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Snipers Fare .Badly 
.: In  Attempts on PBR's 

December  h a s  been  D m o n t h  of almost da l ly  encaunteir be- 
tween  t h e  Navy's River P a t r o l  Boa t  crews and t h e  Viet  Cong  in 
t h e  Mekonr Delta .  T h e  Vier  Con= del lnl ta ly  came out on t h e  

. 

~. 
Dee. 18 ncsr Ss D e e m  four PBK'e bawd st that ciiy were smbuihcd by 0 

compmy.siic VC force armed with st least 20 automalie weapons. two 

c 
boar c r e w  vpciicd up with their .SO ralibrr siid M-60 machine guns and 
M.79 grenade launchers they could SCI the enemy iroopsfnlling utidrr their 

VEST P O C K E T  DRYDOCK. .  . . A 100-ion 
in operatior 
Market Time a w m  !mat%. ( U r n C l P l  

- - 
losing ride! i Onc of the most vicioua battles eroloded the Sunday morning quiet 

reeoillesa rifles and mortars. 
I The action w m  st B distance of not more than 30 vsrdr and when the 

floating drydock is now i fire. After right minutes of fierce fighting the enemy positions were silenced. 

Th8 PBR's suffered modcrate material damage snd it was one of the 
few encountem during the month in which pcraonnel casualties were inflicted 

' I ._ . Rsnh making it . - - .  pmaible . " repair Of 

'". Navy Photograph) 

'Paving Way' for PBR's 
Earns the Bronze Star'" 

C N F V N - P A 0  - US. N a v y  L ieu tenan t  Wll l r ry  M a r t i n  
Roblnst te .  h a s  been a w a r d e d  t h e  Bronze S t a r  w i th  Combat Wi* 
for h l i  psychological w a r f a r e  work in p repa r lng  t h e  w a y  for US. 
N a v y  PBR ope ra t ions  In t h e  Mekong Delta .  

The official citation WBB prerent- combat patrols were absolutely 
sd by Rear Admiral Norvcll G. essential to the IIUEECIS of these 
Ward. Commander U.S. Naval operatiom and the considerable wc-  
Forcer Vietnam. celis achieved ie in P large degree 

Before the Navy could undertake directly due to the efforts of 
full river patrols in South Vietnam's Lieutenant Robinettc." the citation 
Mekang Delta. it WBB necessary for 8tate1. 
Vhtmml Robincttc 10 inform Tho citation rlia paints out that 
friendly Vietnameee of the armed Lieutenant Robinette was required 
Navy River Patrol Boati (PBR's), to plan and take part in numerous 
which would attempt to  stop river law-level loudspeaker and leaflet 
movement of Viet Cong men and dropping missions over Viet Cong 
sopplirs. territory at  altitudes that made the 

"These psychological operations aircraft particularly vulnerable to 
in sdvaneo of River Patrol Force .enemy fire. 

Swifts Are Friend in Need 
In a turn-of-the-tables i i luat ion.  N a v y  Swl f t  boat. h a v e  been  

called on several timas recent ly  to p rov ide  gunfire suppor t  for 
a i r c r a f t  be ing  flred at by VC g round  poaltionr. 

I n  the latest incident, December good reaton to be thanklul f w  the 
I S ,  the An Thoi-bated PCF 91 presence of the Swift8 when their 
devastated B VC position on (he B S 7  bomber was shot doan  OR the 
southern E O B S ~  of Vietnam with coast of South Vietnam recently. 
twentptwo rounds of 81-millimeter They were picked up by PCF 67 
Rre. A camouflaged junk w.8 corn- Icm than twenty minutea after their 
plettly dntroysd by the barrage. plinr craahed into the South China 

And two Air Force officers had Sea. 

OR the Nwymcn. Taking part in the action were boats 59. 65, 84 and 118. 
which were under the command of Lieutenant Charles T. Laipply. 

T h e  ove ra l l  lesion for t h e  V C  In t h e  D e c e m b e r  f l ch t s  w i t h  
t h e  PER'S m l g h t  be suh%dd op ai;*lDon't n r s i r . ' 4 th  w!!' 

This is evidenced by the following eramplsl: 
On December 4 a PBR blocking force from Long Xuycn killed five 

Viet Cmg when the enertiy were reeklcsa enough to open fire. One of those 
killed WPI faolhlhardy enough to charge the PBR's in a mmpm, firing an 
automatie wcapon. The others were killed when they opened fire from the 
riverbank. 

The following day P My Tho-based PBR patrol, boats 121 and 124, 
challenged a sampan. One of the occ~pants opened fire with what was later 
discovered to be a Chinese communist carbine while his comrade furiouely 
trled to peddle to safety. It didn't work. The miper was shot p i  he &n- 
donid *hip and attempted to climb the, riverbank and the paddler wan cap-' 
tured. 

On December 6th I Viet Cong sniper who sought to put I notch an 
hie rifle itock joined the growing toll. He got off three Ineffective rounds 
at PBR's 97 and 116 as they patrolled the Co Chien River before he was 
located near I hut and aent iprnwling by counterfire. 

The fallowing day the enemy tried a new tactic on PBR's 82 and 86. 
i l i o  on the Co Chien River. A sampan attempted to lure the hosts into ~n 
ambush of automatic wenpans and teco i l le i~  rifles. It didn't work either. 
The PBR's obl i tcmtd the sampan and called in artillery fire that wiped 
out the ahore polition. 

But there were etlil aome reeklcas VC around. PBR's 105 and 96 took 
automatie weapon8 fire f r o m r  t ire dong the rivetbank while patrolling the 
My Tho River Dee. 12. Machine gun fire knocked three of the enemy from 
their inrecure perch. 

PBR's 121 and 124 from My Tho again engaged the VC Dee. 19 a t  
the mouth of the My Tho River when they were fired on by B sampan 
they had been nearing to invcutigatr. At the same time. automrtic weapons 
opened up on the PBR's from Loi Qua" Islmd. Tho enemy fire was 
quslched with .IO-edibsr,machiac gunfire. 

PBR 121 then fished three VC swimmers out of the rater--one of 
whom yelled "Chicu Hol"(opcn arms) a8 he IIW that capture WPI lnevi- 
tsblel PBR 17.4 m&nwhile approached the now silent iampan, but, as she 
closed, two VC rose out of the sampan and hurled Sremdcs. They wore 

f Cont inued  .on P a r a  21 

' 
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VEST POCKET DRYDOCK ••.• A 100'lon floating drydock is now"; 
in opentlon at Cam Ranh Bay, making i.t p1»sible t1) repair the huns of 
Market Time Swift boats. (Official U.S. Navy Photograph) 

'Paving Way' f~r PBR's 
Earns the Bronze Star" 

CNFVN.PAO - u.s. Navy Lieutenant Hillary Martlfl 
Robinette, has been awarded the Bronze Star with Combat uV" 
for his psychological warfare work in preparing the way for U.S. 
Navy PBR. operations In the Mekon, Delta. 

