Nha Be Navy
base.

MSB sweeps of the river last as
long as 10 hours with constant
maintenance work required before
and after each sweep. Added to this
fatiguing schedule is the ever present
danger of Viet Cong sniping from
the river bank.

No waters of the river are left
unswept when the workday ends.

According to Chlef Carter,
“Mineweeping s o conatant
and demanding task, Howevaer,
we are rewarded by a fesling
of accomplishment in fulfiiting
a vitel (ebl”

LITTLY BOAT-BIG JOB1... MSB 17 sweeps the Long Tao channel to mak

to Saigen,

e it possiblc for vital cargo to inove




The JACKSTAFE News

December 2, 1966

IT‘S NOT FANCY BUT IT'S HOME . , . for the Navymen at Qui Nhon,
water-borne infiltration of the Delta-area. {Offical U. S, Navy Photo by La;

a typical detachment suppoerting the boats which ere stopping communist
rey Lindberg, PH2)

VISIT TO QUI NHON

Beautiful Scenery But Not a Resort!

By John Scholzen JOCM

It’s newly developed on beachfront
chets In the world, s often flew In to mee

Imployess know they are here to ssrve.

But those of faint heart need no

Navy recruiter!

For the Idylle sounding haven Is another of the U.8,

toastline and in the Delta reglen of this smbattied Repubile.

Officially known as the U.S, Naval
Suppurt Activity, Saigon Detachment
Qui Nhon, the base provides repair,
edministrative and [ogistic support
to coastal patrol and hacbor defense
units,

It’s a far cry from a resort! .

A visitor to the base finds it is
still being built by the Aimerican

firm which is the Navy's construc-
tion agent
Most of the pre-fab buildings are
up though and the base has been
operating for months,

The refatively small encempment
nestles in a sandy cove of a pen-
insula jutting from the central coast
of South Vietnam, in the IT Corpa

THIY BUILT A SCHOOL ... Navymen at the Navdl

a3

St
Support Activity

Detachment Qui Nhon join Vietnamese children in front of the achoothouse
the sailors built in the village rdjoining their base. Done in their sparetime,
the work included desks and chairs, Thirty-one kids have started first grade,
A local teacher has been hired ‘with 'money donated by the  Navymen.
(OFFICIAL®U. 5. Nuvy Photograph by: Larry Lindberg, PH2

throughout Vietnam. ™~

area. The finger of land forms a
natural harbor on the South China
Sea coastline.

You travel by water to reach the
base, unless you want to trudge
miles through dense undergrowth
and over sweeping hills.

Onarrival, aglance at heavl-
ly armed Swift boats tlsd up
at the pler tells yeu the main
purposs of the buse.

The speedy craft ply up and down
the coastline on the lookout for
Viet Cong trying to infiltrate men
and equipment by sea, Other boats
and crews patrol the harbor to pro-
tect shipping. It is the base’s job to
keep boats and crews on the line.

Arrive early or late, you'll find
plenty of activity, The base is on a
round-the-clock routine to support
day and night operations, The men
regularly work 12 to 16 hour days
(or nights as the case may be).

In the early evening you'll sec
men shouldering rifles to take their
turn at stending security watches in
the hills surrounding the base. For-
tunately, units of the Vietnamese
and Koreanarmies are in the general
area which keeps the VC threat
down to snipers, Constant alertness
is mandatory,

When you sit down to chow,
you'll enjoy typically outstanding
Navy chow, but don’t linger please,
there are others waiting to get in,
By now you are aware that living

conditions are austere, as elsewhere
in the war-torn nation!

property hugging deep blve and ¢rystal claar water, Feod, prepared by tha finest
t spacial demands. Managemant spares ne sffort or expense to ratisfy cliontefe.

t apply for reservatisns or léln.' Thosa of more courageous bent should check with thelr

Navy‘s suppert detachments whicth are springing up along the

Any water you drink has been
brought in by amall boat. Take a
shower, and you are using saltwater,
Don’t let the sand and insects
bother you, but you had better have
taken your malaria pill, it’s highly
recommended,

Because of its isolated location,
what recreation there ia, is mainly
confined to the base. You can
usuallywatch an outdoor movie, if
it doesn’t rain.

If you want to find out what the
men have done with their very
limited speretime, wander into the
Vietnamese village snuggled along-
side the Navy facility.

The schaol house you see, not
fancy—but  serviceable — was
bulit by the Navymen as a clvie
action project. The sallors are
contributing enough money
monthly to hire a teacher for
the village kids toe, most of
whom have never seen a school
before.

