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Uocket Lmmch 
Foiled by 
Alert Guard 

lly SP4 Jumc~ G. Low 

"Al first they didn't believe 
me," said Specialist Four Robert 
F. Shanahan, a radar operator 
from Detroit, after he spotted 
three Viet Cong through a Star­
light scope setting up what turn­
ed out to be two 107 mm rockets 
400 meters from the fire support 
base perimetec 

Specialist Shanahan, a mcll'l:ber 
of the Echo Co, 4th Bn, 12th Jnf 
ground surveillance unit at Binh 
Chanh Headquarters, was on 

• night duty on the observation 
tower when he saw three enemy 
soldiers walking toward a honse 
about 600 meters from the tower. 

Two of the Viet Cong went 
inside the house while the third, 
wearing shorts and a white 
shirt, began working behind a 
dry rice paddy dike. 

"I figured he was planting: a 
booby trap at first," said Sha­
nahan after he phoned in his 
finding to the RTO on duty. 
The RTO at first thought he wus 
joking, but within minutes the 
duty officer and Alpha Co's com­
mander Captain Ronald E. Bi­
shop of Caraway, Ark., climbed 
the tower to look for themselves. 

About this time, the other two 
Viet Cong came out or the hous~ 
and began stre tch ing a wire. 
Shanahnn thought th is was the 
trip wire for the ho:>by trap, 
but it tui-ned out to be some­
thing of greater substance. 

1' VN\ 71h_;if.!!tiu11 

New 
Enable 

MARS Facilities 
Stateside Calls 

"Break! Thi~ is Alpha Bravo 
7 FTN.11 

"This is Alpha Alpha Mike, go 
ohend Alpha Bravo." 

"I'm ready to take listings­
give me three numbers." 

"Roger. The first one goes to ?/~~~:. Arizona. The number 

With that, another stateside 
MARS s tation begins placing 
telephone calls. Servicemen in 
the Redcatcher areu can now 
call home through the new 
"MARS" radio system • recently 
installed at Camp Frenzell­
Jones. 

The MARS (Military Affiliate 
Radio System) has the main 
broadcasting transmitters at the 
Bri~ade Main Base (8MB) with 
tie-ins located at the Forward 
Headquarters, Fire Support Base 
"Stephanie'' and Binh Ch•mh. 
The BMB station is in the Spe­
cial Services area near the 
swimming pool, and will be 
maintained and opera ted by the 
Bri~nde's 313th Signal Co. 

"Anyone in the Lon~ Binh 
area may use the MARS facil­
ities with priority being (!iven 
to injured anc..l hospitalized 
servicc1,,en and Red Cross emer­
f!encies, ·•·said Stoff Sergeant Ira 
Crowder, suoervisor of the new 
station. "All other calls are 
placed on an advancing list 
basis." 

When a person wishes to place 
a call, he may go to the MARS 
station at BMB or to the for-

ioat~~ h~;eana~~b:~at~n~ai~~: 
list. He may also call the MARS 
station on the phone. The soldier 
placing the call supplies phone 
patch information which in­
cludes name, location, phone 
number and area code of the 
pa rty he wishes to ·call. 

say 'over' each time they finish 
talking to allow the operators 

(Continued on Page ll) 
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Thwart Enemy 
By SP4 Peter Gyallay-Pop 

In scattered but significant activity during the last 
days of March, Redcatchers of the 4th and 5th Bns, 12th 
Inf, with artillery and air support, killed or captured 
20 enemy soldiers, found a sizeable munitions cache, and 
averted a rocket attack upon one of their fire support 
bases. 

Occurring within a 10-mile radius southwest of Saigon, 
the contacts turned beck several VC main and local force 
re\'.!orinaissance eJements searching for infiltration routes 
to the capital city. 

"The Viet Cong local forces at­
tempt to become more active in 

!~~5
199~1~•s hd!Y~~fcnhtt~;::a~i~n~,f. 

sa id assistant Brigade intelligence 
officer, First Lieutenant Julian 
F. DePree of Louisville. 

March 28, the 4th Bn, 12th 
Inf "Warriors" received air sup­
port in eliminating a small Viet 
Cong force 1 mile south of the 
s trateg ic Binh Dien Bridge on 
Highway Four, the "Gateway to 
the Delta." 

A Binh Chanh Regional Force 
(RF) company was awaiting a 
Medevnc helicopter for two 
members wounded by a booby 
trap when they suddenly began . 
receiving heavy enemy weapons 
fire . The RF's returned the fire 
as air fighter support requested 
by Alpha Co arrived within nine 
minutes. 

A n Fl04 Storfightcr guided by 
Alpha Co, killed fiv e Viet Cong 
with 20 mm cannon fire as Bravo 
Co, operating several kilometers 
to the northeast, was diverted to 
act as a sealing force from the 
north. Alpha and Delta Co's were 
already in blocking positions to 
the· south and west. 

Bravo Co swept on line ln 
heavy nipa palm growth, often 
reconing by fire . Third platoon 
leader First Lieutenant Kenneth 
Gonzalez of Colorado Springs, 
Colo. led his men along a canal 
where the remaining enemy were 

believed hidden in bunkers. 

m~~d:: ~~!an~q~~~e~~adJ!;re~n~f 
Austin, Ind. spotted movement 
50 meters to his front as he 
waded down the waist-deep can­
al. He alerted his squ ad mem­
bers. "About 10 or 15 meters in 
front of me," Begley said, 
" 'Charlie" darted out of the 
nipa palm line and when I yel­
led to the others he turned 
around and started coming for 
me." 

Shots rang out and the VC 
fell dead in the water. 

The Echo recon platoon, at­
tached to Bravo Co, was on the 
west side of the canal when the 
Kit Carson scout suddenly spot­
ted two more Viet Cong, one 
injured in the legs, squatting 
behind a clump of vegetation. 
The infantrymen surrounded 
their position as the scout called 
for them to give up. The VC sur­
rendered shortly thereafter . 

In addil ion to the enemy killed 
and captu-a-ed, the sweep netted 
Bravo Co two AK-47 rifles, an 
RPO (Russian machineguh) with 
a fully-loaded drum of ammuni­
tion and a B- 40 rocket launcher. 

.. Jt~\o~~Jh!~t w~~e a:bu:~~s ~~ 
the area of contact, the battaHon 
fire support base 2 miles away 
was about to be rocketed from 
a close distance. The imminent 
attack wos thwarted, however, 
by a watchfUl guard on the ob­
servation tower who spotted 
three Viet Cong a:s they aet up 
t.wo 107 mm rockets 400 meters 

tr~:~~ ~~be~[r~~~h~n~t:~a~f 
Detroit, a member of Echo Co's 
ground surveillance unit, phoned 
his finding in and within minutes 
an Alpha Co ambwh patrol foiled 
the enemy's attempted attack 
by moving to the launch ahe. 

At daybreak, a Bravo Co, 5th 
Bn, 12th lni ambush caught alx 
Viet Cong near Tan Kien Village 
1 mile west of the Blnh Dien 
Bridge in a cross-fire with a 
Binh Chanh RF ambush, killing 
two and capluring a suspect, 
while the RF unit accounted for 
the remaining three enemy. (Two 
more Viet Cong suspects were 
apprehended in the same area 
the following day .) 

A lso that morning, Delta Co, 
4th Bn, 12th Inf began a routine 
search operation near Tan Buu 
Village, 3 miles west of Tan 
Kien. All through the morning, 
alert pointmen spotted trip wires 
attached to Chicom grenade 
b:>oby traps. Captain Lynn Stov­
er of Panama City, Fla., com­
pany ' commander, knew the arcu 
where VC booby traps ore likely 
to be found . In this case , he 
r,roved rlffhl and the Della Co 
'Warriors spent the rest of the 

• day unearthing six 55-gal drums 
containing war materiel in five 
separate locations. 

Cap tain Bishop led an ambush 
p~trol located near the perimeter 
to the site as the su rpri sed VC 
fled the area. The Redcatchers 
found two 107 mm rockets perch­
ed on bamboo launchers aimed 
directly at. the mass ive observa­
tion tower. 

Said Sh :.mahan with u nervous 
smile: "I'm glad they believed 
me." 

The operator places the call 
via radio link to a stateside 
MARS station who then for­
wards it to the desired party 
and connects a "phone palch" 
through the rad io. "The call I 
can then begin," sa id Crowder, I 
a 30-year-old resident of Ozark, 
Ala. "The only dif!erence from 
a no1·mal call is the parties must 

"A LITTLE HIGHElt uud to the left, pleo•e. Tl,ot's 
it-caKy docH it. " Aud thu•'~ how the Brigade's new 
uMAUS" Hlutiou got its 300-pound antenna on the 
60-foot pole. (Photo by Fuller) 

The drum's were buried sever­
al inches underground but were 
found with a minesweeper. The 
sum of the caches included one­
hundred twenty- three 60 mm 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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The Clwplni11 !:;11e1.1ks 

Peace and War 
By Chaplain ({;opt.) William A. Mucouloy, Jr. 

There arc always those who 
dream of peace without war. A 
more realistic approach-al leas t 
for this present life-is to seek 
for peace and to be prepared for 
war. Think of the late General 
Eisenhower-truly a great man 
of war and yet more fittingly 
eulogized as a man of peace. He 
was constantly working toward 
peace, even when he had to take 
up arms. 