The offlci.1 citation Wat present. 
ed by Rear Admiral Norvell G. 
Ward, Commander U.S. Naval 
Forces Vietnam. 

Betore the Navy could undertake 
full river patrols in South Vietnam's 
Mekong DelU, it was necessary for 
Lieutenant Robinette to inform 
friendly Vietnamese or the armed 
Navy River Patrol Boats (PDR's), 
which would attempt to stop river 
movement of Viet Cong men and 
supplics. 

"These psychological operation! 
in advance of River Patrol Force 

combat patrols were absolutely 
essential to the success of these 
operationtl and the considerable suc~ 
cess achieved is in a large degree 
directly due to the efforts ot 
Lieutenant Robinette," the citation 
statea. 

The citation also points out that 
Licutenant Robinette was required 
to plan and take part in numerous 
low.level loudspeaker and leaflet 
dropping missions over Viet Cong 
territory at altitudes that made the 
aircraft particularJy vulnerablc to 

. enemy fire. 

Sniper.sFare .Badly 
I n Attempts on P BR's 

December has been a month of almost dalty encolJnters b~· 
tween the Navy's River Patrol Boat crews and the Viet Cong In 
the Mekon, Delta. The Viet ConI. definitely came out on the 
losing sl~e! 

One of the mo.t vicious battles exploded the Sunday: morning 'quiet 
Dec. 18 near Sa'Dec u four PBR's b .... ed al that city were ambushed by a 
company.size VC force armed with al lea~1 20 automatic. weapons, two 
recoilless rifles and mortars. 

The action was at a distance of not more than 30 yards and when the 
boat ~rews opened up wilh their .50 caliber and M~60 machine guns and 
M~79 grenade launchers they could see the enemy tro<lps falling Ullder their 
fire. After eight minutes of fierce fighting the enemy positions were silenced. 

The PDR's surfered moderate material damage and it was one of the 
few encounters during the month in which personnel casualties were inflicted 
on the Navymen. Taking part in the action were boats 54,65,84 and 118, 
which were under the command of Lieutenant Charles T. Laipply. 

The overallle,son for the VC In the December fights with 
the PBR.~smllht b. summed up a;"IDon't'mess.wlth us!~' 

Tbia is evidenced by the followillg example.: 

On December 4 a PBR blocking force from Long Xuyen kitled five 
Viet Cong when the eneriiy were reckless enough to open fire. One of those 
killed was foolhardy enough to charge the PBR's in a sampan, firing an 
automatic weapon. The others were killed when they opened fire from the 
riverbank. 

The following day a My Tho-based PBR patrol, boats 121 lind 124, 
challenged a sampan. One of the occupants opened fire with what was later 
discovered to be I Chinese communist carbine while his comrade furioully 
tried to paddle to safety. It didn't wort. The 80iper was shot as he aban­
doned ahip and attempted to climb tbe riverbank and the paddler WIS cap': 
tured. 

On December 6th. Viet Cong sniper who lought to put. notch on 
hi, rifle ,tock. joIncd the growing toll. He got off three Incffective rounds 
at PBR', 97 and 116 as Ihey patrollcd thc Co Chicn River berorc he wa, 
located near a hut and !cnt 'prawling by counterrirc. 

The rollowinC day the encmy tried a new tactic on PDR's 82 and 86, 
alto on the Co Chien River. A lIampan attempted to lUfe the b(}.tt. int(} an 
ambush or automatic weap(}ns and recoilless rirles. It didn't work either. 
The PDR's obliterated the ,ampan and caUed in artillery firc that wiped 
out the ahore potitioo. 

But there were IItlll some reckless VC around. PDR', 105 and 96 took 
t.ut(}matk wealWnt fire from .. tree along the riverbank while patrolling the 
My Tho River Dec. 12. Machine gun fire knock.ed three of the enemy from 

In a turn .. of·the·tables situation, Navy Swift boat. have been their Jn,ecure perch. 
cafled on several time, recently to provide auntlre support for PBR's 121 and 12. from My Tho again engaged the VC Dec. 19 at 

Swifts Are Friend • 
In Need 

aircraft being fired at by VC ground position.. the mouth of the My Tho Ri"er when they were fired on by a .ampan 

In the latest incident, Decelliber good reaton to be thankful for the they had becn neadng t(} invut.lgate. At the Slme time, automltic weapons 
18, the An Thoi.bued PCF 91 presence of the Swifta when their opened up on the PBR', from Loi Quan Island. The enemy nrc waa 
devastated a VC position on the B~57 bomber wa, shot down off the .quelched with .50-caliber machine gunfire. 
southern coast of Vietnam with coast or South Vietnam recently. PBR 121 then· fished three VC swImmers out of the water-one ot 
",enty_two rounds of 81.millimetet . They were picked up by PCF 67 whom yelled "Chleu Hoj" (open arma) as he saw that capture was inevi. 
fire. A camouflaged junk wi.s com- lela thlln twenty minutes after their tablet PBR 1Z4 meanwhile approached the now silent sampan, but, as she 
plettly dntroyed by the barrage. plant craehed into the South China do.ed, two VC rose' out or the .ampan and hurled Irenades. They were 

And two Air Force officers had Sea. (Contlnued._on Pal. 2) 
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2 The JACKSTAE 

The following letters werc received by the Naval Support Activity 
from w e n t h  and eighth grade students st the Emerson School in Phoenix. 
A&., in appreciation for the job we are doing in Vietnam. 

If you wish to  reply to t h e e  boys and girl,. tbc addrenci arc includ- 
ed. 

Dear G. 1. 
My name is Cindy Collina. I am an eighth grader at Emerson School 

in Phoenix. Arizona. My fsi%yitc things are old English sheep dogs (those 
really ahsggy kind). horaei and most any other kind of animals except 
snakes. I Piso like sports and knitting. I only knit in the summer time 
because I don't have any homework. The  thing I like the very best is  
etsying up late and sieepiog late in the morning. 

M n .  Combs, my homeroom teacher, asked "(I to write letter8 to G.l.'s 
in Vietnam BD that is exactly what I am doing. I think I would have done 
i t  any way. I know i t  gets pretty rough over there and it is  always nice to  
heir  something from home. 

I can't think of any thing she to m y  except good by far now. 
Yours truly. 
Cindy Collin@ 
2510 N. 9th St. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85006 

Dear Brave Soldier, 
I'm taking this brief moment to tell you how I feel about our fillhting 

in Vietnam. I feel that protartin( in the streets against our role in Viet- 
nam is the same 88 trying to spread communim because that's exactly 
what we are doing if we let the communists take over South Vietnam. 

Most of the time I, like many other people. take my freedom for 
granted but when I think of PII the brave ioidicrs who are willing to risk 
their lives an foreign lands to keep us free. I begin to feel very gratefui. 