Assuming you stay the night,
it'll be a bunk in a crowded Butler
but, But it'a better than a tent and
it's out of the rain. And by now you
should be ready for steep.

After you bid farewell to the base
in the morning you won't have to
worry about being pestered by
brochures inviting you back to
revinit the “Mecca of your dreams.”

But you'll carry memories
which wifl make you_ preud of
your Navymen, They havs o
ok to do In Vietnam....and are
daing It wellt N
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- ‘aeﬂ?‘“ 345 g_iver gaat Su/t/l ies

By John Scholzen, JOCM
With dus apologlies to the Bard of the Mlsslssippl, there Is

cargo shiplUS5 Mark (AKL 12) and Mark Twain.

With Imagination supplying a paddiewhesl and a tinharn gambier,

much the same manner as the Missinsippl riverboats glamorized by the humorlst!

Change New Orleans to Saigon,
replace the flavor of Hannibal, St.
Louis and Natchez with Vinh Long,
Sa Dec and Can Tho, and the story
is familiar,

For the Mark is plying the rivers
end waterways of Vietnem in sup.
port of the Navy's growing effort to
prevent tlicir use by the cnemy to
infiltrate men and equipment.

Viet Cong have replaced Twain's
pirates end Indians, and mines have
taken the place of logs as naviga-
tional hazards, When Mark ties up
to load and unload supplics, there
are Tom Sawyers and, Huck Finns
aplenty -in the gathering of Viet-
namese children,

But that's where the comparison

ends, The Mark is actually a clean.

lined, 900-ton ship whose cargo is
vital to the war effort' in this em-
battled Republic, :

‘Her ports of call, both on the
rivers of the southern Delta region
and coastal ports up and down South
Vietnum, are base sites established
to support Navy small-beat opera-
tions against the Viet Cong,

In her holds she carries every-
thing from food and spare parts to
guns and aminunition,

Some of her trips are far from
routine. Lost summer the Mark
sailed boldly out of the mouth of
the Bassac river and thereby elimi.
nated one of the major obstacles
hampering free navigation of one of
the principal waterways of .Viet-
nam's Delta region.

Bhe wae the first cargo carrier to
negotiate the 47.mile run from Can
Tho out into the South Chine Sea

in approximately 10 years,

Until then a combination of Viet
Cong pressure and long-lost nav-
igational aids had prevented any-
thing larger than patrol craft from
making the trip,

Lieutenant Francis Sanderlin, of
San Diego, Calif., Mark's Skipper,
who navigated the changed and
forgotien channels, reported .suffi-
cient water at all times under his
10-foot-draft ship to insure the
passage of other type ships operat.
ing on the river routes.

Mark was escored by the Viet-
namese Navy LSIL 331, a heavily
armored patrol craft, * An L-19
observation plane flew ahead and

helicopter fire support teams were
standing by at Soc Trang while
Mark ran past the Viet Cong infest.
ed area from Can Tho to the river's
mouth,

The LSIL led Matk part way
through the sandbars and mudflats
to open water and from there she
“felt™ her way to sea.

Rear Admiral Norvell G, Ward,
Commander U.S. Naval Forces,
Vietnam, in a message commending
Mark for her teansit of the Bassac,
said the trip was ..., another
concrete example of your “Can Do”
spirit and the standing profession-
alism.” * . . absencc of navigation-
al aid and limited hydrography of

ALWAYS ALIRT . .. Two Mark Sailors stand ready for action at a .50

caliber machine gun as one of man

y sampans crosses their path during

operations on the rivers of the Mekong Delta. (Both photos this page Offici-
al U, 5, Navy Photos by Bruce Whitmarsh, PH2)

atachments

more than a simllarity of names betwean the U.S. Navy’s tight

the thip Mark is operating on the rivers of Vietnam in

this area makes your effort even
more significant,”

Mark, and o like ship, USS Brule
(AKL 28), are under the operational
control of the U.8, Naval Support
Activity, Saigon. The bases she
serves are feld activities of which
provide administrative, logistic and
tepair support for Navy Forces in
the I1, 111, and 1V Corps areas of
the Republic,

Bullt In 1944 for the Army,
the was ftransterred to the
Navy in 1943 and glven her
present name. Mark has besn
In the waestern Paclfic for
nearly 22 ysars, never having
recrossed the International
dateline.

Mark is 180 feet long, 33 feet
wide and her rclatively shallow
draft of 10} feet makes her ideal
for plying the rivers,

There are four officers and 44
entisted men in her crew.

In carrying out her assign-
ments, Mark has ¢ome under
Viet Cong shore tire on aimost
svery trip and was seversily
shaken by a “near miss” une
derwater mine sxplosion. Ons
crewman has been wounded.