In the Christian life there must 
be a similar attitude. A good 
soldier of J esus Christ not oiily 
strives for peace (Psalm 34: 14); 
he also carries peace within his 
heart (Psalm 119: 165) . Al the 
same time he realizes that he 
must constantly wage warfare 
against his arch enemy, Satan. 
J esus told his followers that he 
came tO earth that they might 
have peace---peace of soul. He 
goes on to say that inevitably 

!!'i~h S!~~nh~d ss;r;t~~lil c:,~~d'.~ 
But he adds, "Be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world 
(John 16: 33) . 

In other words, bt."Cause J esus 
overcame the world, because 
through his life, death, and re­
surrection J esus conquered Satan 
and hell, a believer in J esus 
Christ con a lso overcome aJI 
evil . In principle a believer has 
already overcome; he's on his 
way. to heaven; he has everlast­
ing life with God right now 
(John 3:36) . 

But until this present life is 
over a soldier of the Cross must 

war aga ins t the "world." He 
must constantly take up the 
"sword of the Spirit, which is 
the Word of God" (Ephesians 
6: 17) and drive Satan from his 
own hear t and from the henrt 
of his fellowman. He must over­
come nil kinds of testings and 
temptations and tribulations that 
God allows him to endure. J esus 
said, "He that endurcth to the 
end shall be saved" (Matthew 
10:22). 

There is not only a parallel 
between military warfare and 
spiritual warfare, there is also 
a "connection." J ames tell s us 
that the moral source of man's 
outward fights and quarrels ori­
ginates within his own evil heart 
(James 4:1). This is not to say 
that military warfare is always 
wrong for all concerned. It is lo 
say, however, that all men by 
nature are fighting aga inst God 
and this fightin g against God is 
the reason for their fi ghting 
against each other . 

But when a man makes his 
pence witJ1 God in Jesus Christ, 
then he tends t o really love his 
fellowman and to live in peace 
with him. And some day, for 
such a man, the heavenly dream 
will indeed come lrue---peace 
without war. In the meantime 
th is peace of soul that he al­
rendy has, this peace that pas­
seth all understanding, shaH 

~Tr~~ tfi~:U!h °Chri~isJe~~~r1cpa~~ 
lippians 4: 7) . 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES 

lutNron 

LONG BINH AREA 
Sunday 11 o .m. 303rd R:odio RHearch Orderly 

Room 
Latter Doy Scinh Sunday I , 2 p .m. Plantation Chapel Anne x 

I p. m. Plantation Chapel Epiuopol Sunday 
Jewi1h Friday 7 p.m. Long Binh Po,I Chapel 

10 a.m. long Binh Po1I Chapel 
2 p .m. Plonlotion Chapel 

Saturday 
Chri1tan Science Sunday 

ProtHtonl 

Cothollc. 

CAMP FRENZELL-JONES 
Sunday 9, 10 a .m, Worthip S.rvicH &de Chapel 
w .. kday1 8 a.m , O.volion, Ide Chapel 
Wedn91day 7 p.m, Religlau, fllmt Ide Chapel 
Sunday 9, 10 o .m. Mou 7th Spt Men 
luHday 6130 p.m. Mau Ide Chapel 
Saturday lu30 p.m. Mau & Confeuion &de CI\Qpel 

199TH INFANTRY BRIGADE (FORWARD) 

Colho llc 
Sunday 
Monday 

Sunday -4 :30 p .m. Catholic. Mou 
7 p .m. Religiou, film, 
8 p .m. ProtHtont S.r..-ice 

FIRE SUPPORT BASES 
Protedont 

5/ 12 FSB 2 :30 p .m. Sunda y </ 12 FSB 
3/7 FSB 11 o ,m. Sunda y 3/7 FSB 

Wednesday 2/3 FSB 6 p.m. Monday 2/3 FSB 
Friday </ 12 FSB 6 p .m. Monda y 5/ 12 FSB 

9 a .m. 
• 10 o.m. 

9130 o.m. 
10 o .m. 

Redcatcher ! 

Re-Up Options 
Include Choice 
Of Next Duty 

Men and women serving in 
overseas commands have two 
guaranteed methods for dictat­
ing the location of their next 
tours of duty. They can do this 
by exercising either the Over­
seas Area of Choice, or, . the 
CONUS Station or Area of 
Choice reenlistment option. 

Under option, you are not ob­
ligated to make any reenlistment 
commitment until you have re­
ceived a location that is accep­
table lo you. 

The CONUS Station or Area 
of Choice option guarantees a 
12-monlh s tabilized tour at the 
stateside station or area of your 
choice, providing there is a re ­
quirement al the location for 
someone with your MOS and 
grade. Requests can be submit­
ted until a suitable assignment 
is. procured. 

This stateside option· is avail­
able to all men who complete 
a normal overseas tour and who 
i:tre reenlisting for four, five or 
six years. 

You must initiate your re­
quest not earlier than six months 
or later then one month prior 
to the completion of your over­
seas tour. Soldiers who are 
evacuated through hospital chan­
nels may also elect the option 
upon availability for reassign­
ment. 

For those who prefer another 
overseas tou r, t\lere are current­
ly five overseas areas in which 
you can request ass ignment. 
They include Europe, the Pacific, 
the Canal Zone I Alaska & Viet­
nam. 

The overseas reenlistment op 
lion is open to men E-6 and 
below who enlist for four, five 
or six years. Those who request 
assignment to a short-tour area 
need only reenlist for three 
years. 

The Overseas Area of Choice 
option guarantees that your ini­
tial duty assignment will be in 
the area of your choice, provi_<l­
ing there is a requirement in 
that area for someone with your 
primary MOS and grade. 

If you are interested in this 
option, you must initiate action 
not earlier than four months or 
later than one month prior to 
your proposed reenlis tment da te. 

In addition to the above two 
options, you are still eligible lo 
collect your lax free reenlist­
ment bonus. First term reen­
listees m ay also qualify for their 
Variable Reenlistment Bonus, 
which might mean a total of 
$10,000 for reenlisling. 

Further information on the 
overseas and stateside reenlist­
ment options and on all other 
reenlistment programs is ava il­
able at the Brigade Reenlistment 
Ofiice, Bldg. T-5001, or Tel. Red­
catcher 139. 

Personal W capons 
Prohibited in RVN 

Redcatchers are reminded that 
USARV and MACV regulations 
specific ally prohibit the use or 
possession of any privately 
owned weapons by servicemen 
in Vietnam. Too many injuries 
have resulted from careless 
handling or misuse of these 
weapons. No weapons other than 
those authorized for the Brigade 
can be carried or used by mem, 
bers of the Brigade. 

Regulations prescribe periodic 
inspections by commanders to 
insure that no persons under 
their control or supervision have 
in their possession privately 
owned weapons. 

Bonafide war trophies, as set 
forth in USARV Regulation 643-
29, should be registered by the 
individual with the Brigade 
Provost Marshal and must be 
stored in the un it arms room. 
No individual will be nllowod 
to keep these weapons in acy 
other place. 

May l, 1969 

Your Legal O.Dicer 

Power of Attorney 
By Capt. Francie I;'. Dicello, SJA 

Sometimes a man on PCS is 
advised: "Go see the legal officer 
about executing a will and get­
ting a 'power of attorney' for 
your wife." That's not an order­
just a suggestion that you see 
your legal officer about it. 
Certainly you should have a 
will-but a "power of attorney" 
is a potentially dangerous docu­
ment. U you're smart, you'U 
weiCh carefully whether it's 

Save Money On 
Hawaii R & R 

A problem with the R&R pro­
grain in Hawaii is that many 
wives going there to join their 
husbands make hotel reserva­
tions through travel agencies in 
their home towns. This costs 
them money in fees and does 
not always guarantee that they 
will get the accomodations they 
want at the rates they want to 
pay_. Sometimes, reservations are 
not even made for them. 

It is entirely unnecessary for 
this to occur. The R&R Center 
at Ft. DeRussey in Honolulu will 
make reservations for you at no 
fee. If you or your wife make 
reservations for hotel accommo­
dations through Ft. DeRussey, 
you can always be certain of 

·getting what you want. If, for 
any reason, you find that the 
accommodations were not what 
you had anticipated, the R&R 
staff will immediately go into 
aotion to satisfy your com­
plaints. Taking advantage of the 
R&R Center's reservation facili­
ties will save time. 

For re5ervations, you or your 
wife should write to the Officer­
in-Charge, Ft. De Russey , APO 
San Francisco 96558, as soon os 
you know exactly when you will 
arrive in Hawaii . Include in­
formation on how much you 
would be willing to spend, what 
type of accommodations you 
would like and the number of 
adults and children to be ac­
commodated. 

If your dependenl6 arrive in 
Hawaii before you, they may 
slay in the billets at Ft. De­
Russey or the dates of your 
hotel reservation can be extend­
ed to cover their arrival. 

Be sure to include your com­
plete mailing address in all cor­
respondence with the R&R 
Center. (MACV) 

really necessary to give some­
one else the legal power to 
speak and act for you. In many 
cases, it's not! 