An admiring boy, 
Jose Sotel0 
1033 B. Rooacvelt 
Phoenix, Arizona 85006 

Dear GI .  
You don't know me but I would like to  tr;i you. 
My name is Patty Koenig. I live nt 1014 N. 9:h %, in Phoenix. 
There are *even people in our family. I have gone to  church this 

Sunday and our pastor said to  do unto others 18 wc would have others do 
t o  "8. .Thua I will write this letter to you. 

Plriec write back. 
Patty Kocnig 
1014 N. 9th St. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85006 

Dear ti. 1. 
Our school claas is having practice in writing lottiis and so we 

decided that iome of you men were missing your home town and so we 
decided to write to you. I'm very glad that you f z i l w a  are there fighting 
and you're not there for the fun of it. I'm writing to one of you because I 
don't know anyone over there. 

We started writing the letters last week, but we didn't get squared 
away and know what to  my until today. I haven't been writing very long 
and I'm aiready' running out of things to say. So 1'11 have to say good-by 
now and I hope 111 of yau are having B good time. 

Your friend, 
David Vasquez 
729 E. Grenada 
Phoenix, Arizona 85006 

Dear G. I. 
This is a clam project to write to ti.1.'~ in South Vietnam. I'm glad 

you are O Y E ~  there fighting for US. It must makc you feel proud to help 
your country i tsy free. So come home soon and above di keep up the good 
work. 

Sincerely. 
Becky Switzer 
1827 N. 11th St. 

... Phoenix, Arizona 85006 
Because of the limitod apace in the paper, we only have room for the 

nome8 and nddresrcs of t h p  other student8 frm whom letters were ICE& 

Dee Mpddux Steven Stromberg limmy Stickier 
1817 N. 7th St. 9 2 9 s .  Corondo 2015 N. 8th St. 
Phoenix. Arizona 85006 Pbmnix. Arizona RSnOd Phoenix A&nn. Illnn6 

ed. They are: .., 

VCWR December 30. 196 

Captain Herbert T. Kinb, USN 
Commander US. Naval Support Activity .%go" 
Lieutenant (junior grade) D.E. Sehon. USNR 

Officer In Charge 

C.K. Ferguaon, IOC. Editor 
R.A. Sullivan, 101, Game Warden Qlitor/Cteulation 

R.I. Edwards, JOi, Market Time Editor 
lames E. Hummcl, AE2 (JO), Act Editor 

The Jackatsff New8 is published bi-weekly by the US. Naval Sup 
ort Activity Saigon for Navy personnel in Vietnam's 11, I11 and IY 
TZ on behalf of COMNAVFORV in accordance with NAVEXOS P-3! 
nd ia printed with appropriated funds by the Banikok World Limited 
iFNB and other syndicated material may not be reproduced. Mailin( 
ddress: Editor, Isekstsff News, Code 03, Naval Support Activity Sai. 
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Sniper Attempts on PBR's 
(Continued from Page I )  

killed with machius gun fire and wcaponr with Communiat Chinese mark. 
inge were aslvsged from the sampan. 

Ons PBR crewman WPS wounded in this action. 
At almost the 8ame time that the My Tho-baaed PBR's were clean. 

ing up on the Vc's, the enemy sttempted to  mine the PBR pier at My Tho. 
but the water mine exploded 75 fceet from the pier and cawed no damage 
or m w d t i e s .  

In o t h e r  PBR a c t o n  during the month, f o u r  PBR'r from 
River Patrol Section 531 at My T h o  weat on a rampan.rmsrhlng 
spree Dsc. II, killing at least I5 VC and sinking I8 sampans. 

The PBR'I surprised an enemy force of 40 sampani in B canal off the 
My Tho River to begin the action. Four of the VC dead were cut down 
with machine gun fire when they ran from P hut on the bank firing auto. 
matic weapons. Two others were knocked out of trees. 

Navy and later Army helicopter8 joined in the battic. 
During the month ths  busy PBR sailors dm found time to act 88 the 

"Navy's smallest gunfire iupport shipa" in defending Vietnamese Army 
outpost8 and neutralizing severii enemy positions, went to the aasistanee of 
I merchant ship that XPI struck by ten rounds of .75millimeter reeoilicw 
rifle fire as it proceeded up the ciiannel to Siigon and, finally, acted IS 
waterborne ambulance: on a number of occasion@ for Vietnamese civilians 
.nA .nlAi... wLn L.rl I.--. .Y"....~-It L.. T i n  L--L.. . .___ -. n 

2 TheJACKSTAFF New. December 30. 1966 

':Dear • • • 
The following letters were received by the Naval Support Activity 

from seventh and eighth grade students at the Emerson School in Phoenix, 
Ariz .• in appreciation for the job we are doing in Vietnam. 

lf you wish to reply to thesc boys and girl., the .delrellel are includ-
,d, 

Dear G. I. 
My name is Cindy Collins. I am an eighth grader at Emerson School 

in Phoenix, Arizona. My laVo~ite things are old English sheep dogs (those 
really shaggy kind), hOrBea and most any other kind of animals except 
snakes. ] al80 like sports and knitting. I only knit in the summer time 
because I don't have any homework. The thing I like the very best is 
Btaying up late and sleeping late ~n the morning. 

Mrs. Combs, my homeroom teacher, asked us to write letters to G.I.'s 
in Vietnam so that is exactly what I am doing. I think I would have done 
it any way. I know it gets pretty rough over there and it i8 always nice to 
hear something from home. 

I can't think of any thing else to say except good by for now. 

Dear Brave Soldier, 

Yours truly, 
Cindy Collina 
2510 N. 9th St. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85006 

I'm taking this brief moment to tell you how I feel about our fighting 
in Vietnam. I feel that protesting in the atreetl against our role in Viet­
nam .Is the ssme as trying to spread communism because that's exactly 
what we arc doing if we let the communists take (Jver South Vietnam. 

Most of the time I, like many other people, take my freedom for 
granted but when] think of all the brave soldiers who are willing to risk 
their lives on foreign lands to keep us free, I bl'gin to feel very grateful. 

Dear G.I. 

An admiring boy, 
jose Sotelo 
1033 E. Roosevelt 
Phoenix, Arizona 85006 

You don't know me but I would like to tea you. 
My name is Patty Koenig. ] live at 1014 N. 9~h 8 ... , in Phoellix. 
There are seven people in our family. I have gone to church this 

Sunday and our putor said to do unto others as we would have others do 
to us .. Thus I wilt write tbis letter to you. 

Please write hack. 

DearG.I. 

Patty Koenig 
1014 N, 9th St, 
Phoenix, Arizona 85006 

Our school class is having practice in writing Ictt.::rs and so we 
decided that some of you men were missing your home town and so we 
decided to write to you. I'm very glad tbat you fdlo·.vs are there fighting 
and you're not there for the fun of it. I'm writing to one of you because 1 
don't know anyone over there. 

We started writing the letters last week, but we didn't get squared 
away and know what to 8ay until today. I haven't been writing very long 
and I'm already' running out of things to say. So I'll have to say good~by 
now and I hope all of you are having a good time. 

Dear G. I. 