Thanke in great part to these
men end their “‘riverboat”, the
Navy has been able to set up inland
support bases, thus extending the
range of river patrol boat operations
as far as the Cambodian border.

The results have been to diminish
the Viet Cong's use of the water-
ways to move men and eguipment.
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Navy Fights Unique War on Vietnam Delta

By D.G Van Way, JO2

In every war the United
States has waged the U.5.
Navy has played a key rele.
The war In Vietnam is no ex-
ception,

But Enstaad of sea battles
and ship-to-ship engagemants,
the In-country U.S. Ndvy Is
fighting a smalt-boat snlping
war oh the Inlohd waterways
of Vietnam.

Operation Game Warden s ‘the
name given the Navy's effort to
halt Viet Cong waterborne move-
ment in the Mekeng Delta, and in
the Rung Sat Special Zone, 30 miles
southeast of Saigon,

Mainstay of the operation are
River Patrol Boats (PBRs) which
conduct day and night patrols along
the three major Delta Rivers.

‘The PBR’s mission on the Delta
waterways is to prevent enemy use
of these tnain regionzl highways to
transport men and supplies. In ad-
dition, the PBRs act as a blocking
force to prevent ememy movement
across the rivers from. one area to
another,

To dccomplish thesc taske, the
PBR patrols constantly monitor all
civilian sempan and junk traffic,
boarding and searching when necess-
ary to hunt fot Viet Cong supplies
and personnel,

The PBRs’ work Is punctuated
by constant danger bacause of
frequent sniper fire from Viet
Cong hidden in the dense |un-
gle cleng the riverbonks.

The four.man PBR is a fiberglags
boat, redesigned from a civilian
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RIVER PATROL BOAT ... A River Patrol Roat s
hl.§ spotted attempting tocross the river.

INSPECTION ., , A Vietnamese sampan o

perator poles his tiny craft alongside a U.S. Navy River Patrol

Boat for inspection, The water-jet patro! boats cruise the three main rivers of the Mekong Delta day and

+ night, inspecting and sometimes boarding and searchin

U.5. Navy Photo by J.C, Deckert, PHC)

g mative craft for Viet Cong and their supplies. (Official

pleasure eraft for Game Warden,
capable of 25 knots top speed and
ie extremely maneuverable, The
bont is powered on a principle simi-
lar to that of a jet aircraft, using
twin water jets to propel and man-
euver,

Three .50-cal, machine guns and
several individual weapons give the
PBR withering fire power,

There are now eight PBR bases
in Vietnam, with more than 90
boats manned and supported by
nearly 700 people, The Game War.
den force, Task Force 116, s com.
manded by Captain Burton B.
Witham, USN, whose headquarters
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is near Can Tho, 80 miles south-
west of Saigon. The PBRs are dj.
rectly responsible to Commander
River Squadron Five, U.S, Navy
Commander Kenneth H. Ruecker,
The Navy’s UH-1B  “Huey”
armed helicopter, bristling with
machine guna and air-to-surface
rockets, is on patrol over the rivers,
ready to assist any embattled river
patrol. The amnall aircraft, an in-
novation in Naval warfare, can
move swiftly into an area, deliver a
tremondous volume of fire-power,
and be gone in a matter of minutes,
In addition to the PBRs and
“Hueys” Operation Game Warden

peeda along the My Tho River to overtake & samp:m ita crew
The PBR is & 31-foot fiberglass boat, powcred by water jets that

push this revolutionary craft to a top speed of 25 knots. (Official U.8, Navy Photo by ].C. Decket, JOC)

includes  Minesweeping  Boats
(MSBs). These 57-foot wooden-
hulled boats sweep the Long Tau
River shipping channel, which winds
45 miles through the Rung Bat
Special Zone to the big pott of Sai~
gon. The MSBs' mission is to de-
stroy Viet Cong mines which threa-
ten both civilian an military ship-
ping.

A ship sunk in this vital waterway
could choke Saigon’s civilian econo-
my as well as cut an important free
world forces supply route,

The MSBe’ task is also a dan-
gerous one, More than 15 times
during their seven months in Viet.
nam the MSHs have come under VC
attack, twice suffering heavy ca-
sualties,

It is toc early ta moke a
{udgement on the atfectiveness
of Opaeration Game Warden,
but the PBR sallors feel thot
their’s is an important role In
treating a iree, peaceful Viet-
nam!

BUT Wy Wotip mu mm
L!rramas AT My AUUCE TO
KEY . ABORRD SHIP P
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