A power of attorney is a 
written instrument which gives 
another person power to act in 
the place and on behalf of the 
person who executes the power 
of attorney. It gives the person 
the power to legally place your 
signature on a particular or 
almost any document. The per­
son who executes the power of 
attorney is referred to as the 
grantor and the perso

0

n who is 
given the power to act is the 
"attorney in fact," or agent. 

Most powers of attorney are 
given to spouses. Your decision 
concerning a power of attorney 
for your wife doesn't hinge on 
whether you love her or trust 
her. Of course you trust the 
loyal partner you. married! How .. 
ever, a power of attorney shoves 
all the responsibility for your 
affairs on her shoulders, and 
subjects her to undue pressure 
from all sorts of characters try­
ing to get her signature on sales 
contract.c; and so forth. A power 
of. atto1 ney makes your wife's 
signature a mighty popular 
target--because her signature is 
now also your signature! 

Consider these safety rules: 

at~~~yr.
0
:t ~iLc~:ic: ~

1

fit:r:! 
fully limited power (for ex­
ample, specifically concerning the 
right to act for you in selling 
your house or your automobile 
after you've been shipped out). 

2. Make sure the document 
terminates on a definite date in 
the fairly near future. If you've 
given someone (relative, friend 
or spouse) a power of attorney 
in the past, find the document 
and make sure it's no longer in 
effect. An unlimited power ot 
attorney with no terminating 
date is a real booby trap! 

3. If you have any doubts 
about such docwnents-either 
made in the past or contem­
plated for the future-talk it 
over with the SJA, pronto! 

4, Usua!ly matters important 
enough to require a power of 
attorney involve decisions which 
should be made jointly by both 
husband and Wife. Modern 
communications, even in Viet-­
narn, have reduced the need 
for a power of attorney, since 
the husband's written approval 
can be obtained within a few 
days from almost anywhere in 
the world. 

If you still think you need a 
power of attorney, think twice, 
then conuslt your Legal As­
sistance Officer. 

"My wife once said it was a beautiful thing to sit io 
the shad e of a tree on a warm sunny day" , 
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A wards and Decorations 
Bronz:e Star Medal (Valor) 

SGT Paul A, Wright-3/7. Supervised the evacuation of wounded 

m5psanr'fiJh~r~wCaii:g
8
a~~/~2.

80
wh~~mhif

0:!~p0
a;;.~· J?ght defensive 

position came unde·r fire Jan. 11, medic Calligan came to the aid of 
his wounded comrades and carried them to safety. 

CPT James A. Smith-3/7. During a heavy firefight Jan. 27, he 
quickly established a cha'in of command within his company to take 
care of a leaderless plato~>n. 

SP4 Johnny T. Corral-3/7. Exposed himself to enemy fire to pull 
a wounded squad leader to cover Dec. 28. He then assaulted the 
enemy position, even though seriously wounded, and continued fir-

in~Ge.patl~~~t~s E.0$~~~=;~,t_es~;a~o~hch e!e:u~JeS0
~~i~~g a fire-

fight Dec. 28 he aided in organizing and leading an assault on the 
enemy poshion, resulting in the withdrawal of the enemy force . 

MAJ Robert E. Ehrhardt Jr.-HHC, 3/7. While directing ground 
units Jan. 28, he aided the pilot of a downed aircraCt, exposing him­
self to enemy fire to assess the situation. He then organized a reac­
tion force assaulting enemy positions. , 

lLT Robert G. Brenner-5/12. He advanced through enemy fire to 
aid a wounded man Jan. 11. 

PSG Charles L. Stombough-4/12. When his unit was hit by enemy 
fire Jan. 11 and several men were wounded, he moved from his 
covered position and carried them to safety. 

JLT Hugh F. Foster-5/12. He left his coverCd position to nid the 
wounded company medic Sep. 27, and although wounded himself 
continued to secure his company's position. 

PFC Larry L. Turner-3/7. Moved aggressively to eliminate an 
enemy machine gun location during a Jan. 27 firefight. 

SP4 Lyrus Beckcr-3/7. Moved to· aid a wounded c::,mrade and 
secured a position for both of them during a Jan. 27 firefight. 

LTC Leon E. Lichtenwalter, Jr.-4/12. Ordered his aircraft into 
a loading zone Aug. 23, and personally supervised evacuation of the 
wounded despite the presence of enemy fire and booby traps. 

SP4 Willie H. Brice-4/12. Pursued the enemy . a~gressively whi le 
under fire Jan. 27. 

PFC Arthur L. Villareal-4/12. Though wounded Jon. 10, he con­
tinued lo aid his wounded comrades, before treating himself. 

Uronze Star Medul (Valor) (Posthumous) 
!LT Walter W. Rudolph-3/7. Exposed himself to enemy fire to 

move to the front of his platoon Jan. 28, and then led an assault on 
a bunker complex. 

SGT Vernon G. Knutson-5/12. While moving forward lo supervise 
the destruction of booby traps, Feb. 16, he was mortally wounded 
himself. 

Brou~e Slur Medul (Meritoriou11) 
SSG Milton R. Joyner-E, 2/3 (Isl OLC); 2LT Norman Welch- · 

179th MID; lLT Freenan Patrick Jr-HHC, 2/3 (1st OLC); SFC Lee 
Upright-HSB, 2/40 (ht OLC) i SSG Ronald R. Lombrich-C, 5/12 

-l~ih 
0 ::5> iiJ~~ 1';:'bfctsi~t-i:L.~
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B. Lynch-HHC, 199th Inf Bde (1st OLC); SFC John Brown-C, 
4/12; SSG Robert P. Loncour-C, 5/12 (1st OLC); SSG Bradley 
Fordham-A, 4/ 12; PSG Lcrcy Williams-A, 4/12 (Isl OLC); SSG 

·David L. Blnzevic-C, 5/12; SSG Stephen L. Downs--856th Radio 
Rsch De~; CPT Jack Sutherland-A, 7th Spt Bn; PSG Galarza Luis 
A. Conchez-A, 4/12 ; SFC Wesley E. Lisk-HHC, 5/12; !LT Gery 
R. Steger, HHC, 199th Inf Bde; SGT Andrew L. Jackson-D Trp 
17th Cav; SSG Herbert L. McCathen-C, 2/3; SP5 Elmer Dump­
HHC, 199lh Inf Bde; CPT Tom M. Johnson-HHC, 199lh Inf Bde; 
!LT Peter C. Gordon-87th Engr Co; lLT Alan M. Bourne-A, 2/40; 
PSG Joe G. Rush~C, 5/12; SSG Howard H. Pruett-C, 5/12; !LT 
James W. Hunt -E, 5/12; SP5 Garrel H. Bennett, HHC, 199lh Inf 
Bde; SFC Bernard Dunkelberger-87th Engr Co; SSG Jacob E. Beck­
worth-B, 4/12; SP4 Herman L. Lanchez--C, 5i l2; PSG Henry W. 
Lyson-D, 5/12; SP4 Charles P. Hensler-B, 5/12; SSG James F . 
Newton-87th Engr Co; lLT Hartwell Black-856th Radio Rsch Del; 
MAJ Robert B. Thomas-HHC, 199th Inf Bde (3rd OLC); SSG James 
L. Rash-B, 3/7; LTC Frederick D. Bell Jr-HSB, 2/40 ; PFC Ralph 
L. Blauvelt-- E, 4/12; PFC Gomez D. Badillo-D, 5/12; !LT James 
McCall-313th Sig Co; !LT Mall L. Spence-E, 2/3; CPT Gregg M. 
Schroder-856th Radio Rsch Del ; SP5 Wayne A. Johnson-HHC, 
2/3; PSG Will ie J. McKinney-HHC Det, 7th Spt Bn; lLT Rodger 
A. Crum-HHC, 199lh Inf Bde; !LT Walter W. Rudolph-B, 3/7; 
SFC Vencen Ackerson-E, 2/3. 

llron2e Stnr Medal (Merhorioui,) (Po11thurnoutt) 
PFC Auslin L. Edward,._3/7. 

Air Medal (Vulor) 
MAJ Roberl E. Ehrhardt Jr.-HHC, 3/7; WI David M. Watters, 

HHC, 199lh Inf Bdc; SP4 William G. Hob,n-HHC, 199th Inf Bde 
(2nd OLC); SP4 Charle, Hcnsler-B, 5/12; SP5 Walter E. Mitchell 
-HHC, 199th Inf Bde (5th OLC); SP4 Lorenzo C. Rodriguez-HHC, 
199lh Inf Bde; Wl Chrislophcr Kilgore-l!\9lh Inf Bdc. 

!LT Pedro Diaz-A, 3/7; SSG Tommy L. Powell-C, 3/7; SP4 
Walter L. Barbcr-HHC, 3/7; PFC James Sims-A, 3/7; SGT Wil­
liam F. White-E, 3/7; SSG Ronald R. Lombright-C, 5/12; SGT 
Huel D. Attoway-C, 5/12; SP4 Philip E. Sikoru-C, 5/12; SGT 
Benny C. Bowman-C, 5/12; SP4 Terry D. Bowman-E, 2/3; PFC 
Robert S. Newton-A, 3.:7; CPT Jose ~-- Guevara- A, 3/7; SP4 George 
L. Ortiz-B, 3/7; SSG Roberl P . Lancour-C, 5/12. 