Your friend, 
David Vasquez 
729 E. Granada 
Phoenix, Arizona 85006 

This is a class project to write to G. l,'s in South Vietnam. I'm glad 
you are over there fightiug: for us. It must make you feel proud to help 
your country stay free. So come home soon and above all keep up the good 
work. 

Sincerely, 
Becky Switzer 
1827 N. 11th St. 

.::' Phoenix, Arizona 85006 
Because of the limited. apace in the paper, we only have room for the 

names and addresses of th~e:e other studenta from whom letters were receiv_ 
ed, They are: 
Dec Maddux 
1817 N, 7th St, 

. Shven Stromberg 
929 E. Corondo 

PhoeniX Arizona 85006 Phoo . 

Jimmy Stickler 
2045 N. 8th St, 

• 0 

News 
Captain Herbert T. King, USN 

Commander U.S. Naval Support Activity S.igon 
Lieutenant (junior grade) D.E. Schon, USNR 

Officer In Charge 

C.K. Ferguson, Joe. Editor 
R.A. Sullivan, jOl, Game Warden E#itor{Circulation 

R. I. Edwards, jO I, Market Time Editor 
james E. Hummel, AE2 (JO), Art Editor 

The Jackstaff News is published bi.weekly by the U.S. Naval Sup­
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A gaUllnt new chllpter in the 
history or the United States 
Navy is being written on 
the dvers of Vietnam. The 
Navy's River Patrol Boats 
/llId their Cl"eW8 are the basis 
I'<)r tho new strip. PH~ 
Navyman Jim Scolt will 
carryon In the splendid 
tradition of Don Winslow 
and Buz Sawyer I 

Sniper Attempts on PBR's 
(Continued from Page I) 

killed with machine gun fire and weapons with Communist Chinese mark .. 
ings were salvaged from the sampan. 

One PBR crewman was wounded in this action. 
At almost the same time that the My Tho-baaed PBR's were c1ean~ 

ing up on the ve's, the enemy attempted to mine the PBR pier at My Tho, 
but the water mine exploded 75 feet from the pier and caused no damage 
or casualties. 

In other PBR acton during the month, four PBR's from 
River Patrol Section 531 at My Tho went on a sampan-smashing 
spree Dec. II, killing at least 15 VC and sinking 28 sampans. 

The PBR's surprised an enemy force of 40 sampans in a canal off the 
My Tho River to begin the action. Four of the VC dead were cut down 
with machine gun fire when they ran from a hut on the bank firing auto. 
matic weapons. Two others were knocked out of trees. 

Navy and later Army heHcopters joined in the battle. 

During the month the busy PBR sailors also found time to act as the 
"Navy's smallest gunfire support ships" in defending Vietnamese Army 
outposts and neutralizing several enemy positions, went to the aasistance of 
a merchant ship that was struck by ten rounds of .75.miUimeter recoilles. 
rifle fire as it proceeded up the channel to Saigon and,finally, acted as 
waterborne ambulance. on a number of occasion. for Vietnamese civiilan. 

Wi 
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Drums Along the Mekong 
N o t  since t h e  wars w i t h  t h e  Ind lan r  on t h e  A m e r i c a n  p l a ins  

h a v e  A m a r l c a n s  h e a r d  wav drums at night. B u t  t h e  round  of 
drums i s  fvequen t ly  hanvd t o d a y  a l o n g  t h e  riiers of t h e  Mekong 
Delta in V l e t n a m .  

The  Vict Cong use drums to relay grenade iaunehen. The  fire from 
warninga and meisagei between the shore whsided. 
their units hidden in the treetino8 Now. BS the boat drifted back 
aiongthe waterways. The  VC arc through the area, d l  was quiet. 
masters at  improvising and they except for the drume. The Viet C o w ?  
iomctimea use bamboo logs for apparently had dispersed and moved 
drums, giving the drumbeats an to safer a r c w  aigndling their] 
eerie. oricntd sound. camrsdcs ahead with drumbeats. 

The US. Nnvy’a River Patrol Boat 
Section 5 I 3  (PBR), based on the Cho 
Chisn river at Vinh Long, is quite 
familiar with the round of the oricn- 
1.1 war drums. 

On B reecnt night patrol near Vinh 
Long in an island-laced iection of 
the river known 88 Song Bang Tra, 
Petty OKicer First Class Gary Emch. 
of ‘rolcda, 0.. I PnIt bait cnptnin. 
described the sound of the drums a8 
“weird” as his boat drifted. engines 
still. dona tho heavily wooded island 

The VC have learned to respect the 
PBRs with their heavy m d  effective 
firepower and #peed. 

The reit of the i t-hour night 
patrol wa8 lonely and quiet. The 
only damage waQ iinglr bullet hole 
in the bow of one of thcj fiberglass 
boats. 

Asked  to c o m m e n t  on t h e  
firs f ight ,  E m c h  ra id ,  “Aw, 
t h a t  wasn’t r s a l l y a f l g h t .  Th!t,. 

.‘was d n l y  ~ h n r r a s s m G d f i r e .  A$ 
r o u t i n e  thinp.”llr%LI 

r - -  T 

A few minutes earlier. Emch snd 
his crew had cruised thin section of 
the river a few hundred yard8 behind 
the other boat of their two.boat ’ 
patrol unit. On the shore the VC 
had been waiting. dug in behind 
mud bmke. 

The shore came alive with tracer8 
directed st the boas  a8 the VC 
opened up with automatic weapons. 
GunnerS Mite Ward Merrlll. of I 
Winston, Ore., throttled the PBR’r 
twin engines and sped clesrbf the 
UCP PI the othcr crewmcmbera - - -  I I ,  I 
opened up at  ,the share positions 
with .SO caliber machine gun8 and 

--I 

“OBOr; ., ANYrHfR W D  I 7D STAND WATCH!” 1 
I-- 

O R I E N T A L  GOODIE . . . . Lovely Miko Mayams of the NBC T V  
“HeyLand1ord”progr.m WBI caught by the photographer as she wsssbout to 
plunge into theSsiganRivcr in hopes of being picked up by some PBRsailor. 

4 m.mt *‘k.. ..a Johnny I”* 

1 

" 

" 

" 

" 
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Drums Along the Mekong 
Not since the wars with the Indians on the American plains 

haYe AmerIcans heard war drums at night. But the sound of 
drums Is frequently heard today along the rl!er. of the Mekonl 

Delta In Vietnam. 
The Viet Coog usc'drums to relay 

warnings and messages between 
lheir units hidden in the treelinee 
along the waterways. The VC arc 
masters at improvising and they 
sometimes use bamboo togs for 
druma, giving the drumbeats an 
eerie, oriental sound, . 

The U.S. Navy's River Patrol Boat 
Section S 13 (PBR), based on the eha 
Chien river at Vinh Long, is quite 
familiar with the sound of the orien­
tal war drums. 

On a recent night patrol near Vinh 
Long in an island-laced section of 
the river known as Song Bang Tra, 
Petty Officer First Class Gary Etnch, 
of Toledo, 0 .• a rOR boat cRptain, 
described the sound oC the drums as 
"weird" as his boat driCted, engines 
&till, along tho heavily wooded island 
shore. . 

A Cew minutes earlier, Emch snd 
his crew had cruised this section o( 
the river a few hundred yards behind 
the other boat of their two. boat 
patrol unit. On the shore the VC 
had been waiting, dug in behind 
mud hanks. 

grenade launchers. The fire from 
the shore sub.ided. 

Now, as the boat drifted back 
through the area, aU wa. quiet, 
except for the drums. The Viet Cong~ 
apparently had dispersed and ·moved 
to sarer areaa, signallhig their) 
comrades ahead with drumbeats. 
The VC have learned to respect the 
PDRs with their heavy and efCective 
firepower and .peed. 

The rest of the 14.hour night 
patrol was lonely and quiet. The 
only damage wls:a single bullet hole 
in the bow of one of the J fiberglass 
boats. 

Asked to comment on the 
fire fight, Emch said, "Aw, 

.. that wasn't .really a flsht. That 
was only ·harr.S$ment-·flre~·-A} 
routine thing." t ..... 

" 

3 

" 

• 
j 
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, 

, 
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The shore came alive with tracers 
directed at the boats as the VC 
opened up with automatic weapons. 
Gunner's Mate Ward MerrUl, ot" 
Winston, Ore., throttled the PBR's 
twin engines and aped clear 'oC the 
area ai the other' 'crewmlembers 
opened up at l th~ iJi.ore positions 
with .50 caliber mac~ine gun. and 

ORIENTAL GOODIE • ',' . Lovely Miko Mayams of the NBC TV 
"Hey Landlord" program wae caught by the photographer as ahe was ahout to 
plunge into the Saigon River in hopes or being picked up by aome P8RI8i1otl~ 

('OSo-r, .. AlCTH£R +lAND 
'10 STAND WATCH!" 

THE WIZARD OF ID 

AHAND$OME '" 
PlrINCE DRANK A 
~ST 11:> ME OUTOF 

MY SLIPPERI 

tlow~no! 
'NHEl?E"lS 
HE: Now!" 

IN TI"I'Ii 
~NKT"'N"':'/. ' 
D!<?Vn..lG our. 
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U.S. F f e l i c r p t e r s  a a h e  t h e  

LEAD P O I S O N I N G  . . . . A Seawolf port d w r  gunner sends a ra in  
of lead into Viet Cong ambush poaitions in answer to enemy fire. The 
helos carry six M-60 machine guns. 

By Bill Rozler, JOZ 
CNFVN-PAO-~~Ssawolfs”-U.S. Navy alp crews flying UI 

deadly enamy to the W e t  Cong attempting to  move on the rivers and rana 
The Navy alrmen, working from three detachments located i 

a unique job. Never before h a w  Navy pilots flown helicopters as gunship 

devil-may-care flair. The Srawolfd miision is to pro- 
vide fire support and reeonniiiiince They fly at tree-top level, 
for U.S. Navy River P m o l  Boats dodging Inches above the jungle 
(PBRs). growth t o  recon a Viet  Cong 

T h e  boats and hrlos are unite of bunker. 
the Navy’s Operation Game Wnrdcn. Door gunners, held only by 
designed to prevent Viet Cong * safety belt. crawl outside the armed 
mov~meat of men and supplies on hela battling the wind to repair P 
the waterways of the Mrkong Delta. malfunctioning machine gun or 
and the Rung Sat Special Zone. 30 rocket pod. 
miles southcaet of Ssigon. In the face of enemy fire the helm 

The  helicopters m i s t  the PBRi awoop down to ground-level over a 
in firefights with enemy sampans matah or canal to seek out and 
and junks. or ageinst VC ambushes destroy Viet Cong msekero. 
from slung the  riverbanks. Trained in  l ac t in  by Army pilots, 

the Nivymen took over the armed 
helo mionion four months ago. Providingsupport for other friend- 

In a large operntion recently, two ly ground or waterborne units is an- 
helm from Detachment 25. baaed st other Seawolf misrion. In addition. 

they are called on for rocket and 
strafing strikes, to rescue downed Vinh Long. and one aircraft from 
pilots or others in diatrsas and to Detachment 29, temporarily based 

at Can Tho. sunk 23,snemy sampans 
and destroyed 2s structures. cover for medical evacuations. 

The  heloo, supporting the River Detachments 25. 27 and 29 of 
Patrol Boata, Vietnamese Navy River Helicopter Combat Support Squad- 
Assault Group (RAG) boats and roo One (HC-1) make up the 
Vietnamese Army unita, circled Seawolfs. Support Squadron One% 
behind the large force of VC and home bsic is the Naval Auxiliary Air 

Station at Ream Field, I m p ~ r i s l  took them by surprise. 
Flying low, the heloi were 80 Bench, California. 

close to the tnrgets that their own The detachments arc itationed st 
rocket blaeta splashed mud on the northern, central and coastal Delta 
windows. The terrible fire power bases to obtain minimum Delta 
of the plmcs’ six machine guns eovsrsge. 
swept away the enemy before them. The Seawolf crews, with 

only four months experlence, It’s not all flying and fighting. 
have developed :Intot expert The aircraft must be maintained. 
combat support fliers with 11 Detachment 25. based at the 

Vinh Long A m y  helicopter center, 

- 

Viet Cong attempting to eeeape in sampans. . .  .;$<p* (All pholos pages 4-5 Official U.S. Navy Photos by L.R. Robinson, PHI) - . ’: .L 

SEAWOLF ON P R O W L  . . . . On mutini 
OD the Delta waterways to Navy River Potrol B 
required to help break up Viet Cong ambushes alg  I 

,:4 

LEAD POISONING .••• A Seawo1f pert d()()t gunner sends a rain 
of lead into Viet Cong ambush positions in answer to enemy fire. Tbe 
hetos carry six M-60 machine guns. 

I 
The JACKST1 

By Bill Rozier, J02 
CNFVN-PAO- uSeawo'''''_U.S. Navy air crewl flying u~ 

deadly enemy to the Viet COOl attempting to move on the rivers and canal 
The Navy airmen, working from three detachments located I 

a unique job. Never before have Navy pilots flown helicopters as gunships 

The Seawolfs' milsion i. to prO" devil .. may .. care flair. 
vide fire support and reconnaisaance They fly at tree~top level, i 
for U.S. Navy River Patrol Boats dodging Inches above the Jungle I 
(PBRs). growth to recon a Viet Cong I 

The boats and helos are units of 
the Navy'; Operation Game Warden, 
designed to prevent Viet Cong· 
movement of men and suppUes <m 
the waterways of the Mekong Delta, 
and the Rung SSit Spechtl Zone, 30 
m!le8 80utheaet of Saigon. 

'fhe helicopters assist the PDRs 
in firefights with enemy sampans 
and junks, or against VC ambushes 
from along the riverbank •. 