'Cottonhaler' 
Earns April 
April's Brigade Soldier of the 

Month was 20-year-old Spec­
cialist Four Wendell M. Wat.kins 
of Chicago. 

Formerly a mortarman with 
Echo Co, 3rd Bn, 7th Inf, Wal­
kins served as the General's En­
listed Aide during the month, 
earning the Air Medal. A gradu­
ate of Morgan Park High School 
in Chicago, Watkins worked as 
a meat cutter's apprentice for 

Mortarman 
SOM Honors 
two years before his induction 
into the Army. 

He also attended night school 
for data pro~essing, a study he 
plans to pursue with the aid of 
the G.I. Bill for F.d.ucation after 
separation from the service. 

Being selected Soldier of the 
Month, earned Watkins a $25 
U.S. Government Savings Bond , 
an in-country R&R to Vung Tau, 
and a custom-tailored suit. 

Redcatcher ! Page 3 

In the Field 

Brigade Summ.ary 
MaTCh 19: 

"Warriors" from Delta Co, 4th 
Bn, 12th Inf apprehended three 
VC suspects during operations 8 
miles southwest of Saigon, while 
other battalion infantrymen 
recover~d two large bundles of 
NV A propaganda pamphlets 
hidden in a nipa palm thicket. 

Three miles southeast of Due 
Hoa, elements of the 2nd Bn, 
3rd Inf "Old Guard" found one 
AK:47 rifle with three empty 
magazines. 

In other light scattered action, 
members of 5th Bn, 12th Inf 
found one . B-40 mortar round, 
one 82mm mortar round, and 
five empty fuse cans. 
MaTch 20: 

More than 3,800 rounds of 
small arms ammunition, along 
with 20 RPG rocket rounds were 
discovered southeast of Due Hoa 
by elements of the "Old Guard" 
2nd Bn, 3rd Inf, whHe artillery­
men from the Brigade's 2nd Bn, 
40th Arty were credited with 
one Viet Cong killed yeste:-day 
during light action. 

The ammunition cache was 
buried in 55-gallon drums along 
a tanal bank 2! miles ~outheast 
of Due Hoa. The Redcatchtr in­
fantrymen also destroyed 20 
bunkers, includin•g an enemy 
command bunker. 

In Tan Teo village 6 miles 
southwest of Saigon, °Cotton­
balers" of 3rd Bn, 7th Inf dis­
covered six camouflaged bicycles 

during a cordon and search of 
. the village. Ten detainees were 
held for further questioning 
during the cordon, which in­
cluded Medcap and the dis­
tribution of food and clothing 
f,o the villagers. 

The Viet Cong killed by the 
artillerymen were discovered 7 
miles south of Due Hoa by a 
patrol of ARVN soldiers. 
Man::h 21: 

Redcatchers continued search 
operations west of Saigon today, 
destroying 18 bunkers and 4 
booby traps 3 miles southwest 
of Due Hoa. One of the booby 
traps was a Claymore mine set 
between two pieces of bamboo. 

"Warriors" from 4th Bn, 12th 
Inf found two 82mm mortar 
rounds and one 82mm white 
phosphorous round 10 miles 
southwest of Saigon. A unit of 
Bravo Co also found an isolated 
fence stocked with dry leaves 
in the area running east to west 
for 250 meters. A gate made 
from two concrete pillars 12 feet 
high and 12 inches in diameter 
was also discovered. 

A sign on the gate read: "We 
kill all ARVN soldiers and build 
a new village at My Lgon." 
Many danger signs Were in the 
area and six Chicom booby 
traps with pressure release . de­
tonators were found end des­
troyed along with the mysterious 
gate. 
March 22: 

Helicopter gunships supporting 

Lieutenant Gcnerol Frnnk T, Mil<lrcn, l!SAl(V Deputy 
Co,nnrnnder, prcscnti; the USAHV HcenliHlmcnl Trophy 
to Sergeant Hrst Clo•• Donald Fleming, Brigade career 
counselor, for ochicving the hight!8t rcenlitttaneut rote 
01no11,;: brigade and group tiizt! uuilM in Vietnam during 
196ll. (Photo by Ha•senfrotz) 

Brigade A warded 
For Highest RVN 

Re-up Trophy 
Totals 

The 199th Brigade w;is re­
cently awarded the USARV Re­
enlistment Trophy for achieving 
the highest reenlistment rate 
among brigade and group size 
units in Vietnam during 1968. 

Lieutenant General Frank T. 
Mildren, USARV Depuly Com­
mander, presented the trophy to 
Sergeant First Class Donald E. 
Fleming, Brigade career counse­
br. Fleming, received the award: 
on behalf of the reenlistment 
program of the 199th, command­
ed by Brigadier General Frederic 
E. Davison. 

In earning the trophy, the 
Brigade reenlisted 206 men in 
the seleclee and 1st Term RA 
categories. During the year, 12.2 
percent of selectee eligibles re­
enlisted while 63.5 percent of 
eligible 1s t Term RA soldiers 
took the oath of reenlistment. 
In addition, 127 career soldiers 
reenlisted. All percentages were 

well obove Department of the 
Army and USARV ~oals. 

A 16-year veteran of career 
counseling, Fleming pointed out 
that he had never felt "such 
strong command interest and 
support for the reenlistment pro­
gram." The Brigade is continu­
ing to set the p ace in 1969, 
maintaining the highest reenlist­
mcmt rate in Vietnam for the 
first two months of the current 
year. 

According to Fleming, " bunk­
er hopµjng' ' was the key to the 
success of the Brigade's career 
program. "My aim has been to 
reach ev l!ry qualified individual 
in the Brigade regardless of his 
location," said Fleming, 11 and to 
that end, I have flown on every 
kind of helicopter, ridden every 
conceivable vehicle, and walked 
through paddies and across 
streams to rl!ach the men ." 

Brigade elements killed ten Viet 
Cong today . 

A forward air controller work­
ing with the Brigade received 
small armtt fire and spotted the 
Viet Cong in an open field. He 
callecl for a light fire team 
which engaged and killed the 
enemy. 

Elsewhere, 1'Warriors" from 
Alpha Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf, 
working in an area 11 miles 
southwest of Saigon, discovered 
2 AK-47 rifles with magazines, 
one bag of mortar mix, and 30 
charges. The infantrymen also 
sank one sampan. 

Elements of Delta· Co of the 
same battalion found a Chlcom 
grenade booby trap and one RPG 
round. 
March 23: 

While conducting sweeps in 
the Binh Chanh area 7 miles 
southwest of Saigon today, 
"Warriors" from Alpha Co, 4th 
Bn, 12th. Inf found a small cache 
hidden in several haystacks. IL 
contained five RPG boosters, two 
maps and one small packet of 
documents. 

Two Viet Cong road blocks 
were also discovered in the 
same area. They were con­
structed from mounds of dirt 
surrounded by concertina wire. 
Vie\ Cong propaganda aigna and 
pamphlet., were found in the 
area around the road block. 
Several booby traps were lound 
and destroyed along with ,the 
road block. 
March 24: 

The Brigade Civil Affairs Sec­
tion (55) continued to help 
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To date, the villager, have 

r~ceived over 20 truckloads of 
lumber, 300 bags of cement, 
and 800 sheets of tin roofing 

• from the S-6 office. The vUlagen 
perform the ncluol construcUon 
work. 

Captain Melvin R. Chatman of 
Detroit, Brigade Civil Affairs 
Officer aaid, •1We expect to have 
over 8 homes rebuilt in about 
5 months." 
March 25: 

In activities west of Saigon 
today, two Brigade operations 
netted small weapons caches and 
resulted in one Viet Cong killed 
by artillery. 

Popular Forces working with 
"Warriors" of 5th Bn, 12th Inf 
uncovered a 55-gallon drum con­
taining 25 new AK-47 rifles and 
15 loaded magazines while on a 
cordon and search operation 5 
miles southwest of Saigon. The 
cache, found in a hamlet of Tan 
Kien Village, had been in place 
about one month. 

Operating in the "pineapple" 
region west of Saigon, "Old 
Guard" infantrymen from Bravo 
Co, 2nd Bn, 3rd Jnf found an­
other 55-gnllon drum burled in 
a dike 6 miles southwest of Due 
Hoa. Thirteen B-40 rocket 
rounds were found inside the 
drum. 

Towards dusk, the Brigade's 
forward air controller (FAC) 
spotted one Vie,t Cong in the 
northern pineapple region 3 

C~1
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Colo. said, "I was ftying in 
support of a bunker-destruction 
mission when I spotted al least 
one pajama-clad Viet Cong near 
a canal infested with bunkers 
and fighting positions." Thomas 
called in and adjusted two 2nd 
Bn, 40th Arty batteries resulting 
in one Viet Cong killed and 11 
bunkers destroyed. 
March 26: 

·,•warriors" from Alpha Co, 
5th Bn, 12th In! discovered 60 
homemade grenades in a hootch 
7 miles southwest of Saigon 
today. One , bunker was alao 
destroyed. 
March 27 : 

"Warriors" of 5th Bn, 12th 
Inf this morning continued a 
reconnaissance-in- force opera­
tion begun yesterday 8 miles 
southwest of Due Hoa. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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DITCH-DIGGING w"•n't in the contract, but puddy­
laud conditionH south o f Saigon u1ttkc it nc1:1cK&ary fo.­
Specj•li•t Four Jame• Lauman to control the waterflow 
around hi• artillery piece. 