Providing support (or other friend­
ly ground or waterborne units is an­
other Seawotf mis%lon. In addition, 
they are called on for rocket and 
strafing strikes, to rescue downed 
pilots or others in di8trell8 and to 
cover for medical evacuations. 

Detachments 25, 27 and 29 of 
Helicopter Combat Support Squad· 
ron One (HC.1) make up the 
Seawolfs. Support Squadron One'l 
home base is the Naval Auxiliary Air 
Station at Ream Field~ Imperial 
Beach, California. 

The detachments are stationed at 
northern, central and coastal Delta 
bases to obtain maximum Delta 
coverage. 

The Sea wolf crews, with 
only four months exper1ence, 
have developed ";intot expert 

combat support fliers with la 

buoker. 
Door gunners, held only by • 

safety belt, crawl outside the armed 
helo battHng the wind to repai.r a 
malfunctioning machine gun or 
rocket pod. 

In the face of enemy fire the helos 
IWOOp down to ground-level over a 
marsh or canal to seek out and 
destroy Viet Cong attackers. 

Trained in tactics by Army pitots, 
the Navymen took over the armed 
helo mission four months ago. 

In a large operation recently, two 
helos from Detachment 25, based at 
Vinh Long, and one airctart from 
Detachment 29, temporarily based 
at Can 'tbo, sunk 23 enemy sampans 
and destroyed 25 structures. 

The helos, supporting the River 
Patrol Boats, Vi.etnamese Navy Ri.ver 
Assault Group (RAG) boats and 
Vietnamese Army units, circled 
behind the large force of VC and 
took them by surprise. 

Flying low, the helol were 110 

close to the targets that their own 
rocket blast!! splashed mud on the 
windows. The terrible fire power 
of the planes' six machine guns 
swept away the enemy before them. 

It's not all flying and fighting. 
The aircraft must be maintained. 

Detachment 25, based at the 
Vinh Long Army helicopter center, 

ROCkETS AWAY. • • . Making a low, fast pass a Seawolf fires two rockets (visible at lower right) at 
Viet Cong attempting to escape in sampans. 

i \",.l,..-?lp (All pho\os pages 4-5 Official U.S. Navy Photos by L.R. Robinson, PHI) 

SEAWOLF ON PROWL, ••• On routin; 
on the Delta waterways to Navy River Patrol DI 
required to help break up Viet Cong ambushes alC) 

I 
, 
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flying UH-18 armed o'Huey" hellropt.rs-are a 
and canals of Vietnam's Mekong Delta. 
located i n  the Delta area, are a now group with 
i gunships in rcmbrt .  

gets top Army maintenance and 

!jungle Lieutenant John Linquist of Keo- 
t cong kuk, Iowa. a i s i s t m  officer-in-charge 

of Detachment 25, i s  pleased with 
,Y by a the service and assistance given by 
e armed the Amy. 
.epair P "The hisheat level of linterservice 
gun 01 cooperation ham been attained here,'' 

he said. 
he he108 The kind of impression the Nnvy- 

O w l  a men are making at Vinh Long i s  
I U ~  and revealed by one Army sergeant's 

remark. "In the short time they*vc 
y pilots, been here. the Navy Seawolfs have 
~ armed earned our unequaled rcspect." ~ 

D. How do the Seawolfs feel about 
.ly, two being in Vietnam? "All of;us are 
med 11 volunteers." Lieutenant Tom Green- 
'1 from lee. of Wsynesboro. Pcnn., *&a. 
i based wolf pilot. said. 
ampans "We know we're doing I neces- 

??ty jab here and our morale is 

w: - 
level. supply support. 

: River high. 

y River Pictures at  right show, top t o  
118 and bottom. Seawolf pilots briefing 
circled in preparation for a mission. P 
VC and P~~Ot'SeyeVi0wof the lead hell- 

copter from one of the wing 
,ere 80  ships. and pillars of smpks 
sic OW" rising from a target area. Tak- 
on the ing part In the briefing are (Irft 
power t o  right) Ensign Jack Wilson: 
gum Lieutenant Commander Joe 

them. Howard, who i s  Offlcsr-in- 
phting. Charas of Seawolf Deiachment 
ned. 25; and Lieutenant John Lln- 
11 the quirt, Assistant Officer-In. 
Ee"tW. Charge. 

. I . . .  

o 
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Sk • les 
J02 
rtyin, UH·IB .rm~d "Hue)''' hellccpteu-ar •• 
and canah af Vletroam', Mekon, D.lta. 
located In the Delta au.a, are a new ,roup with 
I lunlhip' in cc mllat. ~ 

level, 
t junale 
t Con a 

.y by a 
e Irmed 
-epair a 
gun or 

he helOt 
over a 

,ut and 

y pUot., 
~ armed .. 
:iy, two 
lASed at 
't from 
I based 
ampans 

~ River 
'y River 
Ita and 
circled 

VC and 

'ere 10 
~ir own 
on the 
power 

guna 
: them. 
ghting, 
ned. 
It the 
center, 

retl top Army mdnten.nec aDd 
IUPf1y .uppart. 

Lieutenant John Linquist of Keo. 
Ituk, Iowa, ."i,tant officer.in-t;hargo 
of Detachment 25, i, pleased with 
the service and ... i'lance l inD by 
the Army. 

"The highe.t level or~ntcraervicc 
cooperation ha. been .tt.ioed here," 
he Ilid. 

The kind of imptHlion the N ... y­
men arc making at Vinh Long i. 
revealed by one Army acrgeant' , 
remark, "In the thort thnc they've 
been beret the Navy SeawoUI h"'e 
earned our unequaled respect." 

How do the StawaU, feel about 
being In Vietnam? "All or~u •• tC 
Yoluntccn," Lieutenant Tom Green­
lee, of Waynesboro, Penn., a_iSea­
\VoU pilot, .. id. 

"We know we're doing a nece.­
hry job here and our morale i. 
high. 

Pictures at rl,ht Ihow, top to 
bottom. Seawolfpllots brlerlna 
In preparation for a mlttlon, • 
pilot's eye view of the lead heli­
copter from one of the win, 
ships. and pillars of Im9ke 
rilln, from a taraet area. T~k .. 
inJ part In the brlerln, are U,ft 
to r1aht) Ensl,II Jack Wllson~ 
Lieutenant Commander Joe 
Howard. who is Offlcer-in­
Char.e of Sea wolf O.,achment 
lSi and Lieutenant John Lin­
quist, Assistant Officer·ln· 
Char,e_ 
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AFF - NEWS December 30. 1966 - 

By Lieutenant (ig) Bob M a r t i n  

CNFVN-PAO-Three mechanical Vnonr ten "  sk immed 
across the  P la in  of Reeds. In the i r  trail. t h e  h igh  grass of the  
swampy te r ra in  lay beaten down f rom the  air blast which seem- 
lngly carried the machines effortlessly over the  marsh. 