(Photo hy SP5 Joseph F. Whinnery) 

CHIEF OF THE INSPEC1'10N TI,:AM, this python can 
rcully gc,t to the bore of the job while helpiug •pcciulist 
Four Larry Blevins of Franklin, Ohio clean his big 
guu, (Photo by Hasoenfratz) 

ANOTHEH rouncl i• on i te way to a reudezvou• with "Charlie" os these members of Charlie Btry give indirect 
fire support lo the troop• in the field. (Photo by Hassenfratz) 

Arty's Call To Arm 

Fire 
Story 

The evening sllence is shat. c1 

tered! Gun crews scramble to v. 
their positions as the field phone c t 

barks the command, 11Fire Mis- w 
sion!" The forward observer j1.: 
radios-0 Estimated . 25 Victor la 
Charlies in the open! 11 Grid co- it: 
ordinates are quickly plotted. 
Then. "Battery, one round. Fire." is 

Within seconds six rounds are H 
out and on their way to a ren- tb 
dezvou.s with the enemy. Gun (I 
section members know their jobs a, 
weII and speed is the byword. m 
Proficiency comes from intense a, 
training and actual combat ex- fr 
perience. • kt 

Batteries of the 2nd Bn. 40th re 
Arty have an important mission: tr 
To deliver timely\ accurate and 

81 devastating B.re i11 support of b
1 199th Brigade infantrymen and 

at,sociated ARVN elements. m 
The keystone , of a 105 mm in 

howitzer battery is the lndividu- ti
1 

al gun section. Each has six di 
men, including the gunner, as- Jy 
s istant gunner, fuse cutter, load- as 
er, ammo man and section chief. er 
Every man has a specific job to · si· 
do, however, a section is seli-
sufficient in that every man is es 
qualified in all jobs, should any to 

m~~f:g T,~m~~:~:c~~t~~- :~ 

;i;:; r:!:f th5
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to the fire direction control ac 

A HOUND'S EYI,; VIEW of the land 
the round spin so it will maintain 
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Mission! 
tory By SP4 Michael D. Cannon 
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cent"r. The gunner is charged 
with ~etting and maintaining the 
correct deflection of the gun 
while the assistant gunner ad­
justs the range and yanks the 
lanyard that sends a round on 
its way. One of the most cruciel roles 
is played by the fuse cutter: 
He must screw either a vflriable 
time (VT) or point detonating 
{PT) fuse onto each projectile, 
and in the ca9e of VT fuses, 
must insure accurate settings to 
avoid possible detonation over 
friendly positions. The ammo man 
keeps a constant supply of 
rounds for the loader who ex­
tracts the expended shell cuing 
and shoves a new round into the 
breech. 

Section crews perform daily 
maintenance on their howitzers to 
insure perfect functioning at all 
times and in aH weather con­
ditions. Ammunition is constant­
ly "humped" to the section area, 
as a shortage could mean disast­
er for an infantry unit in a tight 
situation. 

Since speed and mobility are 
essential, a battery must prepare 
lo fire shortly after moving into 
position. The guns are initially 
aimed in a certain direction 
(azimuth) and then trained on 
aiming stakes to provide further 
accuracy (laying the guns). If 

two batterie, ,witch 1ocatioru, 
three guns remain laid at nll 
times. 

In today's modern artillery , the 
computer is u1ed extensively. 
When the initial "Fire Mission" 
c::>mmand echoes over the FOC 
(Fire Direction Control) radio, 
the F ADAC (Field Artillery 
Digital Automatic Computer is 
activated. A sin~le operator 
feeds in initial dnta and the 
machine compltles the range and 

~:dr:;~i;~~ati~~d:d :h!~~~ 
After a round is fired, the com­
puter instantly calculates all 
changes necessary to alter the 
strike of the next round. One 
F ADAC can control five differ­
ent batterie, simultaneously and 
is capable of retaining data on 
88 different targets and nine 
forward observer locations! 

All 2nd Bn, 40th Arty bnl­
teries remain ready lo provide 
indirect fire support for 199th 
soldiers around the clock . The 
safety of infantrymen and the 

~~~!!~u~f~~mfi~et~elyo£ int\~~ 
hands of the artillery, because 
artillery fire is capable of neot­
ralzing opposing forces to such 
a degree that within seconds 
after contact, our infantry can 
assume fire superiority. 

---· 

J.OADJNG · ANOTIIF.R HOUND into n 105 mm howitzer as an exp,.nded •hell 
CAMing drop• to the ground, ft gun crew bring• rnpi,1, effective fire into enemy 
po•ition• while Mupporting Redcntchcr infantrymen. (Photo by Ha•eenrretit) 

:... 

-;.J 

F.W or the land• and groovf"• in a 105 mm howit7,er, 1he•e rifling• makr 
wlll maintain a true trajectory to it• target. (Photo hy Ha••enfratz} 

LIKE AJ.L EQllll'MENT, thi• 105 mm howitzer breech need• cleaning. Pri• 
fir•t Clas• JamteR Anclrraon or Dr1roit •how• how it'• done. (Photo by SP5 Jo• 

F. Whinnery} 



7th Spt Bn Weekly Medcap 
Aids Ap Bau Ca Village 

Story and Photos By PFC Kenneth Cbaivre . • 

It was hardly like an operat­
ln1 room at Mayo Clinic, but 
for the medics of Charlie Co, 
7th Spt Bn the white brick 
schoolhouse in Ap Bau Ca vil­
lage was more than adequate. 

The village desperately needed 
assistance ond Brigade S-5 sug­
gested a Medcap would help 
the most. So once a week a bat­
talion medical team visits Ap 
Bau Ca and within minutes of 
thei r arrival, villagers are 
crowding around the doors and 
windows of the schoolhouse-
turned-dispensary. • 

The village has over 200 fami­
lies, most of them refugees from 
the north. At least 75 percent of 
those vis iting the dispensary suf­
fer lrom a fungus which can be 
cured by ~ood personal hygiene 
11abits. Children are afflicted the 
worst. 

Two small boys about 10 years 
old had sores which looked like 
large mosquito bites on their 
insteps and ankles. Specialist 

Brigade S-5 

Gives Civilians 

English Lessons 

English classes are being 
taught to civilian employees of 
the 199th Infantry Brigade in 
on effort lo promote better em­
p\oycr-employe<> relations and 
customer unders tanding. 

I,,.__ __ 

Members of the Brigade Civil 
Affairs office (S-5) learned that 
many of the simple problems 
existing between civilian em­
ployees and Brigade servicemen 
are a resu lt of the language 
barrier. Jn many cases, it is 
a matter of the workers mis­
understanding simple English 
words. 

"For example," said Captai n 
Chotman, Brigade S-5 officer, 
"kitchen help were instructed to 
clean a hundred pounds of potn­
t:>es and mis tokenly washed a 
hundred pounds of tomatoes. 
Sitnilor situations were noticed 
in other areas where civilinru 
are employed," he added. 

In discussion with the Civilin~ 
Personnel Office it was leaMled 
that many of the civilians work­
ing on the compound could 
speak broken English but would 
become fluent with more train­
ing. Key personnel whose in­
creased knowledge of the lan­
guage would benefi t each sec­
tion, were chosen to attend the 
classes. Out of 700 employees 85 
were selected. 

Classes are held on Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons and 
are separated into three sec.­
tiona: beginners, intermediates 
and interycrter-translator levels. 
Lieutenant Gilbert Hatcher, ns­
sislant S-5 officl'r, handles the 
advanced course and Captain 
Chatman the in termediate class. 

The beginners class, which 
ha.s the most studen ts, is taught 
by a stoft of three instructors 
and a Vietnamese interpreter. 
The instructors are Specialist 
Four Ernest Villa of Venice, 
Calif., Specialists Five Richard 
Memia from Cincinnati, and 
Thomas Mann of Rumford, R.I. 
AU three ore members of Alpha 
Co, 7th Spt Bn. 

"Emphasis is always placed 
on job-related topics," said 
Chatman. "Daily homework as­
signments ore given and studenls 
ore ~riodically tested to sec if 
they have improved enough to 
be moved to a higher class." 
The texts used were obtained 
from the Vietnamese- American 
Association in Saigon. 

Five Robert Ernst of San An­
tonio washed the boys' feet and 
applied ointment and bandages. 
Minor treatment is sufficien t for 
healing most of the infections. 

"A gi rl about 9 years old came 
in two weeks ago with sores all 
over her head. 1 gave her a 
bath," said Specialist Five An­
thony Miszklevitz of Dundee, 
Calif., "end showed her how to 
wash properly." He then gave 
her some soap and told her to 
scrub her head every day. When 
she came back, the sores were 
a lmost gone. 

But soap alone is not the an­
swer to Ap Bau Ca's health 
problem: Malnutrition and hung­
er are also common . While the 
medics distributed vitamin pills , 
Captain Dale Bergsten of Clay­
center , Kan., handed out oranges, 
corn flakes, sugar and meat. 

The Vietnamese in Ap Bau Ca 
are now beginning to help them­
selves. They are building a 
permnnent dispensary behind the I 
schoolhouse. "We are training a 
Vietnamese nurse and midwife 
to run the dispensary full time," 
explnined Copt1.1in Lorry Merkle 
of Allentown, Penn. "It's not 
enough to treat the s ick and •

1 then leave. If we do the village 

;!~ f: ;!h\n~'~c~ei~r!11f o~:n~; I 

Vietnamese nurse will be treat­
ing the people and the medics 
will only handle serious cases. 

There is still much to do in 
the village, but a start h as been 
made. 

3/7 Medcap 
Cures 
Burn Victim 

"Put her down for anything, 
she justs wants vitamins," said 
a medic, and a 3rd Bn, 7th Inf 
Medcop at Binh Tri Dong Vil­
la~e went on as usual. 

The oper8tion had been strict­
ly routine. A jeep ambulance · 
took the medics, n Vietnamese 
interpreter, and nil needed med­
ical supplies from Fire Support 
Base "Stephanie" to the Medcap 
site. The supplies were broken 
out, and the interpreter begon 
obtaining inlormation about ail­
ments while the medics passed 
out medicine for respiratory in­
fections, skin diseases, stomach 
aches, and cuts. 

Then a small commotion broke 
~ut. The Medcap was being held 
m a schoolyard at the time 
crowded with refugees from a 
large fire that had left about 
100 families homeless. Several 
children had run to an elderly 
man just entering the school­
yard and were following him 
as he approached the medics. 

He had been in the fire and 
had escaped with hia life-at a 
terrible cost . He had burna over 

~:.neh:fdih::t~•w:th~d s~o~:~t~ 
ages. The wounds were severely 
infected and the man was in 
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gan treating the burns to stem 
the infection. 

Six weeks later, the wounds 
ore clean. The patient looks 
as though he is recovering from 
a cnse of sunburn instead of 
from wounds suffered in the 
fire that destroyed ao many 
homes. 

The medics who originally 
treated him have since been 
transferred. The Medcap facil­
ities have also been taken over 
by local civilian n:.irses. The 
patient is sti ll changing too, 
getting healthier and hea lthier 
each time the medics stop to 
visit him. 

May 1, 1969 

EXPLAINING how lo tuke the medicine, Specialist Five Anthony Miszke-vitz talk• 
to the young girl anti her J:>rother through ail iltlrepreler. 

THIS ELDEHLY UESUJENT of Ap 
lluu Co villqgc i• crippled by er· 
thritie. He and other 1ncmberH of 
hi• villege are helped r egularly 
by a 111edical civic action team 
from 7th Spt Bo. 

SKIN INFECTIONS are a common problem in 
the villtigc. Specialist Four Dougla• Wilson 
treot• this hoy for a neck sore. 

Summary (Continued from P .. ge 3) 

southwes t o{ Due Hoa. 
A bunker complex containing 

at least 20 bunk ers was dis­
covered and destroyed by Alpha 
Co, with 10 additional bunkers 
being destroyed by other bat­
talion elements. Over 20 bunkers 
were discovered and destroyed 
by Alpha Co, with 10 additional 
bunkers being destroyed by 
other battalion elements. Over 
20 spider holes were found in 
the sume area as the bunker 
complex and were also des­
troyed. 

The "Warriors" also found 
and destroyed 10 Viet Cong 
sampans found submerged in a 
nearby canal. 

A bag of Viet Conf{ medical 
supplies was also discovered 
hidden under a poncho and one 
Viel Cong Claymore mine, one 
82mm mortar round, and one 
55-gallon drum of fuel were 
found and destroyed. 

Elements of 4th Bn, 12th lnf 
held one detainee and found 
and destroyed five booby traps 
and three bunkers while oper­
ating 9 miles southwest of Sai­
gon. One of these bunkers had 
concrete walls covered with 
Viet Cong slogans. 

In light ac tion 5 miles south­
west of Saigon, members o{ the 
3rd Bn, 7th Jnf "Cottonbalers" 
found and destroyed four B-40 

rocket rounds, fouc bunkers and 
one booby trap. A 50 lb. bag 
o{ rice was also found. 
MaTch 28: 

Brigade elements today killed 
six Viet Cong and captured 
two suspects in afternoon action 
6 miles southwest of Saigon. 

A Binh Chanh Regional Forces 
company working with Alpha 
and Brovo Co's of the 4th Bn, 
12th Jnf "Warriors" received 
initial contact from a Viet Cong 
force 1 mile south o( the strate­
gic Binh Dien Bridge. The RF'a 
return:!d fire with unknown re­
&ults as air support arrived 
within five minutes. 

An ai r strike in support ~f , 
Alpha Co, killed five Viet Cong 
with 20mm cannon fire, while 
Bravo Co killed an additional 
enemy soldier and wounded an­
other. The wounded soldier and 
one suspect were detained in 
the act ion. 
MaTch 29: 

Redcatchers engoged the en­
emy southwest of Saigon today, 
resulting in three VC killed and 
two detainees held. 

Infantrymen from Bravo Co, 
5th Bn, 12th Inf killed two VC 
and detained one suspect 8 miles 
so~thwest of Saigon, while 14 
miles southwes t -of the capital, 
Bravo Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf 

"Warriors" killed one VC and 
detained one suspect. 

Seven miles south of Saigon, 
infantrymen from Alpha Co, 5th 
Bn, 12th Jnf chased and captured 
one wounded suspect. Three 
bunkers, containing 60 rounds of 
AK- 47 ammunition and 2 B-40 
rowtds, were discovered where 
the suspect was hiding. 

Elswhere, members of Delta 
Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf detained 
one person who was later ident­
ified as a Viet Cong. While on 
the sweep, the "Warriors" found 
a 55-gallon drum containing 80 
B-41 rocket rounds, three B-40 
charges, two AK-47 rifles, and 
two cases of small arms ammu­