#'Quai Vat!" (monsters), the W e t  Cong screamed. paddling 
the i r  sampans furiously away f r o m  the  approaching giants. Some 
of t he  fleeing VC jumped in to  the water and t r i ed  t o  conceal 
themselves beneath the muddy surface-breathing through the  
hol low stems for which the Plain o f  Reeds Is named. 

When the roaring monsters moved wuthedt ofsaigon. Their assignment 
in, many of the enemy guerrillas would take them deep inland. 

~~OpPrstion ~~~i vat,,* Combining speed, maneuverability 

ed KWHY-VAT, begsn in mid. and a zero draft. the British-inspired 
November whsn three United States machines arrived in South Vietnam 
NP! 'y Patrol Air Cuahion Vehicles 

teetical command of the three Patrol Air Cuahion Vehicle8 that:participated 
i n  Omration Quai Vat. 

(PACV.) left their base a t  Cat Lo 
on the Vietnamese coast 35 milea 

inst  Mar' far "test an d evaluation" 
as operational unita of the Nsvy's 
Coastal Surveillance Force (Opera- 
tion Market Time). 

The journey from Cat Lo to MOF 
Hoa-a distance of IS0 miles north- 
west - took the vehicles up the 
myriad of river. snd EQ~BIS of the 
Mekong Delta. 

Mac Hoa itpelf 1% situated 45 
miles due west of Saigsn. Arriving 
there on the afternoon of November 
20. the PACVa prepared for B full- ' 

scale operation. 

On the morning of November 21 
Operation Quai Vat began in full; it 
Was to be I joint effort, combining 
Vietnameec Civilian Irregular De- 

?!wive VC who were too friehtcned by the strange craft to fight. fense ,GIOUP I(Cl0G); t f o o ~ i  with 

STRATtGY H U D D L I  . . . . Lt. Kenneth H. Luenser (second from left). Commanding Officer PACV 
Division 107, discusses the day's op~ratlons with the PACV commander8 (lelt to right). Ltjg. Bi l l  C. MeCullum. 

. -. .- . 
U.S. Army Special Forcra advisors 
and Navy a d  Army light armed 
helieoptere. 

Among the tanks assigned to the 
FACVs WBP reeanaiowwt, arrreh- 
ind-rescue, medical evacuation snd 

logistic auppart. 

The Vietnamese-American team 
intended to  catch the VC P(I they 

tried to eaeapc from an O I ~ P  which 
long had been considered an enemy 
stronghold. 

Fanning out from the base at Moe 
Hoa, the PAC% worked doaely 
with the aerial gunships-the UH. 
IB  "Huey" helieopten. Equipped 

with dual machine guns thnnaelves, 
the "hoverersft" wept m o s 8  the 

swampy fields looking for "black 
Ltjg. Roy E. Adair and Lljg. Kipeton C. Kumlcr. pajamas." 
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110N5TER5 P~O 
By Lieutenant (lg) Bob Martin 

CNFVN-PAO-Three mechanical "monsters" skimmed 
a(.ross the Plain of Reeds. In their tran, the hllh Irass of the 
swampy terrain lay beaten down from the air blast which 'eem­
Ingly carried the machines effortlessly over the marsh. 

'I Qual Vatl" (monsters), the Viet Cong screamed, paddling 
their sampans furiously away from the approaching giants. Some 
of the fleeing VC jumped into the water and tried to conceal 
themselves beneath the muddy surface-breathing through the 
hollow stems for which the Plain of Reeds Is named. 

Wben the roaring moneters moved 
in, many of the enemy guerrillas 
threw their arms up in surrender. 
Others needed the spitting pursua­
sian of . 50~caliber machine gun fire 
directed into the water from the 
vehicle's back. 

80uthea\tofSaigon. Their auignment 

would take them deep inland. 

'MONSTER BOSS' ••.• Lcdr. Charles H. Billings was officer in 

tactical command of the three Patrol Ai.r CU'!hion Vehicle'! tha(partidpated 

"Operation Quai Vat," pronounc_ 
ed KWHY-VAT, began in mid_ 
November when three United States 
Navy Patrol Air Cushion Vehicles 
(PACV~) left their balle at ellt Lo 
on the Vietnamese coaElt 35 miles 

Moving on a cushion of air at 

speed$ up to 65 miles per hour, the 

39.root-long craft can travel over 

water or any relatif'ely flat surface. 

Combining speed, maneuverability 

snd a zero draft, the Briti&h-inspired 

machines arrived in'South Vietnam 

last May for "test and evaluation" 

as operational units of the Navy's 

Coastal Surveillance Force (Opera. 

tion Market Time). 

in Operation Quai Vat. 

The journey from Cat Lo to Moe 

Hoa-a distance of 150 milee north­

weet - took the vehiclee up the 

myriad of rivera ,nd canale of the 

Mekong Delta. 

Moe HOIl i.tset! Is "ituated 45 
milee due weet of Saigon. Arriving 

there on the afternoon of November 

20, the PACVe prepared for II full_ 

ecate operation. 

On the morning of November 21 
Operation Quai Vat began in full; it 

was to be a joint effort, combining 

TAKING THE OVERLAND ROUTE ..•. The versatile PACVs skim over land in search of the Vietnamese Civilian Irregular De­

Jlu&ive VC who were too frightened by the strange craft to fight. (en'!e 'Group [(ClDG») troope with 

STRATI;GY HUDDLE •••• Lt. Kenneth H. LUenser (second from teft), Commanding Officer PACV 
Division 107. diecu8ses the day's operations with the PACV commanders (left \0 right), Ltjg. Bin C. McCullum, 
Ltjg, Roy E. Adair and Ltjg. Kipston C. Kumler. 

U.S. Army Special Forces advieors 
and Navy and Army light armed 

helicopter •• 

Among the taske assigned to the 

fACVs wall reconalssance, ~t1l,rch_ 

lnd-rescue, medical evacuation and 

logi~ic support. 

The Vietnameee-American team 

intended to catch the VC as they 

tried to escape from an area which 

long had been considered an enemy 

stronghold. 

Fanning out from the base at Mac 

Hoa, the PACVe Worked clQsely 

with the aerial gunships-the VR_ 

IB "Huey" helicopters. Equipped 

with dual machine guns thtmltlelveB, 

the "hQvercraft" sWept acrose the 

swampy fields looking for "black 

pajamas. " 
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Rflt!ted from concealment beneath 
the reeds or pulled from their sam­

pans, the captured "Victor Charlie" 

were loaded aboard the roaring 
monsters. 

The day's operations completed, 
3Z enemy sampans had been damag_ 
ed, nomeroos hots destroyed and 

various supplies, mostly rice, cap_ 

tured. The suspects were turned 

over to the province chief for ques_ 
tioning. 

On November 22, the combined 
forces experienced their heaviest 

action. Encountering what one ~avy 
helicopter pilot described as a 

"flotilla of enemy sampans," the 
PACVs and gunships successfully 
blocked the VC escape routes as 
ClOG/Special Forces troops were 

airlifted to comb the area. 