nition. Minutes later, another 55 
gallon drum of gasoline waa dis­
covered buried three feet un­
derground. Later in the day, 
Delta Co infantrymen also un­
covered a complete 82mm mortar, 
149 B-40 boosters, one hundred 
twenty-three 60mm mortar 
rounds and 51 cue.a of fuses. 
March 30: 

v~«1;a!~:! atodmtlea k!~tiw~ 
of Saigon. 

ARYN soldier14 operating with 
Alpha Co, 4th Bn, 12th Inf 
contacted an estimated five Viet 
Cong while sweeping an area 
south of Binh Chanh. Alpha Co 

A'j{vk3-'• :::i"~~ !i'f fv~ :c~ 
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American 

Indians 

Serve 3/7 
By PFC Thoma·e Reilly 
Making onetime foes into use­

ful allies has long been charac­
teristic of the United States, The 
U.S. Army's Kit Carson Seoul 
is an example of this tradition 
in Vietnam. Another example, 
often overlooked, is the Ameri­
can Indian. 

The "Cottonbalers" of 3rd Bn, 
7th Inf have a long and dis­
tinguished record of service in 
the Indian Wars which broke 
out as the Far West was opened 
to settlement. Alpha Co has two 
descendents of the Indians who 
fought the Cottonbalers betwee,. 
1860 and 1880 as the United 
States made its last great push 
through the Far West to the 
Pacific. 

Private First Class Raymond 
Jenks is from the Ouray Re­
servation in Utah. His people, 
the Ute Indians, fought the 
cavalry (including the 7th) i:1. 
a series of comparatively minor 
skirmishes for 20 years before 
they settled on the reservations. 
Unfortunately, his family's his­
tory during this p~riod was lost. 

Another Redcatcher of the 
Cheyenne tribe is Private First 

g~~:on~a()t1:::::n:,h:ir!~~~~ 
bers stories told by his grand­
father, Night Killer, about the 
West he'd known in his ·native 
Cheyenne. 

He lived to be well over 100, 
and as a young man had .ioined 
the Sioux to fight against Custer 
in the B-ittle of Sand Creek. 
The Cheyenne brave and the 
Sioux finally caught up with 
Custer and his weakened force 
near Montana's Little Big Horn 
River in the summer of 1876. 
The result is a permanent 'part 
of American History. 

First Ambush 
Nets Three VC 

An estimated squad-size ene:.. 
my force walked into a Bravo 
Co, 5th Bn, 12th Inf night am­
bush March 30, leaving behind 
two dead. One suspect was de- • 
tained. 

The ambush patrol from the 
first platoon had been in position 
near fire base 11Jeanie" for about 
six hours. when the VC were 
spotted walking straight towards 
them across an open paddy. 
'Iheir mission was never accom­
plished. 

• Lying behind a rice paddy 
dike the ambush element from 
Bravo Co had a clear view of 
the file of enemy soldiers ap­
proaching their position from 
across the open paddy. 

Private First Class Michael W. 
Thompson from Monticello, Ind. 
had just reporled to Bi-avo Co 

. from the Red.catcher Training 
Center and was on his first 
combat operation with his new 
company. He was manning a 90 
mm recoilless rifle. 

"I spotted the VC just as our 
Claymore daisy chain was 
blown," said Thompson, "and I 
opened up with my 90." Two 
VC were killed immediately. 

"It would have been impos­
sible to miss them. They were 
all in file and right in front of 
me," exclaimed Thompson. 

The rest of the enemy force 
escaped. 

Although the concept of a pro­
fessional soldiery goes back far 
beyond the Legions of Rome, 
standing armies have seldom 
been popular for long periods, 
Consequently, the idea of mer­
cenary soldiers was developed. 
Again In the case of Rome, 
soldiers were recruited from the 
various areas of Europe colonized 
by the Romans of that pariod. 

Redcatcher!. 

vc Propaganda Techniques 

Don't Faze Redcatchers 

Pointing perhaps to tho success 
of the Allied Psyops and 
Government of Vietnam (GVN) 
"Chieu Hoi" programs, the Viel 
Cong in Binh Chanh District 
southwest of Saigon, have at­
tempted various psychological 
gimmicks of their own; but Red­
catchers aren't buying. 

kee Go Home!" signs are among 
those used by the enemy. 

"They (VC propagandists) 
have been known to go into 
people's homes to talk with them 
in much the same manner as 
the Army of the Republic of 
Vietnam (ARVN) Armed Pro­
paganda Team does," said First 
Lieutenant John J. Cwiklinski 
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Although most of the Viet 
Cong's propaganda efforts go 
int:> declaiming the GVN, they 
have also been directing their 
psyops activities at Redcatchers 
operating in the area. 

of,,~h~;i~~•e~
0

~~- know they're · f 

Leaflets crudely printed and 
with misspellings are the most 
common type of propaganda ve­
hicles employed. Their theme 
urge~ the G.I. to refuse to go 
out in the field, not to resist the 
"Liberation Army," and if en­
gaged, to lay down his weapons 
"for lenient treatment." This, the 
VC propagandists say, would 
bring not only an "early rest:::ira­
tion of peace in South Vietnam," 
but also an "early return home" 
for you, the "G.1." 

A more recent trick has been 
to depict crude facsimilies of an 
American handwriting style on 
leaflets purported to have been 
written by an American prisoner 
of war. In one such leaflet-a 
Vietnamese typed translation ap­
pears on the reverse side-a 
named photographed serviceman 
a lledgedly claims that his cap­
tors ' treatment is "very good," 
and urges his farmer compatriots 
not to "go on field operations to· 
avoid being engaged," and to 
"demand peace and a quick re­
turn home." 

Another leaflel is the Viet 
Cong's equivalenl to Lhe GVN's 
S·1fe Conduct Pass, coiled the 
"Bill for Special Fair Treat­
ment." If the orange-embossed 
bill is presented upon "rallying" 
or being captured, the U.S. 
serviceman c;m supposedly count 
on preferred treatment and like­
ly prospects for release. 

What do Redcatchers think of 
the enemy's propaganda-leaflet 
foray? 

"Bunk!" repl ied Private First 
Class Barry Ford of Dallas, Tex. 

It's some of the funniest read­
ing I've come across in a long 
time," said Private First Class 
Ivan G. Shaw of Detroit. 

Other methods used . by Viet 
Cong propaganda squads, com­
prised of local guerrillas sup­
ported by a larger pysops unit, 
include painting slogans on 
schools and houses as well as 
signs alonlil roadc;. boqstinlil of 
a Viet Cong/NLF (National 
Liberation Front) victory in the 
war, degrading the GVN, and 
painting an unfavorable picture 
of American servicemen. "Yan-

, losing the war," he continued, 
"and their activities seem to be 
desperate attempts to reverse a 
bsing situation for them in Binh 
Chanh." Lieutenant Cwiklinski, 
who is a team leader for the 
6th Psyops Bn, 4th Psyops Gp, 
assigned to the Brigade, said the 
GVN receives an ,average of two 
" returnees" Or Hoi Chanhs, from 
the area each week. 

In recent months, the Viet 
Cong have allempted more bizar­
re, and for them, physically 
grueling • projects in the area. 
The have spent h3urs under 
cover of darkness to slack large 
mounds of clay ond dirt on the 
road for roadblocks which are 
often booby trapped and marked 
with warning signs. 

Bravo Co, 4lh Bn, 12th Inf 
recently made the u :-iusual dis­
covery of a 250-meter fence in 
the middle of a rice p3ddy se­
parated along a dike by two 
concrete pillars 12 feet high and 
12 inches in diameter. A sign 
on oae o{ the pillars, which 
flew a Viet Cong flag, read: 
"We Kill all ARVN S:,ldicrs and 
Build a New Village at My 
L}(o:-i ." Between the pillars was 
a booby trapped pile of hay with 
a U.S. helmet and web aear on 
top. 

The fence was made of thn.""C 
strings of barbed wire with dry 
leaves and rice paddy clay per­
ched alongside. Several 11Tu 
Dia," or "Danger" signs we"re 
evident and a careful search 
yielded six Chicom booby traps 
with percussion detonation de­
vices. 

Hit's merely a pyschological 
weapon to remind everyone the 
Viet Cong are still in the area," 
said Captain Theodore H. Lack­
land of Chicago, the company 
commander. "The interesti!lj'.! 
part, aside from the idea itself, 
is that it was built a few days 
befor~ in complete darkness." 

The Viet Cong also built a 
crude raft replete with posters, 
leaflets, banners and slogans, both 
anti-American and denunciatory 
of the GVN. They floated the 
attraction downstrenm to a 
bridge manned by Redcatchers, 
who after checking for booby 
traps, dismantled the propaganda 
vessel for souveniers. 

"..:..Jillltl'' 

HOT IN THE UOONIES, HIIMPER? Looking for a 
Hhu<ly trcti to relux 1111clt•r nntl •~njoy II toll, cool one? 
Th~ tr,·c oin't ~o shutly, hut the tull, cool one looks 
deliciow;. Numc'ti pincopplc·punch. Hole tbot name! 

'Cottonbaler' Sweep 
Uncovers Varied Cache 

The 3rd Bn, 7th Inf •1Cotton­
balers" embarked on a block 
and sweep operation March 27 
six miles southwest of Sah(on 
near Fire Support Base "Ste­
phanie," netting several caches 
that contained everything from 
rocket rounds to a tube of 
toothpaste. • 

Eleven B-40 rocket rounds, a 
Chicom Claymore mine, gre-

nades, VC ponchos, a cooking 
stove, chopsticks, pots, bowls, 
canteens, rice, and, of course, 
tho toothpaste were U"\covered 
by the combined Redcatcher­
ARVN force. 

The battalion's Charlle Co 
moved into position near Tan 
Tao village early in the morning 
and began to sweep south. Delt11 
and Bravo Co's joined the Delta 
Troop, 17th Cav tracks in set­
ting up a blocking force parallel 
to the Korean Road a'ld the 
An Lac Hiehway. Flanke~ by 
squads of ARVN soldiers, Char­
lie Co moved at 1unup through 
thick nipa palm and water1 en­
countering numerous booby 
traps. The recon-by-fire sweep 
began in late morning. 

A patrol boat from Charlie Co 
began cruising the Song Nuoc 
Long River just ahead of the 
blocking force. The boat crew 
tossed grenedes into the w•t~r 
at intervals to prevent possible 
escaping Viet Cong from u,in'l 
the river bottom for concealment. 
The caches were discovered soon 
afterw~rds by the combined 
U.S.-ARVN force. Several bunk­
ers were blown in the same 
area where Bravo Co had des­
troyed a platoon size enemy 
base camp several Weeks ago. 

THREE TIHED "WARRIOHS" of Alpha Co, 5th U11, 12th Inf owoit hdii·opt"r 
pickup ofter O ,;weep IO mile• •outli of Saii;on. (l'hoto hy Uolini;cr) 

By the time all element.I were 
withdrawn the enemy had lost 
Substantial supplies and muni­
tions. But losing his toothpaste 
shouldn't hurt "Charlie" at all. 
With all that infantry breathing 
down his neck he won't have 
time to find a toothbrush, let 
alone we it. 
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HEARING THE VOICE of 
bis girl for the first time 
Since comiug to Vi,~l uum, 
Private J,'irsl ClasH Douglas 
J, MeLeon oppears drcomy· 
eyed °" the MARS station 
conapleteH connections to 
her hon1c in Connecticut. 

(Photo by Hussenfrotz) 

Antenna Poses 
Tricky Problem 
For Signalmen 

The problem: a 60-foot pole 
and three hundred pounds of 
30-foot antenna to go on top. 
The solution: A Huey, of 
course. 

Those were the circumstances 
that led to the aerobatics show 
that took place at the Brigade's 
Main Base March 30. The 
antenna was for the new MARS 
(Military Affi liate Radio System) 
stat.ion which recently became 
the seventh station in the Viet­
nam MARS network. It is an 
aluminum tubing, high gain an-

• te nna for transmitting and 
receiving distant signals and is 
30 feet long and 20 feet wide. 

The 60-foot telephone pole 
which it was mounted atop was 

~~ up m~:~~r~~ daA!t;::~ier wae~~ 
ready to receive the antenna. All 
that re:nained was to get it up 
there. 

"We had two choice$ of how 
to do it," said Major John 
Roland, Brigude Signal officer. 
"There wasn't a crane tall 
enough available so we used a 
Huey." 

Once lifted, someone had to 
be at the lop of the pole to 
secure the antenna. Two line­
men from 313th Signal Company 
Specialists Four Jerry Reynold~ 
of Galatin, Mo. and Ernest Eva 
of St. Petersburg, Fla., volun­
teered. 

As the chopper lifted the 
antenna, the area was engulfed 
in dust and flying sand. 111 didn 't 
think the pilot could see us 
on top of the pole in all that 
dust," said Reynolds. "We su re 
couldn't see him!" But as the 
Huey got higher and moved over 
the pole, the dust cleared. Then 
came the touchy job of lower­
ing the antenna base onto the 
clamps. 

"Our biggest problem was the 
wind, which was' gusting from 
the south,'' said Warrent Officer 

g£.id"w':a1!C:r~ ~~ aw~:~rgtf~~ 
obout 12 minutes, but we weren't 
close to using maximum powe:-, 
and had plenty of reserve." 

"It looked like it would be 
tough at first," said Eva, "but 
they got the hang of it real 
quick and it went okay." There 
were four men on the ground 
with guide lines attached to 
help steady the antenna and 
ease it into position. After a 
few attempts, the base slid into 
the supports and the helicopter 
above released the line and 
departed. 

Reynolds and Eva welcomed 
the cold juice that was given 
them after returning to earth 
as they tried to calm their 
shaky knees. "Yeah," Reynolds 
said, "I'm glad I'm down." And 
Eva agreed. 
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'Warriors' Thwart Enemy' 
(Continued from Page 1) 

uPATCHING" nnotlwr cull, Stuff Sergeant Ira Crowder, 
.e;upcrvi.e;or of lht! new uMAHS" 1;t11tiou, givcH a uon1c 
and phorw number to a fi tolesiJe station so an onxionH 
Redcateher can tolk to his family. 

MARS Station 
to switch the radios from trans­
mit to receive." 

Cnlls plnced from forwnrd sub­
stntions nrc relayed by radio to 
the MARS transmitter at BMB. 
Conversation is then carried on 
in the same manner. The 
MARS caller pays only the 
standard rate from the city of 
the stateside receiving station 
to that of the parly he is calling. 

Another service available 
through the MARS program is 
a "MARS-Gram." Similar to a 
telegram, the MARS-Gram is 
placed by writing the message, 
usually under 25 words, on a 
prepared sheet which is sent by 
teletype through Hawaii to the 
States. ''This service is very 
convienient for bir.thday, anni­
versary and holiday messages," 
Crowder added. • 

The MARS equipment at BMB 
is housed in a new, air-condi-

NCO Receives 
Direct Commission 

A former staff sergeant in the 
5th Bn, 12th Inf was recently 
comm issioned a second lieute­
nant in a ceremony at the 
Brigade's forward headquarters. 

John B. Lynch, Jr. was dis­
charg£'d Apri l 1 and moments 
later received his gold bars from 
Brigadier General Frederic E. 
Davison, commander of the 199th 
Brigndc. He was also awarded 
the First Oak Leaf Cluster to 
the Bronze Star Medal for meri­
torious service from April 1968 
to April 1969. Lynch had served 
os a squad leader and liaison 
noncommissioned officer with the 
"Warrior" battalion's Alpha Co, 
and later as a noncommissioned 
officer with the Brigade Tactical 
Operations Center. 

When the 5th Bn, 12th Inf 
was formed at Ft. Lewis, Wash., 
Lynch, who was a sergeant at 
the time, was assigned to the 
battalion as a squad leader in 
Alpha Co. He came with the 
unit t~ Vietnam when it was 
transferred here in March, 1968. 

The 21-yeor-old native of Or­
lando, Fla. was promoted to 
s taff sergeant March 6 and 15 
days later was recommended for 
the direct commission. 

Lynch began his Army career 
in March, 1966 with basic train­
ihg al Ft. Benning, Ga. and re­
ceived advanced individual train­
ing at Ft. Ord, Calif. He was 
promoted Lo private first class 
and specialist four while at Ft. 
Ord. 

After -returning to the States 
in April, the lieutenant will at­
tend the Infantry Officer Basic 
Course al F't. Benning and plans 
to apply for Ranger School. 

(Photo by flo••cnfratz) 

(Contiuuetl· front Page 1) 

tioned building next to the 
library in the recreation area. 
The building has two enclosed 
phone booths, a comfortable 
waitillg lounge and two rooms 
for transmitter equipment. Per­
sons using the facilities can 
watch the MARS opcruturs 
through a large window between 
the lounge and the transmitter 
room. 

The transceiver equipment was 
manufactured by the Bob Col­
lins Radio Corporation and has 
a transmission power of 1,000 
watts. The s tations call letters 
arc ABSAAM. 

There are now seven stations 
operating in the MARS Vietnam 
network. The network is used as 
a backup emergency sys tem 
for Vietnam-wide instantuneous 
transmission of information. The 
BMB station has two trans­
ceiver units, one for MARS tele­
phone calls, the other for cor.1-
tinuous monitoring of the MARS 
network. 

The station is staffed by six 
operators who work in pairs for 
eight-hour shifts. It wil1 operate 
24 hours a day. 

mortar rounds, 80 B-41 RPG 
rounds, 149 B-40 boosters, 264 
fuses, two AK-47 rifles with two 
cases of ammunition and one 55-
gallon drum of gasoline. 

Also found near the drums 
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Sgt. 'Followed' 
By Friend 
For 10 Years 

Ever had the feeling you were 
being followed? Staff Sergeant 
Kenneth Mundy of Alpha Co. 
3rd B:i, 7th Inf has had it for 
over ten years. 

Mundy, a native of Brown's 
Valley, Minn .. first met Joseph 
Zapiro in 1958 while both were 
serving with the 8th Div in Ger­
many. They became friends and 
later went their sep:irate ways, 

su~~~:=~,\~ ~in3;
0
!as in Korea 

two1 years later and ran into 
Zap1ro ugain. This time they 
were in different Cav units 
(Mundy with the 12th 011d Za­
pico with the 5th) but s till in 
the same area. 

Back they wenl to Germany 
in 19S2, Mundy t~ the 5th ~rps 
and his friend to the 8th Div 
once more. 

Jus t us the pattern was be­
coming familiar, the trend was 
broken. Mundy went back · to 
Korea, returned to Germany in 
1966, then left the Army with­
out seeing Zapiro again. He re­
enlisted several months later 
and came to Viet Nam. 

~ot long ago, Sergeant Mundy 
decided to go to the NCO Club 
and guess who showed up? "It 
was kind of funny,'' said Mundy. 
11A friend and I were talking 
about Zopiro when he came 
walking in." Seems that Zapiro 
now works with an ARVN de­
tachment at Long Binh. 

Mundy will soon be leaving 
Vietnam. But he and Zapiro will 
no doubt cross paths again. It 
just seems to be their fate. 

As a civil ian, Lynch worked 
as a stock' clerk with a grocery 
st~rc cht.ain while attending May­
nard Evans High School in Or­
lando, Fla. His plans are not de­
finite but now call for • a mili ­
tary career. 

SLEEPJNc.; DIIAGONFLY'/ lte•ling lluey'/ It'• tlie "Wur 
~'utcht!r'', the com11~uudi~1g gc.·11t~rul't1 heJico1,tcr uwai1-
1!1g: another oh,,;crvnllon U,ght over the Brigadc'8 opcr1.1• 
lion urea. . (Pholo by CollinH) 

poncho. The base plate was 
found buried 25 meters awoy. 

~~u~1
1
' a~dv~~st~~;~~ i~~t~ :r~~~ 

and no injuries to Redcat.chers 
were sustained. 

Closer to Brigade forward 
headquarters, an element of 
Alpha Co, 5th Bn, 12th Inf spot­
ted and engaged one Viet Cong 
carrying an AK-47 rifle in the 
afternoon just west of Korean 
Road. The Viet Cong was 
wounded and apprehended with­
in minutes. Brigade Commander 
Brigadier General Frederic 4-1, 

Davison, Hying over the area, 

h~Jfc:~tei a~J ::;~~)\~e h\°m ~~ 
headquarters for medical treat­
ment and interrogation. 

Just . before the capture, the 
199th's FAC (Forward Air Con­
troller) spotted five additional 
Viet Cong who fled into a nipa 
palm grove. Brigade artillery 
was directed into the position 
with unknown results . 

The last two days of March 
sow m0re of th.e same, heavier­
than-usual action, as Delta Co, 
5th Bn, 12th Inf engaged an un­
known size Viet Cong force by 

the King Sanh canal In Tan 
Nhut, killing one VC and captur­
ing a suspect, along with two 
AK-47 rifles, one pistol and two 
pounds of explosives. 

That night, one of the com­
pany ambushes engaged an esti­
mated 15 Viel Cong who re­
turned the fire but withdrew 
after drawing powerful 90 mm 
recoilless rifte fire. A follow-up 
sweep by Bravo Co in the early 
morning hours yielded two VC 
KlA and a wounded captive who 
rallied to the GVN when pick­
ed up. -Two AK-47 riftes were 
also recovered. 

1 
In what has been a matter of 

routine for Redcatchers operat­
inJ.; near Saigon's Western peri­
meter, scores of bunkers ~ p 

booby trnps were found and de- • 

~r;h:dco~~lh a~n. ~2t1~f fu~i~d 
a dozen booby traps on the last 
day of March one mile north­
west of Binh Chanh District 
Headquarters, All, including a 
105 mm round, were. destroyed, 
with n.1 casualties. 

In the flurry o{ activity that 
marked the closing days of 
March for the "Warriors," over­
all casualties were reported 
light with no fatalities. 
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