The JACKSTAFF News 7 

" 
.:;. ":f: 

The day's results showed 56 Viet IT'S A BOAT? IT'S A PLANE? ••.. Actually it's some of both. It has no &aft because it is 
Cong killed by all participating) supported by a cushion of air created by a fan inside its body and forward propulsion is caused by a propeller. 
units. 

On November 25, in an area some 
16 miles south of Moe Hoa, the 

PA~V ~~vMon commanding officer: 
Lieulenant Kenneth H. Luenser of 

San Diego, California, reported 10 
enemy confirmed killed:and six Viet 
Cong taken prisoner by:lhis three 

era£!. 

At the end of the Operation Quai 

Vat, Lieutenant Commander Charles 

H. Billings, also of San Diego, 
officer-in-tal'tical_command of the 
PACV, in the operatioll, commented 

on his participation. 

"For me personally,lt was a 

faiclnatlns experience directing 
the PACV operations In these 
rice paddles, although as a 

naval orflcer I couldn't help 
feeling a little funny about 
beIng 60 miles Inland! " 

ONE, TWO PUNCH •... Seawolfs in the sky and Patrol Air Cushion Vehlcl" on the land give thelVC 
little chance of escape as the team searches a former VC stronghold near Moc 1I0a. 

J:m(;i·~ 

HEADING HOME, MISSION ACCOMPLISHED .••• The Patrol Air Cushion Vehicles pass under the bridge at An Long bound for their 
home base at Cat Lo after completing their operation in the Plain of Reeds. 
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To Brighter Future 
- . --.._ 

This  Is t h e  s t o r y  of a sailor, a boy, and a brights ,  future. It 
i s  n o t  e news story for I t  15 r e p e a t e d  countless t l m a r  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  war- torn Republic of Vie tnam.  

Partly i t  is about the giving of 
money. not big sums, just a little 
each month. More important, it is 
about theLconcern of one individual 
for another and the giving of time 
and e h t .  And the hope that can be 
instilled when someone cam.  

The sailor is Photographer's hlstc 
Second Clsso Larry Lindbcrg, who 
i 8  attached to the Naval Support 
Activity. Saigon. The  boy i s  10. 
yewold Koan Thi Quang (rhoan 
with aome:of Lindberg'sphoto gear in 
in the photo to the lelt). who B few 
months ago was II street waif,' not 
m uncommon sight in teeming 
SdgO". 

Lindborg noticed the alert young. 
stcr hanging around the streets 

Of Cholon. Saigon's sistereity,where 
the Seattle. Waahington. sailor i s  
billeted. 

After a few c a m 1  meetingslind- 
berg beg& wondering why hie new 
friend we.on'1 in school, and eonlid- 
wed he mlght be of more help ii 
he looked into the matter. 

Sure enough. Quang's mother 
and stepfather were both working 
long. hard ds j s  16 support their 
four-child family Qusng was going 
10 school uhen i t  suited him. and 
that w a d t  vcty often 

So. with the parcnt~' con~urrence 
and thanks, (1.indbct.g enrolled the 
youth In the Don Bosco Technical 
School on the outskirts of Ssigon 

A combination boarding school 
and orphanage. Don Boseo is run by 
Catholic priests. Qusng lives at the 
school now, and finds it B little 
more difficult to cut elassea. But 
then. he really doean't want to now. 

Lindberg ia paying the nominal 
tuition and buys him clothes. But 
the Navyman 0 8  doing more that, 
juet giving money. Every Sunday, 
when hc is in town, the 27 year old 
sailor visits his protege. When pos. 
gible. he takca the boy on outings. 

A simple story.  And one t h a t  
occurs again a n d  again as In- 
dividual A m e r i c a n  rervkrmrn 
lend a helping hand.  W i t h o u t  
fanfare, wi thou t  reward. b u t  In 
a very real sense con t r ibu t ing  
to t h e  efforts to h e l p  t h e  Vlet- 
namsie p e o p l e h e l p t h e m r e l v r -  

- 
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Noi: 'News'Si:ory 

Sailor Hell's Waif 
To Brighter Future 

By John S, hol.cn, JOCM: . 
ThIs Is the story of a sailor, a boy~ and a br.gkt~Y' futurt>. h 

Is not a new. story for It Is repeated countless times throughout 
the war"torn Republic of Vi.tnam. ' 

Pardy it {!II about the giving of at' Cha'en. Stiig~m'$ l>ister40ity. where 
money, nnt big sums, just a little the Setttle, W"shington, .. Hor i. 
each :month. More import3nt~ it, is billeted. 
about thqcoucern of nne individual 
jor another and the givIng of time 
and effort. And the hope that Cflh be 
instilled when someone catet, 

The sai.lor is Photographer'$ Mate 
Second CIa" Larry Lindberg, who 
ie attached to the :Nllvul Support 
t\l:'dvity. Saigon. Tht boy is 10. 
year~tltd K01!u Thl Qllang (shown 
with tonw:ofLindberg's photo gear in 
in the photo t'l th~ ten), who l\ few 
months. ago was u street waif,' not 
an uncommon 'light in teeming 
Saigon. 

Lindberg noticed the alert Y0tlng_ 
ater hanging around the street, 

I DONt- rQ.JON, ." I 
9:'Meacct UP ~e SHe 
HAD A cHANce'R> IDENTIFY' 
t-ER.S~. 

After a f~w ca$!).l'Il meeting~ Llfld­
berg beg:n wondering: why hie neW 
friend wli8Cn't in school, and coniid­
fred h~ might be of more help' if 
he looked into the maHer. 

Sure enough, QUlLng's mottl"r 
I"Ind &hpfather were both workltJg 
long, hard days tv support their 
four-child family, Quang wae golng 
to school \\1«1\ it r,\llted bim, ilnd 
fbst waan't very often, 

So, with the parente' COn;:UHence 
and thanb" lUndberg eu;e.lt~d \he 
youth in the Don B08;CO Tee-hnic,! 
School on the outskirts -of Saigon. 

A (:uffimnMitofl bonding school 
And orphaflllge, Don Bosco is run by 
Catholic priuttl. Quaug lives at the 
ttt:hool nOw .. end 11114. it a UU1;; 
mOre difficult to cut dt1sllelJ. .But 
tben, be reilly doeen't want to now. 

Lindberg \!!. p4<yitlt tbe nomin:lll 
tuitiou lind buys hlm cluthes. But 
the Navyman is tloing nlOte than 
just giving mOMY'. Every Sunday. 
when ~ i. in town. the 27 year old 
"ailor vi.its niB protege. When p08~ 
.ibte. be tlllket the boy on uutings. 

A slmple story. And one that 
occurs agaJn and again as 'n" 
divldual American serviu.m((\ 
lend a helpinl hand. Withotlt 
fanfare, withotlt r-eward. but 111 
;:I very r-eat sense c:ontributin, 
to the efforts to help the VIet .. 
".maille Pe<lplehelpthemselvf!t;. 
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